Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http : //books . google . com/| 



6/-. /mn &SW/ 







I'' 



/ 



I 

J 




li^Y/ 



1 . t^^ 



. * 



r 






K' 



V 



.«lAnL. 




EDWARDS'S GENUINE EDITION. 

« THE BOOK 1" 

01, THE 

PROCEEDINGS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

^' UPON THE SUBJECT OP THB 

INQUIRY 

INTO 

THE CONDUCT OF HER ROYAL HIGHNESS 

r 

Vin:>ER A COMMISSION APPOmXXIl BT 

THE KING 

IN THE YEAR 1806. 

FAITHFULLY COPIED FKOM .AUTHENTIC DOCUMENTS. 



TO waiCR It PRBFIXBD, 

311 lM»tito of t|ie decent €tKnt3B( 

That have led tpthe Pablication «f the Origiual DwmMDte. 

WITH 

A STATEMENT OF FACTS 

liEtiATIVB TO 

THE CHILD, 

Kowunckr the Protection of Her Royal Highness. 



-9e 



Xottfiott: 

PRINTED BY AND FOR RICHARD EDWARDS. 

CRANE COURT, FLEET STREET ; 
AXp SOLB BY ALL BOOKSBLLBRS IN THB UNITBD KINGDOM. 

1813. 



-t . j^. > w^jvi- 



__ .- '^ .rf" — > ->" 






_ t: ' ••"•n 



' •k 



- X 
>  



■^ r-y. 



r  r 

I 



:\ 



•«a9»^^ 



« \ 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



The pfkblifehcr of the pt)^i^Ht Votutue cannot 
but regret that cfl-cUln^rtiiticM, of Ah infi^riotil^ 
natute, have rendered it ^beoiutcflj necesi$ary 
that tiid WHOL£ OF rA£ DoctJItfli^T^ updn ihb 
subject of tti6 Ibquiry ibto the Oontlnct of tiet 
Royal Highness xHfe l?RiKcfeiSs op WaLeS, 
s^uld be (Submitted to th6 i^sciMiihiioll 6f ih6 
public. 

This being the only tn^itnd by ^hitfi a ^if ^tid 
impartial judgment can be formed upon the ^'De- 
licate Investigation/* — the publUber cotieeivds 
that he is merely perforqDiing an twt of justice in 
delivering to the world a genuine and unmutilated 
copy of the suppressed hooky as it was printed by 
him in the year 1807, under the direction of the 
late Mr. Perceval. 

Of the herd of spurious vforks on this subject, 
which are so industriously obtruded upon public 
notice, it is unnecessary to speak. The garbled 
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extracts, also, that have been given in the News- 
papers are but ill calculated to satisfy the public 
concerning this highly important and interesting 
Inquiry. 

In addition to the documents printed in 1807, 
the present work will be found to contain a Mi- 
nute of Cabinet of January 25, 1807 ; a Minute of 
Council of April 21, in the same year; and a 

liCtter from the Princess of Wales to the King, 
dated the 2ud of October, 1806. 

To this edition, exclusively, are added, A Nar- 
rative of the Recent EvenlSy that have led to the 
publication of the ** Book ;"— and A Statement of 
FactSy relative to the Child now under the pro- 
tection of Her Royal Highness the Princess of 
Wales; disclosingcircumstancesof great interest, 
which are exclusifoely in the possession of the 
publisher. 

Crane Court, Uleet Street, 
March J9, 18 IS. 
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A NARRATIVE 



OP THE 



jn&a^ have ltd to the Publication of the Original I)ocif^ 
ments relative to Her Royal Highness 

THE PRINCESS OF WALES. 



JPOR the ]^t three months^ so rn^any hintS;^ advertiseaieDtS| 
latni notices appeared in the dsiily papers^ and in various othe|r 
ttra^s, that the public mind> was> in senoe measure^ prepared 
do expect a full disclosure of the proceedings relative to her 
Royal Highness the Princess of Wales. The following occur* 
jrence was the first that strengthened ihe conviction of tyerjr 
observer on this subjects 

On the l4th of January last^ a sealed letter ^as transmitted! 
io Lord Liverpool and Lord Eldon^ by Lady Charlotte Camp- 
bell, a^ lady ih waiting for the month, expressing her Royarl 
Highness's pleasure that it should be presented to the Prince 
Regent $ and there was an open copy for their perusal 

On the 15th, the Earl of Liverpool presented his compli* 
ments to Lady Charlotte Campbell, and returned the letter 
unopened. • 

• On the 10th, it was returned by Lady Charlotte, intimating, 
that as it contained matter of 'importance to the State, she 
'relied on their layirtg it before his Royal Highness. It was 
again returned unopened^ with the Earl of Liverpool's com- 
pliments to Lady Charlotte, saying, that the Prince saw no 
;rea8on to depart from his determination. 

On the 17th'* ft waff returned, in the same way, by conJmand 
pf her Royal Highness, expressing her confidence, that the two 
jM)ble lords would not take upon themselves the responsibility 
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of not comraunicating the tetter to his Royal Highness^ and 
that she shoald not be the only sabject in the empire, whose- 
petition was not to be permitted to j-each the throne. To 
this an answer was given^ that the contents of it had been 
made known to the Prince. 

On the 19th, her Royal Highness directed a letter to be ad- 
dressed to the iwo noble lords, desiring to know whether it 
had been made known to his Royal Highness, by being read 
to him, and to know his pleasure thereon. 

No answer was given to this letter, and therefore on the 
26th, she directed a letter to be written, expressing her sur- 
prize, that no answer had been given to her application for a 
whole week. 

To tliis, an answer was received, addressed to the Princess, 
stating, that in consequence of her Royal Highness's demand, 
her letter had been read to the Prince Regent on the 23rd,  
but that he had not been pleased to express his pleasure 
thereon. The following is a copy of this important document : 
'• Sir, 
«' It is with great reluctance that I presume to obtrude myself 
upon your Royal Highness, and to solicit your attention to 
matters which may, at first, appear rather of a personal than 
a public nature. If I could think them so— if thejfelated 
merely to myself — I shouFd abstain from a proceed^jg which 
might give uneasiness, or interrupt the more weig^[^;occupa* j 

tionsof your Royal Highness's time. I should- coiHinue, in ] 

Kileiice^ and retirement, to lead the life t^hicfi. has been pre- 
scribed to roe, and console myself ^r the Joss of that society 
and those domestic comforts to, which I have .so long been a 
stranger, by the reflection that it has been deemed proper I 
should be afflicted without any fauh of my own— and that 
your Royal Highness kno>A^. 

'' But, Sir, there are considerations of a higher nature tha» 
any regard to my own happiness, which render this address a 
daty.boch to myself and my daughter. May I venture to say ^ 

-f^ duty a!so to my husband, and the people committed to 
kjM care ? There is a point beyond which a goiltless woman 
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tanix>t with safety carry her forbearance. If her honour ia 
invaded, the defence of her reputation is no Jonger a matter 
of choice ; and it signifies not whether the attack be mado 
openly, manfully, and directly— or by secret insinuation, and 
by holding such conduct towards her as countenances all thf) 
suspicions that malice can suggest. If these ought to be tho 
feelings of every woman in England who is conscious that she 
deserves no reproach, your Royal HighneSjS has too sound a 
judgment, and too nice a sense of honour, not to perceive^ 
how much more justly they belong to the mother of your 
daughter — the noother of her who is destined, I trust at a very 
distant period, to reign over the British £ropire. 

** It may be known to your Royal Highness, that during 
the continuance of the restrictions upon your royal authority, I^ 
purposely refrained from making any representations which 
inight then augment the painful difficulties of your exalted 
station* At the expiration of the restrictions^ I still was in* 
clined to delay taking this step, in the hope that I inight ow« 
the redress I sought to your gracious and unsolicited conde- 
Scension. I have waited, in the fond indulgence of this 
expectation, until, to my inexpressible mortification, 1 find 
tliat my unwillingness to complain, has only produced fresh 
grounds of complaint; and I am at length compelled, either 
to abandon all regard for the two dearest objects which I [fos- 
siess on earth, mine own honour, and ray beloved child, or to 
throw myself at the feet of your Royal Highness, the natural 

protector of both. 

**' I presume. Sir, to represent to your Royal. Highness, that 
the separation, which every succeeding month is making 
wider, of the mother and the daughter, is equally injurious to 
my character and to her education. I say nothing of the deep 
wounds which so cruel an atrangement inflicts upoii my feel« 
ings, although I would fain hope that few persons will be 
found of a disposition to think lightly of these. To see ray- 
self cut off from one. of the few domestic enjoyments left me 
- -—certainly the only one upon which I set any value, the 
society of my child*— involves me in such misery^ as I w#ll 

b 2 



( xi! ) 

knoTV jour Royal Highnesj could uever inflict lipon me if y^ 
Were aware of its bitterness. Our intercourse has been gra^ 
dually "diminished. A single interview, weekly, seemed suf* 
ficiently hard allowance for a mother's affections. That^ 
however, wet§ reduced to our meeting once a fortnight ^ and I 
now learn that evell this most rigorous ititc^diictioD it to be 
still more rigidly enforced. 

** But while I do not venture to intrude my feelings as i 

mother upon your Royal Highness*s notice, I must be allowed 

to sayi that in the eyes of an observing and jealous wOrld^ 

this separation of a daughter from her mother, will onl}r ad-^ 

mit of one construction^-^a construction fatal to the roother^i 

teputation. Your Royal Highness will also pardon me for ad* 

ding, that there is no less inconsistelicy than injustic« in this 

treatment. He who dares advise your Royal Highness to over* 

look the evidence of my innocence, and disregard the sentence 

of coTDplete acquittal which it produced ^ or is wicked and 

false enough sUll to whisper suspicions in your ear, betrays 

his duty to you, sir, tayour daughter, and to your people, if 

he counsels you to permit a day to pass without a furthet 

investigation of my conduct. I know that no such calum« 

Jiiator will venture to recommend a measure which must 

speedily end in his utter confusion. Then let me implore you 

to reflect on (he situation in which I am placed : without the 

shadow of a charge against me — without even an accuser—* 
after an inquiry that led to my ample virtdication-*»yet treated 
as if I were, still mpre culpable than the perjuries of my 
suborned traducers represented me> and held up to the world 
as a mother who may not enjoy the society of her only 
child. 

" The feelings, sir, which are natural to my unexampled 
jtituation; might justify me in the gracious judgment of your 
Ribyal Highness had J no other motives for addressing you l)U| 
such as relate to myself. But I will not disguise from your 
Royal Highness what I cannot/or a moment conceal from my^ 
$^\t\ tb^t th^ serioti^, and it soon npay be^^ the irreparable 
injury which my daughter sustain^ from the plan at presen 



^ ^VitsfSted, has done more in overcoming my reluctatice to i&^ 

trude upon your Royal Highness, than any sufferings of myowa 
could accomplish j and if for her sake I presume to call awajr 
your Royal Mighnes8*s attention from the other cares of 
your exalted station^ I feel confident I am not claiming it for 
a ^matter of inferior importance either to 'yourself or your 
people. 

'* The powers with which the constitution of these realmt 
vests your Royal Highness in the regulation of the royal family^ 
I know, because I am so advised, are ample and unquestion-* 
able. My appeal ^ sir, is made to your excellent sense and 
liberality of mind in the exercise of those powers ; and I 
willingly hope that your own parental feelings will lead yoU 
. ito excuse the anxiety of mine for impelling me to represent 
f ' the unhappy consequences which the present system must en« 

tail upon our beloved child. 

'^ It is impossible, sir, that any one can have attempted to 

* • 

|Seysuade your Royal Highness, that her character will not bo 

injured by the perpetual violence offered to her strongest af* 

iectioiis^-<>-'the studied care taken to estrange her from mf 

•ociety> and even to interrupt all communication be^tween e» I 

That her love for me, with whom, ^y his Majesty's wise and 

f gracious arrangements, she passed the years of her infancy and 

] 'childhoodi never can be. extinguished, I well know, and th«^ 

I knowledge of it forms the greatest blessing of my existence* 

*' fiut let me implore your Royal Highness to reflect how 
inevitably all attempts to abate this attachment, by forcibly se-* 
parating us, if they succeed> must injure my child's principles 
— if they fail, must destroy her happiness. 

'* The plan of excluding my daughter from all intercourse with 

the world) appears to my humble judgment peculiarly unfer* 

I tunate. She who is destined to be the sovereign of this great 

totmtfy, enjoys none of tho^ advatttagesof society which art 
P daettied necessary for imparting a knowledge of mankind to 

, ^ arsons who have iiifiokely less occasion to learn" that impor- 

tant lesson ) and it may so happen> by a chance which I trust 
is very remote, that she should be called upon to exercise tb^ 
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powers of the Crown, with an experience of the world more 
confined than that of the most private individual. To the ex" 
traordinary talents with which she is blessed, and which ac- 
company a disposition as singularly amiable, frank, aiid de- 
cided, I willingly trust much ^ but beyond a certain point the 
greatest natural endowments cannot struggle against the dis- 
advantages of circumstances and situation. It is my earnest 
prayer, for her own s^ke, as well as her co«ntry*s, that your 
Royal Highness may be induced to pause before this point be 
reached. 

</ Those who have advised you, sir, to delay so long the period 
of my daughter's commencing her intercourse with the world, 
and for that purpose to make Windsor her residence, appear not 
to have regarded the interruptions to her education which this 
arrangement occasions^ both by the impossibility of obtaining 
the attendance of proper teachers, and the time unavoidably 
consumed in the frequent journies to town, which she must 
make, unless she is to he secluded from all intercourse, even 
with your Royal Highness and the rest of the royal family. To 
the same unfortunate counsels 1 ascribe a circumstance in every 
way so distressing both to my parental and religious feelings, 
that my daughter has never yet enjoyed the benefit of confir- 
mation, although above a year older than the age at which all 
the other branches of the royal family have partaken of that 
solemnity. May I earnestly conjure yoa» sir, to hear my in- 
treaties upon this serious matter, even if you should listen to 
other advisers on things of less near concernment to the wel- 
fare of our child ? 

''The pain with which I have at length formed the resolutioa 
of addressing myself to your Royal Highness is such as I should 
in vain attempt to express. \i I could adequately describe it, 
you might be enabled, sir, to estimate the strength of the 
motives which have made roe submit to it. They are the most 
powerful feelings of affection, and the deepest impressions of 
duty towards your Royal Highness, my beloved child, and the 
country^ which I devotedly hope she may be preserved to 
govern, and to shew, by a new example, the liberal affectioB ^f 
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a free and generous people to a . virtuous and constitutional 
4 monarch. 

'^ r am. Sir, with prcrfbund respect, >nd an attachment 
which nothing can alter^ 

Your Royal Higbness's 
I Most devoted and most affectionate 

Consort, Cousin, and Subject, 

(Signed) CAROLINE LOUISA/* 

"•* Mont€Lgtte House, 
Jan. 14, 1813. 

Various Cabinet Meetings and Proceedings succeeded this 
letter almost immediately. 

We must now advert to another circumstance connected 
with the Investigation. The Princess Charlotte having been in- 
disposed, previously to the Fete given by the Prince Regent, at 
Carlton House, on the 5th of February, add this illness after- 
wards iucre^sing, her Royal Highness was neoetsarily oblige 
to defer her return to Windsor. In consequence of this, the 
Princess of Wales, on the 8th of February, addressed herself 
to Lord Liverpool, desiring that he would communicate to the 
Prince Regent her Royal Highness's intention to visit the Prin« 
<:ess Charlotte at Warwick-house. Lord Liverpool replied, 
that he was happy to announce the Princess Charlotte so much 
better, that her Royal Highness would be able to visit the Prin- 
cess of Wales, at Kensington Palace, on the following Thun- 
day, February the 11th. On that morning, the Princess f of 
Wales received information that the Prmcess Charlotte was 
refused comii:^. 

Upon this, the Princess of Wales again addressed Lord 
Liverpool to know the reason, none having been assigned, for 
the Prjncess Charlotte'*s being thus suddenly prohibited from 
giving^ the meeting to* her rojral mother, and when and how 
^ icon her Royal, Highness nught expect to see the Princesi 
Chailotte. To this inquiry, the Princess of Wales received the 
following reply fronoi Lord Jjiverpool :— ? 
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" Fife-house, Feb. 14, 1«Y9. 

** Lord Liverpool has the honour to inform your Royal' 
Highness^ that in consequence of the publication^ in the Mom« 
icg Chronicle of the -10th inst., of a letter addressed by your 
Boyal Highness to the Prince Regent, bis Royal Highnesi 
thought fit, by the advice of his confidential servants, to signify 
bis commands that the intended visit of the Princess Charlotte 
id your Royal Highness^ on the following day, should not 
take place. 

*^ Lord Liverpool is not enabled to make any furtjier com- 
munication to your Royal Highness on the subject of your 
|lpyal Highness's note." 

To this letter, the Princess of Wales commanded Lady Ann# 
Hamilton, her lady in waiting, to reply, as follows, tQ Lord> 
Liverpool ; 

** Mon^gue-House^ Blackheaih, Feb, 15, 181^., 
** Lady Anne Hamilton is commanded by her Royal High* 
• aejiii.the Princess of Wales to represent to Lord Liverpool that 
the insidious insiuaation, respecting the publication of tht 
letter addressed by the Princess of Wales, on the ]4th of 
January, to the Prince Regent, conve>'ed in his lordshipV 
reply to her Royal Highness, is as void of foundation and at., 
false as all the former accusations of the traducers of her 
Royal Highness's honour in the year 1806. 

 

^' Lady A. Hamilton is further commanded to say, tfiat 
dignified silence would have been the line of conduct the 
fi'incess would have preserved upon such insinuation (more* 
than unbecoming Lord* Liverpool) » did not the eflect arising 
from it, operate to deprive her Royal Highness of the sole 
real happiness she can possess in this world — that of seeing^ 
lier only child. And the confidential servants of the Prince 
Regent ought to feel ashamed of their conduct towards the 
Princess, in avowingto her Royal High nessr then* advice to th# 
Pnnce Regent, that upon unauthorized and unfounded suppo- 
sitions, a mother and daughter should be prevented from m^eU 
ing—*a prohibition poiitrvely againstthe law of n8tufie;<^-Lady 
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Auoe Haraihan is commaQded Anther to destte Lord loiter'' 
pod to lay this pajpek' befbvtEf the Prince Regent/ thKt Hk 
Eoyalf Hi^bmesrmay beawav^ intoiwliai errofs hb cott^ddtitia! 
servants are leadhi^ binry and ynll involve hitl)^ by counsi^lltiij^ 
dad sigBoifidj^ sudi commiilndf . 
Here closed the correspondence. 

The Cabinet, meetings still continued to bdlield^ anif Che 
Princess of Wales not being informed concerning the nature, 
form, and' obj^t of their F^bcfced!ng&', Adr Koyal' Hfigliness on 
the 27th of February^ addressed the subjoined letUr to" Che 
Earl of Harrowby : 

Copy of a letter addressed by the Prmcess of Wales to the 
' £«^ of Harrowby. 

Feh. 2Tm ibis. 

" The Princess of Wales haa reciilred reports fc6kk various 
quarters of certain proceedings lately Iv^ld by his 'M^ji^sty's 
Privy Council respecting her Royal Highness; flbd thfe Pirincess 
has felt persuaded that these- i^e^ts mttit be uctfbiihdeid, be* 
cause she could not believe it possible thaf day r6tfi>lution 
should be taken by that most honoiirable body it ahf respect 
affecting her Royal Highness, upon ^aitehi^^ v^cSi' she has 
had no opportunity of answering, explainhigi or evfii teAng. 

'^The Princess still trusts that therb is'no tnithin these 
rumours ; but she feeb it due to hersdf to kse no tiihe in 
protesting against any reiDlUtiobs aff^ting her ftoyal High- 
ness, which may be so adopted. 

*' The noble and right hlfilottrabl6 pehdns who are said to 
have been selected for theaa proce^tiigs, are to6 jttst tG <iecide 
any thing touching her Royal Highness, without affbrdtng her 
an opportunity of laying: hei ease befdre thcoi. The Ptmcess 
has not had any power to choose the Jul^ea before n^hom any 
inquiry may be carried on ; but she i^ perfectly wfHii^gflo have 
haru^^^ conduct inquired into by ady persons' \lfio may be 
^elected by her accusers. The Princess only demands that she 
may be heard in defence or in explanation of hel: conduct, if 
tl1snM»»kiy al^ tUat'^stt^'stould'eUher be tr^tedaa inno- 
cent, oPirfg#^t^^ guiltjf/ 
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A copjrof the Report of the honourable the Prirj Council/ 
haying been laid before the Prince Regent^ was transmit- 
ted to her Royal Highness by Viscount Sidmoath^ on* the 
evening oi the day on which the above letter was sent;— . 
and Lord Harrowby replied to her Royal Highness^ by 
letter^ to this effect. 

The Report ia as follows ;— 

TO HIS KOTAL HIOHHBSS THE PKINCB KBOBITT. 

The following menoibers of his Majest/s most honourable 
Frivy Council, viz. 

His Grace the Ardibishop of Canterbury, 

The right honourable the Lord High Chancellor, 

His Grace the Archbishop of York, 

His Giiace the Lord Primate of Ireland^ 

The Lord President of the Council, 

The Lord Privy Seal, 

The £ari of Buckinghamshire, 

The Earl Bathurst, 

The Earl of Liverpool, 

The Earl of Mnlgrave, 

The Viscount Melville, 

The Viscount Sidmouth, 

The Viscpunt Castlereagh, 

The I ight honourable the Lord Bishop of London, 

The right honourable Lord Ellenborough, Lord Chief 

Justice of the Court of King*s Bench, 
The right hon. the Speaker of the House of Commons, 
The right honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
The right honourable the Chancellor of the Duchy, 
His honour the Master of the Rolls, 
The right honourable the Lord Chief Jusdce of tiie Court 

of ^^ornmoa Pleas*, 



* The Chief Jnsttce of the Court of ConimDii Fleas was pieventsd (17 
Mispositloa from attending, duiiog any part of theie piOQBediiigs. 
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the right honoarable the Jx)rd Chief Baron of the Court 

of Exchequer, 
The right honourable the Judge of the High Court of 

Admiralty^ 
l%e right honourable the Dean of the Arches ; 

Having been summoned by command ef your Royal High* 
Bess, on the 19th of February, to meet at the office of Vis- 
count Sidmouth, Secretary of State for the home department, 
a communication was made by his lordship to the lords then 
present, in the following terms 3 — 

** Mt Lords,— I have it in command from his Royal High* 
ness the Prince Regeift, to acquaint your lordships, that a copy 
of a letter from the Princess of Wales to the Prince Regent 
having appeared in a public paper, which letter refers to the 
proceedings that took place in an Inquiry instituted by com- 
mand of his Majesty, in the year l^O^*, and contains among 
other matters, certain animadversions upon the manner in* 
which the Prince Regent has exercised his undoubted right of 
regulating the conduct -and education of his daughter the Prin- 
cess Charlotte $ and his Royal Highness having taken into his 
consideration the said letter so published, and adverting to the 
directions heretofore given by^his Majesty, that the documents 
relating to the said Inquiry should be sealed up, and deposited 
IB the office of his Majesty's principal Secretary of State, in 
order that his Majest/s government should possess the means 
of resorting to them if necessary, his Royal Highness has beeo^ 
pleased to direct, that the said letter of the Princess of Wales, 
and the whole of the said documents, together with the copies 
of other letters and papers, of which a schedule is annexed, 
should be referred to your lordships, being members of hit 
Majesty's most honourable Privy Council, for your consider- 
ation : and that you should report to his Royal Highness your 
opinion, whether, tinder all the circumstances of the case, it- 
be fit and proper that the intercourse between the Princess of 
Wales and her daughter the Princess Charlotte, should con- 
ttbue to be subject to regulations and restrictions/' 

" Their lordships adjourned their meetings to Tuesday, the 
33d of February ; and the intermediate days having been em-- 



mand of your Royal Highness^ they pnpceeded fi^ that and 
the following day to the fuxther consider^i;tJi<;u;ipf the sai4 docu- 
ments^ and have agreed to report to you)r Jjloya) ^ighness as 
follows : — 

b9y^ ta^o \ntq qwr most seiHojiis ooo^Moratioo the letilt^r fiom 
h^ R9ya| Higto^SB the FriQceas o£ Wales lo ^oor Hojoi 
Hi^hoes^^ which I^ai appeared in Ifae puUic pap^xs, and Jiai 
been referred to us by your Royal H'lghnOHj in jWpacb te^«f 
the )f d^cess of )¥alep, 9i»Qi^t oth^r xn»ttcm« ^omplaiof that 
tjie iutwpurse betve^n her Rpya) tligM^s^ 90A her Royd 
Hjg||npB8 t|je ?riqcem pjj/^rlotft?, b9# b«en 8»J^ftct^ ^o ^er- 
tgip rj5strict|oqs. 

" Wc hayp ^1^ t^ej^ ijjtq our lyio^t leriouf fi^psid^^ra^^ 
*P?fi^??^ ^Hh t{iej Qthfir papers referre4 to u^ fey yp^r Rqyrf 
Hig^9ff?«i* J|U the 4o!CV)tpfiat8 r^Rlivj? ^0 the Jnqulry ^pstitpjted^ 
iff 19iQ@> by comi^apd of b^s Majesty, into the trutb of c^^ 
ta(i9 representation^, resp^Ptjng thecpp^pc^ qf h^f . ftpy^J 
I{*\glu9ie$s the PrioQes9 of Wales, which ^PPf^^^ ^> ^Vfi b^e^. 
^^^(^ wpqp tb^ ^ttentioo of your Royal (ligbn.es^, \^ pop- 
spqueoc^ of the advice of Lord Thurlow, ^od vipop groui^ 
c^puWiQ dflty J by whom they were IrawimiU^d tc^ hi^ >|a- 
j^ty> consid/eratlon -, aqd your Royal (iigh^f s^ having hf eg 
grocjpusly pleased to command uf to report bur qpinions tp. 
3j;9Ur Royal H^h^e^Sj wb^U^e/, under *U tbft curcqms^wfct^ 
of the ca^e, it b^ fin aod pi:oper, thftt the interco^M'^^ fe^ 
*W9?^ tb^ Prwcw of Walqs and her da^ght^, tb^ Pi:^|¥:i9«a 
Charlp^te, sboujd. contiaue to be wJui^cX to rfgidaiioR ^nd 

'', We bc^ leave bpnoWy to report to. ywr Rpy^ Higfbnifsf, 
ti^% ^fte;: £| fv}l examlo^tion of all thQ ^Q^^mei^ts bfifor^ U9» 
tye y^ of opipio^^ tbat vnd^r all tb^ cirip)^st;saiges of the oap^^ 
It U highly fit and proper, wit^h a view 4othe weljfare of her 
Soy^l l{j^e$s tbe Eriacess Charlotte, i^ which are equally, 
involved the happiness of your Eoyia^ Higbneas, in your pa^ 
T^i^al and royal character, and the nost impprta&t inieieats t)f 
tt«Sl«l«,-r(baLth^iBtei£ounB between her Royal HigM» 
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the Prux<jcM of Jjraleij^ ^qd her Iloyal Qigbnesi Ihc PriaccM 
Charlotte, *hovrf<i wntuuje to be wlflwt to regulation and 
. tesji;raint, 

" We hiimbiy trust tljat we way be efwitted, without beui| 
thought t9 ^9(ceed the Imim of the dmty iujpo^ed on us, res- 
pectfully to pxprep? the ju5Lt sense we euterlain of the motives 
by which your Royal Highness has be^n actuated ia the post- 
pone^eut ^f the ^Jonfirwation of her Eoyal Highness the 
J^rinces^ Chsrlotte ; ^ k appears, by 9 statenaent under the 
hwj pf her Majesty the Oueen, th>| yonr Royal H^bnci^ 

h4* coijforwied ip this respect <o the declared wUl of his M?* 

• 

jestjr i whp had bf^n pleased to direct, that auch ceremony 
sh^Id Apt t^k^ p)9ce till her Royal Highness shouM have 
eomfifitif^ her eighteenth year. 

^' Wp «lso hw^bly trunt thgt we may be further permitted Uy 
nt>tM3e some expressions in the letter of her Royal H^hness 
the ]Pcin(»i| of WaJ«s^ whieb may possibly be ooqstrued •« 
imploring a ^h^gf^ of too iverious 9 nature to be passed over 
wilhout observation. We refer to the wordsr-**^' lubomed 
tcadupejrs.*' M Xl^ espr^«sipp> from the manner it is iQtre* 
du^d, roi^, perbi^i b» liable to miiconstructipa (however 
ii]a(K)ssib]e ik may be to supppse thut it can have been so in* 
tended) to have reference to some part o| the conduct of ypor 
Royal H^ghne^s -, we feel it om* bounden duty not to omit this 
c^portnnity of declaring, th^t the documents laid before us, 
afford the most ample proof, that there is not the slightest 
foundation for ^uch an aspersion* 

(Signed) 

a CANTUAR, 

ELDON, 

E. EBOR, 

W. ARMAGH, 

HARROWBY, P. C. 

WESTMORELAND, C. P. S. 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, 

BATHURST, 

UVERPOOL, 

MULGRAVE, 

MELVILLE, 

A true copy. 



SIDMOUTH, 
J. LONDON, 
ELLENBOROUGH, 
CHAS. ABSOT, 
N. VANSITTART, 
C. BATHURST, 
W. GRANT, 
A. MACDONALD, 
W. &COTT, 
J. NICHOL. 



SIDMOUTH." 



( xxii ) 

The neit document of importance is a letter addressed ta^ 
the Right Honourable the Speaker of the House of Conmions^ 
by the Princess of Wales^ in which her Royal Highness called 
for an investigation of her conduct, before Judges known to 
the Constitution, in order that she might either be declared t& 
be innocent, or proved guilty. A Copy of this letter was also 
transmitted to the Lord Chancellor. 

Immediately, upon the Meeting of the House of Commons, 
on March 2nd. the Speaker rose and observed, he thought it 
his duty to acquaint the House, that in the afternoon of yester- 
day, he had received a paper which purported to be a letter 
from her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, the contents 
of which it would have, of course, been kisduty to communi- 
cate to the House 5 but as it was delivered merely to one 
of , the door-keepers, he forbore to take any steps on the re- 
ceipt of it until it was properly authenticated. In so acting, 
he trusted, that he had not interposed so as to prevent, oT 
improperly to delay, the approach of such a document td the 
consideration of the House of Commons. This morning the 
letter in question was authenticated ; he had received a du» 
plicate of it, inclosed in another letter from her Royal High- 
ness, and both of these letters, with the perniission of the 
House, he should now read to them. 

The House having signified its assent, the Speaker pro- 
,ceeded to read the first letter, which was to the following 
cfifect :— 

Montague'House, March 2. 

** The' Princess of Wales begs to inform Mr. Speaker, that 

- by her own desire, as well as in consequence of the advice of 

' her Co unsel, she yesterday transmitted to him a letter, the 

contents of which she 9kqs anxious should be made known to 

the House of Commons 5 and with that view her Royal 

Highness now incloses herewith a duplicate of that letter." 

The inclosure was as follows i- — 

" Montague-House, Blachheath, Marchl, 1813. 

" The Princess of Wales informs (Mr. Speaker) the Lord 
Chancellor, that she has received from tht Lord Viscount 
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Sidmouth a copy, of a Report made to his RojraJ Higfaneai the 
Prince Regent, by a certain number of the Members of his 
Privy. Coancil, to whom it appears, that his Royal Highness 
bad been advised to refer the consideration of dpcaments, and 
other evidence^ respecting her character and conduct. 

*' The Report is of such a nature, that her Royal Highness 
feels persuaded no person can read it without considering it as 
conveying aspersions upon her ; and although their yagueaess 
renders it impossible to discover precisely what is meant, or 
even what she has been charged with ; yet, as the Princess 
feels conscious of no offence whatever, she thinks > it due to 
herself^ to the illustrious Houses with which she is connected 
by blood and by marriage, and to the people, among whom 
sheholds sq distipgaished a rank, not to acquiesce^ for a mo- 
ment, in any imputation affecting her honour. 

''^The Princess of Wales has not been permitted to knowu|M>n 
what evidence the Members of the Privy Council proceeded, 
still less to be heard in her defence. She knew only by com* 
mon rumours of the inquiries which they have bee& carrying 
on, until the, result of those inquiries was communicated to 
her, and she has no means now of knowing whether the 
Members acted as a body to . which she can appeal for redress^ 
atleastfor a hearing j.or only in their individual capacities/ 
as persons selected to make a Report upon her conduct. 

''The Princess is therefore compelled to throw herself upon 
the wisdom and justice of Parliament^ and to desire that the 
fullest investigation may be instituted of her whole conduct 
during the period of her residence in this country. 

'' The Princess fears no scrutiny, however strict, provided 
she may be tried by impartial Judges> known to the consti- 
tution, and in the fair and.open , manner which the law of the 
land prescribes. 

'' Her only desire is, that she may either be treated as 
innocent, or proved to be guilty. 

" The Princess of Wales desires Mr. Speaker (the Lord 
Chancellor) to communicate this letter to the House of Com- 
mons.** 
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Tkis \6ttae knpHlg be^n i6ad, tome eontenatioff td6k pite^ 
betwoev Mr. Whitbuead and Lord C»tfefeagh on the mX^ 
ject ; b*t JM the proiDtsftd nvptioD of Mr. Cobhnmii Mii^ 
stone 9^ dtood ftyr the Htfr efMartb^ hifere'tiiii^ndaftm rested 
for the preMdC. 

TMs letter was iM cidtDflbtmteiited to the Hoase of Lofdsi 
the Lohl-Chanicellor cotic«^ting that l^e yir^ restrahietf by # 
Anse of duty^ ffom readifig it to that Hotfse: 

Oh the 4th of March, lilr. Cochrane Johnstone proceedeif 
to bring on his motion^ and thts Speaker having called on 
hiliii. Mr. Lygon naoved the standing order of the House, and", 
^stiSeqMeMy, the doors were closdd, and all sitrangeris ex- 
cluded. The slttibg being thus rendered secret^ Mr. Bennett^ 
moved an adjournmebf, upon which" the IJTottse d]vid<^':— - 

Ayev - - - 139 
Noes,. - - - 248 

Majority, ... 109 

Thip ai^nMneiit bwhgf^ thusr irtifejitlved, Mr.CMiUM 
Mmttdne* said, HmT h^ wonld fbliofvir the etaittpto of tM 
iMmeiifable member, wlkr had moy«d io ckar the gailefy; by 
CBercising^hhr right aiso of Bot bmgiiig)ibr«n»d tbe molk»d> of 
which he teidgiveii notice. 

The prootedingB in the Hoose of CommoBt' oa*th«' ffth of 
Mirchv appeMr totefebeenof the bi^dM imporftffite; siil^ 
te)r smoMfted to^d Cdmplisf^'i^ti<ficatMf attd^agqafttttl df tte« 
Princess of W^\t»y not oftly from ait th^^cbAi^, but frdid lA 
tlii> iqMirsfiMai^thaf tov« bo^- tMiroWn' ocit against he^ Royal 

UH^lhe meiftidg' of thi6 MdU#e 00 thlrd^^ 
Mr. Lygon moved that strangers should not b^ idttima 
tA^r^e di¥i8i(Mi otf the Bruco* Canal Jm, and MV. Behhett 



*':FJoticc'of this ihotibn on the subject of her Royal Highnew the 
FHli<«^b^WaW, ^^gStehBythc^ftdnouhiBlcCfediraneJa^^ oa 
(tie astb of Febnuuy last. 
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moved an adjoarament> to establish bts right of meeting tha 
qleariog of the gallery on such ground. He did pQt, howler, 
persist in dividing upon the qnestlon, 

Mr. Ck>chrane Johnstone then rose in pursoance of hsa no^ 
lice and said» that it was the undoubted right of the honour^ 
able member (Mr. Lygon) to act as he had done^ in clearing 
the House of strangers ; i^ however^ this precaution had beea 
taken under the impression that any ihing he had to say should 
be unbecoming the respect he owed to that House^ or incon^* 
sistent with what was due to the feelings of every branch of 
the Royal Family; such apprehensions were utterly unfounded^ 
He thought it a duty he qwed^ in the first instance^ to the 
Princess of Wales^ tp declare^ that for the motion he wai 
about to subojiitj he had no authority from her ; that he ha4 
had no communication with any peraon or persons whatsoeverji 
and that the proceedings originated entirely apd ^xplusiv^ij^ 
with himself. 

The honourable member proceeded to observe^ that it wai 
well known (hat a comnaission had been granted by the Kinjj^ 
in 1806, to four noble lords^ Grenville^ Spencer^ firskine^ and 
£llenborough, to calamine into certain allegations that had beet) 
preferred against the Princess of Wales. He then read tlie 
whole of the report made by the commissioners above stated^ 
(;ontaining the mpst ^inqualified opinion, that the c)iarge pro* 
duced by Sir John and Lady. Douglas against the princess of 
Walps; of having been delivered of a child in the year 1809^ 
was utterly destitute of truth. It added > that the birth and 
real mother of the child, said to have been born of th^ Prin* 
cess, b^id been proved beyond all possibility of doubt. Th^ 
report concludes with dome objections made bf the commis- 
sioners, to the manners, or to levity of manners^ upon different 
ocoasions, in the Princess. 

The honourable member iiext proceeded to state, that the 
paper he should now read^ was a document which he wtts read^ 
to prove at the bar of the 0ause um$ dictated ly hard EldoQj 
Mr- Perceval and Sir Thomas Plomer, though signed by the 
Princess of Wales ; it was a letter vritten^ or purporting to be 
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written, by her Royal Highness to the King, on Q^ Octoberj, 
1806, as a protest against the report of the Conimissioners, just 
detailed ; the letter being read at Yength appeared to be a 
formal and elaborate criticism upon the nature of the commis- 
sion under which her conduct had been reviewed } tt asserted* 
in the most unqualified terms her own mnocence, and caltetf 
Ae charges of her accusers a foul and false conspiracy 
ipade cx'parte, and affording no appeal. Upon tliis letter 
being read, the honourable member observed, that he fuRy con- 
curred in the sentiments it expressed upon the subject of the 
commission^ and that he insisted that the charge against the 
Princess before that Tribunal, by Sir John and Lady Douglas^^ 
was nothing ^hoxt oi treason ; that if the commissioners h^d 
power to acquK her Royal Highness of the crime charged, they 
kad equally the power to convict her : what was the state of 
that country in which such a thing were even possible ? Be? 
gides he inquired, what became of Sir John and' Lady Doug?, 
las ? If he were rightly informed, they still persisted in the 
sam^ story 5 if all they maintained were so notoriously 
false, why were they not prosecuted ? The honourable mera^ 
her went on to remark, that he understood no proceedings 
of the late Privy Council, except the report, had been 
transmitted to the Princess of Wales. This was the case 
in 180$, but he submitted that copies of all those examina- 
tions should be given to her. The honourable member theo 
concluded by moving, first, a very long resolution, containing 
nearly the whole of the report of the Commissioners in 1@06, 
with his own reajsonlng upon the illpgality of such a commisT 
sion, and terminating with expres^^ing the expediency of a net^ 
and different trial of, or inquiry into, the same subject ; tbp 
second motion was, for a variety of papers connected with this 
subject, from 1806 to the present tipie*. 

A very animated debate ensued, in which Lord Castlereagh, 
Mr. Whitbread, and Sir Samuel Romilly, were the principal 
speakers. 



• The whole ol t^es^ intsi^^g «nd impoftanc dooumoou- i<>iU be 
found ill the present work. 
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YjpDB the quetlion being pat, Mr. Cochrane lohnstone's 

IBOtion WAS NEGATtVBD WITHOUT A mTlSIOV. 

llias terminated^ for the presenty this memorable debate, 
'which involved consequences of the last impoi tance to the 
nation. 

From these proceedings in the House of Commons, may be 
inferred a perfect acquittal of her Royal Highness, No 
actual criminality was, or could be imputed to her Royal 
Qighness ; no case whatever waa made out | no matter ex^ 
iste4 against her Royal Highness to become the subject of 
Inquiry^ and therefore further inquiry was accounted super- 
€inou«. 

Notwithstanding this decision, however, on the I5th of 
March, Mr, Whitbread gave notice, in the House of Commont^ 
of his intention to move on the 17th of this month for an 
Address to the I*rince Regent, praying his Royal Highness to 
order a prosecution to be instituted against Lady Douglas, for 
the evidence given by her Ladyship, respecting the Princess 
'of Wales. 

I^pon the meetibg of the Itouse of Commons on the Idth 
Jnstant, after the transaction of some routine business, ^r. 
Whitbread siid, " I hold in my hand a petition that I 
received just before my attival in this House, which I was 
requested to lay before it. On perusing it I find that it ia 
tirorded in a manner perfectly respectful, and 1 therefore tojd 
the individual who delivered it into my care, that I felt it njy 
dilty, as a membei'of parliament, to present it. It is the petictoa 
tf M^^r G^x^al Sir John Dotighis, on behalf of himself and 
Charlotte Lady Douglas, hia wife. I remarked that the fonn 
of th^ signature was not perfectly regolar ; but I added, that 
I did coBCf ive, that notwithstaadiog this iaformality the House 
would receive it as the petition. of Sir John Doughs, chough 
Aottis the joint petition of htOKelf and hia wife^i— I, tk&teiote, 
move for leave to bring up this petitioa.*' 

The qjoestion byviag been put^ Mr» Whitbread brdugit up 
Hio petition, whicb waa rei4 iigr Hm Clerk, oeaiijr is the 
fbUowiag wocda t«* 



'*to the Honourable the CobUnOOSdiflhiitThtted 
Kingdom^ &c. 

** Tih6 hunlble petition of Majbr-Geoeral Sir Jobrji 
Douglas, oti behalf of himself and Charlotte La<Jy 
Douglas his wife— - 
*' Sheweth — ^That your peliHoheifs are a(lvise<l that the d^-* 
j)bsitions they tndde on their oaths, before the Lords Commis- 
sioners appointed by his Majesty for investigating the conduct 
bf her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, oh or about the 
first of Jan. I8O6, were not made 6n such judicial proceedin^^, 
ftr before stith d tribunal as couid legally support A f rOsecutldtl 
for perjury against them. 

"^ Reeling the mlle«t confidence in thos^ -depositions, ahd {0 
llie justice of their cause, they are ready and desirous*, and 
hereby o^er to re-swear to the truth of such depositions befqre 
dny tribunal competent to administer an oath, that your peti«« 
tiohers may be subjected to the penalty of" perjury if it be proved 
that they are false. 

" Ypur petitionetip therefone pray that ypUr Honouiahid 
tlouse will adopt such proceedings as in your wisdom may 1^ 
thought proper, to re-swear tbem to their depositions before 
stich tribunal as would legally svibject them to a prosecution fot 
such depositions^ should they be ptoved to be ^se : it being 
their anxious desire not to deliver themselves through auf 
yant of legal forms. 

(Signed) iouv Douglas.*^ 

Mr. Whitbread moved> that the petitfon be laid upon the 
table, and it was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Whitbread again rose> and haVinj taken d view 
jbf the whole affair relative to the conduct of her Royal 
Highness the Princess of Wales, -be mdde some remarks upon 
the line of proceeding adopted by two daily papers, the iWbfn- 
ing Herald and the Post. 

In tbeconrse of this long spksech, Mir* Whitbread obs^red, 
5? whtn opoo a fbriBir pig^t> in this Honse^ thePfific^sS 



3#df jptoHOuh^ ittfioce&t by the floblft tord (Castlerea^h), hd 
^as proud of her triumph. A noble friend of her Royal High*- 
ness had done him the honour of asking his advice^ and he ok 
^at occasion sketched out a letter of dignified submission from 
lier to his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, and sent it 
to the PrinOesi^. She did him the honour of taking a copy of 
it in her own hand^ with the intention of sending it to the 
Prince; but this healing and desirable step was prevented, by 
her receiving informatioci, that Sir John and Lady Douglas 
were again under examination, and that too with the saoctioki 
bf-the Lord Chancellor. The letter he would read, if the 
House would indulge him.*' The following is a <iorrecteopy j 

V SiE, — 'I once more approach your Royal Highness, and 
jean ventuife to assure you, sir, that if you will deign to read 
my letter, you will not be dissatisfied with its contents* 

• '' The repoi't made by certain Members of his Maje'sty*s 
!Privy Council, was communicated to me by Lord Sidmooth, 
and its contents appeared to those, upon whose advice I rely, 
to ^be such as to require on my part a public assertion of my 
Innocence, and a demand of investigation. . It cannot be un- 
known to your Royal Highness that I addressed a letter to the 
Lord C6ancellor> and a duplicate of that letter to the Speaker 
of the House of Commons, for the purpose of its being com- 
sn^nicated to the Houses. of Parliament. 

'^ The Lord. Chancellor twice returned my letter, and did 
Dot communicate its contents to the House of Lords, 

'' Hie Speaker of the House of Commons thought it his duty 
ito. announce, the receipt of my letter, and it was read from the 
chair. ,To my inexpressible gratification I have been informed, 
.^t, altbougb no proceeding was instituted according to my re- 
.<|uest, certain discussions which took place in that Honourable 
• House,, have resulted, in the complete, and unequivocal^ and 

• universal acknowJedgment of my entire innocence^ totbesa* 
tisfiiction of the world. 

. /' Allpw me, 8ir> to say to your Royal Highness, that I ad- 
. dress you now, relieved from % Ipad of distress which has presled 
Mpon me for many years^ 



"* t wts aiwqr$ ooD^CKHis ibeit I was fr^e froiiiiii r«pi!oaeh. I 
am DOW known to be so, and worthy to.bear ibe exabod tiljb 
i&f Priooess of Wales. 

•  

'' On the subject of the confirmatioh of tlie PriSbeess Chaiv 
lotte> I bowy as becomes me^ aod with implictt defence to 
ihe opinion ei^prossed by his Majesty^ now that J have b^eti 
made acquainted wkh it. His Majesty^s deciskio I must d« 
ways regard as sacred« 

'^ To such restriictions as your Royal H]ghn<»ss shall think 
proper to impose upon the intercourse between the Princess 
Chariptte and myself^ as arising out of the acknowledged exer- 
cise of ypur Parental and Royal Authority^ I submit without 
observation I bat I throw myself upon the ccanppssiooiof your 
Royal Highness^ not to abridge more than may be necessaiy 
my greatest^ indeed, my only pleasure. 

'^ Your R0yal Highness may be assured j that^ if the selec- 
tion of sdciety lor tlie Princess Charlotte^ when on bei yisits 
to me, were left to my diser^itloQ^ it would be, as it always 
has been> unexceptionabte for rank and cbaracter* If your 
iloyal Highneis would condescend, air, to name Ihe society 
3Foorself, your iajunctioiis should be shdctly adhond to* 

'' I wi4 not detain your Royal Highiies»*^ ibmvf O^sflf 
-again on your Royal justice and oompaasioii, and I fiobscc^ 
myself, with perfect sincerity, and in the happy fiieliagi of job- 
tified innocence, your Royal Highnesses, ftc. &e. kc.*' 

Mr. Whitbread concluded' \fy patiing in copies of the 
Morning Herald of Satiurday and Ifondi^ 4ast> the parts of 
Which alluded to were entered and Head, and then oKired an 
humble address to the P^itfce Q^egent, ei^resisiye of the deep 
conoepn and indigoatioh which the Hooae Halt at publicatiotis 
iif§o gioss and scandalous a natuie^ so painhil to the ibelings 
oi his Royjal HighnesB, and all the other branches ^f his illQs- 
trioos family, and praying that his R(^ Highness woold be 
pleased to order measures to be taken for bringing to jiiadoe all 
the ipersoHs concerned in so scandalous a business, and particu- 
krlf f6T ps«venting the ocmtinuance or r^etition of so. Ugfawi 
ofience. 
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After some farther observations from ILoFd Castlereagh, the 
ooble lord charged Mr. Whitbread '* with indulging in illif 
beral^ unfair^ and as he (Lord Gastkreagh) <hotight> anpaiiiili*^ 
mentary observations on the conduct of the Prince of Wale« 
himself.'* 

Mr. WKubbfdaKl then ipoved; that the worda of the noble 
lord be taken down. This, being agreed' to, Mr. Whitbread 

dictated febe words used by Lord Castlereagbj^ and the nobl^ 
lord declined to make any, aheraHsm (|h«rein. 

Some farther discussion took p^ace^ and' ^t length Lord 
Castlereagli pcoceeded with lus speech. The debate was then 
ooat'mted, in which Mr, ^nsonby, Mr.Batharst, Mr. Ste>- 
phen. Sir Samuel Romilly, Sir Thomas flomer, and Mr. 
Tierney. bore the principal share. 

Mr. Tievney (at the concIusioQ of bin speech)' tufdveil ai^ 
amendrtient, to which Mr. Whitbread consentfed. . Thi< 
lUKtevdoientj, upoa the original motion, was, " That the 
plover and publisher of the Morning Herald, and of tfte 
Morning Post, should be called to the bar of the House to.« 
mpnc^w, (the 19th inst.), te>anBwef by who^ aotfaoritgr they 
baii peb(i))hed^ the dispositions befbre the Privy Cotincif, and 
from whom ihey had' received them." 

After some remarks from Mr- Ryder, Mr* C. Wynnes apd 
Mr. Canning, Mr. Whitbread consented ta withdraw his ori»-. 
ginal motion^ and Mr. Tierney*s amakom ent was then put^ 
and ne^atiybida without a dimion. 

Before the reader enters upon Uie pervi&al of the ** Book 
iTSBtF,** some account of the circrnnstances which ginre ria6 
to its important conivsnts, WjKf» perhapB,. be aco^tableh This 
indeed^ is in.spmp measure, necessary ta the right understand- 
ing of that mass'of extraordinary' evidence now exhibited to the^ 
public. 

In the beginning of November 18Q5, his Royal Highness 
the Duke ofjS^ossex made known to the Prince that Sir John 
Douglas had coaimunioated to him some circumstancea in the 
conduct' of the Princess of Wales, that it was of the utmost «a»- 
aaqiience to- the honour of his Royal Highness, and to the se- 
curity of the Royal Sucoeasion>. should be made^known^to him ; 
;ind.thQt Sir John siiid> be and his Lad^R were ready to give a 
foil dN^^fiSx 1^ called uponi He added> that his Roj^ 
JHighnesi^ tbp Duke of Kept had been psfftly 9cq^ain(9fl 
with the o^atter a twelvefaooth- beware. 



In consequence of this, the Prince called on the Duke of 
K^ents to say what had been communicated to him» and why 
he had for a whole year kept from his kuowkdge a matter so' 
interesting to the honour of the family. ) 

The Duke of Kent, in a written declaration, stated, that 
about the end of 1804, he had received a note from the Prin- 
cess of Wales, stating, that she had got into an unpleasant aN 
tercation with Sir John and Lady Dougia»^ aboot an anony- 
mous letter and a filthy drawing* which tb^y^ imputed tojier 
Royal Highness. She requested the Duke of Keqt to inter* 
fere, and prevent its going farther. His Royal 'Highness ap- 
plied to Sir Sidney Smith, and through him had an interview 
with Sir John Douglas ; who seemed convinced that both the 
anonymous letters and the loose drawing were by the hand of 
the Princess, and that the design was to provoke SiMohn 
Douglas to a duel with his friend Sir Sidney Smith> by the 
gross insinuation flung out respecting the latter and Ladx 
Douglas. The Duke of Kent> however^ succeeded in prevail- 
ing on Sir John Douglas to abstain from his purpose of cooo^ 
meocing a prosecution, or of stirring farther in the business ; 
as he was satisfied in his mind of the falsehood of the insinua* 
tion, and could not be sure that the fabrications were not some 
»; gossipping story, in which the -Princess had no hand. Sir John, 

however, spoke with great indignation of the conduct of the 
Princess, and promised only that he would for the present ab^ 
stain from farther investigation, but would rK)t give htm a pro- 
mise of preserving silence if he should be farther annoyed.— 
The Duke of Kent concluded with stating, that nothing was 
communicated to him beyond this fracas, and that having. suc«- 
ceeded in stopping it, he did not think it fit to trouble his 
Koyal Highness with a gossipping story that might be entirely 
founded on the misapprehension of the offended parties. 

Sir John and Lady Douglas then made a formal declaration 
of the whole narrative, as contained in their subsequent affida* 
vits, before the Duke of York, on the 3d December, 1803. 

This declaration was submitted by the Prince to the late 
Lord Thuriow, who said, that his Royal Highness had no al- 
ternative — it was his duty to submit it to the King, as the Royal 
Succession might be afiected if the allegations were true. In 
the mean time, it was resolved to make farther inquiry, and 
Mr. Lowten, of the Temple, was directed to lake steps ac* 
cordingly. 

' The consequence was that William and Sarah Lampert (ser- 
vants to Sir John Douglas), William Cole, Robert and Sarah 
Bidgood, and Frances Lloyd made declarations, the whole of 
which, together with that of Sir John and Lady Douglas, were 
submitted to his Majesty, who thereupon issued a warrant, 
dated the 29th May I8O6, directing Lord Erskine, Lord Gren* 
ville, Earl Spencer, and Lord £llenl)orough, to inquire into tbo 
truth of the allegations^ and to report to him thereon, 
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x; ai2» Miy^t3i« I»iaogj been gmoiou^)]^' pleaded} 
b^. a» iostnutteot under Your; MaJQstju'sr R^yiJ^ 
S]gii)A||uQuaI,,« oppg^ of* wbiebk^ anoeiied' |e t^lH 
Etpcfrt^ to* " aiHtMfricQii etopowcr, nd diMtt iift 
to ioquiie into' th& Irutb of' cfcUim wriltfOr 
declaratioQS)^ touduog Ibe coqduGl o£ |l^ 
'' Ro)[al* H%h»ess the Prinqesa <tf Wi4e9^ aq 
" aiistract of wbich. had beei^ laid before Yoair 
^' MB^ijff. and to eumine upon^ oath siich^ 
'^ {nerstMa a»ive abpuld see fit^.toocbiog und <k^ 
^* ceniiog: the^ samej* and te nq^it; ta Your 
^' Miyeatjfi the r^^ljt;of sttchr 6MiDiiialioti9^'' Wci 
have, in dutiful obedience to Your M^fealj^'a'coiBH' 
tnandsy proceeded to examine the aeteral witnesses^ 
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the copies of whose depositions we have hereunto 
annexed ; and» ia further ^Mcutiop of die said 
commands we now most respectfully submit to 
Your Majesty the report of these examinadcms 
as it has appeared to us : But we beg leave at 
the same time humbly to ^ 'refer Your Majesty, 
for more <:omplete information, to the examinations 
themselv^Si ^n or4er^ |o ncortect aqjy eiroTv oC judg- 
ment, into which we may have umntentionally 
fallen, with respect to any part of tliis business. 
On a reference to the above-mentioned declara- 
tions, as the necessary foundation of all . our pro* 
<:eedings, we found that they t^on^sted in certain 
statements, which had been laid before His Royal 
Highness the Prince df Wales, Tespeetlhg 'the 
conduct of Her Royal Highness the Princess^ 
Thiat these statements, ' not only, imputed to Her 
Royal Highnis^ ^^^t tmpi*bpriety. aihd mdecetury 
of behaviour, but expressly asserted, parriy on 
Itie ground of' certam alleged declarations from 
tit Princess's own oiouth, and partly on the 
person&l observation of the informants, the fol- 
lowing most important iacts ; viz. That Her 
Royal Highness had been pregnant in the. year 
1 80S, in consequence of an illicit intercourse^ 
and that she had in the siame year been secretly 
driivered of a male child, which child bad e^ef 
jirlce that period- been brought up by Her Royal 
Highness in her own house, and undec her imme- 
diate inspection. 
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" "these allegations ^us made, had, as we £oiiiid,; 

Jbeen fbllonied by declarations from other persQaa^ 
#ho had not indeed spoken to the important 

.fiictft of the pregnancy or delivery of Her Royal 

? Ji^hfness, but had related otheir particulars, m 

^ttiemselves extremely suspicious, and still moie 
so when connected with the assertions already 
mentioned. 

In : the painful situation, in- which His Royal 
^ghnesls was^ placed^ by these communications,' 
we learnt that His Royal Highness had adopted; 
•the :only course which could, in our judgment, 
ifi^ifh propriety 4be followed. When informations^ 
siaeh as these, had been thus confident alleged; 

^ mkd particularly detailed, and had been in some; 
degree supported by collateral evidence, apjdying 
Co other points of the same nature (though going* 
to a fitr less extent)^ vne line only could be pur- 
sued. • 

iBvery sentiment of duty to Your Majesty, and- 

r of concern for the public welfare, required that* 
these particulars should not be withheld from. 
Your Majesily, to whom more particularly Be- 
longed the cognizance of a matter of State, m* 

V nearly touching the honour of Your Majesty's 

: Royal Family, tind by possibility, aflecting Ibf 

: Succession of Your Majesty's cro w n. 

Your Majesty had been pleased^ on your part, 

t;|o view.the sut^ect in^the same light* Consider* 
ingitas a matter which, on every accaunt, de<* 
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ntamddd' the \h^ ' ibweduiii iasrestifi^otv Vfur 
Mn^tjf btd thauglit&te^GOiaQiit iuteiHir kaod^i 
tfift duty of aMertainin^ ia> tlm* ivst iutanceif wkU,, 
dtgrdf 9f dredjt wo^ due^ to ibe inforpiati^qb ^vod) 
thereby etmbUog Your M&jesfy ta ^cidA wbp|l| 
fcffUier i}ondiKt4orad^ /Gonc«mi»g,lbemw^ 

On thift itoTiew^ tbere£Mi^ oi the- iMttq»4 thua, 
' alleged, and of the course hitherto pursued nffin> 
tfaaaii.we defMed it proper 'w th^ %8t 9ktoqf\to , 
euotinei tbase persons.^ iu wIk)6& dedar^atioflyi tbp 
dccMite fhi^ thift^ JA^ey luidx m JSecause, 

if ttejrv^Mir being. dxamiMd «ip0iD^oath|,bad cetrac^t,. 
ted or varied' ttafir as^iticM^ (dl necessity iot, 
fUrtbett i n»(wli g it ien oiigbt |K>8iHbly bwfe^ fa|een» 
iveduded.' 

We* ftccordid^y: fiKsfr examined on. oatb^ tbc^^ 
grbkcipili lAftMoantSySi^ JobivDovglaas.and Cbar/: 
lotte: bii ^i(^> m4ip both positively swoce^ the^ 
former to his having observed the fact of tbe* 
(iregDianey (A* Mer' Royal Higtuiess^ and the latter 
tfiR all the' important particulars contained iober. 
fdrmtr d^cdsMtipnyandr above referred tn* Tbein 
efottninaAibns are asmexedto' this^ RefDOCtyiandAre; 
cifcumstobtial andi pesitivr* 

. Tbci obosti material of those aUcgptioos,, intg<tbe^' 
tnidi of wbieh wice i^been diiiected to^ inqyii«|4 
being thus far s«f>poffted by? tke oatb^of the parti(^ 
frem Mrbom they ^ bad? proceeded, . we^ thee felc^ it 
our: diity tD foH6vr i^. tbe Iiiqidrj, by ^tbe^ansiiia^ 
iioito£ sttcb, other) persons 4is^ life Judgpd beu tfbie^ 



Mu^e'<if iciqi^^ inmy p atti ieri m -s enlist be kmrak 
irtlk4i ywM bt Meessaiily •eonelusive on the 
trttHk «r falicibood of «hese declanitioiM. So uiaiif 
persofis ttiwt have ,teen witnesses to tht appear^ 
•nets W air acAiMlijr ^Kisttag fireguaacy ; so oianjr 
cittonn6<»<iq es musl hate been tttendont upon a 
ffftil ^MiMry; and difficrilieB m nrnnerouB tod 
imutnKmottMe owst htM^ been ipvolvtd id tnj 
tllMwpl to acfiMiQt for tht Itfint in ^ptfistioli, tt 
t^ ^diild; of tBoditr iramatj tf il had bero in 
i«ttlit4MM4)f tbt Piinetss; that we ettertaiiitd 
a Mi ani otnlftJMt tKpedatkm of ariiving ct cook 
plilt^ pMof, tMitr ift tht afEroMttft or mgotiw^ w 
tbiryiiwt of «ht tubjcct 

l%b eap^fltfini was not disappriMeoL We 
tM liappy It dt€lar<( to Your Mp^tj our pecfed 
eicrnvtedoU iImA lliere is no foiuidatioB wfaataMc 
fbr 4)tKtvinjg^atthe tkM «ow mth Iht IVioaaia 
is 4tx6 ^faiU ^tf Htr ftoyai Hig^MBS, pr that she 
wts 4dtlf wrod o# tsiy 4^d intiie year IflCMI; nol^ 
has any thiog appi^Miol to «« which woiM waiittol 
tl)» ticMef thtt ^ Mas pregnant in that yeari or 
flit tf|^4Dlter ^jMNitd "wiiliin the eompasa of i>iir in^ 
qpMts, 

^3;ht ImteMity ^ Iht cbld^ mm mUk ti» 
Mmmn^ 4l^ patentagi^ 4bt pkoe and ^e <cbte o€ 
its 4ftth. At tilit and ih^ cieeiMastanoast af ita 



being hrst taken under Her. Royal Higbaess'i 
protection, are all established by such a concur* 
rence botb of positive and circumstantial evidence, 
as can, in our judgment, leave , no question on 
this part of the subject* The child was, beyond 
all doubt, bom in the Brownlovr- Street Hospital, 
on the 1 Itb day of July, 1802, of the body of So- 
phia Austin, and was first brought to the Princess's 
House in the month of November following. Nei- 
ther should we be more warranted in expressiiig 
any doubt respecting the alleged pr^nancy of 
the Princess, as stated in the original deckurn*. 
tions ; — a fact so fully contradicted, and by so many 
witnesses^ to whom, if true, it must, in various ways 
have been known, that we cannot think it entitled; 
to the smallest credit. The testimonies, on these 
two points are contained in the annexed deposi-/ 
tions and letters* We have not partially abstracted 
them in this Report lest, by any unintentional 
omission, we might weaken their effect ; but. we 
hnmbly offer to Your Majesty this our clear and 
unanimous judgment. upon them, formed on full 
deliberation, and pronounced without he$ita|ion^ 
on the residt of the whole Inquiry. 

We do not, however, feel ourselves at liberty^ 
snich as we should wish it, to close our Report: 
here. Besides the allegations of the pregnancy, 
and delivery of the Princess, those declanvtions, on 
the whole of which Your Majesty has been pleasedt 
to command us to inqqire and report, contain^. 
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as we have already remarked, other particulars 
respecting the conduct of her Royal Highness, 
3uch; as must, especially considering her exalted 
rank and station, necessarily give occasion to very 
unfavourable interpretations. 

From the various depositions and proofs an- 
nexed to this Report, particularly from the exa- 
niinations . of Robert, Bidgood, William Cole, 
Frances Lloyd, and Mrs. Lisle, Your . Majesty 
.win perceive that several strong circumstances of 
this description have been positively sworn to by 
witnesses, who cannot, in our judgment, be sus- 
pected of any unfavourable bias, and whose vera- 
city, in this respect, we have seen no ground to 
qli^stion. 

On the precise bearing and effect of the facts 
thus appearing, it is not for us to decide ; these 
we submit to Your Majesty's wisdom : But we 
conceive it to be our duty to report on this part 
of the Inquii7, as distinctly as on the former facts : 
that, as on the one hand> the facts of pregnancy 
and delivery are to our minds satisfactorily dis- 
proved, so on the other hand We think, that the 
circumstances to which we now refer, particularly 
those stated to have passed between Her Royal 
Hightiefes and- Captain Manby, must be credited 
until they shall receive some decisive contradic-^ 
lion ; and, if true, are justly entitled to the most * 
«6nous consideration. . 
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We canhot close tbis It^pdrt, #fthbut hiittbly 
k'ssuring Yodr Mfajest;^, that tt wtn, m 6V6l*y 
account, bur itHi^tloud i^trisfa, b haVe iefjcteutid tMd 
delicate trust, witii as little ptiblidty a^ tbe toaicw^ 
of the case would possibly allow ; lahti #e fehtre^t 
Your Majfesty^s perfttssion to expi^ess onr fall per- 
suasion, Qiat if Ihis Vvikh has fadeh di^ppdittted, ^t 
failure is hot imputable tb ahy tiling unneeessiaHty 
iseua or done by Us. 

All which is iho^t Uixinbl^ ^iibtnittea t6 tbtlt 
Majesty. 




EKSKINE, 
iSPENCER, 
^RteNVILLte, 
July 14th, 1806. ELLENBORCKJGH. 

A true Copy, 



The Depositions which accompanied this Report 
vUll he found in Appendix (A.) numbered fnm 
1 to 99. 



Blaekheath, Aug. \% 1806. 

•SlUE, 

With lUe deepest fediogs of gratitude to your 
Majesty, I take the^ first opportunity to acknow- 
ledge having received, as yesterday only, the Re- 
port from the Lords Commissioners, which was 
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dilta^ from ^fi 14t}i of J^ly• J$ yag brom^t by 
LoHji Erskinie's Footm^i^ djpecled to tl^^ Pirjn^^ 
9f Wales ; besides a note .QqdosQcj, tb|is PPRl^of^ pf 

ap(} fleport by Q:)mfl[i^(j5 pf h}9 M^jestjf ][ ^4 
rtft»Qn tp flatter ofy^ejf tha.t |;he JLpr^a iGpipmifir 
sioi^ers wpul<} pot l^ve given jp the R^porf, be* 
fpre they h^d beei} prppi^ly iaforiped of 79x^9^;^ 
circumstance^} vM^ pu^ f^ ^ ^#^!^& W^ 4fi'^'* 
p^terxniijdf^fl ygmafl, be yejy wppleasiw* fo )a^vp 
spread, without bfl^ying thp meftfls tp e^iicsilpatp 
hersi^Jf, Ppt J can in the ffice o^ the Almighty 
a9su,re your Majesty that yoqr Daugbter-in-l^w is 
ipnQcent, and hier ponduct unquestionable; free 
from ;all the indecorqms, and imprgprieties^ which 
are imputed to her at present by the Lords Com- 
missionersy upon the evidence of persons, who 
speak as falsely as Sir John and Lady Dou^as 
themselves* Your Majesty can be sure that I 
shall be anxious to give the mo^ solemn denial in 
Qiy poyi^r tp.all l^e sci^ndalous Qtork^ of Bjidgood, 
an^ Cplej to ma]ce my ppndupt Ift cleared in the 
most satisfactory way, for the tranquillity of your 
Majesty; for the honour of your iili^trpus family^ 
and the gratification of your afflicted daughter-in- 
law. In the mean time I can safely trust your 
Majesty's gracious justice to recollect, that the 
whole of the evidence on which the.co^i^mj^oners 
have given credit to the infamous stories charged 
agamst me, was taken behind my back, without my 
having any opportunity to contradict or explain 
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any thing, or even to point out those persons, 
who might have been called, to prove the little 
credit which was due to some of the witnesses, from 
their connection with Sir John and Lady Douglas ; 
and the absolute falsehood of parts of the evidence, 
which could have been completely contradicted. 
Oh ! gracious Kin^ I how look for that happy 
moment, when I may be allowed to appear again 
before your Majesty'^s eyes, and receive once more 
the assurance irofti your Majesty's own mouth 
that I have your gracious protection ; and that 
you will not discard me from your friendship, of 
which your Majesty has been so condescending to 
giv^ me so many m^rks of kindness ; and which 
must be my only support, and my only consolation, 
in this country. I remain with sentiments of the 
bighejst esteen), veneration, and unfeigned atlach- 
ment^ 

Sire, 

Your Majesty^s most dutiful, submissive, 
and humble Daughter-in-law and Subject, 

(Signed) CAROLINE. 



To the King, 






Montagite-House, Aug.' 17th, 1806. 

The Princess of Wales desires the Lord Chan- 
cellor to present lier humble duty to the King, 
and to lay before His Majesty the accooipanying 
letter and papers. The Princess makes this com- 
munication by his Lordship's hands, because it 
relates lo the papers with which she has been 
furnished through his Lordship, by His Majesty's 
commands. 

To the Lord Chancellor. 



Aug. 17th, 1806. 

SittE, 

Upon receiving the copy of the Report, made 
to Your Majesty, by the Commissioners, appointed 
to inquire into certain Charges against my Con(?uct, 
I lost no time, in returning to your Majesty, my 
heartfelt thanks, for your Majesty's goodness in 
commanding that copy to be communicated to 
me. 

I wanted no adviser, but my own heart, to 
express my gratitude for the kindness, and protec- 
tion which 1 have uniformly received from your 
Majesty. I needed no caution or reserve, in 
expressing my confident reliance, that that kind- 
ness and protection would not be withdrawn from 
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me, oa thia trying occ«aioi| ; md that your Majes* 
ty's justice would not suffer your mind to be 
affected, to my disadvantage, by any part of a 
Report, founded upon partial evidence, taken in 
my absence, upon charges^ not yet communicated 
to me, until your Majesty had beard, what might 
be alleged, in my behalf, in answer to it. But 
your Majesty, will not be surprised, nor displeas* 
<ed, that I, a woman, a stranger |o the laws and 
usages of your Majesty's kingdom, und^ charges, 
aimed, originally, at my life, and honour, should 
hesitate to determine, in what manner I ought to 
act, even under the present circumstances, with 
respect to such accusations, without the assistance 
of advice in which I could confide. And I have 
bad submitted to me the following observations, 
respecting the copies of the papers with which I 
have been furnished. And I humbly solicit from 
your Majesty's gracious condescension and justice, 
a compliance with the requests, which arise out of 
them. 

In the first place, it has been observed to me, 
that these copies of the Heport, and of the accom- 
panying papers, have come unautbenticated by 
the signature of aqy person^ high, or low, whose 
veracity, or even accuracy> is pledged for their 
correctness, or to whom resort might be had, if it 
should be necessary, hereafter, to establish, tiiat 
thesp papers are correct copies of the originals. 
I am far from insinuating that the want of such 
attestations was intentional. No doubt it was omit- 
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ted lliro«igh tfmdyerteiice ; but its importaDte it 
j[>ArtlGukH;;f <6&nfirmM bj the state, in^diicb the 
to^y of Mrs. Listens exBinmalioa has been traiia^ 
initio to n^e. For k the third page of that exami** 
mtkivi thtere have beeu two erasures; od ooe of 
Hfhkl^ WIM M^wdB bat^ been, sabseqoeutly ii>> 
t)t)di!Kbisd Ig^pp^t^tly in a diSbreot baod-writini; 
4tefiiB th^ body <&( the eKsmf^mation ; and tbe passage 
^b it Mafiidis id prefcably incorrect, because the 
pbras^ is UAliHteUigible. And this occfa^s in an 
%iA^pm&^ part wf ^r examination. 

'Tbt tuMbie, bqt eaumest r^fuest, ii^bich I baire 
to ^£&e tb fotn l^jtsky, wtncb is suggested by 
*V)fis <dbs«!r«^lli^n> is, ^Ibsft your Majesty wmiU 4e 
•gf^idUsly iptoased tfo "direct, tbat the Iteport, and 
^Sib ptai^^Si^ vvhioh atccompaay it, and which, Hit 
^^t pitt^dse, I i/«dture lo transmit to your Majes»- 
1^ wiA 1l«8 letter, »iay be ei^mined, and tbcn 
4«eul*nM to iQJe, authenticated as correct, laidor 
> 1^ ^ignatone icf some person, who, having attested 
Aeir ^iscaracy, may be able to prove it 

lii th6 seieond place, it has been observed to 
me, that tbe Report proceeds, by peference to 
Mftam ^written declarations, tirbich the Ckmimissidn- 
^ers describe as ihe necessary foundation of ^1 Ibeir 
prcieeedftigB, and which contain, as I presume, the 
charge or information against my conduct. Y>et 
'Copter of these written declarations bave BOt heea 
igiven to me. They are described indeed, in tbe 
'Report, as consisting in certain statemeots, respeot* 
. «ag imy co&duiit, imputing not only, gross iti^pM- 



v 



t 
I 



16 

priety of behaviour, but expressly asserting. hQt$ of 
the most conilriiied, and abandoned criminality, .for 
which, if true, my life might be forfeited. . I^hese 
are stated to have been followed by declarations 
from other persons, who, though nqt speaking to 
the same facts, had related other particul^,rs, in 
themselves extremely suspicious, and still ,more so, 
as connected with the assertions already mentioned. 
On this, it, is observed to me, that it is most iai- 
portant that I should , know the extent, . and the 
particulars of the charges or informatiqus: against 
me, and by. what accusers they have been made ; 
whether I am answering the charges of one set of 
accusers, or more. Whether, the authors of the 
original declarations, who may >be collected from 
the Report to be Sir John and Lady, Douglas, are 
my only accusers; and the declarations which. Are 
said to have followed, are the declarations X)f per- 
sons adduced as witnesses by. Sir .John and Lady 
Douglas to confirm their accusation; or whether 
^ucb declarations are the charges of persons, who 
have made themselves also, the authors of distinct 
accusations against me. 

The requests, which, I humbly hope, your Ma- 
jesty, will think reasonable, and just to grant, and 
which are suggested by these further, observations 
are, 

Firsts That your Majesty would be graciously 
pleased to direct, that I should be furnished with 
copies of these declarations ; and, if they are rightly 
described in the Report, as the necessary founda- 



twmcrf all the iprocecdings of the CoiMDfesiowef s, 
your Majesty con W not, I am persaadet!, but bave 
graciously intended, in directing that I shotiM be 
ftrrrashed with a copy of tbe Report, thai I sHoukl 
also see this essetrtial part of the prodeedkig, the 
foundation on which il reats* 

Secon^y That I may be inforaied wheAer I 
have one or more, aiid how tnafay accusers • and 
who they are ; ss the wdght and credit of the «i<f- 
ciisation cannot but be much affected by the qua**- 
ter from whence ft originates. 

Thirdly, That f bay be inftrrmed of the iinie 
p^tti the ^edaratibns were made, Poi- the wdgLt 
and Credit of the accdsation mu^, aldo, be modi 
affect^, ty the length of time, 'which my accuseds 
may have been contented to have been the eHerit 
deposftorfes of those heavy matters of guilt, and 
charge/and; ^ 

'Lastfyy That your Majest/s gobdness wil! se- 
cure to me a speedy return of these papers, ac- 
companied, 1 trust, with the fbrthisr information 
which I have soHcited ; but at all events a speedy 
return of them. And your Majesty wHl see, that 
it is not without reason, that I make this last request, 
when your Majesty is informed, that, though the 
Report appears to have been made upon the 14th 
oiJiji^f yet it was. not sent to v^ tffl the 1 1 th of 
the preacxit OKiBth. A simitar id^lfiy, I should, of 
all things, deplore;. For it is with i^uctance, that 
I yield to those suggestions, which have induced 
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me to lay, these my bumble requests, before your 
Majesty, since they must, at all events, in some de- 
gree, delay the arrival of that moment, to which, 
I look forward, with so earnest, and eager an im- 
{)atienGe ; when I confidently feel, I shall complete • 
ly satisfy your Majesty, that the whole of these 
charges are alike unfounded : and are all parts of 
4he same conspiracy against me. Your Majesty, so 
satisfied, will, I can have no doubt,. be as anxious as 
myself, to secure to me that redress, which, the 
laws of your kingdom (administering, under your 
.JViajesty's just dispensation, equal protection and 
justice, to every description of your Majesty's sub- 
jects,) are prepared to afford t;o those, who are so 
deeply injured as I have been. That I have in tiiis 
^case, the strongest claim to your , Majesty's justice, 
J am confident I ^shall prove ; but I cannot, as I am 
advised, so satisfactorily establish that claim, till 
your Majesty's goodness shall have directed mei to 
be furnished with an authentic statement of the ac^ 
tual charges against me, and that additional infor- 
mation, which it is the object of this letter most 
humbly, yet earnestly, to impk)re. 

I am, '. ^- • 

Sire, 

Your Majesty's most dutiful, submLraive, . 
and humble Daughter*in-law, 

Montague House. (Sighed) C. P. ' 

To the. King. 
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Aug. 20th, 1805. 

The Lord Chancellor has the honour to return^ 
to her Boyal Highness the Princess of Wales, the 
boxj as he received it this morning from His Ma- 
jesty. It contains <the papers he formerly sent 
to her Royal Highness, and which he sends ios they 
are, thinking that it may be in the meantime most 
agreeable to her Royal Highness. 

- The reason of their not having been authenticat-* 
ed by the Lord Chancellor^ was, that he received 
them as xropies, from Earl Spencer, who was in 
possession of the originals; and he could not there* 
fore, with propriety, do so, not having himself 
ccHnpared them ; but Hei Royal Highness may 
depend upon having other copies sent to her, which 
have been duly examined and certified to be so. . 

The box will be delivered to one of her Royal 
Highpess's Pages in waiting, by the principal offi- 
cer, attendant upon the Lord Chancellor, and he 
trusts he shall find full credit, with her Royal High- 
ness, that in sending a servant formerly with the 
papers, the moment he received them (no messen- 
ger being in waiting, and the ofiicers who attend 
him, being detained by their duties in court,) he 
could not be supposed to have intended any pos- 
sible disrespect, which he is incapable of shewing 
to any lady, but most especially to any member of 
His Majesty's Royal Family. 

To Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wake^ 
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iii^otn't Inn Fields, Aug. 34, 1806* 

H IS Majesty i&as been pkilMri to tranvfxiit 'to me 
tfas letter whtoh be bed reecived imti your {^yal 
Ul^aass, dened the 17th iMtehti; Ad4to direct, tbM 
I shouild QOflniBunicaie the fsemie to tke Lord$ 
Comaiiseiomra» who bad been mtomanujbi) .by HU 
Majesty to report to HilB Miyetty m tbe fnetter^ 
therein referred to ; oad I iiave now received His 
Majesty 6 fiirtber eoiBmandsi in oonaeqiiencQ of 
tha^ Idterv to acqaaiot y<M»r Royikl Higbuess^ (bat 
uihea I traosuiitted to your Hoyal HighD9S3| bj 
the King^s GQnmiandfty and uuder i^y &}g{iature» 
the copies of ofii&ial papers^ )«^bich t^ b^en laid 
before His Mc^esty^ tbD^e papefi^ were judg^ 
thereby duly. anitheaticated» according to the u^ual 
course add ioswA of osffice ; and ^efficiently so^ far 
the parpotses;, for wMch^ His Majesty bad been gia- 
ciously pleased to direct them to be communicated 
to your Royal Uigbnees. 

That, nerertbeless, thbre d^es not e|)pear to be 
any i^ason for His Majesty's dedioing a compliance 
with the request which yeur Royal Higbfiess has 
been^advised to make^ that those capita should, 
' after being iexaittiaed with the original^ be et^ 
tested by »ome person 4o bo named for that pur* 
^tose^ and tlial;, if yourrAoyei Highness m\\ do 
ine the honour to tresismit thecn to m% they siiall 
be examined and attested according^, after oer«- 
recting any errors^ that may have occurred in the 
copying. 
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His Majesty has farther authorized me to ac- 
quaint your Royal Highness, that he is graciously 
pleased, on your Royal Highness's request, to con- 
JSienty that copies of (the written declarations, referred 
to in the Report of the Lords Commissioners, 
should be transmitted to your RoyaJi Highness, and 
that the same will be transmitted accordingly^ so 
soon ;a3 Ihey can be transcribed. 

(Signed) ERSKINE C. 

« 

The Lerd Oianodlor has the honour to add to 
!tha above official coaimunicAtion, that hia Purse- 
bearer respectfully waits her Royal Highness's com- 
mands, in case it should be Her Royal Higbneas*d 
plea&ttFe to return the papers by him. 

Her Roifal Highness the Prineess of Wales, . 



Linmtffs Imi Fields, Aug. 29th, t806» 

» 

Th£ Lo&d CbanGellor has the honour to transmit^ 
to Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, the 
papers,* desired by Her Royal H^hnesa, just as 
be received them a few minutes ^go from Earl 
Spencer, with the note accompanying them. 

* N. B. The^e papersy bemg the original declu- 
rations^ en mhich the Inquiry proceeded twill ie 
Jomd in Jppendia^ (A*) 
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Aug. 31st, 1806. 

Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales 
acquaints the Lord Chancellor, that the gentle- 
man, with whom her Royal Highness advises, and 
who had possession of the copies of the official 
papers communicated to Her Royal Highness, 
by the Lord Chancellor, returned from the coun- 
try late yesterday evening. Upon the subject of 
transmitting these papers to the Lord Chancellor, 
for the purpose of their being examined, and 
authenticated, and then retmmed to Her Royal 
Highness, he states, that in consequence of 
the Lord Chancellor's assurance, contained in his 
note of the 20th inst. that Her Royal Highness 
might depend upon having other copies sent to 
her, which had been duly examined and certified 
to be so ; he has relied upon being able to refer to 
those already sent, and therefore it would be incon* 
venieut to part with them at present: and Her 
Rpyal Highness therefore bopes^ that the Lord 
Chancellor will procure for her the other authenti- 
cated copies, which his Lordship promised in h)^ 
note of the 20th inst. 

With respect to the copies already sent, being 
as the Lord Chancellor expresses it, in his letter 
of the 24th inst '' judged to be duly authenticated 
^< according to the usual course and forms of office, 
^ and sufficiently so for the purpose for which 
^^ His Majesty bad been graciously pleased to 
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'^ direct them to be communicated to Her Royal 
" Highness, because they were transmitted to 
" Her, by the King's commands, and under his 
" Lordship's signature," — Her Royal Highness 
could never have wished for a more authentic 
attestation, if she had conceived, that they were 
authenticated under such signature. But she could 
not think diat the mere signature of his Lordship, 
on the outside of the envelope, which contained 
them, could afford any authenticity to the thirty 
papers, which that envelope contained ; or could, 
in any manner, identify any of those papers, as 
having been contained in that envelope. And 
she had felt herself confirmed in that opinion, by 
his Lordship's saying in his note of the 20th insU 
*\ that the reason of their not having been authen- 
ticated, by the Lord Chancellor, was, that he 
received them as copies from Earl Spencer, who 
^^ was in possession of the originals, and he could 
" not therefore with propriety do so, not having 
" himself compared them. 

Her Royal Highness takes this opportunity of 
acknowledging the receipt of the declarations refer* 
red to in the Commissioners' Report 

To the Lord Chancellor. 
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Uncolu's Inn Fields, Sept fnd, 1806. 

The Lord Chancellor has taken the earliest 
opportunity in his power, of complying with the 
wishes of Her Royal Highness the Princess o^ 
Wales* He made the promise of other copies, 
without any communication with the other Com- 
missioners, wholly from a desire to shew every 
kind of respect arid accommodation to Her Royal 
Highness, in any thing consistent with bis du^, 
vnd| not at al?^ from any idea, that the papers, as 
originally sent, (though there might be errors vta 
the copying) were not sufficiently authenticated. 
An opinion which he is obliged to say he is not 
removed from ; nevertheless, the Ix)rd ChancelTotr 
has a pleasure in conforming to Her Royal High- 
ties^^s wishes, arid has the honour to erictose the 
attested copies of the Depositions, as he has rec^iv- 
tjd them from Earl Spericer. 

* • • • 

To Her Royal Highness the Princess offTakh 



To the King. 



Sire, 



Imprissed with the deepest sentiments of gra^* 
titude, for the countenance and protection which I 
have hitherto uniformly received from your majes* 
ty, I approach you, with a heart undismayed, upon 
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tbis oecl6ibD> so aufnl and mofm^htbuB to my cha- 
ra)cter> my botiotir; di^d my happmess. I shbuljd 
iodeed^ (under eharges such as have now been 
broogbt against me>) prove myself undeserving of 
the cotitinuanceof tbi&t countenance and protection, 
and altog^her unworthy- oif the high station, nrhich 
I hold in your Majesty's iliustriogs f^mHy, if I 
sought for any partiality, for any indulgeifice, for 
any tbhig moretban what is due to me' in' justice. 

: My ^titiiie confidence in your Majesty's vjrtuis as- 
sures me; that I (^nnot meet \vith./^<f^^ » 
The' situation, which I have been so happy as to 
hold in your Majesty's good 'opinion ^nd esteem ; 
ttiy station in your -Maj^ty's august family; my 
liife, niy honptir, and, through mine, tb& hoiidur of 
your Majesty's family have b4»en Attacked. Sir 
MHa jjind Lady Doiiglas Have attempted to suppoH 
a dixt^tapd preciiBe charge, by wtidch they ho^ dared 
to impute tJo me^ the enonmous guilt of Hl^ 
Treason, committedin the foul crim<^of Adnitery. 
In this charge, thb extravagance of their nidie&has 
defeated itself. The Report of the Lbrd^ Com- 
missioners, acting under yoi^r Majesty's warpafit| 
has most fully cleared itoe'of that charge. Buttbei^ 
remain in>putations, strangely sanctioned, and couii- 

. tenanced by that Report,> on which I cannot remain 
silent, without incurring ti)e most fatal cbnse- 
quences to -my honour and character* For iti^afes 
to your -Majesty, that *' The circumstances detailed 
against me mttst be tredited^ till they are deci* 
alvelyt ooutmdictetd . '' 
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To contradict^ wkfa aa smueb dectaioii, as tbe 
contradiction oS an accufod can com^ ; to expooe 
the injustice add malice of my enedoiea; toahew 
the utter i(npo9$ibitity of giving .credit to their tes- 
timony ; abd to vindicate my owq iamcenee^ will 
be the objectqi, Sii^e, of thia lettioir. In the coluw 
of toy p^irsuing th(e$e otyectSi I $haU have much to 
leomplain of> in the substance of the Proceeding 
k^el^ and much i& the Hpanfi^ of conducting il. 
That any of thei^ charges should, ever, have bMD 
entertained, upon testimony so little worthy «f 
belief which betrayed^ m every sentence, the 
malice in which it origifialed ; th^ even if tftis]^ 
were entertained ^ al|^ yoifi: IVIfyesty shaiM hiavie 
been advised to pass by the ordinary legal mpdds 
of Inquiry int^ mch high criqies, a^d to r^fbr ti^ten 
to a Coq^Ktii^sion^ qpeR to alt^ the otyectkxi, whkh I 
shall have to state to such a fllK)de of Ii^uiry ; that 
thie Commissioners, after having iiegatived the 
priacij^al ^ar^e of sobstantive crkAe^ should hare 
entertilin^d' considerations of matters, that amocml- 
ed to no legal ofience, and which were ladduced, 
not as snbstantive charges ia ihemsel^vea, bitt as 
matters in sup|K>rt of ti^ 'prip<^al accusation; 
That through the pressure and weight of tb^ Mr 
cial occupatipts^ tli!^ did Boti fierhaps, coKild 9elt> 
bestow that attention on the cose, whi<^ if gwtmto 
it, must Have eaabled theo^ toi detect the vittai^ 
and falsehood of my accusers, and tbieir fou^.t^n- 
spiracy against me; and must have. preserved oiy 
character from the weighty tmpntatiCitt whkiiih^ 
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Mithorily of the Comtnksionere, has, for a time, 
wMi upon it; but, abpve all, tliat they should, 
upqn this es parte Examination, M^ithout hearing 
006 word that I could urge, have reported to your 
^^j^ty, an opinion on thes^ matters, so prejudi^ 
dal pQ my honour, and from wbidi I can have no 
Appeal, to the laW6 of the country^ (because the 
<:iiarges, ccmstituting lio legal offence, cannot be 
made tiie ground of a judicial inquiry ;)— These 
and many other circumstances, connected with the 
kngth of the Proceeding, which have cruelly a^ra- 
TGrted, to my feelings, the pain necessarily atten* 
dant upon this Inquiry, I shall not be able to 
refi^in from stftting, and urging, as soatters of se- 
rious lamentation at least, if not of well-grounded 
^eomplaint. 

In cotiitnenting upon any part of . the oirdiim- 
stances, which have occurred in the course of tiiis 
Inquiry, whatever observations 1 may be compel- 
led to make t»pon any of them, I trust, I never 
shall forget wbat is due to officers in high station 
and 5iemployma^ under your Majesty. No apolo- 
gy^ therefore, can be required for any reserve in my 
es^nsssions towards them. But if, in vindicating 
ray innocence against the injustice and malice of my 
enemies, I should appear to your Majesty not to 
express mp^f wi^ all the warmth and indigna- 
, tioo, which innocence, so foully calumniated, must 
feel, your Majesty will^ I trust, not attribute my 
forbearance to any insensibility to the griQvous in- 
jttries^ I have susfttined; but will graciously be 
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l^rleascd to ascribe it to tbe restraint I have iinpos* 
ed upon myself^ lest Jn endeavounDg to describe 
ID just terms, th^ motivesi the conduct, tbe per- 
jury, and all the foul circumstances which charac- 
terize, and establish tbe malici of my ac9users,. I 
vmight use language, which, though not unjustly ap- 
plied to them; might be .improper to he u^ed, by 
me, to any* body, or unfit to be employed by any 
body, humbly, respectfully, . and dutifully address- 
ing your Majesty. 

- . That a fit opportunity has occurred for laying 
open my heait lo your Majesty, perhaps, I shall, 
hereafter, have .no reason to lament. For more 
than two years, I had been ipformed^ that, upon 
the presumption of some misconduct in me, my 
behaviour had been made the subject o( investig^** 
tion, and my neighbours' ^rvants had been exam- 
ined, concerning it. And for some time, I had 
received mysterious ai^d indistinct . intimations, 
that some great mischief was ihediitated towards 
me. Aod, in all the ciircumstances of my v^ry pe- 
culiar sitgation, it will not be thought strange, tfiat 
bpwever conscious I wa$, that I had no just cause 
of fear, I shpuld yet feel some un^siness on thb 
account. . With surprise certainly, (because the 
first tidings were of a kipd to excite surprise,) but 
without alarm, I received theJntelligience, that, for 
sotnc reason, a formal .investigation of some parts 
of my conduct had been advised, and had actually 
taiken .place. His Royal :HigbnQss ;the Duke of 
Kent, on the 7th of June, announced it to me. 
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He announced to me,^ — ^thc Princess of Wales, in 
the first communication made to me, with respect 
to this proceeding, thenear approach of two attornies 
(one of them, I since find, the solicitor employed 
hy Sir John Douglas), claiming to enter my dwell- 
ing, with a warrant, to take away one half of my 
household, for immediate examination upon a 
charge against myself. Of the nature of that 
charge, I wa3 then uninformed. It now appears, it , 
wa§ the charge of High Treason, committed in the 
infamous crime. of adultery. His Royal Highness, 
;I am sure, will do me the justice to represent to 
your Majesty, that I betrayed no fear, that I ma- 
nifested no symptoms of conscious guilt, that I 
.sought no excuses to prepare, or to tutor, my ser- 
vants for the examination which they were to under- 
go. The only request which I made to his Royal 
Highness was, that he would have the goodness to 
' remain with me till my servants were gone ; that 
.he might 'bear witness, that I had no conversation 
,with them before tliey went. In truth, Sire, my 
anxieties, under a knowledge that softie serious 
mischief was planning against me, and while I was 
ignorant of its quality and extent, had been so great, 
Jtbat: I could not but rejoice at an event, which 
seemed to promise me an early opportunity of as- 
certaining what the malice of my enemies intended 
against me. 

It has not been, indeed, without impatience th<i 
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most painful, that I have passed the interval, which 
^has since elapsed. When once it was not only 
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known to mcy but fo the world (for tt was k&owa 
to theworkl) that loqtiiry of the gravest nature 
bad been taatiluted into my condoct, I lootol td 
the tpnclusion, with all the eagerness that could 
belong to ah absolute eonviction, that my inno*^ 
cenoe, and my honour, to the disgrace and con^ 
fusion of my accusers, would be established ; and 
that tbe groundless malice, and injustice of the 
whole charge would be manifested to the woiid/ 
as widely as the calumny had been circulated. I 
knew that the re^k of an tO) parte inquiry^ from 
its very nature, couid not, . unless it fully asserted 
my entire ianoeence, be in any degree jtist. And 
I had taught myself most fihnly to believe, that 
it was uttttly mpessibky that any opinion, which 
<sould, in the smaliest degree, viork a prejudice 
to my honour and character, could ever be ex- 
pressed in any terms, by any persons, in a Report 
upon a solemn formal Inquiry, and more especia% 
to your Majesty, without my having some notice, 
and some opportunity of being heard. And I 
was convinced, Aat, if ttie Proceeding allowed me, 
before an opinion was expressed^ the ordinary 
mecuis, which accused persons have, of vindicating 
their honour and their innocence, my honour and 
my innoeeiice must, in any opinion, which could 
then be expressed, be fully vindicated, and eflfec- 
tually established. What then. Sire, must have 
been my astomshment, and my dismay, when I 
saw, Ihat notwithstanding the principal acctisaticfn 
was found to be utterly false, yet some of the wi*- 
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M^en to tiiw& chiMT^s wbipb were broii^ in 
Hippoirt of the {nrinicipal MCaaHrtion^-^witnesees, 
w)pi»^ any persofi^ istereeled to have protected my 
etoracter, would aaaily bave shewn^ oat of then 
owii moiitbs^ to be iittbrly iinwortl^ of credii^ aad 
leoteMerat^ in h\A ^Hwspifacy with oiy fake accu- 
^tt^y are reported to be '^ free &om «U suspicion df 
0iifav4nirable bias ;'' their veracity, '^ in the joclg* 
:^mk of the CQibfoi38ioiaers9 not ta be iqiuestioned;'' 
HHd ^beilr infamQas stoms^ and indinqatoiMfi against 
m^. to be ^^ aucb m d^&et^e the mmi acdoua con- 
5^tdeiation> aodasfliu^t be credited till 4eeiiivefy 
oontradfcted." 

The Inquiry^ nAml tbus had notice of ii;, coa- 
tkmied for abo^e* two months. I inentsre tot to 
complain, as if it had been unneeesaarily protraot- 
ed. The iniportant duties^ mad offioial Aiioca- 
iAotas of the <Kohle Lords, appointed to oan^ it 
^n, may naturally wpount &r, ^ndei^eme, aone 
4skiy. But however exetisabte it mm have been^ 
yi0ar Majesty will . eafiily conoeife Ibe paia and 
«o&iety^ Wfbicb tbis^ interval of suapense, baii oimt* 
aiqaed ; and your Majesty wiU not be sm^i&ed, 
if I further represent, that I have £rand a gnsat 
aggfiavation of my painfui suffecinga, m the delay 
whifih.<}Qcurred io^ eompaoiNcaliing the Report to 
me. F(f though it i& dated ea the I4ith July, 

^ The time that the Inquiry was pending, after this notic« 
^fkf ifr he^e-cofyfounde^ with tile time wlndi elapsed Itfore 
the Report was communicated to Her Ro\al Uigluiess. The 
Inquiry itself only Iksted to the 14th or loth of July» which is 
bttt^beMtea %e and '9i& wmIm ivom tluB 71k of J^ne*^ 
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I did not • receive it, tiMwitbatanding your Majei^ 
.ly*s gracious commMds, till the lltbof August 
It was due, unquestionably, to your Majesty, tbatt 
■the resiblt of an Inquiry, commanded by your 
Majesty, upon advice w^hich bad' been offered, 
touching matters of the highest import, shoukt be 
first, and immediately, communicated to you. The 
respect and honour due to the Prince of Wales, the 
interest which he must necessarily have taken ib 
this Inquiry, combined to make it indisputably 
fit, that the result should be, forthwith; also stated 
to His Royal Highness. ' I complain not, therefore, 
that it was too early communicated to any one: 
I complain only, (and I complain post seriously, 
for I felt it most severely) of the delay in its cokri* 
munication to me. • ^ 

Rumour had informed the world, ' that the Re- 
port had- been early communicated to'yoar JVla- 
jesty, and to his Royal Highness* I did not 
receive the benefit, intended for me by your 
Majesty's gracious command, till a month after 
the Report wfus signed. But the same rumour 
had represented me, to my infinite prejudice, as 
in possession of the Report, during that month, 
and the malice of those, who wished to stain my 
honour, has not failed to sug^st all that malice 
could infer, from its remaihing in that possession, 
so long unnoticed. May I be permitted to sa}', 
_ that, if the Report acquits me^ my innoceace en- 
' titled me to receive firom those, to whom your 
Majesty's commands had been given, an immediate 
notification of the fact that it did acquit me. 
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li|i% if it cohdemdedme^ tht M^ight of 8Q<^^ k 
d^oteQce shotilcjl not havebecfn left'to settle, in 
any mindi much less upon your Majest^X for & 
OKMilk/ b/efotti I could eV^n begm to prepare an 
answar^; if^bict^* Vben begon, could not speedily' 
b^ cotncldsded ; and that, if the R^pfort could be ' 
represelttdd as both acqtiitUng, and condemning^ 
me,; the feas^inpfii; which suggested the propriety 
of tin ^efirly: communieation in each of the former 
CIISI39, t^onl^ifled to ciia'ke it proper and necessary 
in the latter.: 

, And why all cohktdieratioti of my feelings wa* 
thus cruelly ni^lec^ed ; why I was kept upon the' 
ra^k^ d^ring^alL this tjhie, ignorant of the result 
of a cbargiey f which sffected my honour and' my - 
I^i» ; and wii.yV especially in a case> where such 
gra^ matters^'were to continue to be *^ credited, 
toth€ prejijdice of my honour/' till they were 
** decidedly cont^adictedi" the means of knowing 
ti^hatjt wto, that 1 must^ at least, endeavour to 
cpntradk^ w^re \witbtr9ldefi from me> a single 
unnecessary bou^, I know not^ and I wiU not 
t|U9t myM&% tbel aAfeimp^ to cot)}ecture. 

, GntJieiJIfti of Augaist, hoH*tver/I at length 
rfd^ived^dofi'the Lord-GbaneeHor/a packet con^ 
tsunic^ Qppjies, of the Warrant or Commission au^ 
t^orizifig tb0 IrKiuiry;^of the Report— and of tbe' 
l^Kfupinations on'Ttrhich the I&port was foundcidi ' 
And your Majesty may . be graciotisly plcfased to* 
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rQCoH^ct; that on the ISth I rctuTaed my grittefut 
thanks to yQur Majesty, for having orderetl these 
papers to bedent to oie. 

. Your Majssty will teadily imagiae riiat,- upon a 
subjectof such' importance, I could not venture to 
trust only to my own advice ; and those with whom 
Ladvisedj 8uggested> that the written Declarati- 
ons or Charges upon which the Inquiry had pro- 
ceeded, and which the Commissioners refer to in 
their Report, and represent to be the essential 
foundation of the whole proceeding, did not ac^ 
company the Exatt)inati(>na and Report ; and aho 
that the papers themselves were not aqthenticat«i' 
ed. I therefore ventured to address: your Ma- 
jesty,, upon these supposed defects in the com- 
municationyand humbly requested that the cofiiev 
of the papers, which I then returned, might, after 
bjeing examined, and authenticated, be again 
transmitted to me; and that I might also be 
fvirnished ^ith copies of the written Declarations 
so referred to in the Report* Atid my bumble 
thanks are due for yoor Majesty's gracious com* 
pliance with my request. Gn the Sgth of August 
I. received, in consequence, the atfeisted copies 
of those Declai'ations, and of a Narrative 6f His 
Royal Highness the^ Doke of Kent;- and^ 'ii^ few 
days after, on th^ 3d of Sispteniber/ the aittesled 
copics^ of the Examinations which weri^ take* 
before the Commissioners. 
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The Papers which I have received are as foUow : 

* The Narrative af His Royal Highness the 
Duke of Kent, dated 27th of December, 1805. 

A Copy of the written Declaration of Sir Johiji 
and Lady Douglas, dated December 3, 1805* 

A Paper containing the written Declarations, 
or Examinations, of the persons hereafter enu- 
merated ; — ^The title to these Papers is, 

" For the purpose of confirming the Statement 
" made by Lady D6uglas, of the circumstances 
** mentioned in her Narrative, The following ex- 
'^ aminations have been taken, and which have 
**' been signed by the several persons who have 
" been examinlgd*'^— 

Two of Sarah Lampert ; — one; dated Chelten- 
ham, 8th January, ! 806,— and the otber, 29th 
^arch, 1806. 

One of William Lampert, baker, 114, Chelten- 
hsm, apparently of the same date with the last of 
Sarah LaoYpert-s. ; 

Jour of William Cole, dated respectively, 11 th 
Jajanafy,14th Jan uary^SOtb January, and 23id 
February, 1806. 

One of Robert Bidgpod, dated Temple, «lfih 
•April, 1804- 

One of Sarah Bidgood, dated Jemple, 2Si%d 
April, 1806; and 

One ofFra^oces Lloyd, dated Temple^ IStli 
Ms^y, 1806. 

* Scv Appendix (^). 
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, <|^)|e Q%\>f^r P9{iers and DocumeaU wbicfa ac« 
compaoied Jh? Vie^itt .are,* , . , • .  

1806. No. .. : 

39 May, 1. Th^JB:i<»g'sWarwntx)rCpiii!»U-» 

2. Pepo9itioa of X-ady ]^oi)gla;s. 

of Sir John £](OB|la^ 
of Kobert fiidgeo^, 
of W.Cole. 

of Sao^uel Rql;)^rUf 

of Tbo>aia,s j^tjlc^mai). 

ofJ. Sicard* 

of Charlptte SancjLer, 

of Sophia A,ustin. 

Letter froip Lord SpenCer jto 

Lord Gwydir. 

gl 14* from -Lord Gwydir to 

Lord Spencer. 
11 15. from Lady Willotigbby to 

Lord Spencer. 
33 16. Extract from Register of Brown- 

low-street Hospital. 
28 17. Deposition of Elizabeth G osden. 

23 18. of Betty^Townky. 

85 19. of Thomas Ediheades, 

is Sa ofSamuelG. Mills/: 

%7 -ai. of Hariet Fifegerald, 

{July, Sa. Letter from Lord • Spmcti" to , 

Lord Gwydir. 

 See A|>peDdix (A) 
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'3 July, k^. Lettef from Lord Owydir ito 

'Lord: Spencer. 
S >&4r. -QQeriesJlo L4dy iWiUQaglibyjMid 

' .Answers. 
§ )SiS» ;Fui;tbei:diQpp&ition pf J9L^^4gMdt. 

3 ff^-. <DeppMtion!Qf,$ir^.;Miilauii9u 

« Aft. J^ett^r frcOT Sji'.f^i^ja w :M^Jaa*n 

)tOj|t^ I^rd QhnnpeHioar* 
16 SSI. i[)^)r(^iQ» of Lord ClwJiiftao- 

14 . 5d. The R^p^irt. 

"fiy «he 'Copy which I have received of the 
iSoHHniQ&ioii, or Warrant, vtndfit w^h the Id- 
qu4ry has been prosecuteipl, it appear t to ^e an in^ 
^iMimfent ui)der your Majesty*^ Siga Mamtal/ trcH: 
eeUnt^rsigBed, not^mder ai»y «eal. — It reeket, that 
ail Abfiitra^t^iiei^ain written Declarations^touctt- 
-injg tejr eendtict (wkhCMit sp*cif^ng by whom thosfe 
i)edaraiSons wcsre made^ ^ the^atur^ of the mai* 
ters, tducfeing wbicfa they had been mde, or even 
by whom the Abstract had been prepared,) had 
been laid before your Majesty ; into the truth of 
whieh it purports to authorize the four noble 
Peers, who are named in it, to inquire and to ex- 
amine upon oath, such persons as they think fit ; 
and to report to your Majesty the result of their 
Examination^ By referring to the written Decl^ 
rations, it appears that they contain allegations 
agaiOfit me, amounting to the charge of High Tr^a- 
mtm/ aild also dtber matters, which^ if understboi 
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'*to bor a.8 they seem to have been acted arid reiport^ 
ed upoiij by. the Commissioners^ not as^evidence 
cooiirmatory (as they are expressed |o be in their 
title) of the principal. charge> but as distinct and 
substantive subjects of examination, cannot, as I 
am advised, be represented, as in Uw, amount- 
ing to crimes. How most of the Declarations 
referred to were collected j by whom, at whose so- 
licitation, under what sanctipni and before what 
personsy-magistrates or others, 4hey were made, 
does not appear. By the title, indeed, which all 
the written Declarations^ except Si^ John and 
Lady; Douglas's bear, viz* /' That tl)ey bad, been 
ta.ken for the.parpose of contfiriniag.Lady^DQiig- 
lasr's Stutejxiej^t," it may be cpllected, that they 
bad been, made by her> or at least, by Sir Jpbp 
Douglas's procurement. ,And the;Concludirig,pM- 
sage of one of them,. I iQQanthe four th . declarar 
tionof W. Cole, strengthens this ppinio^y asjt re^ 
presents Sir John Doggl^a|?^ .accompanied by bU 
Solicitor Mr, Lowten, to haye.gQpe down fi^ far. 
as Cheltenham for the examination of two xif 
the witnesses whose declarations are there stated, 
lam, however,. at a loss to k^^f ^t this nipmenti 
whom I am to consider, or whom I ^cpuld legally, 
fix, as my false accuser. From ,the circumstance 
last mentioned, it might be inferred, that Sir iTobq 
and Lady Douglas, or one of them, is thataccusei;. 
But Lady Douglas, in her written Declaration^ so 
far from representing the information which she 
then gives, as moving voluntarily from beri^elj^ 
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oi'pfesisly states tUat she gives it under.thel* direct * 
cofamand of His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, and the papers leave me without iaforum- 
ti6n, from whom any communication to the 
Pi-itfce originated, which induced him to give such 
commieinds. 

'Upon the qutetibn, how far the advice is agreed- 
able to laWj under which it was recommended to 
ybur Majesty,- to issue this Warrant or Commis- 
sion, not countersigned, nor under seal, and with- 
out any of your • Majesty's advisers, therefore, 
•being on the face of it, responsible for its issuing, I 
am hot conipetent to determine. And undoubtedly 
considering that the two high legal authorities, the 
Lord Chancellor, and the Lord Chief Justice of 
the King's Bench, consented to act under it^ it is 
with the greatest doubt and diffidence, that I can 
bring myself to express any suspicion of its illega-^ 
lity. But if it be, as Lam given to understand it 
is; open to question, whether, consistently with law, 
your Majesty should have been advised to com- 
niknd, by this warrant or commission, persons (not 
to act in iBiny known character! as Secretaries of 
State, as Privy Counsellors, as Magistra:tes other* 
■w ise empowered ; but to act as Commissioners, and 
under the sole authority of such warrant, t6 in* 
•qhire (without any authority to hear and deter- 
mine any thing updii the subject of *those Inqui*- 
ories), into the known crime of High Treason, 
tinder thesanction of oaths, to be administered by 
them, as such Commissioners, and to report the 
^resirlt thereof to your Majesty. If, I say, there 
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canbeiany question u{M;)n the legality of truchit.^ 
Wurrant or Commission^ the extreoie hardship^ . 
with wbichyit basoperatedupoomej^tbe e^^tfeme 
prejudice, iwhich it Iuls d^ne to my character, aod 
to, which sttich.^pfrpceeding'mast ever expose the 
person who is the object of it, obliged nie^ till I ^ 
am fidly convinced of its leg^ty, to forbear from 
aQkn^^wtedging its-^autbority ; andywith all hu^ . 
mility and. deference to your Majesty, to protest 
agimstit^ and against aU the^proceedings under it. 

, If tfai8> indeed, were matter of mere form, I . 
shottld be ashamed to urge it. But the actual 
hardships and prejudice which I have siifiered 
by this proceeding,, are naost obvious. For|! 
n^oi^the principitl charge af^nst me, the Cono^^ 
^isstoners bave^ most ^satisfactorily, and ' *^ witfa«> . 
oift the least hesitation/' for such is their ex|vre8r 
siopy reported their opinion of its falsehood* 
Sir Joha a^d Lady Douglas> therefore, who'haye'. 
sw^^^D to its truth, have been guilty of the plaiq* 
est4atUe)ipod> yet upon the supposition of tb^ 
illegalityof this Commission, .their falsehood must j 
as J am informed^ go unpunished^ Upop tha| / 
supposition, the want of legal aof^bority in the I 
Qommissioners to inquire and to administer an i 
oath, Will ren^^r it^ impossible to give to thisfalse^ : 
hood the pharacter of perjury. But this is by.no 
meaqs. tbescirqumstance which I feel the. most 
severely, Peyond the vindicating , of my, own 
charac!ter> and the consideration of providing ^for | 
my future security,, I can assure ypur Majestj^y 
thitthe puni^ment of Sir John and Lady JQoirf-' 



I 



4v 



k^ would afibrd nie no strtisfaction. tt is not 

• • • 

therefore with regard to that part of the charge, 
which is negatived, but with respect to those, 
which sire sanctioned by the Report, those, which'^ 
fiot aiming at my life, exhaust themselves upon 
toy character, and which the Commissioners 
have, ifif some measure sanctioned by their Re- 
port, that I have the gieatest reason to complain. 
"Had the Report sanctioned the principal charge, 
constituting a known legal crime, my imiocenc* 
would have emboldened me, at all risques, (and 
to more, no person has ever been exposed from 

* 

the malice, and falsehood of accusers) to have 
demanded that trial, which could legally deter- 
mine upon the truth or falsehood of such charge. 
Though I should cveti then indeed have had some 
cause to c6m plain, because 1 should have gone 
to tiiat trial, under the prejudice, necessarily 
raised against me, by that Report ; yet in a 
proceeding before the just, open, and known 
tribunals of your Majesty s kingdom, I should 
have had a safe appeal from the result of an ei^ 
jE^flfr/e 'investigation* An investigation which, has 
exposed me to all the hardships of a secret In- 
quiry, without giving me the benefit of secrecy ; 
and to all the severe consequences of a public in^ 
vesti^tion, in point of injury to my character, 
without affording me any of its substantial bene- 
fits, iq point of security. But the charges, which 
the iDomfaiissiotaers do sanction by their Report, 
describing them, with a mysterious obscurity and 
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kidefinibe gerierality^ constitdto, as I am told, ^ 
l^al crtcne. They are described as ^' instances of 
*^ gi*eat itnpropriety aod imlecenqr of behaviour" 
whiclv must '^ occasion the most uafavourable ior 
terpretations" and they are reported to your Ma? 
jesty, axid they are stated to be, '^ circumstances 
'^ which must be credited till they are decisively 
^ contradicted/' 

From this opinion, this judgment of the Comr^ 
missioners, bearing so bard upon my character; 
(and that a female character, how delicate, and 
how easily to be affected by the breath of calumny 
your Majesty well knows) I can have no appeieiL 
For, as the charges coostityte no legal crimes, they 
cannot be the subjects of any legal trial. . I can 
call for no trial. I can therefore have no appeal' ; 
I can. look for no acc^uittaU Yet this opinion,, or 
lliis J4jidgment, from which I can have no appeal, 
has been pronounced against me upon mere ejrpav^ 
te investigation. 

This hardship, Sire, I am told to ascribe to 
the nature of the proceeding under this Warrant or 
Commission; For had the Inquiry been entered 
into before your Majesty's Privy Council, or 
before any magistrates, authorised by law .as such> 
to inquire into the existence of treason, the khowQ 
course of proceeding before that council, or such 
magistrates, the known extent of their jurisdictioti 
^ over crimes, and not over the / proprieties of bebt(- 
viour, would have preserved me from the possi- 
bility of having matters made the subjects of i^- 
giury whiqb had in law no substantive criminal 
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t^iaractery and from the extreme hardship of haT- 
kig my reputation injured by calumny alfdgether 
unfounded^ but rendered at once more -safe to my 
enemies, and more injurious to me, by being ut* 
teredi ki ^he course of a proceeding, assuming the 
l^ave semblance of legal form. And it is by the 
nature* of this proceeding, (which could alone have 
countaianced or admitted of this licentious latitude 
of inquiry, into the proprieUes of behaviour in 
f>rivate life, with vvhich no court, no magistrate, 
iio public law has any authority to interfere,) that 
I have been deprived of the benefit of that entire 
4ind; unqualified acquittal and discharge from this 
accusation, to which the utter and proved false* 
4M)od of the accusation itself so Justly entitled me* 

I trust therefore that your Majesty will see that 
If this proceeding is not one to which, by the 
kiy>wn lawsi of your Majesty's kingdom, I ought 
to be subject, that it .is no <x)ld formal objection 
which leads me to protest a^nst it 
' I am ready to acknowledge* Sire, from the 
consequences which might arise to the^ public, 
from such misconduct as hath baen falsely imput- 
ed to me, that my honour and virtue are of more 
^importance to the state than those of other women. 
.That my conduct therefore may be fitly subjected, 
when necessary to a severer scrutiny. But it 
cannot follow, because my character, is of more 
teiportance, that it may therefore be attocked with 
more itnpunity. And as I know, that this mis* 
chief has been pending over my head for more 
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tlian two years; ttmt private examiiiations of my 
ueighbours* servants, and of my owdi have, at 
times, during that interval, been taked, for the 
purpose of establishing charges against me,, not 
indeed by the instrumentality of Sir John and Lady 
Douglas alone, but by the sanction, and in tlie 
presence of The Earl of Moira (as your Majesty 
will perceive by the depoaitiod of Jonathan Par-* 
tridge which I subjoin ;*) ,and • as I know atso^ and 
make appear to your majesty likewise by the 
same means, that declarations of persons of un« 
questionable credit, respecting my conduct, attest^ 
ing my innocence, and directly falsifying a mo^ 
important circumstance respecting my supposed 
pregnancy, mentioned in the declaratioD8» oa 
which the Inquiry was ii^tituted ; as I know, 
I say, that those declarations, so favouraUe to me, 
appear to my iniiniix^ prejudice, not lo havi» been 
communicated to your Majesty, when that Inquiry 
was commanded ; and as I know not how soon 
,nor how often, proceedings against me may be 
meditated by my enemies, I t^ke leave to express 
my humble trust, that, before any other proceed- 
. ings may be had against me, (desirable as it may 
have been thought, that the Inquiry should have 
been of the nature, which has, id this instance, 
obtained,) your Majesty would be graciously plea^* 
ed to require to be advised, whether my guilt, 
jf I were guilty, could not be as effectualiy dis-* 

* See the d^ositions at the end of tl^s ktter. 
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eoveied and punidhed) and mj honour and itino-- 
i^ence^ if innocent, l^e more effectually secured and 
established by other more.known and regular modet 
of proceeding. 

: Having therefore, Sire, upon these grave rea^^ 
$onS) ventured to submit, I trust without offence^ 
these considerations upon the nature of the Com*- 
orissiony andthe.proceedingsuader.it) I will now 
proceed to observe upon the Report, and the £x^ 
^minations; and, with your Majesty's permissioo, 
I will go through the whole matter, in that course 
Avhich has been observed by the Report itself, and 
-which an examination of the important matters that 
it contains, in the order in which it states them, 
.will naturally suggest. 

The Report, after referring to the Commission 

or Warrant under which their Lorships were act^ 

ing, after stating that they had proceeded to exa^ 

mine the several witnesses, whose depositions they 

jannexed to their Report, proceeds to state the ef- 

fisct of the written declarations, which the Com- 

misBioners considered as the essential foundation of 

the whole proceeding. '' That they were stat«* 

;mentd which had been laid before his Royal High- 

ness the Prince of Wales, respecting the conduct 

of. her Royal Higboess tlie Princess; that these 

: statements not only imputed to Her Royal High- 

netSi great imparopriety and indecency of bebavi- 

! our, inii expressly asserted, partly on the ground 

of certain alleged declarations from the Princess's 

. own mouth, end partly on the persooal observation 
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of the informants, the following noosl ' important 
facts; viz. that lier Royal Highness had been 
pregnant in the year 1802, in consequence of an 
illicit intercourse ; and that she had in the samd 
year, been secretly delivered of a male child ; 
tvhich child had ever since that period been brought 
up by her Royal Highness in her own bouse, and 
under her immediate inspection. These allega- 
tions thus made, had, as the Commissioners found; 
been followed by declarations from other persons^ 
who had not indeed spoken to the important facts 
of the pregnancy or delivery of her Royal High* 
ness, but had related other particulars, in them- 
selves extremely 6uspicious> and still more so, when 
connected with the assertions already mentioned* 
The Report then states, that, in the painful situa* 
-tion in which his Royal Highness was placed by 
these declarations, they learnt that he had adopted 
the only course which could, in their judgment, 
with propriety be followed, when informations such 
as these, bad been thus confidently alleged and 
particularly detailed, and had in some degree been 
supported by collateral evidisnce, applying to other 
points of the same nature (though going to. a far less 
extent,) one line could only be pursued.'^ . f 

' "' Every sentiment of duty to your Majesty, 
and of concern for the public welfere required that 
these particulars should not be withheld frpm your 
Majesty, to whom inoFe particularly belonged the 
cognizance of a ooatter of state, so nearly touching 
Ibe honour, of your Majesty's Royal Family, and 
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hy possibility affecting the succession to your M^ 
jesty's crown.*' 

' Tte Commissioners, tlierefore, your Majesty 
observes, going, tliey must permit me to say, a lit- 
tle out of their way, begin their Report, by express- 
ing a clear and decided opinion, that his Royal 
Highness was properly advised (for your Majesty 
will undoubtedly conclude, that, upon a subject of 
this importance, his Royal Highness could not but 
have act^ by the advice of others,) in referring 
this complaint to your Majesty, for the purpose of 
its ui^ergoing the investigation which has followedr 
And, unquestionably, if the charge referred 'to, in 
this Report, -as made by Sir John and Lady Doug- 
las, had been presented undeC circumstances, in 
which any reasonable degree of credit could be 
^en to them, or even it they had not been pre- 
sented in such a manner, as to impeach the credif 
of the . informers,, and to bear internal evidence of 
their own incredibility, I should be the last.^person, 
who would be disposed to dispute the wisdom of 
the advice which led to make them the subject of 
the gravest and most anxicrus Inquiry. And yoar 
'Majesty, ' acting upon a mere abstract of the di^^ 
clarations, which was all, that by the recital of the 
warrant, appears to have been laid before your Ma- 
jesty, undoubtedly could not but direct an Inquiry 
concerting my conduct Forthqugh I have not 
'been fumidb^ with that abstract, yet I must pre- 
sume that it described the criminatory contents of 
ibese declarations,, much in the same manner^ tfi 



4« 



they are stated in the Report And the criminal* 
tory parts of these declarations, if viewed without 
reference to those traces of malice and resentments 
with which the declarations* of Sir John and Lady 
Douglas abound ; if abstracted from all these cifi" 
cum&tanceSy which shew the extreme improbable 
lity of the story, the length of time which my ac- 
cusers had kept my alleged guilt concealed, the 
contradictions observable in the deefauratkms of the 
Other witnessas, all which I submit td your Majeat 
ty, are to an ettent to cast the greatest discredit 
upon the truth of these declarations; — abstracted^ I 
say, from these circumstances^ the criminatory 
parts of them were unquestionably suclv &8 to. have 
placed your majesty under the necessity of directing. 
some Inquiry concerning them. But that thosCi 
who bad the opportunity of reading the long and 
malevolent narration of Sir John and Lady Doug-* 
)as, should not have hesitated before they gave any 
credit to it, is matter of the gi*eatest astonishment 
to me. 

The improbability of the story, would of itself, 
I should have imagined (unless they beiioved me 
to be as insane as Lady Douglas insinuates,) have 
been sufficient to have staggered the belief of any 
unprejudiced mind. For to believe that story, they 
were to begin with believing that a person guilty of 
so foul a crime, so highly penal, so fotal to her ho^ 
nour> her station, and her life, should gratuitouslVj 
and -uselessly, have confessed it. Such a persoR 
under the necessity of conceal iqg h^ pregnancjs^ 

* See Appendix (B.) 
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tfiight have been indispensably obliged to conficfe' 
6er secret with those, to whom she was to look foi? 
Assistance in concealing its consequences. But 
Lady Douglas, by her own account, Was informed^ 
by me of this Fact, for no putpose whatever. She 
makes me, as tho^e Who read her declarations can- 
not fail to have observed, state to her, that she 
should, on no afccouftt, be entrusted with any part 
of the" management by which the birth was to b^ 
Concealed.* They were to believe also, that, anxi- 
ous as I must hive been to have concealed thle birth 
of any such child, I had determined* to bring it up' 
iti my owh hoii&ej and what would exceed, as f 
should ibagi'ne, the extenT: of all h'umata credulity,' 
that I had determitied to suckle it i^yself if that f 
had laid itiy plan, if discovefed, 16 have imposed it 
upon hiis Royal Hfghtiess ad h\i child. Nay, they 
were to bfejiev^, that I had stated, and that Lady 
Douglas had believed the statement to be true, that 
t had in fadt attempted to suckle it, ahd only gaW 
np that part Of my plan, because it made me ner- 
vous, and was too miifch for my health.J And, after 
all this, they Wete then to believe, that ' haviiag' 
made Ldidy Dougks, fhus uiitliecessarily, the confi- 
dante, of this most important and dangerous secret i 
taving thus^ut my cihdractef, atid my life in hfef 
Iiands, I bought an occasion. Wantonly, and with- 
out provocation, froAi the nAere fickleness, and wil- 
fulness oifmy own mind, to quarfel with her, to in^ 
suit her openly and violently in my own house/ to 

»WAft>endix(B)p.(Sl/ f Ibid. p.6l. Jlbid, p.7fi. * 
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fttdeavour to ruin her reputation ; to expose heria 
Ipfjiqapus and incl^cent drawbgs enclosed in letters 
to her husband. The letters indeed are represented 
to have been anonymous, but, though anony- 
mouSy they are stated to haye been written with ' 
my own b^od, so undisguised in penmanship and 
style, that every pne who had the least acquaint- 
ance with either, could not fail to discover them, 
and, (as if it were through fear, lest it should not be 
sufficiently plain, from whom they came,) that I bad 
sealed them with a seal, which I had shortly before 
used, on an occasion of writing to her husband. 
All this they were to believe upon the declaration 
of a person, who, with all that loya,lty and attach- 
ment which she expresses td your Majesty, and bi^' 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, with all her 
obligation to the whole Royal Family, (to whoiA 
she expresses herself to be bound by tie^ of re$- 
pectful regard and attachment which nothing cat| 
ever break ;) with all her dread of the mischievous 
consequences of the country, which mi^t arise^ 

from the disputed succession to the Crowq, pn the^ 

» - « " 

pretensions of an illigitQate qhlld of mine, nevqr- 
thpless continued, after this supposed avowal of 
my infamy, and my crime, after my supposed ac- 

• ' »   . • , 

, i^nowiedgment of the birth of this child, which wa$ 
to occasion all this mischief, to preserve, for near a 
twelvemonth, her intimacy and apparent friendship 
with me. Nay for two years more, after that inti- 
macy had ceased, after that friendship had 1)een 
broken off, by my alleged misbehaviour to her. 
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contmoed still ftithful to my secret, $Ltid never (fis-^ 
<lose(l it till (as her declaration states it) '^ The 
** Princess* of Wales? recommended a fresh torrent 
^^ of outrage against Sir John ; and Sir John disco* 
*' vercd that she was attcmptkig to undermine his 
*' and Lady Douglas's character/* 

Those, then, who had the opportunity of seeing 
the whole of this Narrative, having had their jea- 
lousy awakened by these circumstances to the im- 
jircilMfbility ^f the story, and to the discredit of the 
informer, when they came to observe, how mali* 
ciously ^very circumstance that imagination could 
suggest, as most calculated to make a woman con* 
temptible and odious^ was scraped and heaped up 
together in this Narrative, must surely have had 
their eyes opened to th^ motives of my accusers, 
and their minds cautioned against giving too easy 
H credit to &eir accusaticxi, when they found my 
conversation to be represented as most loose, and* 
in&mous ; my mind oninstructed and unwilling to 
Ic^rn ; my language, with regard to your Majesty 
and the whole of yoar Royal Family, foully disre- 
spectibl and offensive ; and) all my manners and' 
habits of life most disgusting, I should have flat- 
lered myself, that I could not have been^ in cha- 
racter, so wholly unknown to them, buttliattbey 
must have observed si' spirit^ and a colouring at 
tedjst k tills ^presentation, which most have 
pto^d much moi^ against the disposition^ and 
character of the . informers, and the quality of 

* See Appendix, p. $• 
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their information^ than against the persoa who waft 
the object of their charge. But when, in addition 
to all this, the Declaration states,* that I had, with 
respect to my unfortunate and calamitous separa- 
tion from His Royal Highness, stated that I had' 
acknowledged myself to have been the aggressor, 
from the beginning, and myself alone ; and when 
it further states, that if any other woman, bad so/ 
played and sported with her husband's comfort anii. 
popularity, she would have been turned out of hW 
house, or left alone in it, and have deservedly for-, 
feited her place in society ; and further still, wh^n, 
alleging that I had once been desirous of procuring, 
a separation from His Royal Highness, and had 
pressed former Chancellors to accomplish this pur-, 
pose, it flippantly adds, that t " The Chancellor, 
may now, perhaps, be able to grant her request.'' 
The malicious object of the whole must surely have 
been most obvious. ' 

For supposing these facts to have been all true; 
supposing this infamous and libellous description of 
my character bad been .nothing but a correct and 
faithful representation of my vices, and my infamy, 
would it not have beep natural to have asked why 
they were introduced into this Declaraticm ? What 
effect could they have had upon the charge of 
crime, and of Adultery, which it was intended ta 
establish ? If it was only, in execution of a pain* 
ful duty, which a sense of loyalty to your Miyesty^. 

• See Appendix, (B) p. 65. t Appendix (B) p. 59, the note, ' 
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and obedience to the conunaads of thic PriDce of 
Wales, at length relactantly drew from thein, why 
all this malicious accompaniment ?* '* His Royal 
Highness'^ indeed they say, '^desired that they would 
communicate the whole circumstances of their ac-^ 
' quaintance with me, from the ilay they first spoke 
with me till the present time ; a full detail of all that 
passed during our acquaintance,'' and /^ how they 
became known to me, it appearing to His Royal 
Highness, from the representation of his Royal 
Highness the Duke of Sussex, that His Majesty's 
dearest interests, and those of this country, were 
very deeply interested in the question/' and ^^ that 
he particularly commanded them to be very cir-^ 
cumstantial in their detail, respecting all. they 
might know relative to the child that I affected to 
adopt." 

But from, the whole of this it is sufficiently appa-* 
rent, that the particularity of this detail was requir* 
ed, by his His Royal Highnesis, in respect of mat-^ 
ters connected with that question, in which the 
dearest interests of Your Majesty and thb country 
were involved ; and not of circumstances which 
could have no bearing on those interests. If it had 
been therefore true, as- I most solemnly protestit 
is not, that I had in the confidence of private con* 
versation, so far forgot all sense of decency, loyal- 
ty, and gratitude, as to have expressed myself with 
^t disfrespect df your Majesty which is imputed 

' • See Appendix, p. 90. 
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to me ;— If I had been what I trust those who hav« 
lived with voe, or ever have partaken of my society, 
troold not confirm, of a mhid ao uninformed and 
uncultivated, without education or talents, or with-* 
out any desire of inqproving myself incapable of 
employment, of a temper so furious and violent, 
as altogether to form a chairacttr, whkh no one 
could bear to live witl^ who had ibe means ei \w^ 
isg dsewfaercr ;-~ What possible progress would all 
this make towards proving thai I was guilty of 
adultery? These,, and such like kisinnaftions, as 
£ebbe as they are malictous,^ could never have proved 
crime in me, however manifestly they miglrt display 
tiie malice of my accusers. 

Must it not, then, have occurred to any one, 
who had seen the whole of tbb Narrative, if the mo-* 
tive of my accusers was, as they represent it, merely 
(hat of good patriots, of attached and loyal subjects, 
bound, in. execntidn of tt pajfifol duly, imposed 
vapoQ them hf His B.oyal Highness the Prince of 
Wales, to disclose, in detaB, all the facts which could 
establish my guilty that these circumstances never 
would have made a pairt of their dttai) ? But oa 
the other hand, if dieir object was to traduce me ; — 
af, falsely, attributing to his Royal Highness, sen<> 
ttments which could belong to no generous boson9> 
but measuring hb nature by t-bdr. own, they 
thoughi; vainly and wickedly, to ingratiate theiu^ 
telves with him, by being the instruments of ac- 
complishing my ruin ; — if aiming at depriving me 
of my rank and station, or of driving me from this 
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country, they determined to bring forward a charge > 
oif Treason against me, which, though they knew 
in their conBciences it was false, yet they might 
hope would serve at least as a cover, and a pre-, 
tence, for such an imputation upon my character^ 
as, rcfndering my life intolerable in this country, 
might drive me to seek a refuge in another;— if» 
the better to effectuate this purpose, ihey had re* 
presented all my misfortunes as my &ults, and my 
faults alone, drawn an odious and disgusting picture 
of me, to extinguish every sentiment of pity and 
compassion, whicb^ in the generosity, not only of 
yovir M^U'^ty's royid bosom, and of the members 
of your Royal Famjly^ but of all tlie inhabitants 
of your kingdom^ might arise to commiserate 
the unfortunate situation of a stranger, perse- 
cuted under a charge originating in their malice ;— 
if, iQT this, they flung out, that I had justly for** 
felted my station in society, and that a separation 
from my husband was^ what I myself had once 
wished) and what the Chancellor might now, per- 
haps, procure for me ; — or, if in short, their object 
was to obtain my condemnation by prejudice, in 
flamed by falsehood, which never could be ob- 

tained by justice informed by truth, tlien the 

' « .  

whole texture of the declaration is consistent, and 
it is well contrived and executed for its purpose^ 
But it is strange, that its purpose should have 
escaped the detection of intelligent and impartial 
minds. There was enough, at l^ust, to have made 
&em pause before they gave »2ch a degree of 
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credit to idformations of this description, as to have 
made them the foundations of so ii»portant and 
detisive a step, as that of advising them to be laid 
before your Majesty. 

And, indeed, such seems to have been the etfecl^^ 
which thb declaration at first producedi Because 
if it had been believed ; the only thing to have been 
done (according to the judgment of the Commis- 
sioners,) would have been to have laid it immedi- 
ately before your Majesty, to whom, upon every 
principle of duty, the communication was due. But • 
the declaration was made, on the 3rd of December, > 
ih the last year, and the communication was not 
made to your Majesty till the very end of May, 
And that interval appears to have been employed,' 
in coUectbg those other additional declarations, 

which are referred to in the Report, and which your 
IVfajesty has likewise been pleased, by your gra^^ 
clous commands, to have communicated to me. 

These additional declarations do not, I submit,- 
appear to furnish much additional reason for )ye* 
lieving the incredible stofy^ They were taken in- , 
deed* " for the purpose/* (for they are so des- 
cried, this is the title which is pr^xed to them' 
in the authentic copies>^ with which I have been' 
furnished,) *^ for the purpose of c^ifirming the ; 
^^ statement made by lady Douglas^ of the At^ 
^^ cumstances mentioned io her narrative,'* and/ 
they are the examinations of two persons, who ap- 
pear to have formerly lived in the family of . Sir 
John and Lady Douglas, and of several servants of 

' ^ ♦S*eAppendix(B)No.3. 
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tny own ; tbey are filled with the hearsay details of 
other servants' declarations. And one of them,. W* 
Cole, seems to have been examined over and over 
again. No less than four of his examinations are' 
given, and some of these evidently refer to' 
other examinations of his, which are not given at 
all.. 

These, I submit to your Majesty, are rendered^ 
from this marked circumstance, particularly unde- 
serving of credit ; because in the only instance in 
which the hearsay statement, related to one ser«** 
vant, was followed by the examination of the other, 
who was stated to have made it, (I mean an instance 
in which Cole relates what he had heaird said by 
F. Lloyd)* F. Lloyd does not appear to have said 
any. such thing, or even to have heard what she is, 
by him, related to have said, and she relates the 
fact that she really did hear, stripped of all the 
particulars with which Cole had coloured it, and 
which alone made it in any degree deserving to be 
mentioned. . Besides this, the parents of the child, 
which is ascribed to me by Lady Douglas, are 
plaitily pointed out, and a clue is afibrded, by which, 
if followed, it would have been as easy to have 
ascertained, that that child was no child of niine, 
(if indeed it ever had been seriously believed to be 
so) and to have proved whose child it was, before 
the appointment of the Commissioners, ' as it has 
been found to be afterwards. 

 Appeidix (B.) No. a, 
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. Sa&ri thejFeforei fifom ^arkmnii^g with the Com-. 
miasioaerB iq approving the advice^ under wbichi 
His Royal Higboesft bad acted, I conceive it to 
have been at least cruel and inconsiderate, to have, 
adviabd the transoiission of such a charge to .your 
Majesty^ till they bad exhausted all the nieans; 
which private inquiry could have afforded, to as-? 
Qertaio its falsehood or its truth. 

And when it appears that it was not tliougbt 
pflcessary, upon the first statement of it, as Ibe 
Comntissiooers seem to have imaginedi forthwith to 
transqpit it to your Majesty ; but it was retaiood 
fyv near six months, from the beginning of D&r 
cember till wox the end of May ; what is due U> 
myself obliges me to state, that if there bad but 
ij^n, in that iatervaU half the industry employed 
to remove susj)idons, which was exerted' to raise 
them, there would never ha^re existed a neeessitv 
tor trpubliog yotur Majesty with this charge at alL 
I beg to be understood as imputing this solely to 
the. adyke given to bis Royal Highness. . He musl^ 
of necessity, have left the detail and the determina^ 
(ion upon this business to others. And it is eri^ 
dent to me, from wtiat I now know, that bis Riojal 
llig^iess was not iairly dealt with ; that matraal 
information was obtained, to disprove part of the 
cdM Against me, which, not appearing in the dedft^ 
rations that were tnmsmitted to your Majesty^ I 
conclude was never OHiittiuDicated to Us fi^^fisl 
Highness. 
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Feelirig, Sirei «tronglj, that I lit?e much to 
comptam of| that this foui charge should have been 
so readily credited to my great prejudice^ as t6 
liave occasioned that advice to be giv«n^ vrhieh re- 
^oaunended the transtiaission of k to your Majesty^ 
{who, once formally in possession of it, could ndt 
fail to subject it to some inquiry, I have dwelt^ 
perhaps^ at a tedious length, in disputing the pro- 
priety of the Commissioner's judgment, in thus 
approving the course which was pursued. And, 
looking to the event, and all the circumstancei 
oratiected with it, perhaps I have reason to re- 
joice that the Inquiry has taken plaee. For, if thre* 
years concealment of my supposed crime, could 
Hot impeach the credit of my accusers, three limes 
that period might, perhaps, be thought to have left 
that credit slilt unimpaired. And, had the falsa 
<:harge been delayed titt death had taken ftway the 
real parents of the child, which Lady Douglas 
charges to be mine; if time had deprived me of 
those servants a«id attendants who have been able 
w fully to disprove the £etct of my aHe^d-pveg- 
nftncy, I know not where I could have found the 
m&9Lhs <^ disproving facts and charges, so falsely^ 
so cotifidaitly, and poskively sworn to, as those to 
n^hich ILady Douglas bte attested. 
« Fbllbwing, as I proposed, the course taken in 
the Report, I next come to that part of k, to wfafchi 
HfMiilestiidni^ly, I muiit recur with the greatest-sa* 
tis&ctionj because it is that part, which ^. com- 
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pletelv absolves, me of every possibly suspicion, 

« 

upon the two material charges, of pregnaticy and 
childbirth. 

. The CommisstOQers state in their Report,* .that 
they began by examining '^ on oath, the two prin- 
*^ cipal informants, Sir John and Lady Douglas^ who 
/^ both positively swore, the former to his having 
^^ observed the fact i^f pregnancy, and the latter to 
/Vail the important particulars contained in her 
"former declaration, and above referred to.f 
*^ Their examinations arc annexed to the Report, 
" and are circumstantial and positive." — ^The most 
material of *' the allegations, into the truth of which 
they had been directed to inquire, being thus far 
supported by the oath of the parties from whom 
" they had proceeded," they state, " that they 
" felt it their duty to follow up the Inquiry by the 
^'examination of f such other persons, as they 
'^ judged best able to afford them information, as 
" to the facts in question." " We thought it,*' 
they say, '^ beyond all doubt, that in this course 
** of Inquiry many partipulars must be learnt wbieb 
" would be necessarily CMclusive on the truth or 

_ • 

*' falsehood of these declarations. So , many per* 
" sons must have been witnesses to the appear- 
** ances of an actual existing pregnancy, so many 
'^ circumstances must have been attendant upon 
*^ a real delivery, and difficulties so numerous aod 
^* insurmountable must have been involved in any 

^ * See Rep, p. 6, t See Appendix (A.) p. 49* 
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*^ atteinpt to * accbdnt for the itifant inrquestioDi aa 
*^ the' child of another woman, if it had been, in 
'' fact, the child of the Princess ; that we; entertain- 
ed a full and confident expectfttion of arriving at 
complete proof, either in the affirmative, ix 
" negative on this* part of the subject." " This 
*^ expectation," they proceed to state, ^^ was not 
^'disappointed. "V^^e are happy to declare to 
1^ -your Majesty, our perfect conviction that there 
^^ b no foundation whatever for believing that the 
'^ child now with the Princess, is the child of Her 
\* Royal Highness, or that /she was delivered of 
^^ any child in the year < 1802 ;' nor has any thing 
\* appeared to us which would warrant the belief 
^' that she was* pregnant in that year, pr at any 
^^ other period within the compass of our in- 
" quiries." — ^They then proceed to refer to the 
circumstantial evidence,' by which they state that 
it was proved that the child was, beyond all doubt, 
born in Brownlow- street Hospital, on 1 1th July, 
1802, of the body of Sophia Austin, and brought 
to my house in the month of November following. 
—"'Neither should we," they add, " l)e more 
'^ warranted in expressing any, doubt respecting 
^' the alleged pregnancy of the. Princess, as. stated 
'' in the original declarations; a fact so fully con- 
'^' tradicted, and by so many witnesses, < to whom, 
** if true, it must, in various ways, have been 
^^ known, that we csmnot think it entitled to the 
" smallest credit" Then, after stating that they 
have annexed the depositions from which they have 
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ttese opkiioilS) th^ add~^' We hutbbiy 
^- oflfer to y6ur Maje&r^ ow dear and uoanhn^ui^ 
'^ judgmeiit Upod tbeni) formed on full deliberating 
^ atkl pr<^x>tiiiced without hesitation^ on the result 
" of the whole Inquiry.'* 

These two most important iacts^ therefore, 
which elre charged against me, being so fully, and 
j^atisfactorily^ disposed of, by the unanimous and 
dear judgment of the Commissioners; being s0 
felly and completely disproved by the evidence 
which the Commissioners collected, I might, per- 
haps, in yotn* Majesty's Judgment, appear well jus^ 
tified in passing them by without any obset^valiod 
ef mine. — But though tiie observations which. I 
&all make, sliall be very few, yet I cannot forbear 
just dwelling upon this part of the case, for a few 
itoinutes ; because, if I do not much deceive tnyself; 
upon every principle which ean govern the human 
mind, in the investigation of the truth of any chai^^ 
the fate of this part of the accusation must have 
decisive weight upon the determination of the re^ 
mainder. — I, therefbre, must beg to remark, that 
Sir John Douglas* swears to my having appeared^ 
some tkne after our acquaintance had eommeneed; 
to be wfth chikf, and that one day I leaaed on -the 
s6hf and put tny hand upon my stomach, and said, 
" Sir John, I &hall nevei^ be Queen of Engbmd,*' 
and he said, ** N6t tf yon don't d^erve it," and 1 
sieemed angry at first. ^ • ^ 
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. Tb^ <;on versation^ I apprehea(|, if it has- tb4| 
lenst relation to the subject ob Mfbiqb Sir Jobp was 
examined, must be given for tbei p»rpo9e ^f ipisi^ 
piiating tbat I made an allusion to tpy pregna9i[:y9 
as if tbere was a sort of understanding between bim 
and me upoo tbe subject, and tbat be made me 
angry, by an expression wbicb impli^, that what 
I alluded to would forfeit my Hgbt to be Queen of 
]&igland. — If this is not tbe meaning wbich Sir 
John intends to be annexed to this coaversation>:I 
am perfectly at a loss to conceive what be can inn 
tend it to coqrey, — Whether at any time, when I 
may have felt myself unwell, I may have used tbe 
f 3^pressian, which be here imputes to me, my me^ 
mory will not enable me, with tbe least degree of 
feitaioty; to state. Tbe . wqrds themselves 'seem 
to ipe.to be perfectly < innocent ; and the action of 
Uyiog my band upon my breast, if occasioned by 
finy senile of iaternal pain at tbe mome^, neither 
pnoatural, nor, as it app^^rs to me, in atiy way 
aeBficirahle. . 3ut tbat I ^rould have used tbesf 
words, iiHending te convey to Sir John Douglas 
tbe mewing, which I suppose bim to ioainaatei 
farpasses all b«n>an credulity tp believe. I pouJd 
nati hoiypvcr, . forbear to ootioe this pas«s^ k Siv 
John's ^ai^ioation, because it must iserve to d&9 
im»f4]rate to your Magesty, l\ow wonda in tbem^ 
i^Y^s £ppst iQHOcent^ arp eodeavowed to be tor^ 
lured, i>y bei«g bro^ight lAto tbe context w^ bis 
Qfrnim oi my (ir«9ia0cyi . tp .eonvey it imaDiog 
oiQsfc flonlrary to lbs*, w^b I swlfi by pos^ibiltty 
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have intended to convey, but which it was.neces*' 
sary that he should impute to ine> to give the better 
colour to this false accusation. 
' As to Sir John Douglas, however, v^hen he 
swears to the appearance of ray pregnancy, he pos- 
sibly might be only mistaken. Not that that- mis- 
take will excuse or diminish the guilt of so scanda- 
loud a falsehood upon oath. But for Lady Douglas, 
there cannot be even such an excuse. Independent 
of all those extravagant confessions which she false- 
ly represents me to have made> she states, upon her 
own observation and knowledge, that I was preg- 
nant in the year 1 802. Now, in the habits of in- 
tercourse and intimacy, with which I certainly did 
live with her, at that time, she could not be mis- 
taken as to that fact. It is impossible, therefore^ 
that in swearing positively to that fact, which is  so 
positively disproved, she can fail to appear to your 
Majesty to -be wilfully and deliberately foresworn. 
As to the conversations which she asserts to have 
passed between us, lam well aware, that those 
who prefer hfer word to mine, will not be satisfied 
to disbelieve her upon my bare denial; nor, per- 
haps, upon the improbability and extravagance of 
the supposed conversations themselves. • But as to 
the facts of pregnancy and dellivery, which are 
proved to be false, in. the words of the Report, 
^* by so pany witnesises^ to. whom, if true, they 
^^ must in various \y ays have beefi kno^h/' tio 
person living can doubt that the crime of adultery 
find treastoni as proved bv those facts,, has been at-^ 
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leihpted to be fixed (ipon me, by tlie deiiberati 
tond wilful falsehood of this my most forward ac^ 
Cuser. And when it is once established, as it is, 
that my pregnancy and delivery are all Sir John and 
Lady Douglas's invention, I should imagine that 
my confessions of a pregnancy which never exist- 
ed ; - nay confession of a delivery which, never took 
•place; my confession of having suckled a child 
•which I never bore, will hardly be believed upon 
the credit of her testimony. The credit of Lady 
Douglas, therefore, being .thus destroyed, I trust 
your Majesty will think that I ought to scorn to 
answer to any thing which her examination may 
contain, except so far as there may appear to be 
any additional and concurrent evidence to sup- 
port it. 

' ' This brings me to the remaining part of jtbe Re- 
port, which I read, I do assure your Majesty, with 
a degree of astonishment and surprise, that I know 
not how to express. How the Commissto||prs 
could,, upon such evidence, from such witnesses, 
upon such an information, and in such an eo' part^ 
proceeding, before I had had the possibility of be- 
ing heai^d, not only suffer themselves to form such 
Bn opinion^ but to report it to your Majesty, with 
all the weight ai>d authority of their great names, I 
•am perfectly at a loss to conceive. Their great 
official and judicial occupations, no doubt, pre- 
sented that M\ attention to the subject which it re- 
quired. Butl am not surely Without just grounds 
of ^Minptftint, if they proceeded to pronounce an 
opinioa upon my cbttnli^ter, without all tliat consi-^ 
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deration and ettentioa^ which tbe importance of it 
to the peaee of your Miyesty's midd^ to tibe -bonour 
of your R^al Family> and the it^putatfpn of tbe 
(Princess of Wales, seem, indiiipensikbly, io kave 
demanded. 

in the .part of the Report already ref^rfed to, 
fbe particulars of the charge, exclusive of those 
tvro impoitant facte, u hich have been so satis^ 
factorily disposed of, are, as I have already ob- 
served, variously described by tbe CotniBilssioQefSi; 
as, "matters of great impropriety find indfecencjr 
" of behaviour ;" als, " oth^r rpa^ticulars In themr 
^^ selves extremely suspicious, add still more so^ 
^^ when connected with the assertions Already 
*^ mentioned ;" and as " poiats of the '^elme «c^ 
" ture, though coming to a much less enftent" 
jBot they do not- become the ! ^u^bjeet of Tpartkliliur 
attention in the Report, Uil^fter tlie Commisaioar 
ers had concluded that rjmrt of i^ in whieh thqy 
give so decisrve an. opimon against the trutb of itbe 
charge upon the two material fiicts. They tbea 
.proceed to state--— 

" ^hat they cannot close their Report there,'* 
much as they could wish it ; tliat besides the ^aller 
gations of the pregnancy and delivery! of the Prinr 
cess, those de^arations on the whole of wbicb 
your Majesty had required their Inquiry and Re- 
port, contain other .particulates respecting Me 
Qonduct of Her Royal Highness^ such -o^ must, 
especialjh/ considering her €jpaltedf rank and star 
tion, necessarHy^ give occassion to-veny unfamur^ 
able interpretations. That from vavious deposir 



€7 



ikiM and pft*oo6 annexed, to theis He{»ort, pariieu^ 
hLPiy fmm the eaamixtaHou of Robert Bidgood; 
W., CaUy F. Lioiydy and, Mrs. Lisle, sewral strong 
£ixcumst0i(kC€s of this description^ have been posi- 
tively sworn tG^ by witnesses, wka cannot in the 
Judgment of the Commissioners^ be suspected of 
any unfavosurabk bias^ and whose veracity in this 
RESPECT, they had seen 7m ground to question.^^ 
They then state that ^^ on the precise bearing and 
affe^el of the facts, thus appearing, it is not for 
^ them to decide, these they submit to yoqr Majes* 
t^\ wisdom. But they conceiue it to be their duty 
lo. report on this part of the Inquiry, as distinctly 
-aa on the former facts ; that as, on the one hand, 
the facts of pregnancy and ddivery are, in their 
minds, satisfactorily disproved, so on th§ other hand 
4hey think, that the circumstances to which they 
mm rtfery particularly those stated to have pass- 
ed between Her Royal Highness and Captain 
Manby, nmst be credited until they shall re^- 
ceife sqme decisive contradiction^ and if true^ 
are justly entitled to fbe most seripus considera-^ 
Hon.'' 

Your Majesty will not fail to observe that the 

Ck>mn)issioQei^ t^ave entered into tlie examination 

fA tfiis part of the case, and have reported upon il, 

'HQt me^y m evidence in confirmatiou of the 

r i^argiss of pi^gnancy and delivery, which they i^avc 

« 'iWii(detely negtitamd imd disposed of, but as con- 

AidioiQg substantive matters pf charge, in itself. — 

.<nmt tl^ iconsidcir it, indeed, as relating to points 

^ pf tbe amae nature^ hfxi going to a «iuch less 
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'^ extent/^ not, therefore, ms constituting actud 
crime, but as amounting to ^* improprieties and 
'* indecencies of behaviour, aggravated by the.ex«» 
^' alted rank which I hold,'* as ^' occasioning unfa- 
^* vourable interpretations," and as " entitled to 
■^ the most serious consideration." And when, 
they also state that it is not for them to decide on 
their precise bearing and effect, I think I am jus- 
tified in concluding that they could not class 
them under any known head of crime; as, in 
that case, upon their bearing and efifect they would 
not have been fully competent to have pro^ 
nounced. 

I have, to a degree, already stated to your 
Majesty, the unprecedented hardship to which I 
conceive myself to have Ijeen exposed, by thb ex 
parte Inquiry into the decorum of my private con- 
duct I have already stated the prejudice done 
to my character, by this recorded censure, from 
which 1 can have no appeal; and I press these con- 
siderations no further upon your Majesty, at pre- 
sent, than to point out, in passing this part of the 
Report, the just foundations which it affords me 
for making the complaint. 

Your Majesty will also, I am persuaded, not fail 
to remark the strange obscurity and reserve, the 
mysterious darkness, with which the Report here 
expresses itself; and every due must feel how this 
aggravates the severity and cruelty of the censure, 
by rendering it impossible distinctly and specifi- 
cally to m^et it. The Commissioners state, indeed, 
thai some things are prqved against me, whicl^ 
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must be credited till they shall receive a decisive 
cootradiction, but what those things are they do 
flot state, They are " particulars and circumstan- 
** ces ^hich, especially conisidering my exalted 
" rank, must give occasion to the most unfavour- 
* able interpretations. They are several strong 
** circumstances of this description," '^ they are, 
** if true, justly deserving of most serious consi- 
" deration," and they " must be credited . till de- 
*' cidedly contradicted/' But what are these cir- 
cumstances ? What are these deeds without a 
name ? Was there ever a charge so framed ? 
Was eyer any one put to answer any cliarge, and 
decidedly to contradict it, or submit to have it 
credited against him, which was conceived in such 
terms, without the means of ascertaining what these 
things : are, except as conjecture may enable me to 
surmise, to what parts of the examinations of the 
four witnesses on whom they particularly rely, they 
attach the importance and the weight which seem to 
therp to justify these dark and ambiguous censures 
on my conduct? But such as they are, and whatever 
they may be, they must, your Majesty is told, be 
-Credited unless they are decidedly contradicted. 

Circumstances, respecting Captain * Manby, 
indeed are particularized ; but referring to the 
depositions which • apply to bim, they contain 
much matter of opinion, of hearsay, of suspicion, 
• Are these hearsays, jlre these opinions, are these 
suspicions, ^ and conjectures of - thcs«e witnesses, 
to be believed against me, unless decidedly coq<* 
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Iradiicted? How cao. I decidedly co^tiadict anotboir 
person's opinion ? I umy reason ag$tici9t Ha justice) 
but how can I contradiicA it ? Or bQ\^ can I decir 
dedly contradict Miy thing whicW is dqI precisely 
specified, nor distinctly kaown to pe } 

Your Majesty will aJso ohsierve that the Report 
ptates that it is not for the Commissioners to decide 
upon the bearing and effect of these facU; tbe^e arc 
loft fpr your Majesty's decision. But they add that 
i| tru^ they are justly entitled to the most serious 
eoiisideration. I cannot, Sire^ but coUeet from 

# 

these passages, an intimation that some further pror 
eeadings may ba meditated. And perhaps, if I 
ncted with perfect prudencey sowing how much rea»* 
son I have to f<9ar,fr<)m.tbe fabrications of falsehood 
I ou^t to have waited till I knew what qouissey 
civiU or criminal your Majesty might be advised 
to pursue before I offered any observatiops or aii* 
swer. To this alternative however I am diiv«a. 
I. must either remain silent, and reserve my defence, 
leaving the imputation to operate most injuriously 
Aod fiatally to my character; or I must, by entering 
iotp a defence against so extended a charge^ ^xpoae 
myself with much greater hazard to any future at- 
tacks. But the fear oipo^Hbh dang^t to arisa from 
the perverted ioterpretataoo of my answer, ciwwot 
induce me to acquiesce under tbfs Qert(m mwebief 
of the unjust censure wd judgment . which ti^md^ 
Against nfie, as it wene, r^orded ii) tbi^ Ikport* 
X «baU therefore, at wbatev^ bawn), procefnd |o 
fttfamit to your lotajestyi iq wbiQ^e }mAss \ haja 
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the ^mit stftl^a^tbry YeTiatice, wy fttis^v^r and i^y 
t>bdei*^tibns upon 'tbi* *part "cjf^e case. 

And liici^, Srre, I cattnot fort)ear agatn presam- 
ing -to state to Your Majesty, that it is not a littlfe 
'hard, ihat Ae Codamissioners '(who state, in the 
beginning of their Report, that certafin particulars, 
In themselves, extremely suspicious, were, in the 
judgment, which they had formed upon them, be- > 

ifore th^y entered into the particulars of the Inquiry, 
rendered still more suspicious fpom beingconnnect- 
«d with the assertion of {>regnanqy and delivery,) 
should have made no observation upon the degreq, 
tn wliich that suspicion must be ;pFpportionabl]f 
abated) w^hen those asserdon^ of pf^namoy iwad 
4Q\\ve(i% have been dotnpletely -fetbiiied acmI idid- 
^ppcnredt; tha^^thGy should ntorke no Deanttpk iip6ni!te 
^act,^that^U 'the 'witnesste, :(withJbe(tK€epti6ncx}f 
Mrs. :^fe,^)'Gn (whom 'they sf^eitfifftSatlytidy, were, 
levcry » ettie 4)f ' them, : brc>iiight ^fdrnvwd iby *hfe 'fyriri- 
xfi^fel tefdfttiWs, fdr thfe ^Hllrpbde -Of * suppoftmg the 
¥a»se^tatfetftttnt'of!Lady Douglas ; ^hat they arc the 
%itrierfies -iheitefofe 'df^pferions, ^botn, after the 
*«)ttiJil€fte'fefeifiealtion df^ttteit charge,^! am JTriiiQed 
%i rfejsfcribidg as conspirators, *who^toive'b^cndetec-' 
'tefl, ih supportirtg their cotepiracy by their bwn 
*perjury. And surely where a conspiracy, to *fix a 
'charge upon an indi^'dual, has been plainly detect- 
*^ed, the witnei^es of those who have been so detect-, 
ed in ths^ conspiracy, — witnesses that -are brought 
forward tor support this false charge, cannot stand 
otherwise thap considerably affected in their credit^ 
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by their connection with those who are detected iat 
that conspiracy. But instead of pointing out this 
circumstance, as calling, at least, for some degree 
of caution and reserve, in considering the testimony 
of these witnesses, the Report on the contrary, 
holds them up as worthy of particular credit, as 
witnesses, who, in the judgment of the Commis- 
sioners, cannot be suspected of unfavourable bias.: 
whose veracity, in that respect, they have seen no 
ground to question ; and who must be credited till 
they receive some decided contradiction. 

Now, Sire, I feel the fullest confidence that I 
shall prove to your Majesty's most perfect satis- 
faction, that all of these witnesses (of course I 
still exclude Mrs. Lisle) are under the influence, 
-and exhibit the symptoms of the most unfavoura** 
ble bias ;—^that their veracity is, in every respect, 
to be doubted ;— rand that they cannot, by any 
candid and attentive mind, be deemed worthy of 
.the least degree of credit, upon this charge, your 
Majesty will easily conceive, how great my sur- 
. prise and astonishment must have been, at this 
part of the Report. I am indeed a little at a loss 
to know, whether I understand the passage, which 
I h^ve cited from the Report. *' The witnesses 
'Vin the judgment of the Commissioners are not 
'' to be suspected of unfavourable bias, and their 
" veracity in that respect they have seen no reason 
^^ to question.'' What is meant by their having 
seen no reason to suspect their veracity in that 
respect? Do they mean, what the qualification 
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seems to imply, that they have seen reason to 
question it in other respects ? Is it meant to be 
insinuated that they saw reason to question their 
veracity, not in respect of an unfavourable bias, 
but of a bias in my favour ? I cannot impute to 
them *such an insinuation, because I am satisfied 
that the Commissioners would never have intended 
to insinuate any thing so directly contrary to the 
truth. 

The witnesses specifically pointed out, as thus 
particularly deserving of credit, are *W. Cole, 
IfR. Bidgood, fF- Lloyd, and :|:Mrs. Lisle. With 
respect to Mrs. Lisle, I trust your Majesty will 
permit me to make my observations upon her 
Examination, as distinctly and separately, as I 
possibly can, from the others. Because, as I ever 
had, and have now, as much as ever, the most 
perfect respect for Mrs. Lisle, I would avoid the 
possibility of having it imagined that such obser- 
vations, as I shall be under the absolute necessity 
of making, upon the other witnesses, could be in- 
tended, in any degree, to be applied to her. 

With respect to Cole, Bidgood, and Lloyd, 
they have all lived in their places, for a long time ; 
tbey had lived with his Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales before he married, and were 
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appointed by him to situations about me; Cole 
and Lloyd immediately upon my marriage^ and 
Bidgood very shortly afterwards. I know ndt 
whether from this circumstance they may consider 
themselves as not owing that undivided duty and 
regard to me, which servants of my ovya appoint- 
ment, miglit possibly have felt ; [but if I knew 
nothing more of them than that they had consented 
to be voluntarily examined, for the purpose of 
supporting the statement of Lady Douglas on a 
charge so deeply affecting my honour, without 
communicating to me the fact of such examination, 
your Majesty would not, I am sure, be surprised to 
find, that I saw, in that circumstance alone, sufE* 
cient to raise some suspicions of an unfavourable 
bias. But when I find Cole, particularly, sub- 
mitting to this secret and voluntary examination 
against me, no less than Jour times> and when I 
found, during the pendency of this Inquiry before 
the Commissioners, that one of them, R. Bidgood, 
was so far connected, and in league^ with. Sir John 
and Lady Douglas, as to have communication 
with the latter, I thought I saw the proof of such 
decided hostility and confederacy against me, that 
I felt obliged to order the discontinuance of his 
attendance at my house till further orders. Of 
the real bias of their minds, however, with respect 
to me, your Majesty will be better able to judge 
from the consideration of their evideiice. 

The imputations which I collect to be considered 
as cast upon me by these several witnesses, are toa 
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great familiarity and intimacy with several gentle- 
men, — Sir Sidney Smith, Mr. Lawrence, Captain 
'Manby, and I know not whether the same are not 
meant to be extended to Lord Hood, Mr. Chester^ 
and Captain More. 

With your Majesty*s permission, therefore, I 
will examine the depositions of the witnesses, as 
they respect these several gentlemen, in their order, 
keeping the evidence, which is applicable to each 
case, as distinct from the others as I can. 

And I will begin with those which respect Sir 
Sidney Smith, as he is tlie person first mentioned in 
the deposition of W. Cole. 

W. Cole says,* *' that Sir Sidney Smith first 
visited at Montague House in 1802 ; that he 
observed that the Princess M^as too familiar with 
Sir Sidney Smith. Ontfday, bethinks in Febru- 
ary, he (Cole) carried into the Blue Room to the 
Princess some sandwiches which she had order- 
ed, and was surprised to see that Sir Sidney was 
there. He must have come in from the Park. If 
he had been let in from Blackheath, he must have 
passed through the room in whieh he (Cole) was 
waiting. When he had left the sandwiches he 
returned, after some time, into the room, and 
Sir Sidney Smith was sitting very close to the 
Princess on the sofa; He (Cole) looked at her 
Royal Highness, she caught his eye, and saw that 
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he noticed the manner in which they were sitting 
together, they appeared both a little confused." 

R. Bidgood says also, in his deposition* on the 
6th of June, (for he was examined twice) " that 
jit was early in 1802 that he first observed Sir Sid- 
ney Smith come to Montague House. He used 
to stay very late at night ; he had seen him early 
in the morning there ; about ten or eleven o'clock. 
He was at Sir John Douglas's and was in the ha- 
bit, as well as Sir John and Lady Douglas, of din- 
ing or having luncheon, or supping there every 
day. He saw Sir Sidney Smith one day in 180& 
in the Blue Room, about 1 1 o'clock in the morn- 
ing, which was full two hours before they expected 
ever to see company- He asked the servants why 
they did not let him know Sir Sidney Smith was 
there ; the footmen told hjm that they had let no 
person in. There was a private door to the Park, 
by which Ke might have come in if he had a key 
to it, and have got into the Blue Room without 
any of the servants perceiving him. And in his 
second deposition, taken on the 3rd of July, he 
says he lived at Montague House when Sir Sidney 
came. Her (the Princess's) manner with him ap- 
peared very familiar ; she appeared very attentive 
to him^ but he did not suspect any thing further, 
Mrs. Lisle says that the Princess at one time 
appeared to like Sir John and Lady Douglas. 
'* I have seen Sir Sidney Smith there very late iii 
the evening, but not alone with the Princess. I 
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have no reason to suspect he had a key x>f the 
Park gate; I never heard of any body being found 
wandering about at Blackheath/' 

Fanny Lloyd does not mention Sir Sidney Smith 
in her deposition. 

Upon the whole of this evidence then, which 
is the whole that respects Sir Sidney Smith, in any 
of these depositions (except some particular pas* 
sages in Cole's evidence which are so important 
as to require very particular and distinct state- 
ment) I would request your Majesty to understand 
that, with respect to the fact of Sir Sidney Smith's 
visiting frequently at Montague House^ both with 
Sir John and Lady Douglas, and withput them ; 
with respect to his being frequently there; at 
luncheon, dinner, find supper; and staying with 
the rest of the company till twelve, one o'clock, or 
even sometimes later, if these are some of the 
facts " which must give occasion to unfavourable 
" inlcrpretations, and must be credited till they 
" are contradicted f they are facts, which I 
never can contradict, for they are perfectly true. 
And I trust it will imply the confession of no 
guilt, to admit that Sir Sidney Smith's conver-* 
satipn, his account of the various and extraordi^* 
nary events, and heroic achievements in which 
l^e had been concerned, amused and interested 
me ; and the circumstance of bis living so much 
with his friends, Sir John and Lady Douglas, iii 
my neighbourhood oq Blackbeath, gave the 
opportunity of his increasing bis acquaintance 
with me. 
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It happened also that about this time I fitted up, 
as your Majesty may have observed, one of the 
rooms in my house after the fashion of a Turkish 
Tent. Sir Sidney furnished me with a pattern 
for it, in a drawing of the Tent of Murat Bey, 
which he had brought over with him from Egypt. 
And he taught me how to draw Egyptian 
Arabesques^ which were necessary for the or- 
naments of the ceiling ; this may have occasion- 
ed, while that room was fitting up, several vi- 
sits, and possibly some, though I do not recol- 
lect them, as early in the morning as Mr. Bid- 
good mentions. I believe also that it has hap- 
pened more than once, that, walking with my 
ladies iti the Park, we have met Sir Sidney 
Smith, and that he has come in, with us, through 
tlie gate from the Park, My ladies may have 
gone lip to take off their cloaks, or to dress, and 
have left me alone with him ; and, at some one 
of these times, it may very possibly have hap- 
pened that Mr. Cole, and Mr. Bidgood may 
have seen him, when he has not come through 
the waiting-room, nor been let in by any of the 
footmen. But I solemnly declare to your Majesty, 
that I have not the least idea or belief that he ever 
had a key of the gate into the Park, or that he 
ever entered in or passed out, at that gate, except 
in company with myself and my ladies. As for 
the circumstance of my permitting him to be in 
the room alone with me ; if suffering a man to 
be so alone is evidence of guilt, from whence 
the Commisioners can draw any unfavourable 
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inference, I must leave them to draw it. For I 
cannot deny that it has happened, and happened 
frequently ; not only with Sir Sidney Smith, but 
with many, many others; gentlemen who have vi- 
sited me ; tradesmen who have come to receive 
my orders ; masters whom I have bad to instruct 
me, in painting, in music, in English, &c. that I 
have received them without any one being by. la 
short, I trust I am not confessing a crime, for un- 
questionably it is a truth, that I never had an idea 
that there was any thing wrong, or objectionable, 
in thus seeing men, in the morning, and I confi- 
dently believe your Majesty will sec nothing in it, 
from which any guilt can be inferred. I feel cer- 
tain, that there is nothing immoral in the thing 
itself; and I have always understood, that it was 
perfectly customary and usual for ladies of the 
first rank, and the first character, in the country, 
to receive the visits of gentlemen in a morning, 
though they might be themselves alone at the 
time. But, if, in the opinions and fashions of 
this country^ there should be more impropriety 
ascribed to it, than what it ever entered into my 
mind to conceive, I hope your Majesty, and every 
candid mind, will make allowance for the differ* 
cnt notions which my foreign education, and fo- 
reign habits may have given me. 

But whatever character may belong to this prac- 
tice, it is not a practice which commenced after my 
leaving Carlton House. While there, and from 
my first arrival in this country, I was accustomed, 
with the knowledge of His Royal Highness the 
Prince of Wales, and without his ever having 
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hinted to me the slightest disapprobation, to re- 
ceive lessons from various masters, for my amuse- 
ment; and improvement; I was attended by them 
frequently, from twelve o'clock to five in the af- 
ternoon ; — Mr. Atwood for music, Mr. Geffadiere 
for English, Mr. Toufrpneili for paintiag, Mr. 
Tutoye for imitating marble, Mr. Elwes for the 
fcarp. I saw them all alone ; and indeed, if I were 
to see them at all, I could do no otherwise than 
see them alone. Miss Garth, who was then sub- 
governess to my daughter, lived, certainly, under 
the same roof with ..me, but she could not be 
spared from her duty and attendance on my 
daughter. I desired her sometimes to come 
down stairs, and read to me, during the time 
'When I drew or painted, but my Lord Cholmon^ 
deiy informed me this could not be. I then re- 
quested that I inight have one of my bed-cham- 
ber women to live constantly at Carlton House, 
that I might have her at call whenever I wanted 
her; but I was answered that it was not custo- 
mary, that the attendants of the Royal Family 
should li^e with them in town ; so that request 
could not be complied with. But, independent 
of this, I never conceived that jt was oflfensive 
to the fashions and manners of the country to re- 
ceive gentlemen, who might call upon me in a 
morning, whether I had or had not any one with 
me ; and it never occurred to me to think that 
there was either impropriety or indecorum in it, at 
that time, nor in continuing the practice at Monta- 
gue House. But this has been confined to morning 
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l^isits, m Dp private apartments of my house^ but 
in my drawing-room, where my ladies have, at all 
times, free access, and as they usually take their lun- 
cheon with me, except when they are engaged with 
visitors, or pursuits of their own, it could but rarely 
occur that I could be left with any gentleman alone 
for any length of time, unless there were something 
in the known and avowed business, which might 
occasion his waiting upon me, that would fully ac- 
cost for the circumstance. 

I trust your Majesty will excuse the length at 
vhicb I have dwelt upon this topic. I perceived, 
from the examinations, that it had been much in- 
quired after, and I felt it necessary to represent it 
^n its true light. And the candour of your Majes- 
ty's mind will, I am confident, suggest that those 
who are the least^ conscious of intending guilt, are 
the least suspicious of having it in^puted to them; 
and therefore that they do not think it necessary tq 
guard themselves, at every turn, with witnesses to 
prove their innocence, fancying their character to 
be safe, as long as their conduct is innocent, and 
that guilt will not be imputed to them from actions 
quite indifierent. 

Tljc deposition, however, of Mr. Cole is not 
isonfined to my being alone with Sir Sidney Smith. 
'The circumstances in which he observed us toge- 
ther he' particularizes, and states his opinion. He 
introduces, indeed, the whole of his evidence by 
Mying that I was too familiar with Sir Sidney Smith 
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but as I trust I am not yet so far degf&^lt^, as^ to 
have niy character decided by the apinigo of Mn 
Cole, I shall not comment upon that observation. 
He then proceeds to describe the scenci which Ije 
observed on the day when he brought, in the san(}- 
wiches, which I trust your Majesty did not fail tf> 
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notice, / had myself ordered to be brought in. 
For there is an obvioi^s insinuation that Sir Sidney 
must have come in through the Park, and tb^t 
there was great impropriety in his beipg alone wit^' 
me. And at least the witnesses own story proves^ 
whatever impropriety there might be, in. this cir- 
cumstance, that I was not con$cious of itr Qor meant 
to take advantage of his clandestine entry, from tt^e 
Park, to conceal the fact from my servant s o^er* 
ration. For if I had had such .consciousness, or 
such meaning, I never could hav^ ordered 9a^()- 
wiches to have been brought in, or any other act tp 
have been done, which must have brought giyself 
under the notice of my servants, while I continued 
in a situation, M'hich I thought improper, and wished 
to conceal. Any of the circumstances of tbb vki^t 
to which this part of the deposition refers, my me- 
mory does not enable me in the least decree topa^*-- 
ticularize and recal. Mr. Cole may have seen 
me sitting on the same sofa with Sir. Sidney •^Vfti^j^*^ 
Nay, I have no doubt he must have seen oaei ovfBr 
and over again, not only with Sir Sidney Smitli, bift 
\vith other gentlemen, sitting upon the same s^^st; 
and I trust. your.Majesty will feel it the hardest thiiig 
imaginable, that I should be called upon to ac- 
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couril what corner of a sofa I sat lipoQ four years 
agb, and how dose Sir Sidney Smith was sitting to 
roe. I can only solemnly aver to your Majesty, 
tbiat my conscience supplies me with the fullest 
ni^hs of confidently assuring you/ that I never 
pernlitted Sir Sidney Smith to sit on any sofa with 
me in any mannery which, in my own judgment, was 
in' the slightest degree bffensivc to the strictest pro- 
pflety • tind decorum. In the judgment of many 
persons *perliaps, a Princess of Wales should at no 
time forget the elevation of hefr rank, or descend irt 
a6y degree to tlie familiarities and intimacies of 
private life. Under any circumstances, this would 
b6 ahard" condition to be annexed to her sitoation.' 
Under the circumstences, in which it has been^ tiiy 
mfefbrtuhe to'have lost th« necessary siipport to the 
dimity and station of 'a Princess of Wales, to have 
assumed ' and * maintained an unbetiding dignity 
wDuld have becA impos'sibliei and if possible, could 
lidrdly have been ex^pedted froiii me. 
* Aftfer these observations, Sire, I must now re^ 
qiiest your Majesty*s attention to " thoi^e ' written 
detflaratiohs which ai^ mentioned inr the Report, 
and which I shall never be able suMciently to thahk 
your Blfdjesty fdr having condescended, in compli- 
ance WitJi^ my ear^ne^t request^ to order to be trans* 
mlfl^^fc me. From observations upon those de- 
corations themselves, as \Vell as upon comparing 
tlflstri with the depositions m«(de before the Com- 
missioners, your Majesty will "^see the strongest 
reason for discrediting the testimony of W. Cole, 
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as well as others of these witnesses whose credit 
stands in the opinion of the Commissioners so un«' 
impeachable. They supply important observations, . 
even with respect to that part of Mr. Co\^% evi- > 
dence which I am now considering, though in no . 
degree equal in importance to those which I shall . 
afterwards have Oiccasion to notice. 

Your Majesty wil^ please to observe, that there : 
are no Jess than four different examinatbns, or de- . 
clarations of Mr. Cole. They are dated on the 
Uthy Hthy and 30th of January, and on 23rd of . 
February. In these^ four different declarations be 
twice mentions the circumstance of finding Sir Sid* . 
ney Smith and myself on the sofa, and he mentiona ^ 
it not only in a different manner, at each qf those 
times, but at both of them in a manner, which ma- 
terially differs from his deposition before the Com*- , 
missioncrs. In his declaration on the 11 th of Janu- 
ary ''^ he says, that he found us in so familiar a pos«.; 
tare, as to alarm him very much, which he express^ * 
ed by a start back and a look at the gentleman* 

In that dated on 22nd of February,-): however > 
(being asked, I suppose, as to that which he bad . 
dared to assert, of the familiar posture which had . 
alarmed him so much,) he says, " there was nothm^ , 
particular m our dress, position oi leg^^ or arms> . 
that was extraordinary ; he thought it iinproper . 
that a single gentleman should be sittmg quite clo$a ^ 
to a married lady on the sofa, andTrom that sitiia-^ < 

' ♦See Appendix (B.) p. 98. 

t See Appendix (B«)p# lOi^ 
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tiooy and former ohstrodtionsy be thought the tfaii^ 
improper. In this second account, therefore, }*our 
Majes^ perceives be was obliged to bring in his 
former observatioiis to help out the statement, in 
order to account for his having been so shocked 
vixUti what he saw, as to express his alarm by 
*^ starting back/' But, unfortunately, be accounts 
fot it, as it seems to m^ at lea^t, by the very cir- 
cuntstance which would have induced him to have 
been less surprised, and consequently less startled 
by what he saw ; for bad bis former observations 
been such as he insinuates, be would liave been pre- 
pared the more to expect^ and the less to be sur- 
prised at, what be pretends to have seen. 

But your Majesty will observe, that in his depo- 
siticNi before the Commissioners,''^ (recollecting, 
perhaps, how awkwardly he had accounted for his 
slatting ill his former declaration,) be drops his 
'StadTtiiig altogether. Instead of looking at the gen- 
tlmnan only) he looked at us both ; that I cau^t bis 
eye^ and isaw that he noticed the miinner in which we 
weire sitting ; and instead of his own starting, or any 
d^BcriptjoQ of the manner in which he exhibited 
hia own ibelings, we are represented as' both ap^ 
ptiwring a little confused. Our coirfwion b a cir- 
cumstadce, which, during his four declarations, 
whioh he made before the appointment of the four 
Coiliaiissioners, it never once occurred to him to 
reC(dIect«' And now he does recollect it, we ap- 
peared he says, ^^ a little confused*"— A little con- 
iiiaed 1 — The Princess of Wales detected iaa situa- 

* Appendix (A.) p. 1 K 
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tionisficbtotdisbedi and alarm tier sermntj andsa 
d»wcted as to be sensible of her detection^ and s<y 
Gdhsdous of the impropriety of the sitoftdon'as t6 
ex^hibit symptoms of (confusion; would not lier^eon- 
fusion hnvte beeniextpeme? would it ha^cP bcfefi so 
littte as to have slipped the memory of tbn witness 
who observed fif^. during bis first four declarations/ 
and at last to be retelled^to his recollection in such 
a manj^^r as to be represented in tbefaint and feieble 
M»ay, in which he here describes it? 

' What weight your Majesty wili ascribe to these 

diiferenceB in the accoutits. git^en by this 'vvttness, I 

cannot pnetend to say. 'But i am ready to Confess^ 

that, probably, if there was nothing stronger of 

the same kiiid to be observed^ in other psirts of liis 

testimon}', ' the inference which would be> drawnf 

from then>, would depend very much' upan • tfai^ j 

opinion; prevfidUsly entertained of the ^witnassi *1ii^< 

me, w ha Unawiminy parts ofihis^tesiittiotiy toi^be** 

absolutely falslid) dnddl the Icolouring ^vea'to it 1^^ 

b& wholly flfdtn biS! own wicked and malieidutr' in* ' 

vention^ it apptea^s plain^ that these differedceS' in'' 

his representations, ai'e the' unsteady,^ awkwardi' 

shuffles and' prevarications of falsehood. — Tolbosei 

if "there are any such, who -from preconceived pife- •. 

judioesinhis' fivour, or from any other drcum-^ 

stahces> think thai his vet'acity is free from allies*-' 

preion,' -satisiketory-nheans of reconciling thiem niay> 

possibly occiip. fiat before I have left Mn Cole*^' 

examinations, your Majesty will find that they will 

have nmith more to account for; and much mope - 

to reconcile. 
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Mr. Cole's examioatioii before^tbe Commissioii- 
ers goes on thus: — '^ *^A short time before this, 
'* ODe night *about twelve o'clock, I saw a man go 
^^ kite the house from the Park, wrapt up in a 
*- great coat. I did not give any alarm, for the 
*^ impression on my mind was, that it was n6t 
*' a thief." When I read this passage, Sire, I 
could hardly believe my eyes ; when I found such a 
fact left in this dark state^ without any further ex- 
planation, or without a trace in the examination, of 
any attempt to get it further explained. How he 
got this impression on his mind, that this was not 
a thief? Whom he believed it to be ? What part 
of the house He saw him enter ? If the drawing- 
rooni> or any part which I usually bccupy, who 
was there at the time? Whether I was tiiere? 
. Whetbear alone, or with my Ladies ? or with other 
-compaDy ? Whether he told any body of the cir* 
Guoistanee at the time? or how long after ? Whom 
•he^ told? Whether any inquiries were ionade in 
^SMiscqoence ? These, and a thousand other ques- 
tions, with a view to have penetrated into the mys- 
tery of this strange story, -and to have tried the 
creditof this wiiness, would, I should have thought, 
lutve 4>ccurred'to afiy one ; but certainly must have 
•caufred to persons so experienced, and s^o abte^ 
ia^tbe examination of facts, and the* trying of th6 
credk ol witnesses,- as the tvio learned Lords iia-^ 
questbnably are, wbon» your Majes^ took cave 
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to have introduced into this Commission* They 
never could have permitted these unexplained and 
unsifted hints and insinuations to have bad the 
wdght and effect of proof.--^But| unfortunately for 
me, the duties, probably, of their respective situa* 
tions prevented their attendance on the examina* 
tion of thb, and on the first examination of another 
most important witness, Mr. Robert Bidgood-r- 
and surely your Majesty will permit me here, with* 
out offence, to complain, that it is not a little hard, 
that, when your Majesty had shewn your anxiety 
to have legpl accuracy, and legal experience assist 
on this examination, the two most important wit7 
nesses, in whose examinations ther^ is more mal* 
ter for unfavourable interpretation^ than in all the 
rest put together, should have been examined with- 
out the benefit of this accuracy, and this experience. 
And I am the better justified in making this obeerp 
vati<m, if what has been suggested to me is correct; 
that, if it shall not be allowed that the power of ad^ 
ministering an oath under this warrant or commisf- 
sion is questionable, yet it can hardly be doubted^ 
that it is most questionable whether, according to 
the terms or meaning of the virarrantor commission 
as it constitutes no quorum, Lord. Spencer and 
Xord Greuville could administer an oath, or act in 
the absence of the other Lords ; and if tliey could 
not. Mr. Ck)le's falsehood must be out oi' tbe jeafih 
of punishment 

Returning then from this digression, will your 
Majesty permit imIo hM^, wlMiibiu' I am to under* 
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ttand this fact, respecting the man in a great coal, 
to be one of those which niust necessarily give oc- 
casion to the most mifavourable interpretations ? 
which must be credited till decidedly contradicted? 
and which if true, deserve the most serious consi- 
deration ? The unfavourable interpretations which 
this fact may occasion, doubtless are, that this 
man was either Sir Sidney Smith, or some other 
paramour^ who was admitted by me into my house 
in disguise at midnight, for thq accomplishment of 
my wicked and adulterous purposes. And is it 
possible that your Majesty, is it possible that any 
candid mind can believe this fact, with the un- 
favourable interpretations which it occasions, on 
the relation of a servant, who for all that appears, 
tnetitions it for the first time, four years after the 
event took place ; 'and who gives himself, this 
picture of his honesty and fidelity to a master, 
whom he has served so long, that he, whose nerves 
ai"^ of so moral a frame, that he starts at seeing a 
single man sitting at mid-day, in an open drawing- 
room, on the same sofa, with a married woman, 
perhiitted this disguised midnight adulterer, to ap- 
^^roach his master's bed, without taking any ndtice, 
Without making any. alarm, without offering any 
4nterruption. And why ? because (as he expressly 
States) he did not believe him to be a tlaief ; and 
-because (as he plainly insinuates) he did believe bim 
to be an adulterer. 
'- But what mak^s the :naAmi?r an which the Gom- 
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missioners suffered ibis fact to remain so unex- 
plained, the more extraordinary is this ; Mr. Cole 
had in his original declaration of the* J 1th of Ja- 
nuary, which was before the Commissioners, stated 
" that one night, about twelve o'clock, he saw a 
person wrapped up in a great coat, go across the 
Park into the gate to the Green House, and he 
verily believes it was Sir Sidney Smith.'* In his de- 
claration then, (when he was not upon oath) he 
ventures to state, " that he verily believes it was 
Sir SicUiey Smith." When he is upon his oath, in 
his deposition before the Commissioners, all that 
he ventures to swear is, *' that he gave no alarnj, 
because the impression upon his mind was, that it 
was not a thief." And the difference is most im- 
poitant. "The impression upon his mind was, 
that it was not a thief! !" I believe him, and the 
impression upon my mind too is, that he knew it 
was not a thief — That he knew who it was — and 
that he knew it was no other than ;72y watchmatu 
What incident it is that he alludes to, I cannot pre- 
tend to know. But this I know, that if it refers to 
any man with whose proceedings I have the least 
acquaintance or privity, it must hare been niy 
watchman ; who, if he executes my orders, nightly, 
and often in the ni^ht, goes his rounds, both inside 
and outside of my house. And this circumistance, 
which I i>Lou!d think would rather afford, to most 
minds, an infeience that I was not preparing the 

. Appendix (B) p. 98. 
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way of planning facilities for secret midnight assig- 
nations, has, in my conscience, I believe, (if there 
is one word of truth in any part of this story, and 
the whole of it is not pure invention) afforded the 
handle, and suggested the idea, to this lionest, trusty 
man, this witness, " who cannot be suspected of any 
unfavourable bias," " whose veracity in that re- 
spect the Commissioners saw no ground to ques- 
tion," and " who must be credited till he received 
decided contradiction,*' suggested, I say, the idea 
of the dark and vile insinuation contained in this 
part of hisf testimony. 

Whether I am right or wrong, however, in this 
conjecture, this appears to be evident, that his ex- 
amination is so left, that supposing an indictment 
for perjury or false swearing, would lie against any 
witness, examined by the Commissioners, and sup- 
posing this examination had been taken before the 
whole four. — If Mr. Cole was indicted for perjury, 
in respect to this part of his deposition, the proof 
that he did see the watchman, would necessarily 
acquit him ; would establish this truth of what he 
said, and rescue him from the punishment of per- 
jury, though it would at the same time prove the 
falsehood and injustice of the inference, and the 
insinuation, for the establishment of which alone the 
fact itself was sworn. 

Mr. Cole chooses further to state, that he as- 
cribes his removal from Montague House to Lon- 
don, to the discovery he had made, and the notice 
he had taken of the improper situation of Sir Sid- 
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ney Smiih with noe upoi>. the sofa. To this I csin. 
oppose little more than my own assertions, as my 
motives can only be known to myself. — But Mr. 
Cole was a very disagreeable servant to me ; he; 
was a, man, w ho, a3 I always conceived, had h^^t^k 
educated above his station. He talked French^ 
and was a musician, playing; well on the violin. — ; 
By these qualifications he had got admitted occasi- 
onally, into better company,, and this probably led 
to that, forward arid obtrusive conduct, which I 
thought extremely oflfcnsive and impertinent in a 
servant. 1 had long been extremely di^pl,eased \vith 
hio(?;:l had discovered, that when I went. out he 
would come into my drawing-room, , and play on 
my .hfirpsichord, or sit ihqre reading my boqks ; — 
and, in short, there was a forwardness which would 
have led to my- absolutely discharging hip a long 
time before, if I had not made a sort of rule to my- 
self, to forbear, as long as possible, from removing 

jany servant who had been placed about me by his 

*' • .  • • 

Royal Highness. — Before Mr. Cole lived with the 

Pripce, he had liv(?d with the. Duke of Devon- 
shire, and I had reason, to bqlicve that he carried to 
Devonshire House all the observations he could 
make at mine. For, these various reasons, just 
befoi^e the Duke of Kent was about to go out of 
the kingdom, I requested his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Kent, who had been good enough to take 
the trouble of arranging many particulars in my 
, establishment, to make the arrangement with re- 
spect, to Mr. Cole ; which was to leave him in tQWO 
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to wait upon me only when I went to Carlton 
House, and not to come to Montague House ex- 
cept- when specially required. This arrangement, 
it seems, offended him. It certainly deprived him 
of some perquisites which be had when living at 
Blackbeath • but upon the whole, as it left him so 
ipueh more of his time atliis own disposal, I should 
not have thought It had been much to his preju- 
dieje. It seems, however, that he did not like it ; 
^nd I mv^st; leave this part of the case with this one 
CjbservatioA more— That your Majesty, 1 trust,. 
\yiU hardly believe, that, if Mr. Cole had, by any 
accident, discoveried any improper conduct of 
, minej, towards Sir Sidney Smith, or any one else, 
the way which I should have taken to suppress his; 
information^ to close his mouth, would hav€ been 
by immediately adopting an arrangement in my 
fapily, with regard to. him^ which was either pre-- 
j^udicial or disagreeable to himi : or that the way to 
i^emovehim frotn the opportunity and the tempta- 
tion of betraying my secret, whether through. levity 
or design, in the quarter where it would be most 
fatal to me that it should be known, was by making 
an arjta^gpmeut which, while all his resentment 
and anger werej fresh and warm about biua,. would 
place him frequently, nay, almost daily, at Carl* 
toa Hoj^e;, would place him precisely at that 
glace, from whence, unquestionably^ it must have 
been Oay interest to. have, kept him ais, far removed 
as possible. 
. . Theire ^s little o^. noticing in the cxaniinaiions of 
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the other witnesses which is material for me to ob« 
serve upon, is far as respects this part of the case. 
It appears from them indeed, what I have had no 
difficulty in admitting, and have observed upon 
before, that Sir Sidney Smith was frequently at 
Montague House — ^that they have known him to 
be alone with me in the morning, but that they, 
never knew him alone with me in an evening, or 
staying later than my company or the ladies — for 
what Mr. Stikemau says, with respect to his being 
alone with me in an evening, can only mean, and 
is only reconcileable with all the re^st of the evi- 
dence on this part of the case, by its being under- 
stood to mean alone, in respect of other company, 
but not alone, in the absence of my Ladies. The 
deposition indeed of my servant, S. Roberts, 
is thus far material upon that point, that it exhibits 
Mr. Cole, not less than three years ago, endea- 
vouring to collect evidence upon these points to my 
prejudice. — For Your Majesty will find that he 
says, " I recollect Mr. Cole* once asking me, I 
" think three years ago, whether there were any 
^* favourites in the family. I remember saying, 
that Captain Manby and Sir Sidney Smith were 
frequently at Blackheath, and dined there 
" oftener than other persons." He then pro- 
** ceeds — *' I never knew Sir Sidney Smith stay 
" later than the Ladies ; I cannot exactly say at 
** what time he went, but I never remember his 
" staying alone with the Princess." 
As to what is contained in the written declara- 

* See Appendix (A) No. 8. 
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tions of Mr. and Mrs. Latnpert, the old servants 
of Sir John and L^dy Douglas (as from some cir- 
cumstances or other respecting, I conceive^ either 
their credit or their supposed importance) the 
Commissioners have not thought proper to exa- 
mine them upon their oaths,* I do not imagine 
Your Majesty would expect that I should take any 
notice of them. And as to what is deposed by my 

Lady Douglas, if your Majesty will observe the 
gross and horrid indecencies, with which she ushers 
in, and states my confessions to her, of my asserted 
criminal intercourse with Sir Sidney Smith, Your 
Majesty, I am confident, will not be surprised that 
I do not descend to any particular observations on 
her deposition. — One, and one only observation will 
I make, which, however, could not have escaped 
Your Majesty, if I had omitted it. — That Your 
Majesty will have an excellent portraiture of the 
true female delicacy and purity of piy Lady Dou- 
glas's mind, and character, when you will observe 
that she seems wholly insensible that what a sink of 
infamy she degrades herself by her testimony 
.against me. It is not only that it appears, from her 
statement, that she was contented to live, in fami- 
liarity and apparent friendship with me, after the 
confession which I made of my adultery (for by the 
indulgence and liberality, as it is called, of modem 
manners, the company of adulteresses has ceased 
to reflect that discredit upon the characters of other 

^For ilhe same reason they areuot printed in Appendix (B). j 
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women who admit of their society, which the best 
interests of female virtue may, perhaps, require ) 
But she was contented to live in familiarity with a 
woman, who, if Iiady Douglas's evidence of me is 
true, was a most low, vulgar, and profligate dis- 
grace to her sex. The grossness of whose ideas 
and conversation, would add infamy to the lowest, 
most vulgar, and most infamous prostitute. It is not, 
however, upon this circumstance, itiat I fest as- 
sured no reliance can be placed on Lady Douglas's 
testimony ; but after what is proved, with regard 
to her evidence respecting my pregnancy and deli- 
very in 1802, I am certain that any observations 
upon her testimony, or her veracity, must be fluilg 
away. 

Your Majesty has therefore now before you the 
state of the charge against me, as far as it respects 
Sir Sidney Smith. And this is, as I understand 
the Report, one of the charges wkichj with its un- 
favourable interpretations^ must, in the opinion of 
the Commissionei^Sy be credited till decidedly con- 
tradicted. 

As to the facts of frequent visiting on terms of 
great intimacy, as I have said before, they cannot 
be contradicted at all. How inferences and an- 
favourable interpretations are to be decidedly con- 
tradicted, I wish the Commissioners had been so: 
good as to explain. 1 know of no possible way*, 
but by the declarations of myself and Sir Sidney; 
Smith* Yet we being the si:\pposed guilty parties,, 
our denial, probably,' will be thought of no great 
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wei|^t« As to my owd, houever, I tender it to 
your Majesty, in the most solemn manner, and if 
I knew what fact it was that Tought to contradict^ 
to clear my innocence, I would precisely address 
myself to that fact, as I am * confident^ my con- 
science would enable me to do, to any, from which 
a criminal or an unbecoming inference could be 
drawn. I am sure^ however, your Majesty will 
feel for the humiliated and degraded situation, to 
which this Report has reduced your Daughter-in- 
law, the Princess of Wales ; when you see her 
reduced to the necessity of either risking the dan- 
ger, that the most unfavourable interpretations 
should be credited ; oj else of stating, as I am now 
degraded to the necessity of stating, that not only 
no adulterous or criminal, but no indecent or im- 
proper intercourse whatever, ever subsisted be- 
tween Sir Sidney Smith and. myself, or any thing 
i^hicb I should have objected that all the world 
should have seen. I say degraded to the necessity 
of stating it ; for your Majesty must feel lba( m 
woman's character is degraded when it is put upon 
ber to make such statement, at the peril of the 
contrary being credited, unless she decidedly con* 
tradict» it Sir Sidney Smith's absmce from the, 
country prevents my calling upon him to attest 
the same truth. But I trust uhen your Majesty 
shall find, :a8! you will 6nd, that my declaration tp 
a, similar effect, with respect to the other gentle- 
laen referred to in this Report, is confirmed by 
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their denial, that your Majesty* will think thst itt 
ft case, where nothing but my own Yfor^ can b^ 
•ddtrced, my own word altmc may be opposed' te 
whatever little remains of credit or vi-eight may^ 
after all* the above observationsii be supposed yet to 
belong to Mr. Gole, to his inferences^, his-insinuai^ 
tions^ or his facial. Not indeed* that* I have yet-fin- 
ishcd jijy observations on Mt. Cole's* credit;- but I 
imist reserve the remainder, till T consider his' evi- 
dence with respect to Mr. Lawrence^, and* tUM 
have occaf^ion to comment upon the testimony 6f 
Eanny Lloyd; Then, indeed, I shall be und^r the 
necessity of exhibiting to your • Majesty these wife 
nesses, Fanny Lloyd and Mr. Cole^ (both of whon» 
are represented as so unbiassed; and so credible,) 
in fla^ decisive, and iiTeconcileabte contradiction to 

 

each other. 

The. next person, with whom my improper in- 

r 

timacy is insinuated, is Mr. Lawrence the painter. 
. The principal witness on this charge is also Mr 
Cole. Mr. R. Bidgood says nothmg aboutliim^ 
I^imy Lloyd* says nothing about him; and att thai 
Mrs. Lisle says is ^perfectly true, and I am neither 

% ... 

able, nor feel' interested; to contradict it. .*^'That 
she remembers my sitting to Mr. Lawrence for 
my picture at Blackheath; and in London; thlit 
sbe iias left me at his house in tewnwkH blmv but* 
she thinks Mrs^ f itz;?erald was witli as ; and thai 
she- thinks I sat alone with.him at Blaekiieatb*'' But 
MhGolc speaks of Mr; la^vrence in ainanner that 
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calls for particular ^^bservatioo. He sa^^ '^ Mr«j 
I^\<^rence the fiainter nsed to go to Montague); 
House about tlie lat^r eod of 18(>1, when be wss. 
paintiog the Princea^ and he has slept in the hous^ 
two or tlnee nights together. I have often seew 
him aione with the Princess at 1 1 or I S o'clock at 
night He has been t^ere as late as one and two 
o'clock in the morning. Oiie night I saw him 
rcitJi the Princess in the Blue Room^ after the 
ladies had retired. Some time afterwards^ when 
Isufjp0S€d he had gone to his roo/n^ I zvent to sec 
that aU was safe^ and I found the Blue Room 
dear locked^ and hea^^d a whispering in it ; and I 
went awoj^'^ Here^ agaioi your Majesty ob- 
serves, that Mr. Cole deals his deadliest blows 
against my character by insinuation/ And here, 
i^ain, his iosinciation is left unsifted and unex-* 
plained. I here understand him to insinuate tbat| 
^uog(> 'he supposed. Ml*- Lawrence to have gone to 
bis room, h<i ^as still where be tad said he last left 
faim; and that the. locked door prevented him from 
seeing tne and Mr. LaVtrrence alone together, 
whose whisperitig, however, he^ notwithstanding 
overheard. 

Before, Sire, I eome to my own explanatipn of the 
facCof Mr« Lawrence's sleeping at Montague House, 
I must afgaiil refer to Mr. Cole's dri^al declarar 
tioiis. I mual again examine Mn Cole, against 
lifo. Col£; wfakb I oabnot help lamenting it does 
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not seetB.to have occurred to others to have done ; 
as I am persuaded if it had, his prevarications^ and 
his falsehood, could never have escaped them. They 
would then have been able to have traced, as your 
Majesty will now do, through my observations, 
by what degrees he hardened himself up to the in- 
famy (for r can use no other expression) of stating 
this fact, by which l^e means to insinuate that he 
heard me and Mr. Lawrence, locked up in this 
Blue Room, whispering together, and atone. I am 
sorry to be obliged to drag your Majesty through 
80 long a detail ; but I am confident your Majesty's 
goodness, and love of justice, w|ll excuse it, as it is 
^essential to the vindication of my character, as well 
as to the illustration of Mr. Cole's. 

Mr. Cole's examinaticn, as contaitised in his first 
written declaration of the 11 th of January, has no* 
thing of this. I mean not to say that it has nothing 
concerning Mr. Lawrence, for it has much, which is 
calculated to occasion unfavourable interpretations, 
and given with a view to that object. But that 
circumstance, as I submit to your Majesty, increases 
the weight of my observation. JIad there be^n 
nothing in his first declaration about Mr. Lawrence 
at all, it might have b^en imagined that perhaps 
Mr. Lawrence escaped his recollection altogether i 
or that his declaration had been solely directed to 
other persons ; but as it does contain obaerviilfon« 
respecting Mr. Lawrence, but nothing of a locked 
door, or the whispering within it ; — ^how he happened 
at diat tiniie not to recdllect, or if he refioMpcped^ 
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not to mention so very striking and remarkable a 
circumstance, is not, I should imagine, very satis- 
factorily to be explained. His statement in that* 
first declaration stands thus, "In 1801, Lawrence 
the painter was at Montague House, for four 
or five days at a time, painting the Princess's 
" picture. That he was frequently alone late in 
" the night with the Princess, and oHich suspicion 
^* was entertained of him." Mr. Cole's neictf de- 
claration, at least the next which appears among the 
written declarations, was taken on the 14th of Jan- 
iiary ; it does not mention Mr. Lawrence's name^ 
but it has this passage. ^' When Mr. Cole found 
the drawing-room> which led to the staircase to the 
Princess's apartments, locked (which your Majesty 
4cnow8 is the same which the witnesses call the 
Blue Room,) he does not know whetlier any person 
^ was with her ; but it appeared odd to him, as he 
had formed some suspicions." The striking and 
important observation on tliis passage is, that when 
be first talks of the door of thq drauing-room being 
locked, so far from his mentioning any thing of 
. whisperirfg being o'cerheard, he expressly says, that 
he did not know that any body was with me. The 
|!»assageis likewise deserving your Majesty's most 
seriQjjs consideration on another ground. For it is 
^ne of those which shews that Mr. Cole, though we 
iiave four separ&be declarations made by him, has 
jDertainly made other statements which have not 
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toypw M^tgi &ir it evkirntl y 

iyg fpW^ the dmwing-rooai door bckedi and oo 
jU*/i^P0 qC; soph ft atatement is di^py^rMile jn tfaf 
i[>^ipiis ^xaminatioo of Mr. Cole, fi8 I bave re* 
4;(&^v^d 1^9 and I have no doubt tbojt, ia obedience to 
ypwr Msfle^ty*^ cc^mand*, I ba^ at length bpcn 

AM'^^bf^f} .^Itk (tie whole, I xiaqH knoiTi indeed; 
tJIwt H^bppld b^ m^er of j0SB9^M^t iwn mt^ that 
y^jUf MfUl^sty has .^ot'beep furdpah^ withal) ti)# 
aMD^in^ipM vf Mr. Cple*! Iiie^iise frpm the ^mnple I 
spe of timfh I ^aiHiot EMipiH^ that any f^f tbew 
|Cpm}4 bfty^ fMn»i3bed any thing fevotimble t^ m^ 
^p^pt U}!^^^ that lh|&y might hav^ furiiiiibed mt 
with fresh wewf pf wotradicti^g hiw by bim^iC. 
« fivit y wr Mw^s^ v^'ill ^i» tba>t ther? b»ve beeo 
(9th?r ptat^fflaqts 9Pt qomrmifiicated ; la circui»sta»ci5 
^f ishich Ipoth your Majesty «nd I have reaaoa to . 
co^pliM.?* : ^t it naay be out of it& pla^^ further 
tq npUffe.thftt fact al:_ pr^P^Ot. 

Tp rati^ca ther^fpr^ tQ Mr^ OA^ ;— lA bia third* 
declp^ra^ioi^i dated th^ ^Qth Off /aPHaiy; there is ikA 
^ vf ord about Mr. I^awretice* ' In his fourth 4nd . 
]as«t,t wWch i* dat^d 09 th« 33rd ol February, be 
(layji, '* th^ persQp who v^^. a^o^e with the lady at 
*^ )at^ liour^ of |he pight (twelvQ and one o'clock,) 
^^ an^ wboqi h? l^t Htting up aftar ha went to hed^ 
** ws^ jyiCn Lawrence, which happened two d^Eaf 
'' re«t p^gi^f/' Dei:^ ia likaw«e apotber u^M ^ 

. *• ^i9i4i3|i^>P*U)2. f A|>|)fadi»(^p«]p». 
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*f ^rmer^ stMefmeitn iv4ridi »• nol^ giveti ; for i!k>^sMh' 
person is mentiortod before in any that I* htii^ be^ti' 
^nfehed with. 

Yoirr Majesty then here observes titet, after bev^ 
iiig giren evidtoce ih two 6^ bis* dtaSaftttioits^ icf^^ 
peeling MV. Lawrence* by natnci Itt'whiah h^ ittert-^' 
tibna nothitig of k)d<ed^dborSy--tod after htiv^^g, \ti^ 
another declaration, given an account of a? locked^ 
dbor, but e^ pressiystitted'tfatot^He' kiieiv»nbl #hether 
any one'was with 'me' ^itMi)''it$ ahdsafd^ Vifott^g^ 
ebout wUisperhig being' oir^heaH*,^ bu^, in^pKedly^' 
W Ifeast,^ negatfred. it ;— in'tli^'depdftWofr before^ ^ 
Cbmmissioners, hfe'pots att'th«tee ^itigs^ tt^^lMt; 
ttttd^bar the hetrdihiood to add^to thiDtn'tbM'retnM'k^ 
atfl^ circumsfance, which cotrid not ba^ escaped l)k^ 
tecjoHfectiofi^ at the' first, if itibttdbeen tJfue,' "ofW^* 
**- hiavifig/ on the same, ni^in'win^b^ be'foHiid'ii^e' 
** and Mn Lawrence aloiie, elftfer thfe I^ds wew 
*** gone^tbbed; conie^agaw M -tbfir room': wheh he^ 
^'^ thought Mr; Lawrence^ mu«t-feiv«^bbefn»retJted, 
'< Hflrnd found theddorlocfcedaftd'htettrdtfee^bis^W' 
'*^ ingV* And theti-agilia he giv« another iBStfettfee' 
of^is^honcsly, and ufponr tb^^saine^princ^pleitii^ whidh 
Ue^oofe no m>tieet>f the man ki' the gfeM^o^t, htP 
Ehjlsaheddof locltedi hem-s' the" whimpering/ aiwA^ 
then he silfently and^content^yretli^. 

And this witness, who th^s^iHyl only <rariei|iiii'bi^^ 
testithony^ but contradiets' Mm^elf inf^sAch'itapor- 
taat partieid^rsi' is^^one of thO!b6>^vho'06MWdfr b6 sUS^ * 

pected k)f ^nfavoura%kl' bhiv ^^ '^^'*^^^^^^^<^^ 
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not to be questioned, and whose evidence must be 
credited till decidedly contradicted. 

These observations might probably be deemed 
sufficient upon Mr. Cole's deposition, as far as it 
respects Mr. Lawrence; but L cannot be satisfied 
without explaining to your Majesty, . all the truth,, 
and the particulars respecting Mr. Lawrence, ,whicb^ 
I recollect 

What I recollect then is as fpllows. He began a 
large picture of me, and of my daughter, towards 
the latter end of the year 1800, or the beginning of 
1801. Miss Garth and Miss Hayman were in the. 
house with me at the time. The picture was paint*- 
ed at Montague House. Mr. Lawrence mentioned 
to Miss Haynoan his wish to be permitted to re* 
main some few nights in the house, that by rising 
early he might begin painting on the picture, be- 
fore Princess Charlotte (whose residence being at 
that time at Shooter's Hill was enabled to come 
early,) or myself, cani\e to sit It was a similar re* 
quest to that whieh had been made by Sir William 
fieechy, when he painted my picture. And I was 
sensible of no impropriety when I granted the re- 
quest to either of them. Mr. Lawrence occupied 
the same room which had been occupied by Sir 
William Beechy ; — it was at the other «nd of the 
house from my apartment 

At that time Mr. Lawrence did not dine with 
me ; his dinner Was served in his own room. — ^After 
dinner be. came down to the room where I and mv 
X&dies generally sat in an evening — sometimes 
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there was music, in which he joined, and some- 
times he read poetry. Parts of Shakespeare s plays 
I particularly rememberi from his reading them 
very well; and sometimes he played cheals with me. 
It frequently may have happened that it was one or 
two o'clock before I dismissed Mr, Lawrence and 
my Ladies. They, together with Mr. Lawrence, 
went out of the same door, up the same fttair-case^ 
and at the same time. According to my own recol- 
lection I should have said, that, in no one in- 
stance, they had left Mr. Lawrence behind them, 
alone with me. — But I suppose it did happen once 
for a short time^ since Mr. Lawrence so recollects 
it, as your Majesty will perceive from his deposi- 
tion, which I annex. He staid in my house two or 
three nights together ; but bow many nights in the 
whole, I do not recollect. The picture left my 
house by April, 1801, and Mr. Lawrence never 
slept in my house afterwards. That picture now 
belongs to Lady Townshend. He has since com- 
pleted another picture of me ; and, about a year 
and a half ago, he began another, which remains 
at present unfinished. I believe it is near a 
twelvemonth since I last sat to him. 
• Mr. Lawrence lives upon a footing of the great- 
est intimacy with the neighbouring families of Mr. 
Lock and Mr. Angerstein ; and I have asked him 
sometimes to dine with me to meet them. While. 
I was sitting to him, at my own house, I have no 
^Qubtl must have often sat to him alone ; as ths 
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necessity for the precaution of having an atten- 
dant, as a witness to protect my honour from sus- 
picion certainly never occurred to me. And upon 
the same principle, I do not doubt that I may 
have sometimes continued in conversation with 
him after he had finished painting. But when 
sitting in his own house, I have always been at- 
tended with one of my Ladies. — And indeed no- 
thins; in the examinations state tiie contrary. One 
part of Mrs. Lisle's examination seems as if she 
had had a question put to her, upon tlie supposi- 
tion that I had been left alone with Mr. Law- 
rence at his own house; to which she answers, 
that she indeed had left me there, but that she 
thinks she left Mrs. Fitzgerald with me. 

If an inference of an unfavourable nature could 
have been dr&wn from my having been left there 
alone ; — was it. Sire, taking all that care vhich 
might be wished, to guard against such an infer- 
ence, on the part of the Commissioners, when they 
omitted to send for Mrs. Fitzgerald to ascertain 
what Mrs. Lisle may have left in doubt The Com- 
missioners, I give them the fullest credit, were sa* 
tisfied, that Mrs. Lisle thought correctly upon this 
fact, and that Mrs. Fitzgerald, if she had beea 
sent for again, would so have proved it, and there- 
fore that it would have been troubling her to no 
purpose- But this it is, of which I conceive myself 
to have most reason to complain ; — that the exa-. 
mination in several instances, have not been foU 
lowed up so as to remove unfavourable impressions. 
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I cannot but feel satisfied that the Commission- 
ers would have been glad to have been warranted 
in negativing all criminality, and all suspicion on 
this part of the charge, as completely, and ho- 
nourably as they have done on the principal 
charges of pregnancy and delivery. They traced 
that part of the charge with ability, sagacity, dili- 
gence, and perseverance; and the result was com- 
plete satisfaction of my innocence j complete de- 
tection of the falsehood of my accusers. Encou- 
raged by their success in that part of their Inquiry, 
I lament that they did not, (as they thought pro- 
per to enter into the other part of it at all,) with 
similar industry pursue it. If they had, I am con- 
fident they would have pmrsued it with the same 
success ; but though they had convicted Sir John 
and Lady Douglas of falsehood, they seem to have 
thought it impossible to suspect of the same false- 
hood, any other of the witnesses, though produced 
by SirJohn and Lady Douglas. The most obvious 
means, therefore, of trying their credit, by com- 
paring their evidence with what they had said be* 
fore, seems to me to have been omitted. Many 
facts are left upon surmise only and insinuation; 
obvious means of getting further information on 
doubtful and suspicious circumstances are not re- 
sorted to ; and, as if the important maUer of the 
Inquiry (on which a satisfactory conclusion had 
b^en formed) was all that required any very atten- 
tive or accurate consideration ; the remainder of 
it was pursued in a manner which, as it seems to 
me, can only be accounted for by the pressure of 
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what may have been deemed more important du-* 
tiea — and of this I should have made but litile 
complaint, if this Inquiry, where it is imperfect, 
had not been followed by a Report, which the 
most accurate only could have justified, and 
which such an accurate Inquiry, I am confident, 
never could have produced. 

If any credit was given to Mr. Cole's story of 
the locked door, and the whispering ; and to Mr. 
Lawrence having been left with mie so frequently 
of a night when my ladies had left us, why were 
dot all my ladies examined ? why were not all my 
servants examined as to their knowledge of that 
fact ? And if they had been so examined, and had 
contradicted the fact so sworn to by Mr. Cole, as 
they must have done, had they been examined to 
it ; that alone would have been sufficient to have 
removed his name from the list of unsuspected and^ 
unquestionable witnesses, and relieved me from 
much of the suspicion which his evidence, till it 
was examined, was calculated to have raised in 
your Majesty's mind. — And to close this state*^ 
ment, and these observatipns and in addition to 
them, — I most solemnly assert to your Majesty, 
that Mr. Lawrence, neither at his own house, nor 
at mine, nor any where else, ever was for one mo- 
ment, by night or by day, in the same room with 
me when the door of it was locked j that he never 
was ill my company of an evening alone, except 
the momentary conversation which Mr. Lawrence 
speaks to, may be thought an exception; and that 
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ttothiog ever passed between him and me which 
all the world might not have witnessed. And, 
Sire, I have subjoined a deposition to the same 
effect from Mr, Lawrence^ 

To satisfy myself, therefore, and your Majesty, 
I have shewn, I trust, by unanswerable observa- 
tions and arguments! that there is no colour for 
crediting Mr. Cole, or, consequently^ any part of 
this charge, which rests solely on his evidence. But 
to satisfy the requisition of the Commissioners, I 
have brought my pride to submit, (though not 
without great pain, J can assure your Majesty) to 
add the only contradictions which I conceive can 
be given, those of Mr. Lawrence and myself. 

The next person with whom these examinations 
charge my improper familiarity^ and with regards 
to which the Report represeqts the evidence as par- 
ticularly strong, is Captain Manby. With respect 
to himj Mr. Cole's examination is silent — But the 
evidence, on which the Commissioners rely on this 
part of the case, is Mr. Bidgood's, Miss Fanny 
Lloyd's, and Mrs. Lisle*s.— It respects my conduct 
at three different places ; at Montague House^ 
Southend, and at Ramsgate. I shall preserve the 
facts and my observations more distinct, if I con* 
sider the evidence, as applicable to these three 
places, separately, and in its order; and I prefer 
this mode' of treating it, as it will enable* me to 
consider the evidence of Mrs. Lisle in the first 
place, and consequently put it out of the reach of 
the harsher observations, which I may be under 
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the necessity of making, upon the testimony of the 
other tvro. For though Mrs. Lisle, indeed^ speaks: 
to having seen Captain Manby at East* Cliff, in 
Aug. 1803, to the best of her remembrance it was 
only once ; she speaks to his meeting her at Deal, 
in the same season; that he landed there with 
soine boys whom I took on charity, and who were 
under his care; yet she speaks of nothing there 
tliat can require a single observation from me.-^ 
•The material parts of her evidence respect her 
seeing him at Blackheath^ the Christmas before 
she had seen him at £ast Cliff. She says, it was 
the Christmas after Mr. Austin's child came, con- 
sequently the Christmas IHOS-a. — He used to 
come to dine there, she says, he always went away 
in her presence, and she had no reason to think he 
staid after the Ladies retired. He lodged on the 
Heath at that time ; his ship was fitting up at 
Deptford ; he came to dinner three or four times a 
weefcy or more. — She supposes he might be alone 
with the Princess, but that she was in the habit of 
seeing Gentlemen and Tradesmen without her be- 
ing present- She (Mrs. Lisle) has seen him at 
luncheon and dinner both. — The boys (two boys) 
came with him two of three times, but not to din- 
ner. Captain Manby always sat next the Princess 
at dinner. — The constant company were Mrs. and 
Miss Fitzgerald, and herself — all retired with the 
Princess, and sat in the same room. Captain 

* Appendix (A.) No. 27- 



nr 

Manby generally retired about eleven ; and sat 
with us all tilljhen, Captain Manby and the 
Princess used, when we were together, to bespeak- 
ing together separately, conversing separately, but 
not in a room alone. He was a person with whom 
the Princess appeared to have greater pleasure in 
talking than with her Ladies. Her Royal High- 
ness behaved to him only as any woman would 
ttho tikes flirting. She (Mrs* Lisle) would not have 
thought any married woman would have behaved 
properly^ who behaved as Her 'Royal Highness did 
to Captain Manby. She carit say whether the 
Princess was attached to Captain Manby , only 
that it was a flirting conduct, — She never saw any 
gallantries, as kissing her hand, or the like." 

I have cautiously stated the whole of Mrs. Lisle's 
evidence upon this part of the case; and I am sure 
Your Majesty in reading it, will not fail to keep 
the facts, which Mrs. Lisle speaks to, separate 
from the opinion, or judgment, which she forms 
upon them. — I mean not to speak disrespectfally, 
or slightingly of Mrs. Lisle's opinion , or express 
myself as in any degree indifferent tQ it. But what- 
ever there was which she observed in my conduct, 
that did not become a married woman, that 
** was OKLY like a woman who liked flirting,'* and 
** ONLf a flirting conduct.''—! am convinced your 
Majesty must be satisfied that it must have been 
far distant from affording any evidence of crime, 
of vice;Or of indecency, as it passed openly in the 
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company of my Ladies, of whom Mrs. Lisle her^ 
self was one, 

The facts she slates are, that Captain Manby 
came very frequently to my house ; that he dined 
th^re three or four times a week in the latter end 
of the year 1802; that he sat next to me at din- 
ner; and that my conversation after dinner, in the 
evening, used to be with Captain Manby, separate 
from my Ladies. — These are the facts : and is it 
upon them that my eharacteri I will not say, is 
to be taken away, but is to be affected? 

Captain Manby had, in the autumn of the same 
year, been introduced to me by Lady Townshend, 
when I was upon a visit to her at Rainham. I 
think he came there only the day before I left it. 
He was a naval officer, as I understood, and as I 
still believe, of great merit. What little expence, 
in the way of charity, I am able to afford, I am 
best pleased to dedicate to the education of the 
children of poor, but honest persons ; and I most 
generally bring them up to the service of the Na- 
vy. I had at that time two boys at school, whom 
I thought of an age fit to be put to sea. I desired 
Lady Townshend to prevail upou Captain Manby 
to take them. He consented to it, and of course 
I was obliged to him. 

About this time, or shortly afterwards, he, was 
appointed to the Africaine, aship which was fitting 
up at Deptford. To be near his ship, as I und^l^- 
stood and believe, he took lodgings at Black beat h.; 
and as to the mere fact of his being so frequently 
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at my house, — bis intimacy and friendship ivith 
Lord and Lady Townshend, which of itself was 
assurance to me of his respectability and character 
— my pleasure in shcvi ing my respect to them, by 
notice and attention to a friend of theirs, — his un« 
dertaking the care of my charity boys,- and hi^ 
accidental residence at Blackbeath, will, I should 
trust, /not unreasonably account for it. I have a 
similar account likewibC to give of paying for the 
linen furniture, with which his cabin was furnished, 
Wishmg to make him some return for his trouble 
with the boys, I desired that I might choose the 
pattern of his furniture. I not only chose it, but 
bad it sent to him, and paid the bill ; finding how- 
<ever, that it did not come to more than abou| 
twenty pounds, I thought it a shabby present, and 
therefore added some trifling present of plate. So 
I have frequently done, and I hope without ofTenct 
may be permitted to do again to any Captain, on 
whom I impose such trouble. Sir Samuel Hoo() 
has now two of my charity boys with him ; and I 
have presented him with a silver Epergne* I 
should be ashamed to notice such things, but 
your Majesty perceives, that they are made the 
subject of Inquiry from Mrs* Fitzgerald, and Mr. 
Stikeman, and I was desirous that they should not 
appear to be particular in the case of Captain 
Manby. 

But to return to Mrs. Lisle'a examination. 
Mrs. Lisle says, that Captain Manby, when he 
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dined with me, sat next to me at dinner- Be- 
fore any inference is drawn from that fact, I am 
sure your Majesty will observe that, in the next 
line ol Mrs. Lisle^s examination, she says ^^ that the 
constant company was Mrs;, and Miss Fitzgerald, 
and herself, Mrs. Lisle.'" The only gentlemap, the 
only person of the whole party who was not of my 
own family, was Captain Manby; audbis sitting 
next to me, under such circumstances, I stiould ap-^ 
prebend could not possibly afford any inference oif 
any kind. In the evening we were never alone. The 
whole company sat together; nay even as to bis be- 
ing with me alone of a morning, Mfs. Lisle seems to 
know nothing of the fact, but from a conjecture found- 
ed upon her knowledge of my known usual habit, with 
respect to seeing gentleman who might call upon me. 
Ai.d tlie very foundation of her conjecture demoh- 
strates that this circumstance can be no evidence of 
any thing particular with regard to Captain Manby. 
As to my conversing with Captain Matiby sepa- 
rately, I do not understand Mrs. Lisle as mean'- 
ing to speak to the state of the conversation unin*^ 
terruptedly, during the whole of any of the several 
evenings when Captain Manby was with me;'tf 
I did so understand her, I ^^ould certainly mbst 
confidently assert that shie was not correct 
That in the course of the evening, as the ladr^ 
were working, reading, or othen^'ise amusing therii- 
selves, the conversation was sometimes more atia 
'sornetimcs less general; and that ibey sometltrifes 
took" tnore, sometimes less part in it ;^— that fir^- 
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fluently it was between Captain Manby and nay- 
self alone ; — and that, when we were all together, 
we two might frequently be the only persons not 
otherwise engaged, and therefore be justly said 
to be speaking together separately. Besides Cap* 
tain Manby has been round the world with Cap- 
tain Vancovre. I have looked over prints \ti 
books of voyages with him ; he has explained them 
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to me ; the ladies may or may not have been 
looking over them at the same time ; they may 
have been engaged with their own amusements, 
|Iere, again, w*e may be said to have been con- 
▼drsing separately, and consequently that Mrs. 
Lisle, in this sense, is perfectly justified in saying 
that " I used to converse separately with Captain 
Manby,** I have not the least difficulty in admits 
tin^. But have I not again reason to complain 
that this expression of Mrs. Lisle's was not more 
sifted, but left in a manner calculated to raise an 
impression that this * separate conversation, was 
studiously sought for, was constant, uniform, and 
uninterrupted, though it by no means asserts any 
such thing? But whether I used always so to con- 
verse with him ; or generally j or only sometimes^ 
or for what proportion of the evening I used to 
be so engaged, is - left unasked and unexplained* 
Have I not likewise just reason to complain, that 
Ihough Mrs. Lisle states, that Mrs. Fitzgerald and 
Miss Fitzgerald were always of the party, they 
are not both examined to these circumstances?' 
But Miss Fitzgerald is not examkied alt all; and 
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Mrs. Fitzgeraldi though examined^ and examined' 
too with respect to Captain Manby, does not ap« 
pear to have had a single question put to her with 
respect to any thing which passed concerning him at 
Montague House. May I not therefore complain 
that the examination, leaving the generality of Mrs* 
Lisle's expression unexplsiined by herself; and the 
scenes to which it relates unexamined into, by call- 
ing the other persons who. were present, is leaving, 
it precisely in that state, which is better calculated 
to raise a suspicion^ than to ascertain the trqth ? 

But I am persuaded that the unfavourable im?: 
pression which is most likely to be made by Mrs. 
Lisle's exaniinatipn, is not by her evidepcje to the.: 
fActs, but by her opinion upon tlieji). ".I,ap-^ 
peared," she says, '*. to like the <:pnyersation of 
Captain Manby bjetter than that of my ladies. I . 
behaved to \i\vi} only as a wompin who likes flirtii:\g ;. 
ni}* conduct was unbecoming a marfied . wpipan ; 
she cannot say whether I was attached to Cap- 
tain Manby or not; " it was ow(}f a flirting coiir/ 
duct." — Now, Sire, I must here again most ser 
riously complain that t^e Commissioners should^ 
have galled for, or received, ami jnucji piore rer 
ported, in. this manner, the Bpinion apd Jtfdgtpent ^ 
of Mrs. Lisle upon my cond^uct. Your M.ajesty's, 
Warrant purports to authorise theip to iCoUecjL 
jthe evidence, fnd pot the opinion of others; and, 
to report it, with their own judgment surely,.; 
and not Mrs. Lisle^s. Mrs# Lisle's judirtpcpt was 
fprmecl upon those fac}s which she stated io t]a§v^ 
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Comioissioners, or upon other facts. If upon tbo$^ 
she stated^ the Commissioners, and your Majesty, 
areas well able to form the judgment upon them 
as she was. If upon ,oti)er facts, the Commission- 
ers should have heard what those other facts were» 
and upon then^ h^ve formed and reported tbi^ir 
judgment 

I am aware, indeed, that if I were to argqe.that 
tjiie facts which Mrs. Lisle states, afford the ex* 
planation of what she means by ^' only flirting 
conduct," and by. '* behaviour unbecoming i; 
married woman^*^ namely, '' that it consisted in 
having the same gentleman to dinfe with metbrea 
^r four times a week ; — letting him sit next me at 
dinner, when there were no oti^er strangcirsin com* 
pfMjy; — coaYejrsing with him .separately! and ap* 
pearing to prekr his conversation to . that of tlie 
l|fdie3,— it^wQuld be, observed probably,, that this. 
\y^9 not all.; tbattliere was, alw:ays. a certain indesr. 
cribable something, in manner^ iihich gave the. 
character to conduct^ and must ^ have entered . 
mainly into such a judg^ieot as Mrs.. Lisle has here 
pronounced. 

To a certain ei^teqt I should, he obliged ta agre6> 
to this ; but if I aon to have jany prejudice from 
thi? ol^aery action i '4/^ isto^ye a^weight.and 
ayihority to Mfs. Lis^e's ji^gment, let me. have 
t^e adv,i^)ti|gp of it aMq^ . If it justifies theconclu-. 
siop that Mrs> Li^^e^'s ceng^re uppamy condiiGlt. 
If light, it ;:eqqiries also that.^qual credit shoMld be 
I5'^:cg.tp th? qwlifipaUpry ;,th(5 li|Wt,..#nd(thf ««-*i 
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tHction, whidi she berself puts upon that cen- 
sure. 

Mrs. Lisle, seeing all 
lates, and observing much 
haps slie could not descril 
'* flirting conduct" by cal 
and says (upon having th 
□o doubt, whether from tl 
lect that I was attached t 
** she could not say whei 
hioij my conduct was not 
any attachment to him, it 
duct." Unjust, therefore 
su(^ question should have been put to Mrs. Uale, 
or that her judgment should have been taken at 
alt; yet what I fear from it, as pressing with 
peculiar hardship upon nie, is, that Uiough it if' 
Mrs. Lisle's 6nal and ultimate judgment upon the 
whole of my conduct, ^et, when delivered to the 
Cooidaissioners and your Majesty, it becomes evi- 
dence, wliich connected with all the facts on which 
Mrs. lisle had formed it, may lead to still fuitber 
and wore unfavourable conclusions, in the tninds of 
those who are afterwards to judge upon it ; — that 
her judgment wilt be the foundation of other judg- 
ments against me, much sevi 
that though she evidently tin 
saying *'only flirUng" im 
affording any indicadoo oi 
proper, while she proceedf 
it as affording any proof 
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inay be thought, by others, to jusd^fy their can^ 
deriag it as a species of conduct, which shewed an 
attachment to the man to whom it was addressed ; 
which in a married woman was criminal and 
wrong. 

What Mrs. Lisle exactly means by onlyjlirfing 
conduct — what degree of impropriety of conduct 
she would describe by it, it b extremely difficult, 
with any precision, to ascertain. How many 
women are there, most virtuous, most truly 
modest, incapable of any thing impure, vicious, or 

immoral, in deed or thought, who, from greater 

■f " • 

vivacity of spirits, from less natural reserve, from 
that want of caution, which the very consciousness 
of innocence betrays them into, conduct themselves 
in a manner, which a: woman of a graver character, 
of more reserved disposition, but not with one par- 
ticle of superior virtue, thinks too incautious, too 
unreserved, too familiar ; and which, if forced upon 
her oath to give her opinion upon it, she might feel 

• 

herself, as an honest woman, bound to say in that 
opinion, was flirting '^ 

But whatever sense Mrs. Lisle annexes to the 
word ^' flirting" it is evident, as I said before, 
t^at she caunot mean any thing criminal, vicious, 
or indecent, or any thing with the least shade of 
deeper impropriety than what is necessarily express- 
ed in the word *' flirting.'* She never would have 
added, as she does in both instances, that it was 
ON LT flirting; if she had thought it of a quality to 
be recorded in a formal ^Report, amongst circum* 
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atances which must occasion the most unfhvo\irdb\& 
interpretations, atrd which deserved the most serious^ 
eonsideration of your Majesty. To use it so, I am 
sure }^nr Majesty inust see, is to press it for beyoncJ 
the meaning which she would assign to it herself. 

And ad I have admitted that there may be 
much indescribable in the manner of doing any' 
thing, so it must be admitted to me that there is 
much indescribiBible, and most matefial ^Iso, in th^ 
manner of saying any thing, and in the accent with 
which it is said. The whole context serves much . 
to explain it; and if it is in answer to a questiob, 
the Mords of that question, the manner and th6 

• 

accent in which it is asked, are also most material 
to understand the precise meaning, which the ex- 
pressions are intended to convey ; and I must la- 
ment, therefore, extremely, if my character is to 
be affected by the opinion of any witness, that th6 
questions by which that opinion was drawn froni 
her, were not given too, as well as her answers, 
and if this inquiry had been prosecuted before 
your Majesty's Privy Council, the more solemn 
and usual course of proceeding there^ would, as I 
am informed, have furnished, or enabled me to 
furnish, your Majesty with the questions as well a$ 
tfte answers. 

IVirs. Lisle, it should also be observc^d, wa3 at 
the time of her examination, under the severe op^ 
pression of having, but a few days before, beard 
of the dteth of her daughter ; — a daughter, who had 
1)een happily married/ and who had lived happily 
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IVith her husband, in mutual attachment tilt her 
death. The very circutnstance of her then sitifa^ 
tion would naturally give a graver and severer cast 
to her opinions. When the question was ^rbposedl 
to her, as a general question, (and I presume k 
must have been so put to her) whether my con- 
duct was such as would become a married womatfi 
possibly her own daughter's conduct, and what 
she would have expected of her, might present 
itself to her mind. And I confidently submit to 
your Majesty's better judgment, that such a ge-. 
neral question ought not, in a fair and candid con-^ 
sideration of my case, to have been put to Mrs; 
Lisle, or any other woman. For, as to my con^ 
duct beidg, or not being, becoming a married wo* 
man ; the same conduct, or any thing like it, which 
may occur in my case, could not occur in the case 
of a married woman, who was not living in my utt* 
fortunate situation ; or, if it did occur, it must occur 
under circumstances which must give it, and most 
deservedly, a very different character. A married 
woman, living well and happily w*ith her husband, 
could npt be frequently having one' gentleman at 
her table, with no other company but latlies of her 
family ; — she could not be spending her evening! 

* • 

frequently in the same society, and separately con- 
-vcrsing with that gentleman, unless either with 
the privity and consent of her husband, or by taking 
Ik^vantage, with some management, of his igno- 
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mace «nd his absence ; — ^if it was with his privity 
and consent, that very circumstance alone v^ouldl 
unquestionably alter the character of such conduct;-* 
if with management she avoided his knowledge, 
that very matiafgement would betray a bad motive* 
The cases therefore are not parallel j — the illustra- 
tion is not just ; — and the question^ which called for 
such an answer from Mrs. Lisle, 4>ugbt not, in can- 
dor and fairness, to liave been put 

I entreat your Majesty, however, not to misuoir 
derstand me; — I should be ashamed indeed to be 
suspected of pleading any peculiar or unfortunate 
circumstance, in my situation, as an excuse for any 
jcriminal or indecent act. With respect to such 
acts, most unquestionably s^qcb circumstance can 
make no difference ;— can afford no excuse. Th^y 
ouist bear their own character of disgrace and infa- 
my, under all circpmstances. But ther^ are act§, 
which are unbecoming^ a married woman^ which 
ouglit to l)e avoided by her, from an appreliension 
lest they should render her bu3band uneasy, not be- 
cause they mig^t give bim any reason to distrust her 
, i^h^tity, her virjtye, or her morals, but because they 
might wound his feelings, by indicating a prefer- 
ence to the society of another man, over his^ in a 
case where she had the option of both, fiut purely ^ 
as to such acts, they must necessarily bear a very 
different character, and receive a very different 
construction^ in a case wher^^ unhappily, there can 
be no such apprehension, and where there is- no 
such option. I must, therefore^ be excused for 



dwelling 60 much upon this pftrt pf tbe ease ; and I 
^m dure, yotir Majesty will feel me warranted iti 
5a]fing, what I say with a confidence, exactly pro- 
j>ortioned to the respectability of Mrs. Lisle's cha- 
racter, that, whatever she meant, by any of these 
expreissions, she could not, by possibility, have 
ineant to describe conduct, whieh to her mind af- 
forded evidence of crime, vice, or indecency. If 
she had, her regard to her own character, her own 
dcflicacy, her own honourable and virtuous feelings, 
would in less than the two years, which have since 
^psed, liave found some excuse for separating her- 
self from that intimate conneclion, which^ by her 
situation in my household, subsists between us. She 
would not have remained exposed to the repetition 
of so gross an offence^ and insutt, to a modest, vir- 
tuous, and delicate woman, as that of being made, 
fiight by night, witness td scenes, openly acted in her 
^resencCi offensive to virtue and decorum. 

If your Majesty thinks I have dwelt too long, 
and tediously^ on this part of the case, I entreat 
your Majesty to think what I must feel apon k. 
^ I feel it a great hardship, as I have frequently stated, 
that under the cover of a grave charge of High 
IVeason, the proprieties, and decencies, of my pri- 
vate co>nduct and> behaviour, have b^^n made the 
^ subjtet, as I believe so ui^iprecedently, of a formal 
^ Investigation upon oath. And that, in consequence 
* of it, I may, at this moment, be exposed to the dan- 
ger of forfeiting your Majesty's good opinion, and 
^ tei^gdegraded and disgraced, in reputation through 
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the country, because what Mrs. Lisle has said of my 
conduct, — that it was " only that of a woman wi>o 
liked flirting," has Become recorded in the Report 
on this formal Inquiry, made into matters of grave 
crimes, and of essential importance to the state* 

Let me conjure your Majesty, over and over 
.again, before you suffer this circumstance to pre- 
judice me in your opinion, not only to weigh all 
the circumstances I have stated, but to look round 
the first ranks of female virtue, in this covmtry, and 
see how many women there are of most unimpeach- 
ed reputation, of most unsullied and unsuspected 
honour^ character and virtue, whose conduct, 
though living happily with their husbands, if sub- 
mitted to the juilgment of persons of a severer 
cast, of mind^ especially if saddened, at the moment^ 
by calamity, might be stiled to be " flirting." I 
would not, however, be understood as intending to 
represent Mrs. Lisle's judgment, as being likely to 
, jbe marked with any improper austerity, and there- 
. fore I am certain she must either hQ,ve had no idea 
, that the expressions she has used, in the manner 
, which she used them, were capable of being under- 
. stood, in bO serious a light as to be referred to, 
• jamongst circumstances deserving the most serious 
consideration, and which must occasion most unfa- 
i vourable interpretations; or she must by the impe- 
lling novelty of her situation, in private examination 
- before four such grave characters, Have been surpri- 
. sed into the use of expressions, which, with a better 
ppportunity of weighing them, ishe would either pot 
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have used at all, or have accompanied with stil^ 
more of qualification than that, which she ha;5^ how- 
even in some degree; as it is, annexed to them.; 
But my great complaint is the having, npt^tpar/- , 
. ticularly, Mrs. Lisle's opinion, but any person*^ 
opinion, set up, as it were, in judgment against the 
 propriety rf my private conduct. How would it 
be endured, that the judgment of one mai> should 
be asked, and recorded in a solemn Report, againat 
the conduct of another, cither with respect to hip 
behaviour to his children, or to his wife, or to any 
other relative? How would it be endured, in ge- 
neral, and I trust, that my case ouglit not, in this 
respect, to form an exception, that one woman 
should in a similar manner be placed in judgment, 
upon the conduct of another ? And that judgment 
• be reported, where her character was of most im- 
portance to her, as amongst things which must be 
credited till decidedly contradicted ? Let every 
one put these questions home to their own breasts, 
and before they impute blame to me, for protest- 
ing against the fairness and justice of this proce- 
dure, ask how they would feel upon it, if it were 
their own case? 

' ' But, perhaps, ^hey cannot bring their imagina- 
. tions to conceive that it could ever become their owa 
. case. A few months ago 1 could not have believed 
that it would, have been mine. 

But the just ground of my complaint may, per- 
. liaps, be more easily appreciated and felt, by sup- 
posing a more familiar, but an analogous case. The 
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High Treason, with which I was charged, was supv 
posed to be committed in the foul crime of adultery* 
What would be the impression of your Majesty, 
what would be the impression upon the mind of 
any one, acquainted with the excellent laws of your 
Majesty's kingdom, and the admirable adminisr- 
tration of them, if upon a Commission of this 
kind, secretly to inquire into the conduct of any 
man, upon a charge of High Treason against the 
state, the Commissioners should not only proceed 
to inquire, whether in the judgment of the witness, 
the conduct of the accused was such as became a 
loyal subject ; but, when the result of Iheir Inquiry 
obliged them to report directly against the charge of 
Treason, they, nevertheless, should record an ini- 
putation, or libel, against his character for loyalty, 
and reporting, as part of the evidence^ the opinion 
of the witness, that the conduct of the accused was 
such as did not become a Ic^al subject, should far- 
ther report, that the evidence of that witness, with- 
out specifying any part of it, must be credited till 
decidedly contradicted, and deserved th6 most se- 
rious consideration ? How could he appeal fix>m 
that Report ? How could he decidedly contradict 
the opinion of the witness ? Sire, there is no dif- 
ference betwfeen this Supposed case and mine, but 
tiiis. That in tlie case of the man, a character fbr 
loyalty, however injured, couhJ not be destroyed tiy 
such an insinuation. His future life might give 
Mm abundant opportunities of falsifying the justtte 
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of it Bui a female character once so blasted, what 
hope or chance has it of recovery ? 

Yduir Majesty will not fail to percrive, that I havie 
pressed this part of the cascj with an earnestness 
which shews that I have felt it. I have no wish to^ 
disguise from your Majesty, that I have felt it, and 
felt it stroo^y. It is the only part of the cas^ 
which I conceive to be in the least degree against 
me, that rests upon a witn^s who is at all worthy 
of your Majesty's credit How unfair it is* th^t 
any thing she has said should be pressed against 
me, I trust I have sufficiently shewn. In canvas^ 
sing, however, Mrs. Xiste's evidence, I hope I 
hi^ve never fbl^got what was due to Mrs. Lisle. X 
have been as anxious not to do her injustice, as to 
do justice to myself. I retain the same respect and 
regard for Mrs. Lisle now, as I ever bad« If tl^ 
unfavoural^ i4iapre8sbQs, which the Commission- 
ers iseem to suppose, feirly arise out of the expr^s-^ 
siods she has used, I am confident they will be 
understood, in a sense, which was never intended 
by her. And I should scorn to purdiase any ad- 
vantage to m;^elf, at the expenoe of the ^ligbt^t 
imputation, unjustly oast upon Mrs. Lisle, or aoy 
one else. 

Leaving, therefore, with these observa^qs, Mub. 
Lisle'd evidence, I must proceed to the ^evidence of 
Mr. Bidgood. The parts of it which apply to this 
part of the case, I mean my conduct to Captain 
Manby at Montague House j I sliall detail They 
are as follows.* ^* I first observed Captain Maaby 

* Appendix (A.) p* $• 
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came to Montague House either the end of 1805/ 
or the beginning of 1804. I was waiting one day in 
the anti-room ; Captain Manby had his hat in his 
hand, and appeared to be going away ; he was a 
long tin)e with the Princess, and, as I stood on the 
steps waiting, I looked into the room in, which they 
were, and in the reflection on the. looking-glass t 
«aw them salute each other. I mean that they 
kissed each other's lips. Captain Manby then went 
^way, I then observed the Princess have her 
handkerchief in her hands, and wipe her eyes, as if 
she was crying, and went into the drawing-room." 
In hjs second deposition,* on the 3d July, talking of 
his suspicions of what passed at Southend, he says, 
they arose from seeing them kiss each other, as I 
mentioned before, like people fond of each other; — 
a very close kiss." 

In these extracts from his depositions, there can 
undoubtedly be no complaint of any thing being 
left to inference. Here is a fact, which must un- 
questionably occasion almost as unfavourable inter- 
pretations, as any fact of the greatest impropriety 
and indecorum, short of the proof of actual 
crime. And. this fact is positively and affirma- 
tively sworn to. And if this witness is truly repre- 
. sentcd, as one who must be credited till he is deci- 
dedly contradicted ; and the decided contradiction of 
the parties accused, should be considered as unavail- 
ing, it constitutes a charge which cannot possibly be 
answered. For the scene is so laid, that there is no* 
eye to witness it, but his own ; and therefore there 
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can ht tio one trhtJ can posMbly tontWLclrct him, 
however false bis story may be, but the persokis 
whoni fife 6ccas^. As fot me, Sire, there Is no 
mode, th6 Aiost Sblfenin that can bh dfevised, in 
^ftich 1 shall not ht knxious ahd happy td contrk^ 
diet U. Artd I Ao herfe most isolemtily, \n the face 
df Heaven, most directly knd positively fffifornJ, 
thttt it ts ks foUl, tnalidous, and Wic&ed a falsehood; 
as ever wis ihvetrted by thfe nialice o? thati. Gap- 
^iti MdHby, tt> Mioiti I hkve been uhder the ne- 
c6s^% of dpply irig, ht that purpose, \n the depb^ 
sitfdri A^Wdh t aftrifeir, most Cxprtsi^ly amd positively 
dehiis Vt alsd. Bfeybrirf these our t#6 denials, therer 
U hothirig <cHlch can by possibility bfe directly op- 
pb^U tb Mir. tildgodd's^ fevldedce.— All t!hat re- 
Midhs id b^ dotre is tb ekatMne Mr. Bidgood^s cre- 
dit, knd to ^^fer ho\X^ fiii' he deserves the clrAracter 
which the Commfesidnfers give to hitri.-^How un- 
fotfridedty thejr give sach a character to Mr. Oolei 
yoiir M^sty, 1 dm ^llsfied, must be fblfy cbii- 
ffriced. 

i stfp^ose there ifttist be some mistake, I t^IH 
Aot cfaH' it by dny harsfhef name, for I think it cktl 
lite no niore thai! a mistalce, ih Mr. Bidgootf s say- 
ing, that^ llh^ firsNi time he knew Ca'ptaia Mauby 
cOdae' to Montague Housi; was at the end of 1 fiSBSf, 
oir li^giniiing; of 180i4; for ht iirat catbe at tlicf ^xA 
df^ th'6 formet- yeaif f and the fact is, that Mi. fiid^ 
|bod inti^ ^it ^^ti \M iSii^.-^B^ lio^vever, 

s" 
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the date is comparatively immaterial, the fact it is^ 
that is important * . « 

And here, Sire, surely I have the same com- 
plaint which I have so often urged. I would ask, 
your Majesty, whether I, not as a Princess oC 
Wales, but as a party accused, had not a right to 
be thought, and to be presumed, innocent, till I. 
was proved to be guilty ? Let me ask, if there ever, 
could exist a case, in which the credit of the wit- 
ness ought to have been more severely, sifted and 
tried ? The fact rested solely upon bis single asser* 
tion. However false, it eould not possibly receive 
contradiction, but from the parties. The story itself 
surely is not very probable. My character cannot 
be considered as under inquiry ; it is ahready gone^ 
and decided upon, by those» if there are any such^ 
who think such a story probable. — ^That in a room, 
with the door open, and a servant known to be 
waiting just by, we should have acted such a scrae 
of gross indecency. The indbcretion at least might 
have rendered it improbable, even to those, whose 
pr^udices against me, might be prepared to oxi- 
ceive nothing improbable in the indecency of it 
Yet this seems to have been received as a fact that 
there was no reason to question* The witness is 
assumed, without hesitation, to be the witness oj 
truth, of unquestionable veracity. Not thei faintest 
trace is there to be found of a single question |>ut 
to him, to try and sift the credit which was due to 
him, or to his stQiy. 

Is he asked, as I suggested before should have 
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been done with regard to Mr. Cole — ^To whom he 
told this fact before ? When he told it ? What was 
done in consequence of this information ? If he 
never told it, till for the purpose of supporting, 
Lady Douglas' statement; how could he in his si- 
tuation, as an old servant of the Prince, with whom 
as he swears, he had lived twenty-three years, cre- 
ditably to himself, account for having concealed it 
so long ? And how came Lady Douglas and Sir 
John to find out that he knew it, if he never had 
communicated it before? If he had communicated 
ft, it would then have been useful to have heard 
how far his present story was consistent with his 
former ; and if it should have happened that this 
and other matters, which he may have stated, 
were, at that time, madethe subject of any Inquiry ; 
then how far that Inquiry had tended to confirm or 
shake his credit* His first examination was, it is 
true, taken by Lord Grenville and Lord Spencer 
alone, without the aid of the experience of the Lord 
Chancellor, and Lord Chief Justice ; this undoubt- 
edly may account for the omission ; but the noble 
Lords will forgive me if I say, it does not excuse '% 
especially as Mr. Bidgood was examined again on 
the Sd of July, by all the Commissioners, and this 
fact is again referred to then, as the foundation of 
the suspicion which he afterwards entertained of 
Captain Manhy at Southend. Nay, that last de- 
position affords on my part, another ground of si- 
milar complaint of the strongest kind. It opens 
thus : ^^ The PriRcess used to go out in her phaeton 
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*^ with coacbman wd b^per, towards Long B^eacb, 
" eight or ten times, carryipg luncheon and wipe 
** with her, when Captain Manby*s ship was at 
*' Long Reach, always Mrs. iFitzgtrald z^itb her. 
** She wDpld.gp out at one, and return abp(it five 
" or six^ sometimes sooner or latex," 

The date ^vhen Captain M?pby\ ship Avas lying 
at Xjotig Reach^ is not, given ; and therefore H:he- 
togr this was before or pifter the sqene of the sup- 
posed salute does t)bt appear. But for what w:a» 
tpis statement of Mr. Bjdgood's ppade ? Why was 
if; introduced? Why we^'e these drivea towards 
liong Keach with luncheon, connected with Cap- 
taip M^nby^s ship lying there at the time, examined 
to by the Commissioners? Tlie first point, the 
ilnaiter foremo'st m their minds, when they call- 
back this witness for his re-exaiy\mation, appears to 
bjive been lliese drives towards Long Rfs^ch* — 
Can ft !havfe been for any purpose but to have the 
benefit of the insinuation, to leave it open to be iur 
ferred^ tha| those drives were for the purpose of 
n^eeting Captaiti Manby ? If thjs fact was material, 
why in tbe name of justice was it so left ? Mrs.. 
Fitzgerald was mentioned by name, a^ accompany- 
ing me in them all ; Why was not she called ? S?ie 
per'haps was my confidante ; no truth could hav^ 
been hoped for from her ; — ^still there were my 
copchman and helper^ who likewise accooipanioij 
* me; Why were they not called? they ar^ tiot 
surely cpnfidants too. — ^But it i^, for w^iat reason I 
cannot pretend to sayi^ thought 5M$ci^ tp leave 
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tbh fact, or rather tbU insjbu^taop, upoo the evi- 
dence of Mn Qidgoody who oaI; saw, or oould see, 
the way I went when I set out upon my drive^ in* 
stead of having the fact from the persons who could 
speak to the whole of it ; to the places I went to ; 
^o the persons whom I met with. 
• Your Miyesty will think me justified in dwelling 
upon this, the more from this circumstance, because 
I know, and will shew to your Majesty, on the tes- 
timony of Jonathan Partridge, which ,1 annex, that 
these drives, or at least one of them, have been 
already the object of previous, and, I believe, 
nearly cotemporary investigation. The truth is^ 
that it did happed upon two of these drives that I 
met with Captain Manby ; in on£ of them that he 
joined me, and went with me to Lord Eardley's, at 
Belvidere, and that he partook of son>ething which 
we had to eat ; — that some of Lord Eardley's ser- 
vants were exan^ined as to my conduct upon this 
occasion ; — and I am confidently informed that the 
servants gave a most satisfactory account of all tbf^t 
passed ; nay, that thiey felt, and have expressed 
some honest indignation at the foul suspicion which 
the examination implied. On the other occa^oini 
having the boys to go on board the Africaine, X 
went with one of my Ladies to see them on board^ 
and Captain Manby joined us in our walk round 
Mr. Calcraft's grounds at Ingress Park, opposite tQ 
Long Reach ; where we walked, while uiy horses 
were baiting. We went into no house, and on that 
occasion had npthiRg to eat. . 
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Perfectly unable to account why these facts were 
not more fully inquired into, if thought proper to 
be inquired into at all, I return again to Mr. Bid- 
good's evidence. As far as it respects my conduct 
at Montague House, it is confined to the circum- 
stances which I have already mentioned. And, 
upon those circumstances, I have no further obser- 
vation^ which may tend to illustrate Mr. Bidgood's 
credit, to offer. But I trust if, from other parts of 
his evidence, your Majesty sees traces of the strong- 
est prejudices against me, and the most scandalous 
inferences drawn from circumstances, which can in 
no degree support them, your Majesty will then be 
able justly to appreciate the credit due to every 
part of Mr. Bidgood's Evidence. 

Under the othqr head into which I have divided 
this part of the case, I mean my conduct at South- 
end, as relative to Captain Manby, and Mr. Bidgood 
is more substantial and particular.* His atatement 
on this head begins by shewing that I was at South- 
end about six Weeks before the Africaine, (Paptain 
Manby's ship, arrived. That Mr. Sicard was- 
looking out for its arrival, as if she was expected. 
And as it is my practice to require as constant a 
correspondence. to be kept up with my charity boys, 
when on board of ship, as the nature of their situa- 
tion will admit of, and as Mr. Sicard is the person 
who manages all matters concerning them, and en- 
ters into their interests with the most friendly anx- 

* Sec Appendix (A.) p. 10. 
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iety, be certainly was apprised of the probability 
of tbe ship's arrival off Southend, before she came. 
And here I may as well, perhaps, by the way, re- 
mark, that as this correspondence with the boys is 
always under cover to the Captain ; this circum- 
stance may account to your Majesty for the fact, 
which is stated by some of the witnesses, of several 
letters being put into the post by Sicard, some of 
which he mky have received from me, which were 
directed to Captain Manby. 

. Soon after the arrival of the Africaine, hpwever, 
Bidgood says, the Captain put off in his boat. 
Sicard went to meet him, and immediately brought 
him up to me and my Ladies ; — ^he dined there 
then, and came frequently to see me. It would 
have been as candid, if Mr. Bidgood had represent- 
ed the fact as it really was, though perhaps the cir- 
cumstance is not very material : — that the Captain 
brought the two- boys on shore with him to see me,^ 
and this, as well as many other circumstances con- 
nected with these boys, the existence of whom, as 
accounting in any degree for the intercourse be- 
tween me and Captain Manby, could never have 
been collected from out of Bidgood's depositions, 
Sicard would have stated, if the Commissioners had 
examined him to it But though be is thus referred 
to, , though his name is mentioned about the letters 
sent to Captain Manby, be does not appear to have 
been examined to any of them, and all that he ap- 
pears to have been asked is, as to his remembering 
Captain Manby visiting at Montague House, and 
to my paying the expense of the'linen furniture for 
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bis cabin. But Mr. Slcard w&s, I strppose; repte- 
sented by my enemies to be a confidant, fVom whokn 
no truth could be extracted, and therefore that it 
was idle waste of time to examine him to' such 
points ; and so unquestionably he, and every other 
honest servant in my family, who could be suppoa- 
efl to know any tbir^ upon the subject, were sure 
to be represented by thQ^e^ wbos^ cQ&apimcy and 
falsehood, their honesty ai»<i tr^i^b vcfra tto bdit 
jncam of detecting* The amepbBtors^ however, 
had the first word, and oiffortanattly their vemoity 
was not queniemd, nor theti* unfavoorable bifts sas- 
peeled. 

Mr. Bidgood then proceeds to state f h^ shudticm 
of tlie houses, two 6f which, with a part of 4 
third, J Itad at Southend. He describes No. 9, as 
the house in which I slept ; No. 8, as that in which 
we dined ; and No. 7) as contaioing a drawing- 
roomy to which we r^tir-ed after dinner* And h^ 
says, '* I bft^e several times seen the Princ^efL^ after 
'^ bfivmg gone ta Nov 7 with Captain Maahy ^^ 
'* tbe iwt of fibe eempaoy^ retire itkh Captabi 
^' Manby from No. 7, throii^ No». •, t^ No. 9, 
^ wfaidb mm the heyse i«4i^e Ihe Priiiceds tllejit. 
** I suspect that Captaiit Mattby sdept very frc^ 
quently b the liouse. Hhrts wdm ^ven by the 
servants, and I believe that others suspected It as 
*• well as myself.^'^ — What those bints werc^ by 
wiiat servants given^^ are things whi4;h do not si^qiC 
to have been tiiougbt necessary matters of inquiry* ; 
At least, there is no traoe in Mr. BidgoodVi or any 






137 



other witness's examination, of any such inquiry 
having been made. 

' la his second deposition^ which applies to the 
same fact^ after saying that. we went away the day 
after the Africaine sailed from Southend, he saySf 
^* Captain Manby was there three times a week at 
** the least, whilst his ship lay for six weeks off 
** Sputheod at the Nore ; — he came as tide served 
^' in a morninjg, and to dine, and drink tea* I 
** have seeti him nei't morning by ten o'clock. 
" I suspected he slept at No. 9> the Princess's. 
" — ^She always put out the candles herself in 
*' drawing-room at No. 9, and bid me not wart 
'^ to put them up. She gave me the orders as 
^^ soon as she went to Southend. I used to see 
''water-jugs, basons, and towels, set out opposite 
'' the Princess's door in the passage. Never saw 
*^ them so left in the pastoge at any other time, 
" and I suspected he was there at that time ; 
"there was a general suspicion through the 
*' house. Mrs. and Miss Fitzgerald there, and 
*' Mhs Hammond (now Mrs. Hood) there. My ' 
" suspicions arose from seeing them in. the glass," 
Sec. as mentioned before.— ^*' Her behaviour like 
*' that of a woman attached to a man ; used to 
'* be by themselves at lucheon, at Southend 
*' when the ladies were not sent for ; — a number 
**"of times. There was a poney which Captain 
'^ Manby used to ride; it stood in the stable 
"; ready for him, and which Sicard used to ride." * 
Then he says, the servants used to talk and laugh 
about Captain Manby, and that it was matter of 
discourse amongst then); and this, with, what 

T 
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liiis b^en alluded to before^ respecting iSiciard^s 
putting letters for him in the post> which he bad 
received from hie, contains the whole of his de- 
pbsitioa as far as respects Captain Mahby. 
And, Sire, as to the fact of retiring through. No. 
B, from No. 7, to No. 9, alone with Captaia 
Mauby^ I have no recollection of ever having 
gone with Captain Manby^ though but for a mo- 
ment, horn the one room in which tho company 
was sitting, through the dining-room to the other 
drawing-room. It is, however, now above iwfx 
years ago, and to be confident that sueh a cir- 
cumstance might not have happened, is more than 
1 will undertake to be. But fn the only sense in 
which he uses the expression, as retiring alone, 
coupled with the immediate context that foUovys, 
it is most false and scandalous. I know no 
means of absolutely proving a negative. If the 
fact Was true, there must have been other wit- 
nesses who ceuld have proved it as well as Mr. 
Bidgood. Mrs. Fitzgerald is tbe only person of 
the party, who was examined, and her evidence 
proves the negative^ so far as the negative can be 
proved; for i^he says, ** he dined there, but 
** never ^aid late. She was at Southend all the 
" time I was there, and cannot recollect to Have 
** seen Captain Manby there, or known him to 
" be there, later than nine, or half-rpast nine." 
'!M!iss Fitzgerald and Miss Hammond, (now iMrs. 
Hood) are not called to this fact; although a fapt 
so -extremely important, as it must appear to 
your Majesty; nor indeed are they examined 
atalU 



As to. the putfii^g, out of the caj^l^^ it 3j3ei|Q|^ 
he say?, I gave tjie orders w soon as I went, tp^ 
Southend, which was six weeks befprie, t^c -^ri- 
cain^ arrived ; so this plan of exdudiog^ hi^ 
from the opportunity of knowing what was going 
on at No. 9, was part of ^ long mediti^liB^ 
aicheme, as he would represent it» planned and 
thought of six weeks before it could be execqtedj; 
and which when it was executed^ yqur Miajest^ 
will recollect, according to Mr. Bidgood's eyi^ 
dence, there was so little contrivance to conceal, 
that the basons and towels, which the Captain it} 
iasinuated to have used^ were ex posed, to sigh^ 
as if to declare that he was there. — It is tedious 
and disgusting^ Sire, I am well aware, to troiibla 
your Majesty with such particulars ; but it^ 
doubtless, is true^ t^hat ^^I. bid him npt tak^e thf 
candle^ a^^ay from No. 9. The candle^ which 
i^re useid in my drawing-room, are considered a^ 
his, perquisites. Those, on the contrary which 
iE|,re used in my private apartment are the; per^ 
^uiisites of my maid. I thought that uppn .^he 
^jiole, it was a fairer arrangement^ when I wajS 
at SiQuth^nd, to giye nty maid^ the perquisites 9f 
the candies uaed at No. 9; and I made tl\e ai;^ 
ti^ngement; ac<;ordin^Ly^ and ordejrec) Mi*« Bi4- 
good to l^ave 'tli^m. Thisj Sire/ ia the t^qe 
^ccpunt qf thf . faqt respecting the candlqs ; i^ 
arrangement whicip^ yery possibly l^r. fii^^ppd 
^^d not like. 
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not the only thing, from which the inference is^ 
drawn, that Captain Manfoy slept at my house^ 
at No* 9y and as is evidently insinuatedi if not 
stated, in my bed-room. There were water-jugs, 
and basons, and touels left in the passage, 
which Mr. Bidgood never saw at other times. 
At what other times does be mean ? At other 
times than those at which he suspected, from 
seeing them there, that Captain Manby slept in 
my house ? If every time he saw the bason and 
towels, &c. in the passage, he suspected Ckp- 
tain Manby slept there, it certainly would follow 
that he never saw them at times when he did not 
suspect that fact. But> Sire, upon this impor- 
tant fact, important to the extent of convicting 
cne, if it were true, of High Treason, if it were 
not for the indignation which such scandalous, 
licentious wickedness and malice excite, it would 
hardly be possible to treat it with any gravity^ 
Whether there were or were not basons and 
towels sometimes left in a passage at Southend, 
which were not there generally, and ought to 
have been never there, I really cannot inform 
your Majesty. It certainly is possible, but the 
utmost it can prove, I should trust, might be 
tome slovenliness in my servant, who did not piit 
them in their proper places; but surely it mUst be 
left to Mr. Bidgood alone to trace any evidence 
from such a circumstance, of the crime of ad^l. 
tery in me. But I cannot thus leave this fact,' for 
I tnist I shall here again have the same advanti^ 
from the excess and extravagancy of this man's 
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malice, as I have already had on tlie other part of 
the chargo, from the excess and extravagance of his 
confederate La6^ Douglas. 

What is the charge tj^at he would insinuate? 
That I meditated and efFectecr&^A*U5j secret clan- 
destine, intercourse with an adultert^;) ^ 

Captain Manby, it seems, according to his h!^ 
tioU; slept with me in my ovrn house, under Cw^ 
cumstauces of such notoriety, that it was impossible 
that any of my female attendants, at least, should not 
have known it. Their duties were varied on the 
occasion ; they had to supply basons and towels 
in places where they never was supplied, except 
when prepared for him ; and they were not only 
purposely so prepared, but prepared in an open 
passage, exposed to view, in a manner to excite the 
suspicion of those who were not admitted into the 
secret And what a secret was it, that was thus 
- to be hazarded ! No less than what, if discovered^ 
would fix Captain Manby and myself with High 
Treason ! Not only, therefore, must I have been 
thus careless of reputation, and eager for infamy ; 
but I must have been as careless of my life, as of 
my honour. — Lost to all sense of shame, surely. I 
must have still retained some regard for life. — 
Captain Manby too, with a folly and madness 
equal to his suppossd iniquity, must then have 
j>ut his life in the hands of my servants, and de- 
' pended for his safety upon^ their fidelity to nie, 
-and their perfidy to the Prince their master. I 
the excess of vice and crime in all this is believed, 
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could its iodisctetion, its madness, find, credulity to 
adopt it almost upon any evidpnce? But' what 
must be the state of that man's mind *8 to preju- 
dice, who could come to the "^'dusion of believ- 
ing it, from the Act^of '-'^e water-jugs and towels 
being found i" ^ """sual place, in a passage n^ar 
ij j_vom? For as to his suspicion being 
• r^'^y vrhat he says he saw in the looking-glass, 
^ It was as true as it is false, that could not occa* 
sion^ his believing,, on any particular night, that 
Captain Manby slept in my house.; the situation of 
these towels and basons is what leads to that belief. 
But, Sire, may I ask, did the Commissioners be* 
lieve this man's suspicions ? If they did, what do 
they mean by saying that these facts of great inde* 
cency, &c. went to a much less extent than the 
principal charges? And that it was not for them 
to state their beajing and effect ? The bearing of 
this fact unquestionably, if believed, is the same 
as that of th^ principal chargp ; namely, to prove 
me guilty of High Treason. They, thei:ef6re, could 
not believe it. But if they did not believe it, and^ 
as it seemiS to me, Sire, no men qf common judg- 
ment could^ on such a statement how could they 
f)ring themselves to name Mr. Bidgood as one of 
those witnesses on whose unbiassed testimony they 
could so rely ? or bow could they, (in poipting 
him out with the other three asf speaking to Jfa^tS| 
particularly, with respect to Captain Manby ^ 
which must t>e credited till decidedly contradicted) 
omit to s,pecify tbe facts whi^a he. apoke to tbs^^ 
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they thos thought worthy of belief, but leave the 
whole, including this incredible part of it, recom- 
naonded to belief by their general aiid unqbalified • 
ianction >«a ^gOTobation, 

But the falsehSea:^^harge dbes not rest on its 
,ncred.W.ty alone My ^etn...^^ ^ ^.^^ 

attended constantly on nay person, tow. - 

room was close to mine, was examined by the^ou^ 

missioners ; she mtist have known this fact if it had 

been true : she positively s\<^ears " that *e did not 

know or believe, that Captain Manby staid till very 

)ate hours with me; that she never suspected there 

was any improper familiarity between us. M.Wilson, 

who made my bed, swears, that she bad been in the 

habit of making it ever since she lived with me, that 

another maid, whose name was Ann Bye, assistc^d 

with her in making it, and swears from what she ob- 

served, she never had any reason to believe that two 

persons had slept in it. Referring thus by name 

to her fello>y-servant, who made the bed with her, 

but that servant, why I know not, is not examined. 

As your Majesty then finds the inference drawn 

by Bidgood to amount to a fact so openly and undis- 

guisedly profligate, as to outrage all credibility; 

as your Majesty finds it negatived by the evidence 

of three witnesses, one of whom, in particular, if 

such h, fact were true, must have known it; a& 

your Majesty finds one witness appealing to ano- 

ther, who is pointed out as a person who must 

have been able, with equal means of knowledge,. 

to have confirmed her if she spoke true^ and to 
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h»ve contradicted her if she spoke -false. And, 
Sire, when added tp all this, your Majesty is gra- 
ciously pleased to recollect that Mr. Bidgpod ww 
one of those who, though iti my seryic^ '"Jbmit- 
ted themselves voluntarily to be-^'"«d previous 

• * «*: ^c^-«^'^omroissioners, m con- 
to the appointment^^ • , . , 

. r %-<«f Douglas s statement, without 
firmauon of 77 . , , , t .  . 
^ ^.Jrtig^ roe of the fact ; and when 1 state to your 

Majesty, upon the evidence of Philip Krackeler and 

Robert ^glesione, whose deposition. I annex, 

that this unbiasj»ed witoe^ during the pendency of 

these examinatioiOs' before the Commissioners, was 

seen to be in conference and communiQation with 

Lady Douglas, my most ostensible accuser, do I 

raise my expectations too high, when I confidently 

trust that his malice, and his falsehood, as well as 

bis connection in this conspiracy against my honour, 
my station in this kingdom, and my life, wiH ap- 
pear to your Majesty too plainly for him to receive 
any credit, cither in this or in any other part of his 
testimony ? 

The other circumstances, to which he speaks, are 
comparatively too trifling, for me to trouble your 
Majesty with any more observations upon his efvi- 
dence. 

The remaining part of the case, which respects 
Captain Manby, relates to my conduct Itt East 

CBs: 

How fittle Mrs. Lisle's examination ' affords -for 
observations upon tliis part of ttie case, except 
as shewing how very seldom Captain Manby cal- 
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led upon me while t was there, I have already 
observed, Mr. Cole says nothing upon this part 
of thecase ; nor Mr. Bidgood. The only witness^ 
amongst the four whose testimonies are distinguish- 
ed by the Commissioners as most material, and aa 
those on which they particularly relyj who soys any 
thing upon thi« part of the case, is Fanny Lloyd. 
Her deposition is as follows.* 

^' I was at Ramsgate with the Princess in 1803. 
One morning when we were in the house at 
East Cliff, somebody, I don't recollect lyhoi. 
^^ knocked at my door, and desired me to prepare 
^^ break&st for the R*incess. This was about siX' 
o'clock ; I was asleep. During the whole time I^ 
was in the I^rincess*8 service, I had never been 
^^ called up before to make the Princess's breakfiBuit. 
" I slept in the house-keeper s room, on the ground- 
** floor. I opened the shutters of the window for. 
'^ light. I knew at that time that Captain ManbyV 
'^ ship was in the Downs. When I opened the 
*^ shutters, I saw the Princes^ walking down the 
" Gravel,- Walk towards the sea. No orders had 
** been given me over-night to prepare breakfast 
" eariy. The gentleman the Princess was with 
" was a tall man. I was surprised to see the* 
Princess walking with a gentleman at that time 
i\i the morning. ;I am, sure it was the Princess/' 
What this evidence of Fanny Lloyd applies to, 
I do not feel certain that I recollect. Thecircum* 
8tai;i4ce^ which she mentions might, 1 think, have 
ocpurred twice while I wa^ there ; and wbicl)i tirpe 

* Appendix (A) p. 19. 
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she alludes' to, I cannot pretend to say. I mean on 
occasion of two water parties, which I intended; 
one of which did not take place at all, and the 
other not so early in the day as was intended, nor 
, t9^s its object effected. Once I intended to pay 
Admiral Montague a visit at Deal. But, wind and 
tide not serving, we sailed mbch later than we in- 
tended ; and instead oflanding at Deal, the Admiral 
Game on board our vessel, and we returned to East 
Qiff in th^ e\'ening, on which occasion Captain 
Manby Was not of the party, nor was he in the 
Downs'r— but it is very possible, that having 
pt^pared to set off early, I might have walked 
dofvn towards the sea, and been seen by Fanny 
Lloyd. On the other occasion. Captain Manby 
was to have been of the party, and it was to have 
been on board his ship. I desired him to be early 
£(t my house in the uiorning, and if the day suited 
me, we would go. He came ; I walked with him 
towards the sea, to look at the morning ; I did 
not like the appearance of the weather, and did 
nW: go to sea. Upon either of these occasions 
Panny Lloyd might have been called up to make 
breakfast, and might have seen me walking- As 
to the orders tiot having been given her over night, 
to that 1 can say nothing. 

But upon this statement, v^hat inference can be 
isftended to he dfrawn from this feet? It is the 
only one in Vfimh F. Lloyd's evidence can in any 
degree be applied to Captain Manby, and she is 
one of the important witnesses referred to, as 
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proving something which, must^particuiarly as witH 

i^ard to Captain Manby, be eredtted tiU contra^' 

dieted, and as deserving the most serious ooiisider-* 

ation. From the examination of Mrs. Fitzgerald 

I necollect, that she was asked whether Captain 

Manby ever slept in the house at East Cliff, to 

which she, to the best of her knowledge, answers 

in the negative. Is this evidence then of Fanny 

Lloyd's relied upon to afford an inference that 

Captain Manby slept in my liouse ? or wa» thefe at 

^ inoproper hour ? or in a manner, and under cir-» 

cumstanceS) which afforded mason ibr unfkvoura- 

bfe interpretations f If this were so, can it be 

believed^ that I woqid, under sqch circumstances;^ 

h^ve taken a step, such a9 icalUn^ for breaklairt> 

at an unusual' hour, which mMt have made the 

fiict more notorious and f^markable, ^nd brought 

<Aie attention of the servants, who must hav^ 

wliited at the braakftst> more partieulariy arid 

pointedly to it > 

Biut if there is any thing which rests, pr ii 
supposed to'rest, upon the credit of thiswitn^ss^r-^ 
though she is one of the four, whose credit Your 
Majesty Will recolledt it ha& been stated that therd 
ymi no reason to question, ytet she Mand^' iti^ a 
predicament in which, in getiefal, at l<^astf> I had 
understood it tO' hie supposf^d^ that the credit of a 
witness wa$ not only questionable, but materially 
i^t^k^. For, towards the beginning of her exami- 
ndti«ifi, she states^, that Mr. ^ililb attended her for 
a-ci(dd ; he askied her if the Prince came to Blacks 

* A^pttndix (A.) p. 13. 
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heath backwards and forwards ; or something to 
that effect; for the Princess was with child; or 
looked as if she was with child. This must have 
been three or four years ago. She thought it must 
be sometime before the child (W. Austin) was 
brought to the. Princess. To this fact she posi- 
tively swears, and in this she is as positively con- 
tradicted by Mr. Mills ;* for he swears, in his depo- 
sition before the Commissioners, that he never did 
aay to her, or any one, that the Princess was with 
child, or looked as if she was with child ;-T-that he 
never thought so, nor surmised any thing of the 
kind. Mr. Mills has a partner^ Mr. Edmeads. 
The Commissioners therefore, conceiying that Fan- 
^y Lloyd might have mistaken one of tbepartnei^ 
for the other, examine Mr. Edmeads aim. Mr. 
Bdmeads, in his deposition,'^' is equally positive 
that he never said any such' thing — so the matter 
rests upon these depositions ; and upon that state 
of it, what pretence is there for. saying, that a 
witness who swears to a conversation with a medi- 
cal person, who attended, me, of so extremely 
important a nature ; and is so expressly and de- 
cidedly contradicted in ^he important fact which 
9he speaks to, is a witness whose credit thes^e 
appears no reason to question? This important 
circumstance must surely have been overlooked 
when that statement was made, 

Butthi^fi3U!tof Mr.Millsand Mr. £dm«^ds> con- 
tradiction of Fanny Lloyd, appears toYour Majesty^ 
for the first time^ from the examination before thf 

* Appendix (4*) p. 33. f Appmdix (A.) p, SO. 
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Commissioners. — But this is the &ct which I charge 
as having bieen known to those, who are concerned 
in bringing forward tliis information, and which, 
nevertheless, was not communicated to Your Ma- 
jesty. — ^The fact that Fanny Lloyd declared, that 
Mr. Mills told her the Princess was with child, it 
stated in the declarations which were delivered to 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, and by 
him forwarded to Your Majesty. — ^The feet that 
Mr. Mills denied ever having so said, though known 
at the same t^me, i^ not stated. 

ThatI maynotappearto have represented so strange 
a fact, without sufficient authority, I subjoin the De- 
claration of Mr. Mills, and the Deposition of Mr. 
Edmeads, which prove it. Fanny Lloyd's original 
Declaration, which was delivered to His Royal High- 
ness, is dated en the 12th of February. It appears to 
have been taken at the Temple ; I conclude there- 
fore at the chambers of Mr. Lowten, Sir John 
Douglas's solicitor, ^ho*, according to Mr. Cole, 
accompanied him to Cheltenham to procure some 
of these Declarations. On the 13th of February, 
the next day after Fanny Lloyd's Declaration, the 
Earl of Moira sends for Mr. Mills upon pressing 
business. Mr. Mills attends him on the 14th ; he 
is asked by his Lordship upon the subject of this 
conversation; he is told he may rely upon his 
Lordship*s honour, that what passed should be in 
perfect confidence ; (a confidence which Mr. Mills, 
feeling it to be on a subject too important to his 
character, at the moment disclaims ;) — ^that it was 

• Appendix (B; No. 103. 
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bis (the Earl of Moira's) duty to his Prince, as his 
counsellor, to enquire into the subject, which he 
had known for some time. — Fanny Lloyd's state- 
ment being then related to Mr. Mills, Mr. Mills, 
with great warmth, declared that it was an iniamou^ 
falsehood. — ^Mr. Lowten, who appears also to have 
-keen there by appointment, was called into the 
room, and he furnished Mr. Mills with the date to 
which Fanny Lloyd^s declaration applied. The 

• 

meeting ends in Lord Moira's desiring to see Mr. 
Mills's partner, Mr. Edmeades, who, not being at 
home^ cannot attend him for a few days. He does, 
however, upon bis return^ attend him oh the SOtb 
of May : on his attendance, instead of Mr. Lowten^ 
he finds Mr. Conant, the -magistrate, with Lord 
Moira. He denies the conversation with Fanny 
Lloyd, as positively and peremptorily as Mr. Mill». 
Notwithstanding however all this, the declaration of 
Fanny Lloyd is delivered to His Royal HigbnesK^ 
unaccompanied by these contradictioas,- add for- 
warded to Your Majesty on the 20th. That Mr. 
Lowten was the Solicitor of Sir John Douglas in 
this business, cannot be doubted; that he took 
gome of those Declarations, which were laid before 
Your Majesty, is dear ; and that he took this De^ 
claratton of Fdnny Lloyd s, seems not to be ques- 
tionable. That the Inquiry by Earl Moira, two 
days after her Declaration was taken, must have 
been in consequence of an early communication of 
it to him, seems necessarily to follow from what is 
above stated ; that it was known, on the 1 4t;h of 
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May, that Mr. Milk contradicted this assertion ; 
and, on the 20th, that Mr. Edmead^s did, is per- 
fectly clear { and yet, iK>twit;hstanding all this, the 
fact, that Mr. Edmeades and Mr. Mills contra- 
dicted it^ seeinsto have bi9en not communicated to 
His Ro3ral Highness the Prince of Wales, for hcj 
as it appears from the Report, forwarded the De- 
claratioiis which had been delivered to His Royal 
Highness, through the Chancellor, to Your Ma* 
jesty ; and the Declaration of Fanny Lloyd, which 
had been so falsified, to the knowledge of the Earl 
Moira and of Mr. Lowten, the Solicitor for Sir 
John Douglas, is sent in to Your Majesty as one 
of the documents^ on which you were to ground 
your Inquiry, unaccompanied by its falsification by 
Mills and Edmeades ; at least, no Declaration3 by 
them are amongst those which are transmitted to 
me,' as copies of the original Declarations which 
were laid before Your Majesty. I know not whe- 
ther it was Lord Moira, or Mr. Lowten,. wlui 
should have communicated this circumstance to His 
Royal Highness; but that, in allfairne8S,it ought un« 
questionably tofaavebeencom municated by someone, 
I dare not trust myself with any inferences 
from this proceeding ; I content myself with re- 
marking, that it must now be felt; that I was justi- 
fied in saying, that neither His Royal H^hness, 
nor Your Majesty, any more than myself, had 
been fairly dealt with, in not being fully informed 
upon this important fact ; and Yx)ur Majesty will 
forgive a weak, unprotected woman, like myself. 
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lirbo, under such circumstances, should apprehend 
that^ however Sir John and Lady Douglas may aip*-' 
pear my ostensible accusers, I have other enemies, 
whose iil-will I may have occasion to fear, without 
feeling myself assured^ that it will be strictly regu- 
lated, in its proceeding against me, by the prin- 
ciples of fairness and of justice. 

I have now. Sire, gone through all the evidence 
which respects Captain Manby ; whether at Mon- 
tague House, Southend, or East Cliffy and 1 do 
trust, that your Majesty will see, upon the whole 
of it, how mistaken a view the Commissioners 
have taken of it. The pressure of other duties en- 
grossing their time and their attention, has made 
them leave the important duties of this investiga- 
tion, in many particulars, imperfectly dischai^ed 
^-^a more thorough attention to it must have given 
them a better and truer insight into the characters 
of those witnesses, upon whose credit^ as I am 
convinced, Your Majesty will now see, they have 
without sufficient reason relied. There remains 
nothing for me, on this part of the charge to per- 
form; but, adverting to the circumstance which 
is falsely sworn against me by Mr. Bidgood, of the 
salute, and the false inference and insinuation, from 
other facts, that Captain Manby slept in my houses 
either at Southend, or East Cliff, on my own. part 
most solemnly to declare, that they are both utterly 
false ; that Bidgood's assertion as tb the salute is a 
malicious slanderous invention, without the slightest 
' shadow of truth to supiport it ; that his suspicions 
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and insinuations, as ta Captain Manby's having 
slept in my h^me, afe also the ialse suggestions of 
his own malicious mind ; and that Captain Manby 
never did, to my knowledge or belief, sleep in my 
house at Southend, East CiifT, or any other house 
of mine whatever ; and, however often he may 
iiave been in my company, I solemnly protest to 
Your Majesty, as I have done in the former cases^ 
that nothing ever passed between him and me, that 
I should be ashamed, or unwilling, that all the 
World should have seen. And I have also, with 
great pain, and with a deep sense of wounded de- 
licacy^ applied to Captain Manby to attest to the 
same truths, and I subjoin to this letter his DepO'- 
sitton to that efiect. 

I stated to Your Majesty, that I should be obliged 
to return to other parts of Fanny Lloyd^s testimony. 
Attheendofit,shesays, ♦"InevertoldColethatM. 
'Wilson, when she supposed the Princess to be in the 
library, had gone into the Princess's bed-room, and 
had found a man there at breakfast with the Prin^ 
cess ; or that there was a great to do about it, and that 
M. Wilson was sworn to secrecy, and threatened to 
be turned away, if she divulged what she had seen.'* 
lliift part of her exammation your Majesty will 
jierceive, must have been called from her, by some 
precise question, addressed to her, with respect to 
a supposed communication irom her to Mr; Cole. 
In Mr. Colb'is examination, there is not one word 
upon the subjefet of it. In his original declaration^ 
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however there is ; aixl there* your Majesty wiH ppr- 
ceive^ that he affirms the fact of her having report- 
ted to him Mary Wilson's d^laration^ in the very 
same words in which Fanny Lloyd denies it, and iit 
is th^reforje evident that thf CommisMoners^ in 
putting this question, to Fanny Lloyd> must have 
put it to her from Cole^s declaration. She posi- 
tively denies the fact ; there ts then a flat and pre- 
ciseooiitradiction, between the examination of Fm- 
ny Lloyd and the original statement of Mr. Gj)1q. 
](t is therefore in^ssible iJiat they both can have 
spoken true. The Commissioners, for some reta- 
son, don't examine Cote to this point at all ; doa*t 
endeavour to trace out this story ; if they had^ they 
must have dicovered which of thiese witnesses 
spoke the truth; but they leave thip^ contradiction^ 
not only unexplained, but unii^quir^ after, and ia 
that state, report both tbe^ wi^nea^es^ Cole and 
Fanny Lloyd, who thus speak to the two aides of 
a contradiction, and who therefefre cannot by pos^ 
sibility both spe^k truth, as witnesses who cannot 
be suspected of partiality^ whose. credit they sec 
no reason to question^ and whose story must be 
believed tiU contradicted. 

* - * i ' 

But what is,if pos$ible,9till i]oor^QxtraordiBairy,this 
supposed coinniw^ic;atioQ from F* Uoyd t9 Cbtet at 
your Majesty observes, rdat;^ to som^hing wbicb 
M.WilBon is supposed to haye i^^u imdtohaye wd; 
yet though M.Wilsonappean benetf to have beet 
examined by the Coiqmipsiooera on tbe l^tP^. flw 
with Fanny Lloyd^ in the copy of her examination^ 
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as deliveried to me/ tfaerer is t)d tract of any question 
relating to this declaration having been put to hen 
vim) i hove pot less reason^ to lament^ than to be 
aurpnsed^ f hat it did not occur to the Coinmissio- 
ners to see the necessity 6f feillowfng this Iiiqmry 
still farther. For, if prc^rly pqrsiiedji it would 
hav^ demonstrated two things, both y^ry iftipditant 
to be kept in nfmid in the whqleof thisconridefation. 
First, how hearsay rtipresentatibns of this kind, ari- 
ung ovt ot little pr nothing, l)ecoine paaghi^ed and 
lerxaggerated by the drcufcttipn of^rejudio^, ot 
inalicioos reporters; ftnd, Se9ondly, it wonld have 
shewn the industry' of Mr. and Mrs. ]B[i^godd, as 
wbll a^ Mr. Colef, in collecting infotmal^on in suji- 
port of Lady DQMglsis*s statement, and in imprg^ 
vihg ^hHt they colle^ed by their. ^ls< colourings, 
f^d maMcious additidns to it. They wou^ have 
ftuhd a stbrv in Mrs.' BidgoodV"*^ decbration. as 
^1 af inhei^ ^usbandVf* (who relati^ it as hi^yjng 
heara it frpfn hi; wiftt,)' Which is evidently the samei 
aa that whidi W. Ct>le*s declaration ^nta[ins. For. 
tlie Bfdgoods' declarations state^ ^at Fanny 
Ltoyii tbid Mrs. Bidgop^ thai Mary IVHson had 
g6ii6- itito' the Pnnces^V hi^ tootn, atid had 
fbun^ he? ^f^^l Highness and Sir Sidney in the 
most>Tinlinatl sitqaf ion ; that die had !eft the room^ 
and \yi^ so. shdd[:ed, that she feinted a^way at the 
door.' Bete then are, Mrs. ipiidg*^^ ^nd Mr. 
6ole, both d^l^nji; y^hat they had^ hcfard Fanny 
Llf^d*«iy , and Fanny' X^loy d^denyhig it. How ex- 
traoriiilttry is iMJbat they were not alt confi'onted !' 
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and your Majesty will see presently how much it 
IS to be lamented that they were not. For, from 
Fanny Lloyd's original declaration, it appears that 
the truth would have come out. As she there 
states that,* "To the best of her knowledf^ Mary 
Wilson saidj that she had seen the Princess and Sir 
Sidney in the Blue Roomy but never beard Mary 
Wilson say she was so alarmed as to be in a fit.**. 
Ifthen^on confronting Fanny LIpyd with Mrs. 
Bidgdodand Mr. CpK the Conoulis^iqners had 
found Fanny Lloyd's story ^o be what sbe related 
before^ and had then put the question to Mary 
Wilson^ and; had heard from her what it really wai 
ifhich she had seen and rela^ to Fanny Llpyd, 
they could ^ot have been a^; a loss to h^^ve disco- 
vered which of these witnesses told the truth. 

» • ' • %  . . • . ; ^ » , - . 

... - ' • . 

They would have found, I sun perfectly confi^fit^ 
that all that Mary Wilson ever could \)a\^ told^ 
Fanny Lloyd^ was that she.^ad seen Sir; Sidney 
and myself in the Qlue Room> aa4 they yfould then 
have had to refer to the malicious^ and confederated 
inventions of the Bidgoqdii and Mr. Co]^^ for the 
oon version of the Blue Room, into the b^d-room ; 
for the vile slander of what M. Wiljwn'was sup-' 
posed to have seen, and for the violent effect which 
this scene h^ upon her. I say their confederated^i 
ifwentiom, as it is impossible to suppose that they^ 
could have been concerned in inventing the same 
additions to Fanny Lloyd*s story, unless they j^d 
communicated together upon it. And wh^ t^iey 
bad once found Mrs. Bidgood and Mr« Cok, thus 
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conspiring together^ they would have had no diffi- 
culty in connecting them both in the same conspi- 
racy with Sir John Douglas, by shewing how 
connected Cole was with Sir John Douglas, and 
how acquainted with his proceedings, in collecting 
the evidence \yhich was to support Lady Douglases 
declaration. 

For, by refi?rringto Mr. Cole s declaration, made 
on |;he p3rd of February,* they would have seen 
that ]VJr. Cole, in explaining some observation 
about Sir Sidney*8 supposed possession of a key to 
the garden door, says that it was what " Mr. Lam* 
^^ pert, the servant of Sir John Douglas, mentioned 
^^ at Cheltenham to Sir John Douglas and Mr. 
*' Lowten." — ^How should Mr. Cole know that Sir 
John Douglas and Mr. Lowten had been down to 
Cheltenham, to collect evidence from this old ser-^ 
yant of Sir John Douglas's? How should he 
have known what that evidence was, unless he 
had either accompanied them himself, or at least 
had had such a communication either with Sir John 
Douglas, or Mr. Lowten, as it never could have 
occurred to any of them to have made to Mr. Cole, 
unless, instead of being a mere witness, he, were a 
party to this accusation ? But whether they had 
convinced themselves, that Fanny Lloyd spoke 
true, and Cole and Mrs. Bidgood falsely ; or whe- 
ther 'they had convinced themselves of the reverse, 
it could not have been possible, that they both 
CQuId have spoken the truth ; and, consequently, 
the Commissioners . could never have reported tt\e 
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Tcracity of both to be free from suspicion, and de-' 
serving of credit. ' 

lliere only remains that I should make a few 
observations, on what appears in the examinations' 
relative to Mr. Hood (now Lord Hood,) Mr. 
Chester, and Captain Moore. And I really should 
not have thought a single observation necessary 
upon either of them, except that what refers to 
them is stated in the examinations of Mrs. Lisle. 
With respect to Lord Hood it is as follows : 
*"I was at Catherington with the Princess, — 
" remember Mr. (now Lord Hood) there, and the 
" Princess going out airing with him, alone, in 
" Mr. Hood's little whiskey ;— and his servant was 
'* with them ; Mr. Hood drove, and staid out two' 
" or three times ;— awre than once, three or four' 
" times. Mr. Hood dined with us several times;-*-" 
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than what would properly become the exalted sta- 
tion which I hold in yotxr Majesty's Royal Faaiily^ 
it is possible that^ in the opinions of sofltie^ these 
drives with tny Lord Hood were not consistent 
-with that station ; and that they were particularly 
improper in those instances in which we Were not 
attended by more servuits, or any servants of my 
own. Upon this I have only to observe, that these 
instances occurred after I had received the news 
of the lamented death of your Majesty's brother, 
the Duke of Gloucester. I was at that time down 
by the sea side for my health. I did not like to 
forego the advantage of air and exercise for the 
short remainder of the time whidi I had to stay 
theie ; and I purposely chose to go out, not in my 
own-carrisige, and unattended, that I might not be 
seen and known, to be driving about (myself and 
my attendants out of mourning) while his Royal 
Highness was known to have been so recently dead« 
This statement, hovirever, is all that I have to make 
upon my part of the case, and whatever indecorum 
or impropriety of behairiour the Commissioners 
have fixed upon me by this circumstance, it mu^t 
I'emain ; for I cannot deny the truth of the feet, arid 
iiave only the aibove explanation to offer of it. As 
to what Mrs. Listens examination cdntains with 
respect to Mr^t. Chester and Captain Moore, it is- 
so connected^ that I must trouble your Majesty 
with the statement of it a1t<^ther. 

**^ I wts wifli her Royal Highness at \ji^ 
ShdfieM'MCfaristmasinSussex; — ^I inquired what 
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ootnpany i^as there when I came^-^^he said^ only 
Mr. John Chester, who was there by her Royal 
Highness's orders ; that she could get no other 
company to meet her, on account of the roads, and 
the season of the year. He dined and slept there * 
that night ; the next day other company came, Mr. 
Chester remained. I heard Her Royal Highness 
flay she had been ill in the night, and came out for 
a light, and lighted her candle in her servant's 
room. I returned from Sheffield-place to Black- 
heath with the Princess ; Captain Moore dined 
there ; I left him and the Princess twice alone, for 
a short timie ; he might be alone half an hoUr with 
her in the room below, in which we had been 
sitting. I went to look for a book to complete a 
9et her Royal Highness was lending Captain 
Moore. She made him a present of an inkstand,. 
to the best of my recollection. He was there one 
morning in January last,' on the Princess Char- 
lotte's birth-day ; he went away before the rest of 
the company. I might be about twenty minutes 
the second time I was away, the night Captain 
Moore was there. At Lady Sheffield's, her Royal 
Highness paid more attention to Mr. Chester than 
to the rest of the company. I know of her Royal 
Highness walking out alone, twice, with Mr. 
Chester in the morning alone ; once, a short time 
it rained, the other not an hour, not long. Mr. 
Chester is a pretty young man ; her attentions tb^ 
him were not uncommon ; not the same as to Cap* 
tain Manby." 
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And first, Sire, as to what relates to Mr. Ches- 
ter. If there is any imputation to be cast upon 
my character by what passed at Sheffield- Place 
with Mr. Chester, (and by the Commissioners 
returning to examine Mrs. Lisle upon toy atten- 
tion to Mr. Chester, my walking out with him, 
and above all ^^ as to his being a pretty young man/* 
I conceive it to be so intended) I am sure your Ma- 
jesty will see that it is the hardest thing imaginable 
tipoti me, that, upon an occurrence which passed in 
Lady Sheffield's house, on a visit to her. Lady Shef- 
field herself was never examined ; for if she had been, 
I am convinced that these Noble Lords, the Com- 
missioners, never could have put me to the painful 
degradation of stating any thing upon this subject. 
The statement begins by Mrs. Lisle's inquiring, 
what company was there ? and Lady Sheffield say- 
ing " only Mr. John Chester, who was there by her 
Royal Highnesses orders ; that she could get no other 
' company on account of the roads." Is not this. Sire, 
left open to the inference that Mr. John Chester was 
the only person who had been invited by my orders ? 
If Lady*SheffieId had been examined, she would 
have been able to have produced the very letter 
in which, in answer to her Ladyship's request, that 
I would let her know what cotopany it would be 
agreeable for me to meet, I said, ** every thing of the 
name of North,all the Legges,and Chesters, William 
and John, i&c. &c., and Mr. Elliott." Instead 
of »ingling out, therefore, Mn John Chester, I 

Y 
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included him in the enumeration which I made of 
the near relations of Lady Sheffield ; and your Ma* 
jesty from this alone cannot &il to see how false a 
colour^ even a true faTct can assume^ if it be not 
sufficiently inquired into and explained. 

As to the circumstance of my having been taken 
ill in the night, being obliged to get up, and light 
my candle ; why this fact should be recorded, I am 
wholly at a loss to conceive* All the circum- 
stances however respecting it, connected very 
much as they are with the particular disposition of 
Lady Sheffield's house, would have been fully ex- 
plained, if thought material to have been. inquired 
after, by Lady Sheffield herself; and I should have 
been relieved from the painful d^radation of al- 
luding at all to a circumstance, which I could not 
further detail, without a degree of indelicacy ; and 
as I cannot possibly suppose such a detail can 
be necessary for my defence, it would, especially 
in addressing your Majesty, be wholly inexcusable. 
With respect to the attention which I paid to Mr. 
Chester, and my walking out twice alone with him 
for a short time, I know not how to notice it. At 
this distance of time I am not certain that I can^ 
with perfect accuracy, account for the circumstance; 
It appears to hav« been a rainy morning ; it was on 
the i27^h or 28th of December ; and whether, 
wishing to take a walk, I did not desire Lady 
Sheffield, or Mrs. Lisle, or any Lady, to accom- 
pany me in doing what, in such a morning, I 
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might think might be disagreeable to them, t 
really cannot precisely state to your Majesty. 

But here again, perhaps, in the judgment of 
some persom, may be an instance of familiarity 
which was not consistent with the dignity of the 
. Princess ef Wales ; but surely prejudice against me 
and my character must exceed all natural bounds 
in those minds in which any inference of crime, or 
moral depravity, can be drawn from such a fact. 
As to Captain Moore, H seems he was ted alone 
with me, and twice in one afternoon by Mrs. 
Lisle ; he was alone with me half an hour. Ilie 
first time Mrs. Lisle left us,' her examination says, 
it was to look for a book which I wished to lend to 
Captain Moore. ' How long she was absent on that 
occasion she is not asked, but it could have been 
but ten minutes, as aheappears to havebeen absent 
twenty minutes the second time. The Commis- 
sioners, though they particularly return to the In- 
quiry with respect to the length of time of her se- 
cond absetice, did not require her to tell them the 
occasion of it ; if they had, ehe would have told 
them, that it was in search ofthe same book ; — that 
having on ihe first occasion looked- for it in the 
drawing-room, she went afWrwards to see for it in 
Mrs. Fit^erald'sroora. — But I made him apresent 
qf an inkstand. I hope your Majesty will not 
think 1 am tnfling with your patience when I take 
notice of such trifles. But it is of such trifles as 
these, that the evidence consists, when it is the evi-. 
denoe of resp^able witnesses speaking to &cts. 
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and consequently speaking only the truth. Cap*> 
tain Moore had conferred on me what I felt as a 
considerable obligation. My mother is very par- 
tis^l to the late Doctor Moore's writings. Captain 
Moore, as your Majesty knows, is his son, and he 
promised to lend me, for the purpose of sending it 
to my mother^ a manuscript pf an unpublishec^ 

work of the Doctor's. In return for this civility % 

• ^ ft. 

begged his aoeeptance of a. trifling present. 

There is one circumstance, aUuded to in these 
examinations, which I know not how to notice^ 
and yet feel it impossible to omit — I mean wha^ 
respects certain anonymous papers, or letters^, 
^larked A. B. and G. tq which Lord Cholmonde^ 
ley appears to have been exan^ined, upon the sup-^* 
position of their being my hand-writing. A let-s. 
ter> marked A* appears^ by the examination of 
Lady Douglas, to have been produced by her ; 
and the two papers, marked B. and a coyer, marked 
C appear to have been produced by Sir John. 
These papers I have never seen; but I collect thend 
to be the same as are alluded to in Lady Douglas's, 
original Declaration, and* from her representation 
of them, they are most infamous productions. 
From the stile and language of the letter, she says. 
Sir John Douglas, Sir Sidney Smith, and herself, 
would have, no manner of hesitation in swearing 
point blank (for that is her phrase) to their being 
in my h^nd*writing ; and it seems, from the st^te^ 
ment of His Royal Highness the Dukeof Kentj, 
that Sir Sidney Smith had been imposed upoQ to 
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believe^ that these letters and papers were really 
written and sent to Sir John and Lady Douglas by 
me, I cannot help, however, remarking to Your 
Majesty, that, though Sir John and Lady Douglas 
produce these papers, and mark them, yet neither 
the one nor the other swears to their belief of my 
hand-writing; it does not, indeed, appear, that 
they were asked the question ; and when it once oc- 
curied to. the Commissioners to be material to in- 
quire whose hand- writ ingthese papers were,I should 
have been much surprised at their not applyingto Sir 
John and Lady Douglas to swear it, as in theif* ori- 
ginal Declaration they offer to do, if H had not been 
that, by that time, I suppose, the Commissioners 
had satisfied themselves of the true valueof Sir John 
and Lady Dougbs*soaths,and therefore did notthink 
H worth while to ask them any further question^. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, as 
appears by his narrative,* was convinced, by Sir 
Sidney Smith, that these letters came from 
Itoe. His Royal Highness had been applied to by 
me, in consequence of my having received a for- 
mal note from Sir John, Lady Douglas, and 
Sir Sidney Smith, requesting an audience im- 
mediately ; this was soon after my having desired 
to see no more of Lady Douglas. I conceived, 
therefore, the audienije was required for the pur- 
pose of remonstrance^ and explanation dpon this 
chpcumstance, and as I was determined not to alter 
my resolution, nor admit of any discussion upon it, 
I requested His Royal Highness, who happened 
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▼cracity of both to be free from suspicion^ and cfe- 
serving of credit. 

There only remains that I should make a few 
observations, on what appears in the examinations 
relative to Mr. Hood (now Lord Hood,) Mr. 
Chester, and Captain Moore. And I really should 
not have thought a single observation necessary 
npon either of them, except that what refers to 
them is stated in the examinations of Mrs. Lisle. 
With respect to Lord Hood it is as follows : 
*^*I was at Catherington with the Princess,-— 
*^ remember Mr. (now Lord Hood) there, and the 
** Princess going out airing with him, alone, in 
•^ Mr. Hood's little whiskey ;— and bis servant was 
^ with them ; Mr. Hood drove, and staid out two' 
^ or three times ;— -more than once, three oi* four* 
" times. Mr. Hood dined with us several times;-*-^ 
•^ once or twice he slept in a house in the garden ; 
^* she appeared to pay no attention to him, but 
** that of common civility to an intimate acquaiii* 
*^ tance," Now Sire, it is undoubtedly true that 
I drove out several times with Lord Hood in his 
ette horse chaise, and some few time^^ twice I be^ 
Heve at roost, without any of my servants attend-^ 
ing us ; and considering the time of life, and the 
respectable character of mv Lord ftood, I never", 
should have conceived that I incurred th^ least 
danger to my reputation in so doing. If indeed it 
was the duty of the Cominissionert» to inquire inta 
instances of my conduct, in which they may corr- 
ceive it ta have been less reserved and dfgnifled> 
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than what would properly become the exalted sta« 
tion which I hold in your Mqesty^s Roy&l Family, 
it is possible that, in the opinions of some, these 
drives with my Lord Hood were not consistent 
with that station ; and that they were particularly 
improper in those instances in which we Were not 
attended by more servants, or any servants of my 
own. Upon this I have only to observe, that these 
instances occurred after I had received the news 
of the lamented death of your Majesty's brother, 
the Duke of Gloucester. I was at that time down 
by the sea side for my health. I did not like to 
fidrego the advantage of air and exercise for the 
short remainder of the time which I had to stay 
theie ; and I purposely chose to go out, hot in my 
own-carris(ge, and unattended, that I might not be 
seen and known, to be driving about (myself and 
my attendants out of mourning) while his Royal 
Highness was known to have been so recently dead. 
This statement, however, is all that I have to make 
upon my part of the case, and whatever indecorum 
or impropriety of behaviour the Commissioners 
have fixed upon me by this circumstance, it must 
Remain ; for I cannot deny the truth of the fact, add 
have only the ahove explanation to ofier of it. As 
to what Mrs. Lisle^s examination contains with 
respect to Mri». Chester and Captain Moore, it is- 
so connected, that I must trouble your Majesty 
irith the statement of it altogether. 

*^^^ I was witii her Royal Highness at LdSy 
Sheffieki'Mt Christmas inSussex ; — ^I inquired what 

* Apfiendis (A.) p. 44* 



l6o 

company was there when I came^-^he said^ only 
Mr. John Chester, who was there by her Royal 
Highnesses orders; that she could get no other 
company to meet her, on account of the roads, and 
the season of the year. He dined and slept there * 
that night ; the next day other company came, Mr* 
Chester remained* I heard Her Royal Highness 
say she had been ill in the night, and came out for 
a lights and lighted her candle in her servant's 
room. 1 returned from Sheffield-place to Black- 
heath with the Princess ; Captain Moore dined 
there ; I left him and the Princess twice alone, for 
a short time ; he might be alone half an hoilr with 
her in the room below, in which we had been 
sitting. I went to look for a book to complete a 
set her Royal Highness was lending Captain 
Moore. She made him a present of an inkstand, 
to the best of my recollection. He was there one 
morning in January last,' on the Princess Char- 
lotte's birth-day ; he went away before the rest of 
the company. I might be about twenty minutes 
the second time I was away, the night Captain 
Moore was there. At Lady Sheffield's, her Royal 
Highness paid niore attention to Mr. Chester than 
to the rest of the company. I know of her Royal 
Highness walking out alone, twice, with Mr. 
Chester m the morning alone ; once, a short time 
it rained, the other not an hour, not long. Mr. 
Chester is a pretty young man ; her attentions Ux 
bim were not uncommon ; not the same as to Cap- 
tain Manby.'* 
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And first, Sire, as fo what relates to Mr. Ches- 
ter. If there is any imputation to be cast upon 
my character by what passed at Sheffield-Place 
with Mr. Chester, (and by the Commissioners 
returning to examine Mrs. Lisle upon toy atten- 
tion to Mr. Chester, my walking out with him, 
and above all ^* as to his he\t\g a pretty young man," 
I conceive it to be so intended) I am sure your Ma- 
jesty will see that it is the hardest thing imaginable 
upoti ine, that, upon an occurrence which passed in 
Lady Sheffield's house, on a visit to her. Lady Shef- 
field herself was never examined ; for if she had been, 
I am convinced that these Noble Lords, the Com- 
missioners, never could have put me to the painful 
degradation of stating any thing upon this subject. 

The statement begins by Mrs. Lisle*s inquiring, 
what company was there ? and Lady Sheffield say- 
ing " only Mr. John Chester, who was there by her 
Royal Highness's orders ; that she could get no other 
' company on account of the roads.*' Is not this, Sire, 
left open to the inference that Mr. John Chester was 
the only person who had been invited by my orders ? 
If Lady*Sheffield had been examined, she would 
have been able to have produced the yery letter 
in which, in answer to her Ladyship's request, that 
I would let her know what cotopany it would be 
agreeable for me to meet, I said, ** every thing of the 
name of North,all the Legges,and Chester8,William 
and John, i&c. &c., and Mr. Elliott.'* Instead 
of singling out, therefore, Mr« John Chester, I 

y 
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included him in the enumeration which I made of 
the near relations of Lady Sheffield ; and your Ma* 
jesty^ from this alone cannot fail to see how false a 
colour^ even a true iact can assume^ if it be not 
sufficiently inquired into and explained. 

As to the circumstance of my having been taken 
ill in the nighty being obliged to get up, and light 
my candle ; why this iact should be rcicorded, I am 
wholly at a loss to conoeive4 All the circum- 
stances however respecting it, connected very 
much as they are with the particular disposition of 
Lady Sheffield's house, would have been fully ex- 
plained, if thought material to have been inquired 
after, by Lady Sheffield herself; and I should have 
been relieved from the painful d^radation of al- 
luding at all to a circumstance, which I could not 
further detail, without a d^ee of indelicacy ; and 
as I cannot possibly suppose such a detail can 
be necessary for my defence, it would, especially 
in addressing your Majesty, be wholly inexcusable. 
With respect to the attention which I paid to Mr. 
Chester, and my walking out twice alone with him 
for a short iimey I know not how to notice it. At 
this distance of time I am not certain that I can^ 
with perfect accuracy, account for the circumstante. 
It appears to hav« been a rainy morning ; it was on 
the i27th or 28th of December ; and whether^ 
wishing to take a walk, I did not desire Lady 
Sheffield, or Mrs. Lisle, or any Lady, to accom- 
pany me in doing what, in such a morning, I 
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might think might be disagreeable ta them, I 
reaWy cannot precisely state to your Majesty. 

But here again, perhaps, in the judgment of 
some persons, may be an instance of familiarity 
which was not consistent with the dignity of the 
Princess of Wales ; but surely prejudice against me 
a»d my character must exceed all natural bounds 
in those minds in which any inference of crime, or 
moral depravity, can be drawn from such a fact. 
As to Captain Moore, it seems he wa« left alone 
with me, and twice in one afternoon by Mrs. 
Lisle ; he was alone with me half an hour. The 
first time Mrs. Lisle left us,' her examination says, 
it was to look for a book which I wished to lend to 
Captain Moore. ' How long she was absent on that 
occasion ^e is not asked, but it could have been 
but ten minutes, as she appears to have been absent 
twenty minutes the second time. The Commis- 
sioners, though they particularly return tq the In- 
quiry with respect to the length of time of her se- 
cond absence, did not require her to tell them the 
occasion of it ; if they had, she would have told 
them, that it was in search of the same book ; — that 
having on the flrrt opcasion looked- for it in the 
drawing-room, she went afterwards to see for it in 
Mrs. Fitzgerald 'S room. — But I made him a present 
of an inkstand. I hope your Majesty will not 
think I am trifling with your patience when I take 
notice of such trifles. But it is of such trifles as 
these, that the evidence consists, when it is the ari- 
denc^ of resp^table witnesses speaking to fiicts. 
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and consequently speaking only the truth. Cap- 
tain Moore had conferred on mo ^hat I felt as Sk 
considerable obligation. My mother is very par- 
tis^l to the late Doctor MboreV writings. Captain 
Moore, as your Majesty knows^ is his son, and he 
promised to lend me, for the purpose of sending it 
to my mother; a manuscript pf an unpublished 
work of the Doctor's. In return for this civility J 
begged his aciteptance of a, trifling present. 

There is one circumstance^ aUuded to in these 
examinations, which I know not how to notice^ 
and yet feel it impossible to omit — I mean wha^ 
respects certain anonymous papers, or letters^, 
^larked A. B. and C. tq which Lord Cholmonde^ 
ley appears to have been exan^ined, upon the sup* 
position of their being my hand-writing. A let-*- 
ter> marked A* appears, by the examination of 
Lady Douglas, to have been produced by her; 
and the two papers, marked B. and a coyer, marked 
C. appear to have been produced by Sir John. 
These papers I have never seen; but I collect thend 
to be the same as are alluded to in Lady Doagias'Sv 
original I>(^cIaration, andj from, tier representation 
of them, ^hey are most infamous productions. 
From the stile and language of the letter, she says. 
Sir John Douglas, Sir Sidney Smith, and herself, 
ivoqld have, no manner of hesitation in swearing 
point blank (for that is her phrase) to their being 
in my h^nd*writing ; and it seems, from the st^te- 
n>ent of His Royal Highness the Dukeof Kentj, 
that Sir Sidney Smith had been imposed upoQ to 
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believe, that these letters and papers were really 
written and sent to Sir John and Lady Douglas by 
me, I cannot help, however, remarking to Your 
Majesty, that, though Sir John and Lady Pouglas 
produce these papers, and mark them, yet neither 
the one nor the other swears to their belief of my 
hand-writing ; it does not, indeed, appear, that 
they were asked the question ; and when it once oc- 
curred to-the Commissioners to be material to in- 
quire whose hand- writing these papers were,I should 
have been much surprised at their not applyingto Sir 
John and Lady Douglas to swear it, as in their ori- 
ginal Declaration they offer to do, if H had not been 
that, by that time, I suppose, the Commissioners 
h»d satisfied themselves of the true valueof Sir John 
and Lady Douglas's oaths,and therefore did notthink 
it worth while to ask them any further questions. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, as 
appears by his narrative,* was convinced, by Sir 
Sidney Smith, that these letters came from 
me. ' His Royal Highnes$ had been applied to by 
me, in consequience of my having received a for- 
mal liote from Sir John, Lady Douglas, and 
Sir Sidney Smith, requesting an audience im- 
mediately ; this was soon after my having desired 
to see no more of Lady Douglas. I conceived, 
therefore, the audien<je was required for the pur- 
pose of remonstrance, and explanation tipon this 
circumstance, and as I was determined not to alter 
my resolution, nor admit of any discussion upon it, 
I requested His Royal Highness, who happened 
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to be acquainted with Sir Sidney Smithy to try to 
prevent my having any further trouble upon the 
subject. His Royal Highness saw Sir Sidney 
Smithy and b^eing impressed by him with the be- 
lief of Lady Douglases story^ that I was the author 
of these anonymous letters^ he did that which na- 
turally became him^ ujadersuch belief; he endea- 
voured, for the peace of Your Majesty, and the 
honour of the Royal Family, to keep from the 
knowledge of the world, what, if it had been true, 
lyould have justly rejected such infinite disgrace 
upon me; an^i it seems, from the narrative that 
he procured, through jSir Sidney Smith, Sir John 
Douglas's assurance that he would, under existing 
circumstances, remain quiet, if left unmolested. 
** This result (His Royal Highness says) he com- 
municated to me the following day, and I seemed . 
satisfied with it.*' Apd undoubt^ly, as he only 
communicated jthe result tp me, I pould not be 
otherwise than satisfied ; for as al^ that I wanted 
was, not to be obliged to see Sir John and Lady 
Douglas, and not'to be troubled by them any more, 
t))e result of His Royal Highnesses interf|^rence» 
through Sir Sidpey Smith, was to procqre me all 
t^at I wanted. I do npt wonder that His Royal 
Highness did not mention to me the particulars of 
these infamous letters and drawings, which were 
ascribed to me ; for, as long as he believed they 
were mine, undoubtedly it was a subject which he 
must have wished to avoid ; but I lament, as it 
h^ppens^ that he did not, as I should have satisfied 
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him, as far^ at least, as any assertions of mine 
could have satisfied him, by declaring to him; as I 
do now npost solemnly, that the letter is not mine, 
and that I know nothing whatever of the contents 
of it, or of the other papers ; and> I trust, that His 
Royal Highness, and every one else wlio may have 
taken up any false impression concerning them to 
my prejudice, from the assertion of Sir John and 
Lady Douglas, will, upon my assertion, and the 
evidence of Lord Cholmondeley, remove from 
their minds this calumnious falsehood^ which, with, 
many others, the malice of Sir John and Lady 
Douglas has endeavoured to fasten upon me. 

To all these papers Lady Douglas states^ in her 
Declaration, that, not only herself ^nd Sir John 
Douglas, but Sir Sidney. Smith, would have no he- 
sitation in swearing to be in my hand-writing. — 
What says Lord Cholmondeley ?* — " that he is 
perfectly acquainted with my manner of writing. 
Letter A. is not of my hand- writing ; that the two 
papers marked B. appear to be wrote in a disguised 
hand ; that some of the letters in them remarkably 
resemble mine, but, because of the disguise, he 
cannot say whether they are or not ;• as to the 
cover marked C; he did not see the same resem- 
blance." Of these four papers (all of which are stated 
by Lady Douglas to be so clearly and plainly mine, 
that there can be no hesitation upon the subject), 
two bear no resemblance to it, and although the 
other two, written in a disguised hand, have some 
letters remarkably resembling mine, yet, I trust, 
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t shall not, upon such evidence^ be subjected to so 
base an imputation ; and really, Sire^ I know not 
how to account for the Commissioners examining 
and reporting upon this subject in this manner. For 
I understand from Mrs. Fitzgerald^ that these 
drawings were produced by the Commissioners 
to her$ and that she was examined as to her 
knowledge of them, and as to the hand-writing 
upon them ; that she was 3atisfied, and swore that 
they were not my hand- writing, and that she knew 
nothing of them, and did not believe they could 
possibly come from any lady in my house. She 
was shown the seal also, which Lady Douglas^ in 
t her Declaration, says, was the ** identical one with 
^' which I had summoned Sir John Douglas to 
" luncheon." To this seal, though it so xnuch 
resembled one that belonged to herself, as to make 
her hesitate till she had particularly observed it ; 
she was at last as positive as to the hand-writing ; 
and having expressed herself with some feeling and 
indignation at the supposition, that either I^ her- 
self, or any of my ladies, could be guilty of so foul 
a transaction, the Commissioners tell her, they 
were satisfied, and believed her ; and there is not 
one word of all this related in her examination. — 
Now, if their Lordships were satisfied from this, or 
any other circumstance, that these letters were not 
my writing, and did not come from me, I can ac- 
codnt for their not preserying any trace of Mrs. 
Fitzgerald's evidence on this pointy and leaving it 
out of their Inquiry altogether ; but, if they 
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thought proper to preserve any evidence upon it, 
to make it the subject of any examination ; surely 
they should not have left it on Lord Cholmonde^ 
ley's alone ; but I ought to have had the benelfit of 
Mrs. Fitzgerald's evidence also. But^ as I said be* 
fore, they take no notice of her evidence ; nay, they 
finish they Report, they execute it according to the 
date it bears, upon the 14th of July, and it is not 
until two days afterwards, namely, on the l6th, 
that they examine Lord Cholmondeley to the 
hand-writing — ^with wh&t view and for what pur-^ 
pose, I cannot even surmise : but with whatever 
view, and for whatever purpose, if these letters are 
at all to be alluded to in their Report, or the exa? 
minations accompanying it, surely I ought to have 
had the benefit of the other evidence^ which dis-^ 
proved my connectita with tfaemt^ 

_ _  

I have now. Sire, gone through all the matters 
contained in the examination, on which I think it^ 
in any degree, necessary, to trouble your Majesty^ 
with any observations.-— For as to the examination 
of Mrs. Townley the washerwoman, if it applies at 
all, it must have been intended to have afforded 
evidence of my pregnancy and miscarriage.— -And 
whether the circumstance she speaks to was occa* 
sioned by my having been bled with leeches, or 
whether an actual miscarriage did take place in my 
family, and by some m^ns linen belonging tb me 
was procured and used upon the occasion { or to 
whatever other circumstance it is^ to be ascribed^ 
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after the mtoner in which tl>€ Commissioners have 
expressed their opinion, on the part of the case re* 
specting my supposed pregna«ey, and after the 
evidence on which they formed their opinion, I do 
not conceive myself called upon to say any thing 
upon it; or that any thing I could say could be 
more satisfactory than repeating the opinion of the 
Commissioners, as stated in their Report, viz. 
•^ That nothing had appeared to therp which would 
warrant the belief that I was pregnant in that year, 
(IRO'ii) or at any other period within the compass 
of their Inquiries— ^that they would not be warrant- 
ed in expressing any doubt respecting the alleged 
pregnancy of the Princess, as stated in the original 
declarations, a fact so fully contradicted^ and by so 
miany witnesses, to whom, if true, it must in vari- 
ous way3 have been known, ^at we cannot think 
it entitled to the smallest credit/' 

• • • ^ 

There are indeed, some, other matters mentioned 
in the original declarations, which I might have 
found it necessary to observe upon ; but as the 
Cominissiohers do not appear to have entered into 
any examination with respect to them. Icon tent 
myself with thinking that they had found the means 
of satisfying themselves of the utter falsehood of 
tho^ particulars, and therefore that they can re^* 
quine no contradiction op .observation from me- 
• Qn the declarations, therefore, and the evidence, 
I have nothing further to Temark. . And,^onsci- 
ous of the. length at which I have trespassed on 
your Majesty's patience, I will forbear to waste 
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have said. • Some few observations, however, be- 
fore I conclude, I must hope to be permitted to 

subjoin. 
In many of the observations which I have made, 

your Majesty will observe that I have noticed what 
have appeared to me to be great omissions on the 
part of the Commissioners, in the manner of takmg 
their examinations ; in forbearing to put any ques- 
tions to the witnesses, in the nature of a cross-ex- 
amination of them ;--to confront them with each 
other; and to call other witnesses, whose testimony 
must either have confirmed or falsiBed, in impor- 
tant particuUrs, the examinations as they have 
taken them. It may perhaps occur, in consequence 
of such observations, that 1 am desirous that this 
Inquiry should be opened again ; that the Commis- 
sioners should recommence their labours', and that 
ihey should proceed to supply the defects in their 
previous examinations, by a fuller execution ot 
their duty .-I therefore think it necessary, mos^ 
distinctly and emphatically to state, that I haVe n, 
•such meaning ; and whatever may be the n^ that 
1 may incur of being charged with betraying acon- 
sciousness of guilt, by thus flying from an exten- 
sion or repetition of this Inquiry, I must distinctly 
state, that so for ffom requesting the revival qUt,- 
1 humbly request your Majesty vwuld be gracious- 
1p pleased to understand me as remonstr»ting, and 
protesting against it, in the strongest and most so, 
'lemn manner in my power. 
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I am yet to learn the legalityof sQchaCaipmisfiioik 
to inquire, even in the case of High Treason, or 
any other crime kilown to the laws of the country. 
If it is lawful in the case of lligh Treason, supposed 
to be cammitted by me, surely it must be lawful 
also in the case of High Treason supposed to be 
committed by other subjects of your Majesty. 

That there is much objection to it, in reason and 
principle, my understanding assures me. Thatsiich 
Inquiries, carried on upon cjp parte examination, and 
a Report of the result by persons of high authority^ 
may, nay must, ha^e a tendency to prejudice the 
character of the parties who are exposed to them^ 
and thereby influence the further proceedings in 
their case ; — ^that are calculated to keep back from 
notice, and in security, the person of a false accuser, 
and to leave the accused in the predicament of nei* 
ther being able to look forward for protection to an 
acquittal of himself, nor for redtess to the convic- 
tion, of his accuser. — ^That these and many other 
objections occur to such a mode of proceeding, in 
the case of a crime known to the Iaw.s of this coun^ 
try, appears to be quite obvious. — ^But if Com- 
missioners acting under suck a power, or your Ma- 
jesty's Privy-Gouncil, or any regular Magistrates^ 
when they have satisfied themselves of the falsehood 
of the principal chatrge, and the absence of all Ic'- 
gal and substantive offence, are to be considered as 
empowered to proceed in the examination of the 
particulars of private life ; to report upon the pro- 
prieties of domestic conduct j and the decorums of 
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private behaviour^ and to pronounce their opinion 
SLgainst the party, upon the evidence of dissatisfied 
servants, whose veracity they are to hold up as un- 
impeachable, and to do this without permitting the 
persons whose conduct is inquired into, to suggest 
one word in explaiiation or contradiction of the 
matter with vvhich they are charged ; it would, I 
submit to your Majesty, prove such an attack up^ 
on the security and confidence ©f domestic life, 
such a means of recording, under the sanction of 
great names and highauthority, the most malicious, 
and foulest imputations, that no character could 
possibly be secure i und would do more to break in 
upon and undermine the happiness and comfort of 
life, than any proceeding which could be imagined. 
The public in general perhaps may feel not. 
much interest in the establishment of such a pre- 
cedent in my case. They may think it to be a 
course of proceeding scarcely applicable to any pri*- 
vate subject ; yet, if once such a court of honour, 
of decency, and of manners, was established, many 
subjects might occur to which it might be thought 
advisable to extend its jurisdiction, beyond the in- 
stance of a Princess of Walep. But should it be 
intended to be confined to me> your Majesty, I 
trust, will HOt be surprised to find that it does riot 
reconcile me the better to it, should I karu myself 
to be the single instance in your kingdom, who ^ 
exposed to the scrutiny, of so severe and formida- 
ble a tribunal. So for therefore from -giving that 
isanctign or consent tp any fresh Inquiry, upon 
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similar principles, which I should seem to do,, by 
requiring the renewal of these examinations, I must 
protect against it ; protest against the nature of the 
proceeding, because its result cannot be fair. I 
must protest, as long at least as it remains doubtful, 
agairis the legality of what has already passed, as weTl 
as against thelegality of its repetition. — If the course 
be legal, I must submit to the laws, however severe 
they may be. But I trust new law is not to hi 
found out, and applied to my case. — If I am guilty 
of crime, I know I am amenable, I am most con* 
tented to continue so, to the impartial laws of your 
Majesty's kingdom ; and I fear no charge brought 
against me, in open day, under the public eye, be- 
fore the known tribunals of the country, adminis^ 
tering justice under those impartial and enlightened 
laws. But secret tribunals, created for the first 
time for me, to form and pronounce opinions upon 
my conduct, without hearing me; to record, in the 
evidence of the witnesses which they report, im- 
tations against my character upon ej: parte exami- 
nations,^ — till I am better reconciled lo the justicfe 
of their proceedings, I cannot fail to fear. And till 
1 am better informed as to their legality, I cannot 
fell ,in duty to my dearest interests, most solemnly 
to remonstrate and tp protest against them* 

If such tribunals as these are called into action 
^instme, by the falsechargesof friends turned ene- 
mies, of servants turned traitors, and acting as spies'; 
by the foul conspiracy of such social and domes- 
tic treason, I can look-to np security to my honour 
in the most spotless and most cautious innocence. 
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By the contradiction and denial which in this case 
I have been enabled to procure, of the most im- 
portant facts which have been sworn against me by 
Mr. Cole and Mr. Bidgood ; — by the observations, 
and the reasonings, which I have addressed to your 
Majesty, I am confident, that to those whose sense 
of justice will lead them to wade through this long 
detail, I shall have removed the impressions which 
^lave been raised against me. — But how am I to in- 
sure a patient attention to all this statement ? How 
many will hear that the Lord H jgh Chancellor, the 
Lord Chief Justice of the King's Bench, the First 
Lord of the Treasury, and one of your Majesty's 
Principal Secretaries of State, have reported against 
me, upon evidence which they have declared to be 
unbiassed and unquestionable ; who will never have 
the opportunity, or if they had the opportunity, 
might not have the inclination, to correct the error 
of that Report, by the examination of my statement* 

I feel, therefore, that by this proceeding, my 
character has received essential inj'ury. For a 
Princess of Wales to have been placed in a situa- , 
tion, in which it was essential to her honour to 
•request one gentleman to swear, that he was not 
locked up at midnight in a room with her alone ; 
and anothea*, that he did not give her a lascivious 
salute, and never slept in her house, is to have been 
actually degraded and disgraced.— I have been, 
Sire, placed in this situation^ I have been cruelly, 
your Majesty will permit me to say so, cruelly de- 
graaed into the necessity of making such requests. 
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A necessity which I never could have been exposed 
to^ even under this Inquiry, if more attention had 
been given to the examination of these malicious 
charges, and of the evidence on which they rest. 

Much solicitude is felt, and justly so, as connected 
with this Inquiry, for the honour of your Majesty's 
illustrious Family. But surely a true regard to 
that honour should have restrained those who really 
felt for it, from casting such severe reflections on 
the character and virtue of the Princess of Wales. 

If, indeed,, after the most diligent and anxious 
Inquiry, penetrating into every circumstance con- 
nected with the charge, searching every «ource 
from which information could be derived,and scru- 
tinizing with all that acuteness, into the credit and 
character of the witnesses, with^great experience, 
talent, and intelligence cbuld bring to such a sub- 
ject; and, above all, if after giving me some op- 
portunity of being heard, the force of truth had, at 
length, compelled any persons to form, as reluc- 
tantly, ahd as unwillingly as they would, against 
their own daughters, the opinion that -lias been 
pronounced ; no regard, unquestionably, to my ho- 

m 

nour and character, nor to that of your Majesty"* 
Family, as, in some degree, involved in mine, 
could have justified the suppression of that opi- 
nion, if legally called for, in tbe course of official 
and public duty. Whether such caution and re- 
luctance are really manifest in these proceedings^ 
I must leave to less partial judgments dian my 
own to determine. 



^ 



• 

In the full Mftmination of ibese yroeetdings, 
Which juftiee to tny own character has reqiln^cf 
me, I faavb been coiB|idled to make many obser- 
vationi, which^.I fioar, may. proife offensive to p^-" 
sai» in high po«er-~Yotir Majesty will easily be-* 
lieve, when I saleinnly assure y<m, tint I hiave been 
cheeply sorry to yield to the necessity of so doing* 
This proceeding nianifest^ that I hare enefloiea 
eticdigh ; I codid not wish unneciessainly to increase 
their number, or their weight.* tiiiM^ hdwever, 
I have done it; I koow it ha^ been kiy jiurposfe to 
do it; in a mannfir lis litde ofiensive as the! justice 
dtie to myself would aAVow of; bnt i Have felt that 
I have been deeffly injhred ; that I imve had much 
t^ ciioiphin of ; and that my sifenee now would not 
be iteken for Ibpbearahce^ but if ould be aacrf bed to 
nw is .a oonfosioo of goiH* The Report itself tm* 
noono^to me, that these tihibgs, which bad been 
' spoken to by the witnes^fSy ^ great ihiproprieties 

I and indecencies 6f condocty'* ^ ncoessarily ooca« 

' siiJiring ifoost nufcvourgble infe r p f eta t ions, and de^' 

setQing tUe 4(W)et serioiiis consideration/^ ^^ must be 
credited iiil decidedly eoQtradicteoL'? The most aa^^ 
tisfactoiydiaprbofoftfaeseoifewmsltlm^^as'theeoi^ 
tradictMfiftf theaoeoied israbfays seoeiared mtfacao'^ 
tion aoddwtriisit) rested iA thi^paocf icrflh^ fool a/a- 
lice an^falsehoddoffmy aiMiimtaiidtheir witneweir; 
Hie Reportamiouilced toyooa majesty thattlMw 
f ,witne«6^, whoffft I feU to be fonl confoderatei in a 

btiseocMpimeyag^in^t me^ Wert nottobesos^eoled 

Ara 
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of unfavourable biat/and their veraMty, in thi judg- 
inent ot the Commissioners, not to be qnestidned/ 
Under these circiimstanees^^re^ what could 
I do ? Coiild I forbear^ injustice to myself, to an-' 
nouncie to your Majesty the existence cif a conspi^ 
racy against my honour^ and nayistation in this 
country at least, if not agaiiist niy life ? Gould I 
ibrbear to point out to your Majesty, how long 
this intended mischief bad beeh meditated against 
me?: Could I fdrbear to point out my doubts, at 
leart, of the legalitly of the ConI mission, under' 
which the proceeding had been had< r or to point out 
the errors and inaccuracies, into which die great and 
able men, who vi^ere* named in this Commission,' 
unddr the hurry and pressu^ of their great ofiidal ^ 
occupations, had felleti, in theex^iitton of this.' 
duty? Could I forbear to state, and to ui^e, the ' 
great injustice and injury that had been done to my - 
otmracter and my honour, by opinions pronounced 
against me without bearing me ? And tf, in the exe* 
culaoa of this great task, iso essential to my honour^ 
I has^ let drop any expressions wbidh a colder, and 
more! cautious prudence, ifouldhave cfatecfced, I ap* 
peal tc^burMa|e^*fiwavm4ieart^audg€»nerous feel* r 
ings^ to snggBsi; tny excose,and to^afibrd my pardon. : 
What I have said, I: hare md uodir the ^ 
pressure of much jnisfortune, under tb^ provo- 
catioA' of great anU acounattlated ifi\}tistiee. Ob? 
Sire,, to be unfortunate, and'^eareeto fed-atlt-* 
berty to lament; to be cmeliy used/ aod to. 
£eel it almost an offence^iuid a duty to be silent^ 
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is a'hard lot; but use had; in some degree itro red 
meta it : But to find my iTiisfortunes and niy in- 
juries imputed to meas fealts 5 to be called to ac- 
count upon a charge, made against me by Lady 
bouglas, who was thought at first worthy of credit, 
although she had pledged her veracity to the feet, 
of my having admitted that I was myself the ag- 
gressor in every thing, of which I had to complain* 
has subdued all power of patient bearing; and 
when I was called upon by the Commissioners, 
either to admit, by my silence, the guilt which 
they imputed to me, or to enter into my defence, 
in contradiction to it — no longer at liberty to re- 
maia silent, I, perhaps, have not known how, with 
exact propriety, to limit my expressions. 

In happier days of my life, before my spirit liad 
been, yet at all lowered by 'my misfortunes, I 
should have been disposed to have met such a' 
charge with the contempt which, I trust, by this 
time. Your Majesty thinks due to it ; I shouir 
have been disposed to have defied my enemies to 
the utmost, and to have scorned to answer to any 
thing but a legal charge, before a competent tribu- 
nal ; but, in my present misfortunes, such force of 
mind h gone. I ought, perhaps, so iar to be thank* 
ful to them for their wholesome lessons of humi- 
lity. I have, therefore, entered jnto this long de- 
tail» to endeavour to remove, at the first possible 
opportunity, any unfavourable impressions ; to 
rescue myself from the dangers which the conti- 
nuanee of these jsuspicions might occasion, and 
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preierve to me your Majesty's gfKxl opjniopi, ifi 
whose kindness^i l^itfaeirto, I have fpupd ii;i#Bit^ 
consolation, a<Ki to whose justio^j under ajl <;ir-> 
cumstances, I can confidently appeaU 

Under the impression of these sentiiMots I 
throw myself at your Mikjesty's feet. I Ipiow, thM 
whatever sentiments of resentment;; whatever wish 

 

for redress, by the punishment of my felse ac- 
cusers, .1 ought to feel, Ypur Majesty, as thf Fa- 
ther 'of a Stranger, smi^rting under fal^e tcc^sa^ 
tion, as the Head of your illustrioa? House, dis^ 
honoured iq me, and ^ the great Guardian of the 
Laws of your Kingdom^ thi)$ foully attempted to 
have been applied to the purposes of injustice, will 
not foil to feel for me. At all events, I trust your 
Majesty will restore m^ to the blessing of your 
Gracious Presence^ apid con^rQi to me, b^ your 
own Gracicjus Words, your satisfactory . ocsivictiou 
of my in^Qoepee. 

• I am, 1 . • ' 

SiRB, : / : 

With every sentiqient of GrAtiJbu4e and Loyallgr,' 
Your Majesty's most aflfeetioiiattt 

and di^i&l D^ughtw-ijR^iAw^ . i 

jSubj^ and Serv«nl^ 
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The Deposition of Thomas Manhy^ Esquire, a 
Captain in the Royal Napy* 

Haying fa&d re44' to me the following passage, from 

the Copy of a Deposition of Rphert Bidgood, &worn tbe 

6th of June last^ before Lords Spencer and GrenviUe, 

viz. 

^^ I was waiting one day in the anti-room; Captain 

*^ Manby b^d hi$ bat in his. band, and appeared io 

^^ be going away; he was a long time with the 

'^ Princess, and, as I stood on the steps, waiting, I 

^^ looked into the room in which they were, and, in 

^^ the reflection on the looking-glass, I saw them sa* 

'^ lute each other«p»I meaai that they kissed each 

'^ other*8 lips. Captain Manby then went away. 

*^ I then observed the Princess have her handker- 

^ chief in her hands, and wipe her eyes, as if she 

'^ was crying, and went into the drawing-room.'* 

. 1 do solemnly^ and upon my oath, declare, that the said 

passage is a vile and wicked invention ; that it is wholly 

and absolutely false ; that is impossible he ever could have 

seen, in the reftection of any glass, any such thii^ ; as I 

never) upon any occasion, or in any situation, ev^r bad 

the presumption to salute Her Roya) Highness in apy such 

manner, or to take any such liberty^ or offer any such in- 

suit toherpef9Qn. And having had read to me another 

passage, from the s^me Copy of the same Dej^ositiop, in 

which the laid Bobept Qidgood says*-*^ 

^f Ismpectcii Aha^i Captain Manby slept frequently in 

<^ thCib^u^S it was (^ subject of conversation in the 

^^ house. Hiirts were given by the servants ; and I 

^^ believe ih^ otbevs suspecled it as well as myself.** 

I aolem^ly awear, that such suspicion is wholly un« 

fe«nded> aw} that I never did, at Montague House, 

Southend^ Ramsgate East Cliffy or any where eke, ever 
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sleep in any bouse occupied by, or belon^ng to Her Roya 1. 
Highness the Princess of Wales ; aM ^hat there never did 
any thing pass between licr Royal Highness the Princess 
of Wales arid myself, that Ishould be in any degree un- 
ivilling that all the world should have seen. 

fSJgned) tHO. MANBY. 

Sworn at the Public Office, 

Hatton Garden, London, * 

the 23d day of September^ 

1806, before me, 

(Signed) THOMAS LEACH, 



The Deposilim of Thomas Lawrence, of Creek 
Street, Soho, in the Cotmty^ of MiddleseXr 

Portrait Painter^ 

f ' 

' Haying had read to me the following Extract fronia 

CJopy of a Deposition of William Cole, purporting to have; 

been sworn before Lords Spencer and Grenville, the lOth 

day of June, 1806, viz. 
^^ Mr. Lawrence, the painter, used to go to Montligfie 
^^ House about the latter end ojf 1801, when be was 
^^ painting this Princess, and be has slept in tbe house 
^^ two or three' nights together. I have often seen - 
** him al6ne with the Princess' at eleven or "twelve.* 
'^ o'clock at nfght'; he has been there as late as one 
** or two o'clock in the morning'. Oiie nigbt I sa\K 
'' him with the Princess in the blue room after the 
" ladips had letired ; sometime afterwards, when I 
'^supposed he was gone to his' bcd^room, I went to 
^' see that ail was safe, and fbundlhe Miie room door 
" locked, and heard K whispe^in^ in If, and then 

*' *^« went away.'* .. 
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1 do solenafily, and upon my bath^ depose, that hnvlrtg 
received tlie commands of Her Rofyal Highness the Priu* 
oess of Wales to paint Her Royal Htghness's Portrait, 
and that of the Princess Charlotte ; I attended for that 
purpose at Montague Mouse, Black heath, several times 
about the beginning of the year i&Ol, and having been 
informed that Sir William Becchey, upon a similar occa- 
sion, had slept in the house, for the greater convenience 
of executing his painting ; and it having been intimated 
to me, that I miglii probably be allowed the same ad van* 
tage, I signified my wish to avail myself of it ; and ac* 
cordingly I did sleep at Montague House several nights^ 
—that frequently, when employed upon this painting, and 
occasionally, between the close of a day's sitting and the 
time of Her Royal Highness dressing for dinner,! have 
been alone in Her Royal Highness^^ presence ; I have 
likewise been graciously admitted to Her Royal High- 
ness's presence in the evenings, antl remained there till 
twelve, one, and two o^dock ; but, I do solemnly swear, 
I was never alonejn the presence of Her Royal Hlghticss 
in an evening, to the best of my recollection and belief, 
except in one single instance, and that for a short time, ' 
\vnen I remained wi|h her Royal Highness in the blue- 
room, or drawing-room, as I remember, to answer some • 
qnestion which bad bceif pnt to me, at the iiioment I ^m^ 
about to retire togetlier with the ladies in ivaiting, who had 
been previdusly |>rese!it as weH as myself; and, though f 
catinot recollect ftte particnlars of the conversation wbiefi < 
then took place, I do solemnly swc^r, that nothing passed • 
Ijetween Hcf Royal Highness' and^mysdf, which I douUl • 
Itave had the least objection for all th& world to have seen 
and heard* ' And I do fnrtiier, upon my ontfa, solemnly 
deeUre, that I never w«i alone iti tlie prescnbcof Iht 
Royal Hijghness in any other place, 'or in any other way, 
than as above desQribecl; and that aeitfaer, upon* the oc- 
casion lafet mentioned, norupbn any other, was I ever in - 
the presence of Her^lioyal Highness^ in any room what- - 
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eretf with (he door lodied, boUcd, car festened, otherwise 
than in the common and luiial manner, which leares it in 
the power of anj person on the outside of the door to open 

it- 

(Signed) THOMAS LAWRENCE. 

Sworn at the Public Office, 
Hatton Garden, this S4th 
day of September, 1806, 
, before me> 

(Signed) THOMAS LEACIL 



The Deposition of Thomas Edmeades, of Green- 
wichj, in the County of Kent, Surgeon. , 

On Tuesday, May 20, 1806, Z waited upon Earl Moira, l 
hf hiis appointment, who^ having introduced me to. Mr* 
Qonant, a Magistrate for Westminster, proceeded to 
mention a charge preferred against me> by one of the fe- 
male ^rvants of Her Roysd Highness the Princess of 
Wales, of my having said, that Her Rdjral Highness had 
been pr^nant. His Londsbip thon^ a^ked me, if I bad 
not bled Her Royal Highneatt ; and whether, at that time^ 
I did not mention to a servant, that I thought Her Royal 
Highness in the family way } and whether I did not also 
ask, at thi) same time, if the PriHoe had been down to 
Montagoe Hoase* I an^lreiied, that it had ndrer entbred 
my mind that Her Royal H^hHeas wajs In mcb a situBtb>fir 
and that, therefore, certainly, I never mad^ the remafk 
to. any one; nor had I asked whether His Roy^il Bigb* . 
nass bad visited ibi house :-^I said, tbat^ at tbat time, » 
repovtyofthe nature albided to, was ptevnlent; bntthatl 
troatad itfaa thrinfiuamniieof thodig-* ttis JLoidsbip 
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adverted to the circumstances of Her Koyal Highness** 
baying taken a child into her house ; and observed, how 
dreadful mistakes aboiit succession to the throne were^ 
and what confusion might be caused by any claim of this 
child: I observed, that! was aware of it ; but repeated 
the assertion, that I had never thought of such a thing as 
ivas suggested, and therefore considered it impossible, ia 
H manner, that I could have given it utterance; I ob«^ 
served, that I believed, in the first instance, Mr* Stike* 
man, the page, had mentioned this child to Her Royal 
Highness, and that it came from Deptfoird, where I went^ 
when Her Royal Highness first tool^ it, to see if any ill* 
ness prevailed in the family. Mr* Conant observed, that 
he believed it was not an unusual thing for a medical man^ 
when he imagined that a Lady was pregnant, to mention 
bis suspicion to some confidential domestic in the family t- 
—•I admitted the bare possibility, if such had been my 
opinion; but remarked, that the lymust have been re- 
moved, before 1 could have committed myself in so absurd 
a manner. 

Lord Moira, in a very significant manner^ with his 
hands Behind him, his head over one shoulder, his eyes 
diitlcted towards me, with a sort of smile, observed, ^^ that 
he eould not help thinking that there must be something 
in the servant's deposition;'* as if he did not give perfect 
f redit to what'I had said* He observed, that the matter 
was then confined to the knowledge of a few ; and that he 
had hoped, if there bad b^n any foundation for the affi* 
davit, I might have acknowledged it, that the affair 
might have been hushed. With respect to the minor 
question, I observed, that it was not probable that I 
should condescend to ask any such question, as that im« 
puted to me, of a menial servant ; and that I wiis not ia 
: tbe habits of conferring confidentially with servants, Mr* 
\ Conant cautioned me to be on my guard ; as, that if it 
appeared, on further investigation, I had made such in* 
quiry , it might be very unpleasant to me, should it coma 

8b 
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Under the considontion of tfae Privy Council. I said, that 
I considered the report as a malicious one ; and was ready 
to make oath, before any Magbtrate, that I had not, at 
my time, asserted, or even thought, that her Royal 
Highness had ever been in a state of pregnancy since I 
had had the honour of attending the household. Mr. 
Conant asked me, whether, refUlst I was bleeding bee 
Royal Highness, or after I bad performed the operation, I 
did not make some comment on the situation of her 
Koyal Highness, from the stateof the blood ; -and whether 
I recommended the operation : I answered in the nega- 
tire to both questions. I said, that her Royal Highness 
had seat for me to bleed her, and that 1 did not then re- 
collect OR what account. I said, that I had bled her 
Royal Highness twice; but did not remember the dates. 
I asked Lord Moira, whether he intended to proceed in 
the business, or whether I might consider it as at rest, 
that I might have an opportunity, if I thought necessary, 
of consulting my friends relative to the mode of conduct 
I ought to adopt : he said, that if the subject was moved 
w apprized of it ; and that, at pre* 

St I of a few. I left them, and, in 

al ;r consideration, wrote the note, 

ol is a copy, to which I never re- 

a 

tats bis respectful compliments to 
" nature deliberation, after leaving 

" he conversation vhich passed at 

*' ning, be feels it necessary to ad* 

'*' , on the propriety of making the 

** particulars of that conversation known to her Royal 
" Highness the Princess of Wales ; as Mr. Edmeades 
" would be very sorry that her Royal Highness should 
" consider him capaUe of such infamous conduct as that 
^' imputed to \)'ua on the deposition of a servant, by Lord 
*' Moira, this morning. 
" London, May 20, 1806." 
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- 1 liave been enabled to state the Substance of my inter* 
view ivith Lord Moira and Mr. Conant with the more 
particularit J, as I made memorandums of it, within a day 
or two afterwards. And I do further depose, that the 
Papers^ hereunto annexed, marked A. and B* are in the 
hand* writing of Samuel Gillam Mills, of Greenwich afore- 
said, my Partner ; and that he is at present, as I yerily 
believe, upon his road from Wales, through Oloucestm', 
to Bath. 

(Signed) THOS. EDMEADES. 

Sworn at the Public Office, 
Hatton Garden, this 26th 
day of September, 1806, 

(Signed) THOMAS LEACH, 



(A.) 



Memorandums of the Heads of Comer sation between 
Lord Moira, Mr. Lawten, and myself . 

May 14, 1806, 

May ,13; 1806, 1 received a letter from Lord Moira^ of 
which the following is an exact copy : 



Sir, 



S/. JameS'Placey May 13, 1806. 



A particubr circumstonce makes me desire to have the 
pleasure of seeing you, and, indeed, lenders it indispen- 
sable that yoa should take the trouble of calling on me, 
Ai the trial in Westminstor Hail occupies the latter hours 
of the dajj I must beg you iQ be with me as jsarLy as siae 
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o^clpck, to-morrow momijig ; in the. mean time, it will 
be better that you should not apprize aoy one of my hav* 
ing requested you to converse with me. 
I have the honour, Sir, to be 

Your obedient serrant. 

(Signed) MOmA. 

To Mr. Milts. 
This is the Paper A. referred 
io by the Affidavit of Tho- 
mas J^dmeades, sworn be* 
fore me this 26th Septem- 
ber^ 1800^ 

THOMAS LEACH. * 1C 



(B.) 



In consequence* of the above letter I waited on his 
tiordship, exactly at nine o'clock. In less than five mi- 
nutes I was admitted into his room, and by him received 
Very politely. He began the conversation by stating, he 
wished to converse with me on a very delicate subject ; 
that 1 might rely on his honour, that what passed was to 
be in perfect confidence ; It was his duty to his Prince, as 
his Counsellor, to inquire Into the subject, which he had 
known for sometime ; and the'inquiry was due also to my 
character. He then stated, that a deposition had been 
made by a domestic of het Royal Highness the Princess 
of Wales, deposing, as a declaration made by me, that 
li<fr Royal -Highness was pregnant, and that I made in- 
quiries when intervieivs might have taken place with the 
Prince. I answered j that I never bad declared the Pro- 
cess to be with child, nor ever made the inquiries stated; 
- that the deoiaiation was an in£iniou$ j%falsehood**«**Tlii8 
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being expressed with some warmth, his Lordship obserredi 
that I might have made the inquiries very innocently, 
conceiving, that her Royal Highness could not be in 
that situation but by the Prince. I repeated my asseriioa 
of the falsehood of the declaration, adding, that though 
the conversation was intended to be confidential, I felt 
my charactar strongly attacked by the declaration, there* 
fore it was necessary that the declaration should be inves« 
tigated ; I had no doubt but the character I had so maily 
years maintained, would make my assertion believed be- 
fore the deposition of a domestic. I then requested to 
knoAv, what date the declaration bore? His Lordship 
said, he did not remember; but he had desired the Soli- 
citor to meet me, who would shew it me. I then ob- 
served, that I should in confidence communicate to his 
Lordship, why I was desirous to know the date ; I then. 
stated to his Lordship, that soon after her Royjil High- 
ness came to Blackheath, I attended her in an illness, 
with Sir Francis Millman, in which I bled her twice- 
Soon after her recovery, she thought proper io form a re- 
gular medical appointment, and appointed myself and 
Mr. Edmeades to be Surgeons and Apothecaries to her 
Royal Highness; on receiving a warrant for such ap- 
pointment, I declined accepting the honour of being ap- 
pointed Apothecary, being inconsistent with my character, 
being educated as Surgeon, and having had an honorary 
degree of Physic conferred on me ; her Royal Highne5$ 
coudcscended to appoint me' her Surgeon only. His 
Lordship rang to know if Mr. Lowten was come ; he was 
in the next room. His Lordship left me for a few mi- 
nutes, returned, and introduced me io Mr. Lowten witli 
much politeness — as Dr. Mills ; repeating the assurance 
of what passed being confidential. I asked Mr. Lowten 
the date of the declaration, that had been asserted to be 
made by me? He said, in the year 1802. I then, with 
permission of his Lordship, gave the history of my ap- 
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patntment, adding, since then I had nerer seen the Prior- 
cess as a patient. Once she sent for me to bleed her ; I 
was from home ; Mr. Edmeades went ; nor had I visited 
uoy one in the house, except one Mary, and that was in a 
ytry bad case of surgery ; I was not sure whether it was 
before or after my appointment. Mr. Lowten asked me 
the date of it ; I told him I did not recollect. He ob- 
served, from the warmth of my expressing my contradic- 
tion to the deposition, that I saw it in a wrong light; ihi\t 
I might suppose, and very innocently, her Royal High- 
ness to be pr^nant^ and then the inquiries were as inno- 
cently made. I answered, that the idea of pregnancy 
never entered my head ; that I never attended her Royal 
Highness in any sexual complaint; whether sl>e ever had 
any I never knew. Mr. Lowten said, I might think so, 
from her increase of ^ize ; I answered no, I never did 
think her pregnant, therefore could never say it, and that 
the deposition was an infamous falsehood. His Lord- 
thip then observed, that be perceived there must be a, 
mistake, and that Mr. Edmeades was the person meant, 
mrbom he wished to see ; I said, he was then at Oxford, 
and did not return before Saturday ; his Lordship asked, 
if be caine'^tfa rough London; I said, I could not tell. 

^ Finding nothing now arising from conversation, I asked 
to retire ; his Lordship attended me out of the room with 
great politeness, 

i 

When I came home, I sent his Lordship a letter, with 
the date of my warrant, April 10, 1801 ; he answered mj 
letter, with thanks for my immediate attention, and wished 
to see Mr. Edmeades on Sunday morning. This lettier 
came on the Saturday ; early on the Sunday I sent Ti- 
mothy, to let his Lordship know Mr. Edmeades would 
not return till Monday ; on Tuesday I promised be should 
attend, which he did. 
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The preceding Memoranduiu is an exact copy of what 
I made the day after I had seen Lord Moira: 

(Signed) SAM. GILLAM MILLS- 

Croome Jlillj Greenwich^ 
Aug. 20, 1806. 
This is the Paper marked B. 
referred to by the Affida- 
vit of Thomas £dmeades, 
sworn before me this S6lh 
September, 1806, 

(Signed) THOMAS LEACH. 



The Deposition of JonatJian Partridge^ Porter to 

Lord Eardley, at Belvidere. 

\ I remember being informed by Mr. Kenny, Lord 

Eardley's late Steward, now dead, that I was wanted by 
Lord Moira, in town; accordingly I went with Mr* 
Kenny to Lord Moira's, in Saint Jameses-place, on the 
King^s Birth-day of 1804. His Lordship asked mc, if I 
remembered the Princess coming io Belvidcre sofoetime 
heforc? I said, yes, and told him that there were two or 
three ladies, 1 think three, with her Royal Highness, and 
a gentleman with them, who c^ime on horseback; that 
they looked at the pictures in the house, bad their lun« 
cheon there, and that her Royal Highnesses servants 
waited upon them, as I was in dishabille. His Lordship 
asked me whether they went up stairs ? and I told him. 
that they did not. He asked me, how long they staid ? 
and I said, as far ^s I recollected, they did not stay above 
an hour, or an hour and a quarter ; that they waited some 
little time for the carriage, which had gone to the public- 
house, and, till it came, they walked up and down ,^to« 
gether in the portico before the house. His Lordship, in 
the course of what he said to me, said it was a subject of 
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importance, and might be of consequence. His Lordship^ 
finding that I had notliing more to say^ told me I might 

Sometime afterwards, his Lordship sent for me again, 
and asked me, if I was sureof whdt I said, being all that I 
could say respecting the Princess? I said, it was; and 
that I was ready to take my oath of it, if his Lordship 
thought proper* He said, it was very satisfactory; said, 
I might go, and he should not want me any more. 

(Signed) JONATHAN PARTRIDGE, 
Sworn at the County Court of 
Middlesex, in FuUwood's 
Rents, the 25th day of Sep- 
tember, 1806, before me, 

(Signed) THOMAS LEACH, 



The Deposition of Philip Krackeler, one of theFooU 
men of Her Royal Highness the Princess of 
Wales i and Robert Eaglestone, Park Keeper to 
Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales. 

These Deponents say, that on, or about the S8th day 
of June last, as they were walking together across Green- 
wich Park, they saw Robert Bidgood^ one of the Pages 
of her Royal Highness, walking, in a direction, as if he 
were going (from the town of Greenwich, towards the 
house of Sir Jolm Douglas, and which is a difierent road 
from that which leads to Montague House, and they at the 
same time perceived Lady Douglas walking in a direction 
to meet him. And this Deponent, Philip Krackeler, than 
desired the other Deponent to take notice, whether Lady 
Douglas and Mr, Bidgood would speak to each other ; 
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and both of these Deponents observed, that when Lady 
Douglas and Mr. BidgOod met, they stopped, and con- 
wrsed timber for the space of about two or three mi- 
nuees, whilst iff view of iheae Deponents ; but how much 
longer their conversation lasted these Deponents cannot 
say, as they, tliese Deponents, proceeded on their road, 
which took them out of sight of Lady Douglas and Mr. 
Bidgood. 

(Signed) PHILIP KRACKELER- 

ROBT. EAGLESTONE. 

Sworn at the Public Office, 
Hatton Garden, this 27th 
day of September, 1806, 
before me, 

 

(Signed) THOMAS LEACH. 



To the King. 



'' Sire, 



I TRUST your Majesty, who knows my constant 
affection, loyalty, and duty, and the sure confi- 
dence with which I readily repose my honour, 
xx\y character/ my happiness in your Majesty's 
hands, will not think me guilty of any disrespect* 
ful or unduteous impatience; when I thus again 
address myself to your Royal grace and justice. 
, It is. Sire, nine weeks to>day, since my counsel 
presented to the Lord High Chancellor my letter 
to your Mayesty, containing my observations, in 
^vindication of my honour and innocence, upon the 
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Report^ presented to your Majesty by the Com- 
missioners! who had been appointed to examine 
into my conduct. The Lord Chancellor informerf 
my counsiel, that the letter should be conveyed to 
your Majesty oh that very day ; and further, was 
pleased^ in about a week- or ten days afterwards, 
to communicate to my Solicitor, that your Ma- 
jesty had read my letter, and that it had been 
transmitted to his Lordship with directions that it 
should be copied for the Commissioners, and that 
when such copy had been take», the original 
should be returned to your Majesty, 

Your Majesty's own gracious and royal mind 
vill easily conceive what must have been my state 
of anxiety and susj)ence, whilst I have been fondly 
indulging in the hope, th&t every day, as it passed, 
would bring me the happy tidings,that your Majes- 
ty was satisfied of my innocence ; and convinced 
of the unfounded malice of my enemies, in every 
part of their charge. Nine long weeks of daily 
expectation, and suspence, have now elapsed ; and 
they have brought me nothing but disappointrpent. 
I have remained in total ignomnce of what has been 
done, what is doing, or what is intended upon this 
^ubject^ Your Majesty's goodness will therefore 
pardon me, if in the step which I now take, I act 
upon a mistaken conjecture with respiect to the tact. 
But from the Lord Chancellor's communication to 
jny Solicitor, and from the time which has elapsed^ 
I am led to conclude, that your Majesty had direct- 
ed the copy of my letter to be laid before the Com* 
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tnissioners, requiring their advice upon t^€ subject ; 
and, possibly, their official occupations, and their 
other duties to the stats, may not have, as yet, al- 
Joived them the opportunity of attending to it. 
But your Majesty will permit me to observe that^ 
ho^vever excusable this delay may be on their parts^ 
yet it oj)ercites most injuriously upon me; my 
feelings pre severely tortured by the suspence, whilf 
my character is sinking in the opinion of the public. 
It is known that a Report, though acquitting 
me of crime, yet imputing matters highly dis* 
reputfible to my honour, , has been made to your 
Majesty ; — that that Report has been cpmipunicated 
to me ; — that I have endeavoured to answer it; and 
that I still remain, at the endpf nine weeks from 
the delivery of my answer, acquainted wit^ the 
judgment which is formed upon it. May I be 
permitted to observe from the extreme prejudice 
which this delay, however to be accoupted for by 
the numerous important oceupalious of the Com- 
{nissioners, produces to my hpnour ? The wprld, 
in total ignorance of the real state of the facts^ begia 
to infer my guilt from it. I feel myaielf already 
sinking, in the estimation of your Majesty's 9ubjects^ 
as well as of what remains to me of my own familyi 
into (a state intolc^rai^le to a mind conscious of its 
purity and innocence) a state in which my honour 
appears at least equivocal, and my virtue is suspected. 
From this state I hmmbly entreat your Majesty to 
perceive, that I canjiave no hope of being restored, 
. ifotii either your Majesty's favourable opinion sbaill 
\^ graciously notified ta the world, by receiving me 
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again into the Royal Presence, or until the full dis- 
closure of the iacts shall expose the malice of my 
accusers, and do away every possible ground for un- 
favourable inference and conjecture. 

The various calamities with which it has pleased 
God of late to afflict me, I have endeavoured to 
bear, and I trust I have borne with humble resigna- 
tion to the Divine will. But the effect of this in- 
fiimous charge, and the delay which has suspended 
its final termination, by depriving me of the con- 
solation which I should have received from your 
Majesty's presence and kindness, have given a 
heavy addition to them all ; and surely my bitterest 
enemies could hardly wish that they shpuld be in- 
'creased. But on this topic, as possibly pot muqh 
affecting the justice, though it does the hardship, of 
my case, I forbear to dwell. 

Your Majesty will be graciously pleased to re- 
collect, that an occasion of assembling the jRoya) 
Family and your subjects, in dutiful and happy com- 
memoration of her Majesty's Birth-day, is now 
near at hand. If the increased occupations which 
the approach of Parliament may occasion, or any 
other cause, should prevent the Commissioners from 
enabling your Majesty to communicate your pleasure 
to me before that time ; the world will infallibly 
conclude, (in their present state of ignorance), that 
my answer must have proved unsatisfactory, and 
that the in&mous charges have been thought to be 
but too true. 

* These considerations. Sire, will I trust, in your 
Majesty's gracious opinion^ rescue this address 
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rrom all imputation of Impatience. For, your Ma- 
jei8ty*8 sense of honourable feeling will naturally 
suggest^ how utterly impossible it is that I, consci- 
ous of my own innocence, and believing that* the 
malice of my enemies has been completely detected, 
can, without abandoning all regard to my interests, 
my happiness, and my honour, possibly be con- 
tented to perceive the approach of such utter ruin 
to my character, and yet wait, with patience, and in 
silence, till it overwhelms me. 1 therefore take 
this liberty of throwing myself again at your Ma- 
jesty's feet, and entreating and imploring of your 
Majesty's goodness and justice, in pity for my mi- 
serijes, which this delay so severely aggravates, and 
in justice to my innocence and character, to urge 
the Commissioners to an early communication of 
their advice. 

To save your Majesty and the Commissioners all 
unnecessary trouble, as well as to obviate all proba- 
bility of further delay, I have directed a duplicate of 
this letter to be prepared, and have sent one copy of 
it through the Lord Chancellor, and another through 
Colond Taylor, to your Majesty. 

I am. 

Sire, 

» With every sentiment of gratitude and loyalty. 

Your Majesty's most affectionate, 

and dutiful Daughter-in-law, 

Servant and Subject. 

C. P. 

Montagtfe flfi^^e, Dec. 8, 1 8o6. 
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MINUTE OF THE CABINET, Jan. 25, 1807- 



Dawning Street, Jan. 25, I807. 

PRESENT, 

The Lord Chanceli^or, Lord Viscount Howick, 
Lord President, Lord Grenville, 

Lord Privy Seal, Lord Ellen^orouoh, 

Earl Sfencer, Mr, Secretary Windham, 

Earl of MoiRA, Mr. Grenville, 

Lord Henry Petty, 

Your Majesty's Confidential Servants hay^ giveQ 
the most diligent and attentive considers^tion to th^ 
matters on which your Majesty has been pleased to 
require their opinion and advice. They trust your 
Majesty will not think that any apology is necessary 
on their part for* the delay which has attended their 
deliberations, on a subject or such extreme injpoTr 
tance, and which they have found to be of the 
greatest difficulty and embarrassment. 

They are fully convinced that it never can bave 
been your Majesty's intention to require from them, 
that they should lay before your Majesty a detailed 
and circumstantial examination and discussion of 
the various arguments and allegations contained in 
the letter submitted to your Majesty, by the Law 
Advisers of the Princess of Wales. And they beg 
leave, with all humility, to represent to your Ma- 
jesty that the Laws and Constitution of their coun- 
try^ hate not placed them in a 'situation ia lyhidi 
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they can conclusively pronounce on any question 
of guilt or innocence affecting ^ny of your Majesty's 
subjects, much less one of your Majesty's Royal Fa- 
mily, They have, indeed, no power or authority 
whatever to enter on such a course of inquiry as 
could alone lead to any iinai results of such a nature. 
The main question on which they had conceived 
themselves called upon by their duty to submit 
theiradvice to your Majesty was this : Whether the 
circumstances which had, by your Majesty's com* 
mands, been brought before them, were of a nature 
to induce your Majesty to order any farther steps to 
be taken upon them, by your Majesty's Govern- 
ment ? And on this point they humbly submit to 
your Majesty, that the advice which they offered 
was clear and unequivocal. Your Majesty has since 
been pleased further to require, that they should 
submit to your Mstjesty their opinions as to the an- ^ 
swer to be given by your Majesty to the request con- 
tained in the Princess's letter, and as to the manner 
in which that answer should be communicated to 
her Royal Highness. 

They have, therefore, in dutiful obedience to your 
Majesty's commands, proceeded to reconsider the 
whole of the subject, in this new view of it ; and 
after much deliberation, they have agreed humbly 
»to recommend to your Majesty, the draft of a [Mes- 
sage, which if approved by your Majesty, they would 
humbly suggest your Majesty might send to her 
Royal Highness through the Lord Ctiancellor. 

Having before humbly solicited to your Majesty 
their opinion, that the^facts of case did not warrant 
their advising that any further steps should be taken 
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upon it by your Majesty's Goverament, they have 
not thought it necessary to advise your Majesty any 
Jonger to decline receiving the Princess into your 
Royal presence. But the result of the whole case 
docs, in their judgment, rehder it indispensable 
that your Majosty should, by a serious admonition, 
convey. to her Royal Highness your Majesty's ex- 
pectation that her Royal Highness should be more 
circumspect iii her future conduct ; and they trust 
that in the terms in which they have advised, that 
such admonition should be conveyed, your Majesty 
will not be of opinion, on a full consideration of the 
evidence and answer, that they can be considered 
as having at all exceeded the necessity of the case, 
as arising out of the last reference which your Ma- 
jesty has been pleased to make to them. 



The Lord Chancellor has the honour to present 
his most humble duty to the Princess of Wales, 
and to transmit to her Royal Highness the accom- 
panying Message from the King ; which H^r Royal 
Highness will observe, he hasi his Majesty's com - 
mands to communicate to her Royai Highness. 

The Lord Chancellor would have done himself 
the honour to have waited personally upon Her 
Royal Highness, and have delivered it himself; 
but he considered the sending it sealed, as more 
respectful and acceptable to her Royal Highness. 
The Lord Chancellor received the original paper 
from the King yesterday, and made the copy now 
sent in his own hand. 

January Twenty-eighth, ISOJT. 

To Her Royal Highness th$ Princess gf Wales. \ 
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The King having referred to ^his confiden- 
tial Servants the proceeding and papers relative to 
the written declarations^ which had been before* 
His Majesty, respectipg the conduct of the Prin- 
cess of Wales, has been apprised by them, tbat^: 
after the fullest consideration of the ' examinations 
taken on the subject, and of the observations and 
affiidavits brought forward by the Princess of 
. Wales's legal sdvisers, tliey agree in the opinions^ 
submitted to His Majesty in the original Report 
of the four Lords^ by whom His Majesty directed 
that the matter should in the first instance be in- 
quired into ; and that, in the present stage of the 
busin&s, upon a mature and deliberate view of this 
most important subject in all its parts, and bear-. 

* ings, it is their opinion, that the facts of thiscase^ 
do not warrant their advising that any further step 
should be taken in the business by his Majesty*$ 
Government, or any other proceedings instituted 

• uppn it, except such only a^ His Majesty's Law 
Servants may, on reference to them,' think fit to 
rricommend, for the prosecution of Lady Douglas^ 
on those parts of her depositions which may appear 
to them to be justly liable thereto. 

In this situation. His Majesty is advised, that it 
is no longer necessary for him to decline receiving 
the Princess into His Royal Presence. 

The King sees, with great satisfaction, the agree- 
ment of his. confidential servants, in the decided . 
opinion expressed by the four Lords, upon the 
falsehood of the accusations of pregnancy and de^ 
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livery, brought forward against the Princess by 
Lady DoQglas. 

< On the other matters produced in the course of 
the Inquiry, the King is advised that none of 
the facts or allegations stated in preliminary ex- 
aminations, carried on in the absence of the par- 
ties interested, can be considered as legally, or 
conclusively, established. £ut in those examina* 
tions, and even in the answer drawn in the name of 
the Princess by her legal advisers, there have ap* 
pcared ciincuinstances of conduct on the part of the 
Princess, which his Majesty never could regard but 
with serious concern. The elevated rank which the 
Princess holds in this country, and the relation in 
which she stands to his Majesty and the Royal Fa- 
mily, most always deeply involve both the interests 
of the state, and the personal feelings of His Ma* 
jesty, in the propriety and correctness of her con- 
duct. And his Majesty cannot therefore forbear to 
express in the conclusion of the business, his desire 
and expectation, that «uc^ a conduct may in future 
be observed by the Princess, as may fully justify 
those marks of paternal regard and affection, which 
llie King always wishes to shew to every part of His 
Royal Family. 

Hiis MiB^ty has directed that this message should 
\fe transmitted to the Princess of Wales, by his 
Lord Chancellor, and that copies of the proceedings, 
which had taken place on the subje<^t, should also 
be communicated to his dearly befoved Son the- 
Prince of Wates. 
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Sire, 

I HASTEN to acknowledge the receipt pf the pa- 
per, which, by your Majesty's direction, waa yes- 
terdfiy transmitted to tnc, by the Lord Chaqcellor, 
and to express the anfeigned happiness, which I 
have derived from one part of it. " I mean that, 
wbfch iniurms me Uiat your Mojetty^s confidential 
savants have, at length, thou^t proper to co|n- 
tnuntcate to your Majesty, their adviee, '* that it Is 
** no tongn* necessary for your Majesty t« dedine 
" receiving me intp yoar Royal presence." And 
I, diereforc, humbly hope, that your Mi^e«^ will 
be graciously pleased to neeeiye, mtfa favour, (he 
coinmunication of my ioteijitioa to avail myself^ witb 
your Mi^Mty** permission, of tiiat wl?ice, for tbe 
purpose of waiting upon your Mi^esty on Mood^ 
nest, if that day should not be ioeonvenjent ; when I 
hope again to have the happioes? of tl^rowiog myself, 
in filial duty and t^ffectioq, at jrour Majesty's feet. 

Your Majesty ^ efsfty •once-iye, that I re- 
luctantly name so distant a day as Monday, but I do 
not feel myself sufficiently recoye^«i from the 
measles, to venture upon so long a drire at au ear- 
lier day. Feeling, however, ve^ anifipus, to re- 
ceive again as soon as possible, that blessing, of 
which I have ^n «o long deprived, ^f that day 
should happen to be, in apy degree, inco|ive^iedt 
I humbly entreat, and implore, your Majesty't moft 
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gracious and paternal goodness^ to name some other 
day^ as early as possible, for that purpose. 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) C. V. 

To the King. 



Windsor Cattle, January 2Qthj 1 807, 

The King has this moment received the Princess 
of Wales's letter, in which she intimates her inten- 
tion of coming to Windsor on Monday next ; and 
his Majesty, wishing not to put the Princess to the 
inconvenienceof coming to this' place, so immediate- 
ly after her illness, hastens to acquaint her, that he 
shall prefer to receive her in London, upon a day 
subsequent to the ensuing week, which will alsp 
6etter suit His Majesty, and of which he will not 
fail to apprize the Princess. 

(Signed) GEORGE R, 

To the Princes^ offVales^ 



Windsor Castle, February 10, I807, 

As the Princeas of W^les rn^y h?ive been led to 
expect, from the King's letter to her, that he would 
Qx an early day for seeing h^r, flis Majesty things 
it right to acquaint her, that the Prince of Wiales, 
upon receiving the seven^l docufnents, which the 
King directed his Cabinet to transmit to hini, made 
a formal commnnication to him, of his intention to 
put them into the hands of his lawyers ; accompa- 
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I 4 nied by a request, that His Msye^ty would suspend 

any further steps in the business, until the Priace 
of Wales should be enabled to submit to him, the 
statement which he proposed to make. The King 
therefore considers it incumbent upon him to defer 
naming a day to the Princess of Wales, until the 
further result of the Prince s intention shall have 
been made known to him. 

(Signed) GEORGE R. 

7b the Princess of TVales. 



Montague House^ February I2th, ^807. 

Sire, ' ' 

^ I RECEIVED yesterday, and with inexpressible 
pain, your Majesty's last communication. The 
duty of stating, in a representation to your Majesty, 
the various grounds, upon which, I feel the hard- 
ship of my case, and upon which I confidently 
think that, upon a review of it,, your Majesty will 
be disposed to recal your last determination, is a 
duty I owe to myself: and I cannot forbear, at the 
momei\t when I acknowledge your Majesty's letter* 
to announce to your Majesty, that I propose to 
execute that duty without delay. 

After having suffered the punishrhent of banish* 
inent from your Majesty's presence, for seven 
months, pending an Inquiry, which your Majesty 
had directed, into my conduct, affecting both my 
life and n[)y honour; — after that Inquiry had, at 
lengthy terminated in the advice of your Maj'^sty's 



confidential and sworn servants, that there was no 
longer any reason for your Majesty's declining to 
receive me ; — if after your Majesty's gracious cop^ 
munication, which led me to rest assured that your 
Majesty would appoint an early day to receive me.; 
~if after all this, by a renewed application on the 
part of The Prince of Wales, upon whose oommQ* 
nication the first Inquiry bad been directed, I no^ 
find that that punishment, which has been inflicted, 
pending a seven months Inquiry before tbedetermi* 
nation, should, contrary to the opinion of your Ma* 
jesty's servants, be continued after that determina* 
tion, to await the result of soitie new proceedmg, to 
be suggested by the lawyers of the Prince of Wales ; 
it is impossible that I can fail to assert to yom* Ma- 
jesty, with the efteot due totrutb^ that I am,Jq the 
consciousness of my innocence, and with a strong 
sefise of my unmerit^ed sufferings, 

Your Majesty's most dutiful, and roost 

alfectionajte, but much injured Sulj^ject . 
and. Daughter-in-law, i 

(Signed) C P- • 

To the King. 

Sire, 

By my short letter to Your Majesty of the 13th 
instant, in answer to Your Majesty's communicf^^; 
tion of the 10th, 1 notified my intention of repr^ 
senting to Your Majesty the various grounds,. o% 
which I felt the hardship of my case.; and, a jrSr 
view of which, I confidently hoped> •wpul.d disj)9f|^ 
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Yoiir Majesty to recal y<>ur determtnation to ad- 
journ, to an indefinite period, my receptson into 
Your Royal Presence ; a determination, which, in 
addition to all the other pain which it brouglit 
tlong with it, affected me with the disappointment 
oF hopes, which I had fondly cherished, with the 
most perfect confidence, because they rested on 
Your Majesty V gracious assurante. 
. Independently, however, of that communication 
from your Majesty, I shouJd have felt myself 
bound to have troubled Your Majesty with much 
of the contents of the present letter. 

Upon the receipt of the paper which, by Your 
Majesty's commands, was transmitted to me by 
the Lord Chancellor, on the 28th of last month, 
and which communicated to me the joyful intelli 
gence, that Your Majesty was "advised, that it 
" was no longer necessary for you to decline re- 
" .ceivirtg me into Your Royal Presence," I con- 
ceived myself necesrarily called u}K>n to send an 
immediate answer to so much of it as respected 
that intelligenee. I could not wait the time, which 
it would have required, to state those observations, 
which it was impossible for me to refrain from 
making, at some period, upon the other important 
particulars which that paper contained. Accord-- 
ingly, I answered it immediately ; and, as Your 
|tfaj€8ty*8 gracious and instant reply of last Thurs- 
day fortnight, announced to me your pleasure, thkt 
I should be received by YoUt- Majesty, on a day 
subsequent to the then ensuing week, I was led 
tiiost eonfidently^ to assure myself^ that the Ias( 
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week would not have passed^ without ray having 
received that satisfaction. I therefore determined 
to wait in patience, without further intrusion upon 
Yonr Majesty, till I might have the opportunity of 
guarding myself from the possibility of being mis- 
understood, by personally explaining to Your Ma- 
jesty, that, whatever observations I had to make 
upon the paper so communicated to me, on the 
28th ultimo, and whatever complaints respecting 
the delay, and the qaany cruel circumstances which 
had attended the whole of the proceedings against 
me, and the unsatisfactory state, in which^ they 
were at length left by that last communication, they 
were observations and complaints which affected 
those only, under whose advice Your Majesty had 
acted, and were not, in any degree, intended to inti- 
mate even the most distant insinuation against Your 
Majesty's justice or kindness. 

That paper established the opinion, which I , 
certainly, had ever confidently entertained, but the 
justness of which I had not before any document to . 
establish, that Your Majesty had, from the first, 
deemed . tjhis proceedings a high and important 
matter of state, in the consideration of which Your 
Majesty had not fell yourself at liberty to trust to 
your own generous feelings, and to your own Royal, 
and gracious judgment. I never did believe, that 
the cruel state of anxiety , in which I had been kept, 
ever since the delivery of my Answer, (for at least 
sixteen weeks) could be at all attributable to Your 
Majesty; it was most unlike every thing which I. 
had ever experienced from Your Majesty's conde- 



.jite 



209 

^cension, feeling, and justice i and I founds from 
that Paper, that it was to your confidential servants 
I was to ascribe the length of banishment from your 
presence, which they, at last, advised Your Ma- 
jesty, it was no longer necessary should be conti- 
nued. I perceive, therefore, what I always be- 
lieved, that it was to them, and to them only, that 
I owed the protracted continuance of my sufferings, 
and of my disgrace ; and that Your Majesty, consi- 
dering the whole of this proceeding to have been 
instituted and conducted, under the grave responsi- 
bility of Your Majesty's servants, had not thought 
proper to take any step, or express any opinion, 
upon any part of it, but such as was recommended 
by their advice. Influenced by these sentiments, 
and anxious to have the opportunity of conveying 
them, with the overflowings of a grateful heart, to 
Your Majesty, what were my sensations of surprise, 
mortification, and disappointment, on the receipt 
of Your Majesty's letter of the 10th instant, Your 
Majesty may conceive, though I am utterly unable 
to express. 

That Letter announces to me, that his Royal 
Highness the Prince of Wales, upon receiving the 
several documents, which your Majesty directed your 
Cabinet to transmit to hi.m, made a personal com- 
munication to your Majesty of Jiis intention to put 
them into the hands of his Lawyers, accompanied 
by a request, that your Majesty would suspend any 
further steps in the business, until the Piince of 
Wales should be enabled to submit to your Majestjr, 
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tlie statement which he proposed to make ; and it 
also announces to me that your Majesty therefore 
considered it incumbent on you, to defer naming a 
day to me, until the further result of the Prince of 
Wales's intention should have been made known to 
your Majesty, 

This determination of your Majesty, on this re- 
quest, made by his Royal Highness, I humbly trust 
your Majesty will permit me to entreat you, in your 
most griacious justice, to reconsider. Your Majesty, 
I am convinced, must have beeu surprised at the 
time, and prevailed upon by the importunity of the 
Prince of Wales, to think this determination ne- 
cessary, or } our Majesty's generosity and justice 
would never have adopted it And if 1 can satisfy 
your Majesty of the unparalleled injustice, and cru- 
elty of this interposition of the Prince of Wales, at 
such a time, and under such circumstances, I feel 
the most perfect confidence that your Majesty will 
hasten to recall it. 

I should basely be wanting to my own interest 
and feelings, if I did not plainly state my sense of 
that injustice, and cruelty ; and if I did not most 
loudly complain of it. Your Majesty will better 
perceive the just grounds of my complaint, when I 
retrace the course of these proceedings 'from their 
commencement. 

The four noble Lords, appointed by your Majesty 
to inquire into the charges brought against me, in 
their Report of the 1 4th of July last, after having sta- 
ted that His Royal Highness the Prince of Wale* 
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had had laid before him, the charge which was made 
against me by Lady Douglas, and the declaration in 
jsypport of it, proceed in the following manner. 

* " In the painful situation in which his Royal 
^' Highness was placed by these communications^ 
we learnt that His Royal Highness had adopted 
the only coui^se which could, in our judgment, 
with propriety be followed. When informationt 
*^ such as these had been thus confidently alleged^ 
*' and particularly detailed, and had been in fiome 
*^ degree supported by collateral evidence, applying 
^^ to other facts of the same nature, (though going 
*^ to a far less extent.) one lint only could bfe pur^- 
*^ sued. 

Every seqtiment of duty to your Majesty, and 
of concern for the public welfare, required that 
these particulars should inot be withheld from 
your Majesty, to whom more particularly be- 
longed the cognizance of a matter of State^ so 
nearly touching the honour of your Majesty's 
Royal Family, and, by possibility, afiecting thfe 
succession of your Majesty's Crown. 

Your Majesty had been pleased, on your part, 
to view the subject in the same light. Consider- 
^^ ing it as a matter which, on every account, de- 
'^ manded the most immediate investigation, your 
Majesty had thought fit to commit into our hands 
the duty of ascertaining, in the first instance, 
what degree of credit was due to the infprmatiop, 
and thereby enabling your Majesty to dedde 
" what further cpnduct to adopt respecting them/* 

* Report, p. 6. ante. 
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His Royal Highness then^ pursuing, ias the* four 
Lords say, the only course^ which could in their 
judgment, with propriety, be pursued, submitted 
the matter to your Majesty. — Your Majesty direct- 
ed the Inquiry by the four noble Lords. — ^The 
four Lords in their Report upon the case, justly 
acquitted me of all crime, and expressed (I will not 
wait now to say how unjustly) the credit which 
they gave, and the consequence they ascribed to 
other matters, which they did not, however, cha- 
racterize as amounting to any crime.— To this Re- 
port I made my answer. — ^That answer, together 
with the whole; proceedings, was referred by your 
Majesty, to tlie same four noble Lords, and others 
of your Majesty's confidential servants. They ad- 
vised your Majesty, amongst much other matter, 
(which must be the subject of further observations) 
that there was no longer any reason why you should 
decline recieiving me. / 

Your Majesty will necessarily conceive that I 
have always looked upon my banishment from 
your Royal Presence, as, in fact, a punishment, 
and a severe one too. I thought it sufficiently 
hard, that I should have been suffering that punish- 
ment, during the time that this Inquiry has been 
pending, while I was yet only under accusation, and 
upon the principles of the just laws of your Ma- 
jesty's kingdom, entitled to be presumed to be 
innocent,, till i was proved to be guilty. But I 
find this does not app^r to be enough, in the opi- 
nion of the Prince of Wales* For now, when 
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after this long Inquiry, into matters which required 
immediate investigation^ I have been acquitted of 
every thing which could call for my banishment 
from your Royal Presence; — after your Majesty's 
confidential servants have thus expressly advised 
your Majesty that they see no reason why you 
should any longer decline to receive me into your 
presence ; — after your Majesty bad graciously. noti- 
fied to me, your determination to receive me at an 
early day, His Royal Highness interposes the de- 
mand of a new delay ; desires your Majesty not to 
take any step ; desires you not to act upon the ad- 
vice which your own confidential servants have given 
you, that you need no longer decHne seeing me ; — 
not to execute your intention, and assurance, that 
you would receive me at an early day ; — because 
he has laid the documents before his Lawyers, and 
intends to prepare a further statement. And the 
judgment of your Majesty's confidential servants, 
is, as, it were, appealed from by the Prince of 
Wales, (whom, from this time, at least, I mjistbe 
permitted to consider as assuming the character of 
ihy accuser) ; — the justice due to me is to be sus- 
pended, while the judgment of your Majesty's 
sworn servants is to be submitted to the r^ision 
of my accuser's Counsel ; and I, though acquitted, 
in the opinion of your Majesty's confidentkl ser- 
vants, of all that should induce your Majesty to de- 
cline seeing me, am to have that punishment, 
which had been inflicted upon me, during the In- 
quiry, continued after that acquittal, till a fresh 
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Statement is prepared, to be again submitted, for 
aught I know, to another Inquiry, of as extended 
a continuance as that which has just terminated. 

Can it be said that the proceedings of the four 
noble Lords, or of your Majesty's confidential ser- 
vants, have been so lenient, and considerate towards 
me and my feelings, as to induce a suspicion that 
I have been too favourably dealt with by them? 
and that the advice which has been given to your 
Majesty, that your Majesty need no longer decline 
to receive me, was hastily and partially delivered ? 
I am confident, that your Majesty must see the 
yery reverse of this to be the case — ^that I have 
every reason to complain of the inexplicable delay 
which so long withheld that advice. And the 
whole character of the observations with which they 
iKrcompanied it, marks the reluctance with which 
they yielded to the necessity of giving it^ 
. For your Majesty's confidential servants advise 
your Majesty, " that it is no longer necessary for 
•^ you to decline receiving me into yodr Royal 
^^ Presence." If this is their opinion and their ad- 
vice now, why was it not their opinion and their 
advice four months ago, from the date of my an- 
swer ? Nay, why ,was it not their opiniop ancf 
advice from the date even of the original Report 
itself ? For not only had they been in possession 
of my answer for above sixteen weeks, which at 
least furnished them with all the materials on which 
this advice at length was given, but further, your 
Majesty's confidential servants are forward to state. 
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that after having read my observations, and th^ 
affidavits Mrhich they annexed to them, they agree 
in th^ opinions (not in any single opinion upon any 
particular branch of the case, but in the opinions 
generally) which were submitted to your Majesty, 
in the original Report of the four Lords. If there- 
fore (notwithstanding their concurrence in all the 
opinions contained in the Report) they have never* 
theless given to your Majesty their advice, " that 
" it is no longer necessary for you to decline re- 
" ceiving me ;" — ^what could have prevented their 
offering that advice, even from the 14th of July, 
the date of the original Report itself? Or what 
could have warranted the withholding of it, even 
for single moment ? Instead, therefore, of any 
trace being observable, of hasty, precipitate, and 
partial determination in my favour, it is impossible 
to interpret their conduct and their reasons toge- 
ther in any other sense, than as amounting to an: 
admission of your Majesty's confidential servants 
themselves, that I have, in consequence of their 
withholding that advice, been unnecessarily and 
cruelly banished from your Royal Presence, from 
the 14th of July, to the 28th of January, including 
a,space of above six months; and the effect of the 
interposition of the Prince, is to prolong my suffer- 
ings, and my disgrace, under the same banishment, 
to a period perfectly indefinite. 

The principle which will admit the effect of 
such interposition now, may be acted upon again ; 
And the Prince may requii^ a further prolongation. 
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upon fresh statements, and fresh charges, kept 
back possibly for the purpose of being, from time 
to time, conveniently interposed, to prevent, for 
ever, the arrival of that hour, which, displaying 
to the world the acknowledgment of my unmerited 
, sufferings and disgrace, may, at the same time, 
expose the true malicious and unjust quality of the 
proceedings which have been so long carried on 
against me. 

This unseasonable, unjust,, and cruel interposi- 
tion of His Royal Highness, as I must ever deem 
it, has prevailed upon your Majesty to recall, to 
my prejudice, your gracious purpose of receiving 
me, in pursuance of the advice of your servants. 
Do I then flatter myself top much, when I feel as-i 
sured, that my just entreaty, founded upon the 
reasons which I urge, and directed to counteract 
only the effect of that unjust interposition, will in- 
duce your Majesty to return to your original deter- 
mination ? 

Restored however, as I should feel myself, to a 
state of comparative security, as well as credit, by 
being, at length, permitted, upon your Majesty's 
gracious reconsideration of your last determination, 
to have access to your Majesty ; yet, under all the 
circumstances under which I should now receive that 
mark and confirmation of your Majesty's opinion 
of my innoceace, my character would not, I fear, 
stand cleared in the public opinion, by the mere 
fact of your Majesty's reception of me. This re- 
vocation of your Majesty's gracious purpose ha» 
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flung an additional cloud about the whole proceed- 
ing, and the inferences drawn in the public mind, 
from this circumstance, so mysterious, and so per- 
fectly inexplicable, upon any grounds which are 
open to their knowledge, has made, and will leave 
so deep an impression to my prejudice, as scarce 
any thing, short of a public exposure of all that has 
passed, can possibly efface. 

The publication of all these proceedings to the 
world, then, seems to me, under the present cir- 
cumstances, (whatever reluctance I feel against such 
a measure, and however I regret the hard necessity 
which drives -me to it) to be almost the only re- 
maining resource, for the vindication of my honour 
and character. The falsehood of the accusa- 
tion is, by no means, all that will, by' such publica- 
tion, appear to the credit and clearance of my cha- 
racter ; but the course in which the whole proceed- 
ings have been carried on, or rather delayed, by 
those, to whom your Majesty referred the consi- 
deration of them, will shew, that, whatever mea- 
sure of justice I may have ultimately received at 
their hands, it is not to be suspected as arising from 
any merciful and indulgent consideration of me, of 
my feelings, or of my case. 

It will be seen how my feelings had been ha- 
rassed> and my character and honour exposed, by 
the delays which have taken place in these proceed- 
ings : it will be seen, that the existence of the 
charge against me had avowedly been known to the 
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public, from the 7th of June in the last year.-r-t 
say known to the public, because it was on that 
day that the Commisioners, acting, as I am to 
suppose, (for so they state in their Report) under 
the anxious wish, that their trust should he executed 
' with as little publicity as possible, authorised that 
unnecessary insult and outrage upon me, as I must 
always consider it, which, however intended, jgavc 
the utmost publicity and exposure to the existence 
of these charges — I mean the sending two attor- 
pies, armed with their Lordships' warrant, to my 
house, to bring before them, at once, about one 
half of my household for examination. The idea 
of privacy, after an act, so much calculated, from 
the extraordinary nature of it, to excite the greatest 
attention and surprise, your Majesty must feel to 
have been impossible and absurd ; for an attempt 
at secrecy, mystery, and concealment, on my part^ . 
could, under such circumstances, only have been 
construed into the fearfulness of guilt. 

It will appear also, that from that time, I heard 
nothing authentically upon the subject till the 11th 
of August, when 1 was furnished, by your Majesty^s 
commands, with the Report. The several papers 
necessary to my understanding the whole of these 
charges, in the authentic state in which your Ma- 
jesty thought it proper, graciously to direct, that I 
should have them, were not delivered to me till 
the beginning of September, My answer to these 
various charges, though the whole subject of them 
was new to those whose advice I had recourse to^ 
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long as that answer wgs necessarily obliged to be^ 
was delivered to the Lord Chancellor, to be foi?- 
warded to Your Majesty, by the sixth of October'; 
and, from Ihe 6th of October to the 28th of Jai- 
nuary, I was kept in total ignorance of the effect oC 
that answer. Not only will all this delay be appa'- 
rent, but jt will be generally shewn to the world 
how Your Majesty's servants had, in this important 
l>a8ine^, treated your daughter-in-law, tlie PrincesS 
of Wales; and what measure of justice she, a fe^ 
male, and a strar^ger in yqur land, has experienced 
at their bands* 

Undoubtedly against such a proceeding I ba^e 
ever felt, and still feel^ an almost invinci|)le repug^ 
nance. Every sentiment of delicacy, with which i 
fenutle inind roust shrink from the act of bringing 
before tl^e public i|qch chs^rges, however conscious 
pf their seandal and fs^lsity, and however clearl]^ 
that scandal and falsity may h,p manifested by the 
aaf wer to those chai^;es ;-T:rthe respect still due froni 
me, to persons employed in authority under youi 
JWlajesty, however little respect \ may ^^ave re^ 
ceive4 from ^hem ;-T:my duty to Hi^ ^03^2^! High^ 
ne&s thq Prince of Wales ;- — my regard for all thi# 
members of your august Family ;*— my esteem, my 
duty, my gratitude to your Majesty, — my afiection^ 
ate gratitude fo^ all the paternal kindness, which I 
have ev^r experienced from you ; — ^^my anxiety, not 
onlyto^avqi^ the rislc of giving any offence or difk^ 
pleasure to your Majesty, but also to fly^ from every 
pGcasion of creating the slightest sentiment of un« 
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easiness in the mind of your Majesty, whose happi- 
ness it would be the pride and pleasure of my life 
to consult and to promote ; and these various senti- 
ments have compelled me to submit, as long as hu- 
man forbearance could endure, to all the unfavour- 
ableinferences which were, through this delay, daily 
increasing in the public mind. What the strength 
Und efficacy of these motives have been. Your Ma- 
jesty vvill do me the justice to feel, when you are 
pleased, graciously, to consider how long I have 
been contented to suffer those suspicions to exist 
against my innpcence, which the bringing before 
the public of ipy accusation and my defence to it, 
would so indisputably and immediately have 
dispellisd. 

The ipeasure, however; of making these pro- 
ceedings public, vv^hatever piode I can adopt (con- 
sidering especially the absolute impossibility of suf- 
fering any partial production of them, jind the ne- 
cessity that, if for any purpose any part of them 
should be produced, the iyhole must be brought 
before the public) remains surrounded with all the 
«objectjon^ which I have enumerated ; and nothing 
could ever have prevailed upon me, or can now 
even prevail upon me to have recourse to it, but an 
imperiqus sense of indispensible duty to my future 
safety, to vfiy present character and honour, and to 
the feelings, the character^ and the interests of my 
' child. I ha.d flattered myself, when once this long , 
proceeding should hsfve terminated; in my recep- 
tion into Your Majesty*s presence, that that dircuiQ<» 
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Mance alone would have so strongly implied myt in- 
nocence of all that had been brought againt me, as 
to have been perfectly sufficient for my honour and 
my security ; but accompanied, as it now must be, 
with the knowledge of the fact, that Your Majesty 
iias been brought to hesitate upon its propriety, and 
accompanied also with the very unjustifiable obser- 
vations, as they appear to me, on which I shall pre- 
sentty proceed to remark ; and which were made 
hy your Majesty's servants^ at the time when they 
gave you their advice to receive me; I feel myself 
in a situation^ in which I deeply regret that I cannot 
rest, in silence, without an immediate reception 
into your Majesty's presence; nor, indeed, with 
that reception, unless it be attended by other cir- 
cumstances, which may mark my satisfactory ac- 
quittal of the charges which have been brought 
against me* 

It shall at no time be said, with truth, that I 
fihrunk back from these infamous charges ; that I 
crouched before my enemies, and courted them, by 
my submission into moderatidn ? No^ I have ever 
boldly defied them. I have ever felt and still feel, 
that, if they should think, either of pursuing these 
accusations, or of bringing forward any other which 
the wickedness of individuals may devise, to affect 
my honour ; (frince my conscience tells me, that 
they must be, as base and groundless as those 
brought by Lady Douglas,) while the witnesses to 
the innocence of my conduct, are all living, I should 
be able to dispmve them all ; and^ whoever may 
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an4 malice. But should these accusations be re- 
newed ; or any other be brought forward, in any 
future time, death may, I knoW not how soon, re- 
move from my imiocence its best security, and de- 
prive me. of the means of my justification, and my 
defence. 

There are therefore other measures, which I 
trust your Majesty will think indispensable to be 
taken, for my honour, and for my security. Amongst 
these, I most humbly submit to your Majesty my 
most earnest entreaties that the proceedings, inelu- 
ding not only my first answer, and my letter of the 
8th of December, but this letter alfto> my be direc- 
ted by your Majesty to be so preserved and depo- 
sited, as that they may, all of thenx^ securely remain 
permanent authentic documents and memorials, of 
this accusation and of the manner in which I met 
it ; of my defence^ as well as of the charge. That 
they may remain capable at any time, of beihg re-- 
sorted to, if the malice whidi produced the charge 
originally, shall ever ventune to renew it* 

Beyond this, I am sure your Majesty will think 
it but proper and just, that I should be restored, in 
every respect, to the same situation, from whence 
the proceedings, under these false chai^ea^ have 
removed me. That, besides being graciously re- 
ceived, again, into the bosom of your Majesty's 
Boyal Family^ restored to my former respect and 
station amongst them, your Majesty will be grdcU 
ously pleased^ either to exert your influence;^ witil 
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His Royal Highne^ the Prince of Wale», that I 
may be restored to the use of my apartment ia 
Carlton House^ which was reserved for me, except 
while the apartments were undergoing repair, tiU 
the date of these proceedings ; or to assign to me 
some apartment in one of your Royal Palaces. 
Some apartment in or near to London is indispen^ 
sably necessary for my convenient attendance at the 
Drawing-room. And if I am not restored to th«t 
at Carlton House, I trust your Majesty will graci- 
ously perceive, how reasonable it is, that I should 
request, that some apartment should be assigned 
to me, suited to my dignity and situation, which 
may mark ray reception and acknowledgment, 
as one of your Majesty*s family, and from which 
my attendance at the Drawing-room may be easy 
and convenient. 

If these measures are taken, I should hope that 
they would prove satisfectory to the public mind, 
and that 1 may fee! myself fully restored in public 
estimation, to my former character^ And should 
they prove so satisfactory, I shall indeed be delight- 
ed to think, that no further step may, even now^ 
appear to be necessary to my peace of mind, my 
security, and my honour. 

But your Majesty will permit me to say, that if 
the next week, which will make more than a 
month from the time of your Mqesty s informing 
tne that you would receive me, should pass without 
my being received into your prtsttce, and without 
having the assurance that these other requests of 
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mine shall be complied with ; I shall be under the 
painful necessity of considering them a« refused. 
In which case> I shall feel myself compelled^ how^ 
ever reluctantly, to give the whole of these pro- 
ceedings to the world. Unless your Majesty can 
suggest other adequate means of securing my 
honour and my life, from the effect of the continu-: 
ance or renewal of these proceedings, for the future, 
as well as the present. For I entreat your Ms^sty 
to believe, that it is only in the absence of all other 
adequate means, that I can have resort to that 
measure. That I consider it with deep regret ; 
that I regard it with serious apprehension, by no 
means so much on account of the e^ect it may baye 
upon myself; as on account of the pain which it 
may give to Your Majesty, your august Family, 
and your loyal subjects. 

As far as myself am concerned, I am aware of the 
observations to which this publication will esjK^e 
me. But I am placed in a situation in which ] jbav^ 
the choice only of two most unpleasant alternatives. 
And I am perfectly confident that the imputations 
and the loss of character which must, undj^r th^ 
circumstances, follow from my silence, are most 
injurious and unavoidable; that my silence, under 
such circumstances, must lead inevitably to my 
utter infamy and ruin. The publication, on the 
other hand, will expose to the world nothing, which 
is spoken to by any witness (whose infamy a^ 
4i8credjit is not unanswerably exposed and establish- 
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character, for honour, virtue, and delicacy. 

There may be circumstances disclosed, manifest-* 
ing a degree of condescension and familiarity in my 
behaviour and conduct, which in the opinions of 
many, may be considered as not sufficiently guarded,, 
dignified, and reserved. Circumstances however 
which my foreign education, and foreign habits, 
misled me to think, in the humble and retired 
situation in which it was my fate to live-, and 
where I had no relation, no equal^ no friend to 
advise me, were wholly free from offence. But 
when they have been dragged forward, from the 
scenes of private life, in a grave proceeding on a 
charge of High Treason and Adtiltery^ they seem 
to derive a colour and character, from the nature 
of the charge, which they are brought forward to 
support. And I cannot but believe, that they have 
been used for no other purpose than to afford a 
cover, to screen from view the injustice of that 
charge; that they have been taken advantage of, 
to let down my accusers more gently ; and to de- 
prive me of that full acquittal on the Report of the 
four Lords, which my innocence of all offence most 
justly entitled me to receive.. 

Whatever opinion however may be formed upon 
any part bf my conduct, it must in justice be form- 
ed, with reference to the situation in which I was 
placed; if I am judged of as Princess of Wales, 
with reference to the high rank of that station, 1 
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roust be judged as Princess of Wales, banished 
from the Prince, unprotected by the support and 
the countenance, which belong to that station ; 
and if I am judged of in my private character, as a 
married woman, I must be judged of as a wife 
banished from her husbaiid, and living in a widowed 
seclusion from him, and retirement from the world. 
This last consideration leads me to recur to an ex- 
pression in Mr. Lisle's examination, which de- 
scribes my conduct, in the frequency and the man- 
ner of ray receiving the visits of Captain Manby, 
though always in the presence of my ladies, as un- 
becoming a married woman. Upon the extreme 
injustice of setting up the opinion of one woman, 
as it were, in judgment upon the conduct of ano- 
ther ; as well as of estimating the conduct of a per- 
. son in x^y unfortunate situation, by reference to 
f^h^t, which might in general be expected from a 
J^arried woman, living happily with her husband", 
I.^^ have before generally remarked : But beyond 
these general remarks in forniing any estimate of 
my conduct, your Majesty will qever forget the very 
fecuhar circumstances and misfortunes of my situ- 
ation. Your Majesty will remember that I had 
not been much above a year in this country, when I 
^ received the following letter from His Royal High- 
ness the Prince of Wales. 
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** IVinds&r Castle, 
April 30, 1796. 
** Madam, 

" As Lord Chplmondely informs me that yoa 
wish I would define^ in writing,* the tetpas 
upon which we are to live, I shall endea- 
vour to explain myself upon that head, with 
as much clearness, and with as much propriety, 
** as the nature of the subject will admit. Our in- 
'^ dinations are not in our ]X)wer, nor should either 
" of us be held answerable to the other, because 
'^ nature hasr not made us suitable to each other. 
>^ Tranquil and comfortable society is, however, if| 
** our power; let our intercourse, therefore, be 
^^ restricted to that, and J will distinctly subscribe 
to the eondition^f- which you required, through 
Lady Cboimondeley, that even in the event of 
any accident happening to my daughter, which 
I trust Providence in its mercy will avert, I 
shall not infringe the terms of the restriction by 
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• The substance of this letter had been previously conveyed m n tnes- 
sage through Lord Cholmondeley to ber Royal Hi|^ness. But H was 
thought by her Reyai Highness, tu be infinitely too important to re&t 
merely upon a verbal communication, and therefore she desired that bis 
)(oyal Highnesses pleasure upon it should be comaiunieated to hftr Hk 
writingw 

f Upon the receipt of the message alluded to, in the foregoing note, 
iFter Royal Highness, though she had nothing to do but to submit t* t6e 
arrangement which his Royal Highness might determine upon^ defcirti 
it might be understood, that she should insist that any such arrange* 
ment if once made, should be considered as final. And that his Royal 
Highness should not retain the right, from time to time, at bis ptesiiui^, 
<>r QQdcr any curcumstances^ to alter it* 
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proposing at any period, a connection of a more 
particular nature. I shall now finally close this 
disagreeable correspondence/ trusting that, as 
** we have completely explained ourselves to each 
^* other, the rest of our lives will be passed in un- 
^^ interrupted tranquillity. 
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^^ I am, Mddam, 
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With great trutht 

<*> Very sincerely yours. 



(Signed) 



'« GEORGE Fr 
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And that to this letter I isent the following answer r 
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*^ L'aveu de voire conversation avec Lord 
^^ Cholmondely, he m'^tonne, ni ne m*offense.' 
*^ C'^toit me confirmer, ce que vous m'avez ta- 
citement insiriu^ depuis une ann^e. Mais il y 
auroit apr^s cela, un m-anque de delicatesse ou, 
pour mieux dire, une bassesse indigne de me 
plaindre des conditions^ que vous vous impose? h. 
^^ vous-mdnie* 

" Je ne vous aurois point fait de reponse, si 
*^ votre lettre n'etoit con^ue de mani^re a faire 
" douter, si cet arrangement vient de vous, ou de 
*^ moi; et vous savez que vous en avez seal 
** rhonneur. La lettre que vous m'announcex 
** com me la derni^re, m'oblige de comimuniqueir 
^* au Koi, comme k mon Souverain, et ^.mqn 
" Pere, votre aveu et iha reponse. Voiis troavt* 
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^ rez ci-incluse la copie de. celle que j'^cris au 
^ Roi. Je vaus en pr^viens pour ne pas m atti- 
rer de votre part la moindre reproche de dupli- 
city. Coinme je n'ai dans ce moment, d'autre 
protecteur que Sa Majesty, je m'en rapporte 
uniqueroent d lui. £t si ma conduite nierite 
son approbation^ je serai, du moins en partie, 
** consol^e. 

" Du reste, je conserve toute la recounoissance 
•^ possible de ce que je me trouve par votre 
** moyen, comme Princesse de Galles, dans une 
" situation a pouvoir me hvrer sans contrainte, & 
" une vertu chfere ^ mon coeur, je veux dire la 
*^ bienfaisance. Ce sera pour moi un devoir d'agit 
" de plus par un autre motif, savoir celui de don- 
^^ ner Texemple de la patience, et de la r^ignation 
dans toutes sortes d'^preuves. Rendez^moi la 
justice deme croire, que je ne cesserai jamais de 
^^ faire des voeux pour votre bonheur, et d'etre 
^^ votre bien d^vouee."* 

(Signed) « CAROLINE." 

" CeSdeMai, 1796." 



 TRANSPIRATION. 

The avowal of your conversation with Lord Cholmondely^ neitlier sur- 
prises, nor ofTendfi me. Itinerely conBrmed what you have tacitly insinu* 
JKted for this t\«elve-nionth. Bat after this, it would be a want of delicacy, 
cur rather an unworthy meanness in nie, were I to complain of those ccn- 
^tions which yba imposis upon yourself. 

^ I should have teturned no answer to your letter, if it had not, been con- 
«e»fe4 an terms t« make it doubtful| whether this arrangement proceeds 
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Tli€ date of his Royal Highness's letter is th^ 
SOib of April, 17y6. The date of our marriage^ 
your Majesty will recoftect, is the 8th day of April, 
in the year 1795, and that of the birth of our only 
child the 7th of January, 179&* 

Oo the letter of his Royal Highness I offer ncj' 
comraent, I only entreat your Majesty not to unt 
derstand me to introduce it, as affording any sup^ 
posed justification or excuse, for the least departure 
from the strictest line of virtue, or the slightest 
deviation from th^ naost reiined delicacy. Th^ 
crime, which has been insinuated against me, woul4 
be equally crioainal and detestable ;'the indelicacy 
imputed to me would be equally odious and abomir 
nable, whatever renunciation of c.onjiigal authority 
and afiection, the above letter of his Royal Highr 
cess, might in any construction of it be supposed 

from jou or fvom me, and you are a^rare that the credit of it below^s to 
you alone. 

The letter which you announce to me as the last, obliges me to comnu- 
Bicate to the King, as to my Sovereign and my Father, both your avowal 
and my answer. You will find enclosed the copy of my letter to the King.. 
] apprize you uf it; that I may not incur the slightest reproach of dupli- 
•ity from you. As I have at this moment m> protector but his Majesty, t 
lefer myself solely to him ujion this subject, and if my conduct meeU his 
approbation, I shall be in some degree at least consoled. I re^rtin every 
sentiment of gratitude for the situation in whkh I/ind myself, as Princess 
of VValej;, enabled by yoiu* meaosj to indulge in the free exercise of a vir- 
tue dear to my heart, I mean charity. 

It will be my duty likewise to act upon another motive, that of giving 
an exampte of patience and resignation under every trial. 

Do me the justice to belkve that 1 shall never cease to pray lor your 
happiness, and to be - . 

Yoor mttcb> devoted 

GAROUlftE* 

6tbofMay, 1796* ... 
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to have conveyed. Such crimes, and faults, derive 
tiot their guilt from the consideration of the conju- 
gal virtues of the individual, who may be the most 
injured by them, however much such virtues mdif 
aggravate their enormity. No such letter^ there- 
fore, in any construction of it, no renunciation of 
conjugal aflfectjon or dutiies, could ever palliate 
them. But whether conduct free from all crime, 
free from all indelicacy, (which I maintain to b^ 
the character of the conduct to which Mrs. Li«le^s 
observations ap^jly,) yet possibly not so measured, 
as a cautious wife, careful to avoid the slightest ap- 
pearance, of not preferring her husband to all the 
world, might be studious to observe. Whether 
conduct of such description, and possibly, in such 
sense, not becoming a married woman, could be 
justly deemed, in my situation, an offence in me ; 
I must leave to youx Majesty to determine. 

In making that determination, however, it will 
hot escape your Majesty to consider, tivat th§ con- 
duct which does or does not become a married wo- 
man materially depends upon what is, it is not 
known by her to be agreeable to her husband. His 
pleasure and happiness ought unquestionably to b^ 
her law; and his approl;)ation the most favotlritct 
object of her pursuit. Different characters of men 
require different modes of conduct in their wives, 
but when a wife can no longer be capable of per- 
ceiving from time to tim^, what is agreeable or of- 
fensive to her husband, wheq her conduct can no 
longer contribute to his happiness, no longer hopa 
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to be rewarded .by his approbation, surely taeX:* 
amine that conduct by the standard of what ought, 
in general, to be the conduct of a married wosnan, 
l» altogether unreasonable an>l unjust. , 

What then is my case ? Your Majesty will do 
me the justice to remark^ that, in the above letter 
of the Prince of Wales, there is not the most dis- 
tant surmise^ that crloie, that vice, that indelicacy 
of any description, gave occasion to bis determina- 
tion ; and all the tales of infamy and discredit, 
which the inventive malice of my enemies has 
.brought forward on these charges, have their date, 
yeary, and years^ after the period to which 1 am 
pow alluding. What then, let me rep€a]t;the ques- 
tion, is my case? After the receipt of the above 
letter, and in about two years from my arrival in 
this country, I had the misfortune entirely to lose 
the support, the countenance, the protection of 
tnv husband — I was banished, as it were, into a sort 
of humble retirement, at a distance from him, and 
almost estranged from the whole of the Royal Fa- 
mily. 1 had no means of having recourse, either 
for society or advice, to those, from whom my in* 
experience could have best received the advantages 
of the one,^ and with whom I could, most be- 
comingly, have enjoyed the comforts of the other ; 
and if in this retired, unassisted, unprotected state^ 
without the check of a husband's authority,, W7th^ 
out the benefit of his advice, without the comfort 
and support of the society of his family, a stranger 
to the habits and fashions of this country, I shouldjj 
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in any instance, under the influence of foreign har 
bits^ and foreign education^ have observed.a con* 
duct, in any degree deviating from the reserve and 
severity of British manners; and partaking of a con- 
descension and familiarity which that reserve and 
severity would, perhaps, deem beneath the dignity 
of my exalted rank, I feel confident^ (since such 
deviation iHrill be seen to have been ever consistent 
with perfect innocence), that not only you,r Ma- 
jesty's candour and indulgence, but the candour and 
indulgence, which, notwithstanding the reserve and 
severity of British manners^ always belong to the 
•British Public, will never visit it with severity Qr 
censure. 

' It remains for me now to make some remarks 
upon the further contents of the paper, which was 
transmitted to me by the Lord Chancellor^ on tl^ 
28th utt. And I cannot, in passing, omit to reqiark^ 
that that paper has neither title, date, signature, nor 
attestation; and unless the Lord Chancellor had 
accompanied it with a note, stating, that it was co- 
pied in his own hand from the original, which his 
Lordship had received from your Majesty^ I should 
have been at a loss to have perceived any single 
mark of authenticity belonging to it ; and as it is, I 
am wholly unat)le to discover what is the true cha- 
racter which does belong to it. It contains^ indeed, 
the advice which your Majesty's servants have of* 
fered to your Majesty, and the Message whieh^ bq* 
cording to that advice^ your Majesty directed to be 
delivered to me^ 

Hfe 
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Coiuideriog it, therefore! wholly as their act, your 
Majesty will excuse and pardon me, if, deeply in- 
jured as I feel myself to have been by them, I ex^ 
press myself with freedom upon^heir conduct. I 
may speak^ perhaps^ with warmth^ because I am. 
provoked by a sense of gross injustice; I shall 
speak certainly with firmness and with courage, 
because I am emboldened by a sense of conscious 
innocence. 

Your Majesty*8 confidential servants say, " they 
agree in the opinions of the four Lords/ and they 
say this, " after the fullest consideration of my ob- 
servations, and of the affidavits which were annexed 
to them.'* Some of tfiese opinions, your Majesty 
will recollect, are, that " William Cole, Fanny 
Lloyd, Robert Bidgood, and Mrs. Lisle, are wit- 
nesses who cannot,** in the judgment of the four 
Lords, " be suspected of any unfavourable bias j*' 
arid" whose veracity, in this respect, they had seeii 
*^ no ground to question ;" and " that the circum- 
' ^^ stances to which they speak, particularly as re- 
*^ lating to Captain Manby, must be credited until 
' *^ they are decisively contradicted." Am I then 
to understand your Majesty^s confidential servants 
' to mean, that they agree with the four Noble 
Lords in these opinions ? Am I to understand, that 
"after having read, with tlie fullest consideration, 
'the observations which I have ofifered to your Ma- 
*jesty ; after having seen William Cole there proved 
'to have submitted himself, five times at least, to 
"private, unauthorized^ voluntary examination by 
Sir John Douglas's Solicitor, for the express pur* 
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pose of confirming the statement of Lady Douglaf / 
(of that Lady Douglas, whose statement and depo* 
sition they are convinced to be so malicious and 
feise, that they propose to institute such prosecu* 
tion against her, as your Majesty's Law Officers 
may advise, upon a reference, now at length, after 
six months from the detection of that malice and 
falsehood, intended to be made)-— lifter having 
seen this William Cole, submitting to such repeated 
voluntary exam4natioHs for such a purpose, and 
although he .was all that time a servant ofi my este- 
Wishment, and eating my bread, yet never once 
communicatiug to me, that such examinations were 
going on — am I to understand, that your Majesty's 
confidential servants agree with the four Lords' in 
tiiinking, that he cannot^ under such circumstanceSj 
he suspected of unfavourable biqs ? That aflet 
having had pointed out to them the direct, flat 
contradiction between the same William Cole and 
Fanny Lloyd, they nevertheless agree to think 
them jboth i(though in dicect contradidtion to each 
other, yet both) witnesses, whose veradty they see 
no ground to question ? Afler having seen Fanny 
Lloyd direcjtly and positively contradicted^ iu an 
assertion, most injurious to my honour^ by Mr; 
Mills and Mr. Edmeades, do they agree in opinion 
with the four Noble Lords, t^t they see it<^ 
ground to question her "oeracitjf 9—^ASter having 
read the observations on Mr. Bidgood's evidence ; 
afler haying seen^ that he had the hardihood tQ 
•wear, that he believed Captain Manby slept in 
jny house* at Southend^ and to insinuate that he 
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sl^ in my bed-^^oo^i ; after having seen that li« 
^nd^ himself on this most false fact, and most 
^ulapd wicked insinuation, upon the circumstance 
of obserying a bason and some towels where h$ 
thou^t they pught not be placed ; after having 
seen that this iact, and this insinuation, were dis« 
f roved before .tlie four Noble Lords themselye^y 
l>y two maid-servants, who, at that time, livec^ 
^di me ajt SoutHend, and whose duties about my 
person, and my apartments, must have made* them 
acquainted with, this fect^ as asserte;d, or as insir 
nuated^ if it had happened ; after havipg observed 
tjDo, in confirmation of their testimony, that one pf 
ijhe^ mentipned the name of another female serv^t 
(ifl^o waj^ i^ot examined), who had, fix)m her.situa^ 
tion^equal ndeans of knowledge with themselves--^ 
I ask whether, after all this decisive weight of con-r 
trafliction to Robert Bidgood's testimony, I am ti| 
miderst^nd your Majesty's confidential servants tq 
igre^ with the fp^r Noblet Lords in thinking, that 
jj^f. Bidgood is a witness, yvY\o cannot be. suspected 
cf unffpvourable bias^ and that tl^ere is no grwn4 
to question his yeraqityt ^y Sire, I were to g^ 
through all the remarks^ of this description^ whiipk 
occur tp me to mal^e, i should be c^liged to x^ 
peat nearly all my fornier observation^ and to 
inake this letter as long as my o^igin^l answ^ ; bi^t 
to that toswer I confidently appeal, and I .will yeii^ 
ture to challenge your IV^^tjesty's cpnfidential ,«ert 
yante to find ^ single iffipartial, and hoaoumble 
man, unconnected i|i. fee}ipg a^d interest with the 
|farties;i and unconinected in CouncH* ^ith th^M 
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tvho have already pledged theniselv^ to an opinioti 
upon this subject, who will lay his hand upon his 
heart, and say that these three witnesses, on whom 
]that Rjeport «o mainly relies, are not to be suspected 
of the grossest partiality, and that their veracity is 
not most fundamentally impeached. 

^as it then noble, wa3 it generous, was it manlyj 
l?ras it just, in your Majesty's confidential servants^ 
instead of fairly admitting the injustice, which had 
been, inadvertently, and unintentionally, no doubt, 
done to qne, by the four Noble Lords in their Re- 
port, upon the evidence <if these witnesses^ to state 
to your Majesty, that they agree with these Nobl^ 
Lprdjs in their opinion, though they cannot, it 
seems^ go the length of agreeing any longer to 
irithhold the swivice, which restores me to your 
Majesty's presence ? And with respect to the par- 
ticulars to my prejudice, remarked tipon in the 
Report lis those " which justly deserve the most 
f^ serious consideration, and which mustbecrediteii 
ff till decisively contradicted," instead of fairly 
avowing, either ths^ there was originally no pre** 
tence for such a remark, or that, if there had been 
Of igiualiy, yet that my answer had given that de-^ 
cisive contradiction which was sufficient to discredit 
them; instejul, I say, of acting this just, honest, 
aljd, open, part, to take no notice what^oever of 
fiaose cotitradicttons, and content themselves with 
Mjing, that " hone 6f the fects oi' allegation^ 
^ stated io prelimmary examinations, carried on in 
" the absence c^ the parties interested, could be con- 
^ sideredas kgatly or irowdn^w^ estabiisjied ?'* 
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They agree in the opinion that the facts or alle- 
gations^ though stated in preliminary examination^ 
carried on in the absence of the parties interested, 
must Be credited till decisively contradicted^ and 
deserve the most serious consideration. They read, 
with the fullest consideration, the contradiction 
which I have tendered to them ; they must have 
known, that no other sort of contradiction could; 
by posfiibiiity, from the nature of thipgs, have been 
offered upon such subjects ; they do not question 
the truth, they do not point out the insufficiency of 
the contradiction, but in loose, general, indefinite, 
terms, referring to my answer, consisting, ad it 
does, of above two hundred written pages, and 
coupling it with those examinations (which they 
admit establish nothing against an absent party) 
they advise your Majesty, that " there appear 
many i^ijrcumstances of condyet, which coukl not 
be regarded by your Majesty without serious 
concern ;" and that, as to al) the other hcte and 
allegations, except those relaitive to my pregnancy 
and delivery, they are not to be considered as 
'^ legally and conclusively established,'' because 
qx>ken to in preliminary examinations, not carried 
on in the presence of the parties concerned. They 
do not, indeed, expressly assert, that my cpntra* 
diction was not decisive or satisfactory; they do 
not expressly state, that they think the ikets and 
allegations want nothing towards ' their leg^l and 
conclusive establishment, but a re-examina^mi in 
the presence of the parties interested, but they g6 
fiur to imply such opinions. Hiat those opinions are 
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Utterly untenable, against the observations I have 
made upon the credit and character of those wit- 
nesses, I shall ever most conBdently maintain ; but 
that those observations leave their credit wholly un- 
affected, and did not deserve the least notice from 
your Majesty's servants, it is impossible that any 
honourable man can assert, or any fair, and unpre- 
judiced, mind believe. 

I now proceed. Sire, to observe, very shortly, 
upon the advice further given to your Majesty as 
contained in the remaining part of the paper ; which 
has represented that, both in the examinations,, and 
even in my answer there have appeared many cir- 
cumstances of conduct which coiild not be regarded 
but with serious concern, and which have suggested 
the expression of a desire and expectation^ that such 
a conduct may in future, be observed by me, as may 
fully justify these marks of paternal regard and affec- 
tion, which your Majesty wishes to shew to all your 
Royal Family. 

And here. Sire, your Majesty will graciously per- 
mit me to notice the hardship of the advice, which 
has suggested to your Majesty, to convey, to me 
this reproof. I complain not so much for what 
it does, as for what it does not contain; I mean 
the absence of all particular mention of what 
it is, that is the object of their blame. The 
circumstances of conduct, which appear in these 
examinations, and in my answer to which they 
allude as those which may be supposed to jus- 
tify the advice, which has led to this reproof, 
since your Majesty's servants have not particularly 
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mentioned tliem^ I cannot be certain that I know* 
But I will venture confidently to repeat the asser^ 
tion, which I have^ already made^ that there are no 
circumstances of conduct, spoken to by any wit- 
ness, (whose infamy and discredit are not unan- 
swerably exposed, and established,) nor any where 
apparent in my answer which have the remotest 
approach either to crime, or to indelicacy. 

For my future conduct. Sire, impressed with 
every sense of gratitude fpr all former kindn^s, I 
shall be bound, unquestionably, by sentiment aa 
well as duty, to study your Majesty's pleasure* 
Any advice which your Majesty may wish to give 
to me in respect of any particulars of my conduct, 
I shall be bound, and be anxious to #bey as my 
law. But I must trust that your Majesty will 
point out to me the particulars, which may happen 
to displease you, and which you may wish to have 
altered. I shall be as happy, in thus feeling myself 
safe from blame under the benefit of your Majes^ 
ty*8 advice, as I am now :in finding myself secured 
from danger, under the protection of your justice. 

Your Majesty will permit me to add one word mure. 

Your Majesty has seen what detriment my cha- 
racter has, for a time, sustained, by the false and 
malicious statement of Lady Douglas, and by the 
depositions of the witnesses who were examined in 
support of her statement. Your Majesty has seen 
how many enemies I have, and how little tlieir ma- 
lice has been restrained by any regard to truth in 
the pursuit of my ruin. Few, as it may be hoped, 
tnay be the instances of such detefniined^ and un- 
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provoked, malignity, yet/ I cannot flatter myseli^ 
that the world does not produce other p rsons, who 
may be' swayed by similar motives to similar wick- 

* ^qess, Whfther the statement, to b> prepared by 
by the Prince of Wales, is to be confiievi to the old 
charges, or is intended to briijg forward new cir* 
cumstancet, I caripot tell ; but if any fresh attempts 
of the same nature shall he made i3y my accusers, 
instructed as they will Have been, by their miscar-, 
riagie in this instance, I can hardly hope that they 
will not renew their charge, with an improved ar- 
tifice, inore skilfully directed, and with a malice 
inflamed rather than abated, by their previous disaj; 
pointment. J therefore icaii only appeal to your Mc; 
Jesty's justice, in whifcK . I. confidently trust, thr. 

, whether these charges are to be i;enewed against m 
eitfcei: on the old or oii fresh evidence; or whethc 
heiv accusations, as well as new witnesses, are to h 
]brougbt forward, your Majesty, after the e>iperi 
ence of ihese proceedings, will not suffer you. 
Royal naind to be prejudiced by expartCy secre* 
examinations, nor my character to be whispere<^ 
away hy iiSrsinuationSj or suggestions, which 1 have 
no opportunity of meeting. If any charge, whicl: 
the law wiir recognize, should be brought againi 
me ia ah open and a legal manner, I should bar 
no right to complain, nor any apprehension to tnen^ 
it. But till I tnay have a full opportunity of f 
meeting it, I trust your Majesty will not suflfer 
tk) excite even a suspicion to my prejudice. I mus 
claim the Beneflt ot thi; presumption of mnpcenc«i 
till I am proved to be guilty^ for, without that pre-. 
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Kumption, against the effects of secret insinuation 
and ea: parte examinations, the purest innocence can 
make no defence, and can have no security. 

Surrounded^ as it is now proved, that I have 
been, for years, by domestic spies, your Majesty 
must, I trust, feel convinced, that if I had been 
guilty, there could not have been wanting evidence 
to have proved my guilt. And, that these spies 
have been obliged to have resort to their own inven- 
tion for the support of the charge, is the strongest 
demonstration that the truth, undisguised, and cor-- 
rectly represented, could furnish them with no 
handle against me. And when I consider the ua^ 
ture and malignity of that conspiracy, which, I 
feel confident I have completely detected and ex- 
posed, I cannot but think of that detection, with 
the liveliest gratitude, as the special blessing of 
Providence, who, by confounding the machinations 
of my enemies, has enabled me to find, in the very 
excess and extravagance of their malice, in the very 
weapons, which they fabricated and sharpened for 
my destruction, the suflScent guard to my iniio- 
-cence, and the effectual means of myjustij^catioa 
and defence. ' - \ . ' 

I trust therefore, Sire, that 1 may now close this 
long letter, in confidence that many days Vvill not 
elapse before I shall receive from your Majesty, 
that assurance that my jiist requests may be so 
completely gi^nteSd, as may render if possible for ine 
(whicb nothing else can) to avoid the painful 
disclosure to the world of aH the circumstances 
of that injustice, and of those unmerited suffer- 

IT 

ings, which thestf Proceedings, in the manner iq 
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which they have been conducted, have brought 
upon me. 

I remain, Sire, 
With every sentiment of gratitude. 
Your Majesty's most dutiful, 

most submissive Danghter-in-Iaw, 
Subject and Servant, 

(Signed) C.P. 

Montague-House y February i6, I807. 

As these observations apply not only to the offi- 
cial communication through the Lord Chancellor, 
of the 28th ult. ; but also to the private letter of 
your Majesty, of the 1 2th instant, I have thought 
it most respectful to your Majesty and your Ma- 
jesty's servants, to send this letter in duplicate, one 
part through Colonel Taylor, and the other through 
the Lord Chancellor, to your Majesty. 

To the King. (Signed) C. P. 

Sire, 

When I last troubled your Majesty upon my un- 
fortunate business, I had raised my mind to hope, 
that I should have the happiness of hearing from 
your Majesty, and receiving your gracious com- 
mands, to pay my duty in your Royal Presence, 
before the expiration of the last week. And when 
that hope was disappointed, (eagerly clinging to 
any idea, which offered me a prospect of being 
saved from the necessity of having recourse, for the 
vindication of my character, to the publication of 
the Proceedings upon the Inquiry into my Con- 
duct), 1 thought it just possible, that the reason for 
my not having received your Majesty's commands 
to that effect^ might have been occasioned by tne 
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clrcumslance of. your Majesty's staying, at Windsor 
through the whole cf the week. J, therefore," 
deteriiiined to wait, a few days lajiger, before I took 
a step, which, vvhcu once taken, co\ild not be re* - 
called. Having, hovyever, now a^ured myself, 
tiiat jour Majesty was in town , yesterday — as I 
have leceived no command to wait ii]3on your Ma- • 
jesty, and no intimation of your pleasure — I aoi 
reduced to the necessity of abandoning all hope, 
that jrour Majesty will comply with rpy humble, * 
my earnest, and anxious requests. 

Your Majesty, therefore, will not be surprised 
to find, that the publication of the Proceedings al- 
luded to, will not be withheld beyond Monday next* 

As to any coiiseqiiences which rpay arise from 
such publication, unpleasant orhurtful to my owti ^ 
feelings and interests, I may,, perhaps, be properly 
responsii>le; and, in any event, have no one to 
complain of but myself, and those with whose ad- 
visee 1 have acted ; and whatever, those conse- 
quehces may be, I am fully and unalterably con- 
vinired, that they must be, incalculably, less tbao 
those, whi(h I should be expos(?d to from my 
sihjiict; : VjuI as to any other consequences, unplea- 
sant or hurtful to the feelings and interests of 
others, (.r of the public, my conscience wjircer- 
tainly acquit me of them ;— I am confident that! ' 
have not acted impatiently, or preWpitately! To 
avoid coming to this painful extremitv, I have' 
take 51 every step in my power,; except that wljidi \. 
would be abandoning my chaiacter' to ut^er in- '* 
famy, and my station and life to no 'uncertain dan- ^ 
ger, and,' possibly, to no very distant destrWtion'. 
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With every prayer, for tlie lengthened contina* 

%nce of your Majesty's health and happiness ; for 

every possible blessing, which a Gracious God can 

bestow upon the beloved Monarch of a loyal People, 

and for the continued prosperity of your dominions, 

under your Majesty's propitious reign, I remain. 

Your Majesty's 
Most dutiful, loyal^ and aftectionate, 
. but most unhappy, and most injured. 

Daughter-in- law, Subject, and Servant,- 
Montague Houscj Mar. 5, I807. C. 1\ 

To the King. 

Sire,* 

In discharge of the duty I owe to myself, and the 
great duty I owe to your Majesty and your Illustri- 
ous Family, I have herewitli transmitted a state-^ 
m^vA which I confidently trust will appear to prove ' 
me not unworthy of the protection and favour with . 
which your Majesty has pleased to honour me. 

To be restored to that tavour and protection, in 

« 

consequence of a conviction io your Majesty 's mind 
of my innocence, produced by the [papers, I now 
humbly lay before your Majesty, is the first wish 
of my heart. 

. Grieved, Sire, deeply grieved, as I cannot but 
be, that your Majesty should be exposed to so 
inuch trouble,, on so painful jm occasion, and on 
my account, it is yek my humble trust that your. 
Majesty will graciously foi'give me, if extreme anx- 
iety about my hojxQur and) our.Majest)''s favourable 
opinion, leads me humbly to solicit, as an act of 
justicey that scrupulous attention on your Majesty's 

r . ... 

* This !* ttef accompanied the Princess's Answer to t)ie Comoiissioner&* 
.>po<^. And iibould.iuixc l»een inaejtiedaft^ir pa^^e 19a . 
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part to these papers, which cannot fail^ I think, to 
produce in your Majesty's mind, a full conviction of 
my innocence, and a due sense of the injuries I 
have siifFered. 

One other prayer I^ with all possible humility 
and anxiety, a^ldress to your Majesty, that, as I 
can hope for no happiness, nor expect to enjoy the 
benefit of that fair reputation to which I know I 
tm entitled, till I am re admitted into your Majes- 
ty's presence, and as I am in truth without guilt, 
suffering what to nie is heavy punishment, whilst 
1 am denied access to your Majesty, your Majesty 
will be graciously pleased to form an early deter- 
mination whether my conduct and my sufferings 
do not authorize me to hope that, the blessing of 
being restored to your Majesty's presence may be 
conferred upon, Sire, your Majesty's dutifully at- 
tached, affectionate, and afflicted daughter-in-law 
and subject, 

(Signed) , CAROLINE. 

Blackheath, Oct. 2, 1806. 
To the King. 

MINUTE OF COUNCIL, April 22, 1807. 

PRESENT, 

Lord Chancellor (Eldon) The Earl of Bathurst 
Lord President (^Camden) Viscount Castlereagh 
Lord Privy Seal (West- Lord Mulgrave 

morland) Mr. Secretary Canning 

The Duke of Portland Lord Hawkesbury. 
The Earl of Chatham 

Your Majesty's confidentisil servants have, in obe- 
dience to your Majesty's commands^ most attentive « 
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ly considered the originaj Charges and Report, tlie 
Minutes of Evidence, and all tlie other papers sub- 
mitted to the consideration of your Majesty, on tlie 
subject of those charges against tier Royal Highness 
the Princess af Wales. 

In the stage in which this business is brought 
under their consideration, they do not feel them- 
selves called upon to give any opinion as to the j>ro- 
ceeding itself, or to the mode of investigation ia 
which it has been thought proper to conduct it. 
But adverting ^ the advice which is stated by his 
Royal Highness. the Prince of Wales to have <£- 
his conduct, your Majesty's confidential servants are 
anxious to. impress upon your Majesty their convic- 
tion that his Royal Highness could not, under such 
advice, consistently with his public duty, have dm\^ 
otherwise than lay before your Majesty- the State- 
ment and Examinations which were submitted to 
him upon this subject. 

After the most deliberate consideration, however, 

of the evidence which has been brought before the 

Commissioners, and of the previous examination, as 

well as of the answer and x)bservatiqns which Imve 

been submitted to your Majesty upop thesn, they 

feel it necessary to declare their decided cpncurrettce 

in the clear and unanimous opinion of the Commi^r 

sioners, confirmed by that of all your Majesty's hit 

confidential servants, th&t the two oiaiachargte^ ab- 

leged against her Royal Highness the priDices$ of 

Wales, of pregnancy and ,flelivery, gre/^ompletely 

disproved ; and they further submit to J pur Maje^ 

ty, their unanimous opin^orn, tl^^iq[HJl^§j^..p4r^iQ^^ 

l^s of conduct brought in accusation against her 
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Boyal Highn^^^ tb which the ^rharticter of cnrni- 
nality can be as( ribed, are satisfactoriiy contradicted^ 
or rest upon evidence of such a nature, and which 
was given ili:idet5ueh circumstances, a? render it, ih 
the judgment of your Majesty's confidencial servants, 
undeserving of credits 

Your Majesty *s confidential servants, theref&rie, 
-concurring in that part of the opinion of your 
Jate servants, as stated in their Minute of the 26th 
.of January, thiit there is no longer any necei^ity 
4or your Majesty being advised to decline iieceiviftg 
the Princess into your Royal presence, humbly 
tfClbmit to your Majesty, that it is esserttiatty necfes- 
SBxy^ in justice to her Royal Highness^ aM Jhr^the 
iiof tour and iniericsts of your Mnjesty^s lliustrious 
^Family, that her Roy si I Highness the Princ^k of 
W^\esy 6'hou/d ite admitted, with as little delay ds 
pombtCi into your Majesty^ s Royal Pre^enc€y &)id 
that she should be received i?r a manner due to her 
rank Ofid station, in your Majesty^ s Court iznd Fa- 
vuiy. '  . 

 Your Majesty's confidential siervants al^o beg 
ieave to submit to )our Majesty, that considering 
Ihat it may be necessary that your Majesty's Go- 
irernment should possess the means of referring to 
the stateof this transaction, it is of the utmost impor- 
tance that these documents, demonstrati ng theground 
onmhichjour Majesty has proceeded, should b^ pre^ 
served in safe custody ; and that for that purpose 
the origirrarlS', dr^authentic copies of all *the^e Papers, 
friiould be sealed up and deposited in the Office qt 
your Majes^^s Frtiicipah Secretary of State. 
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(Na 1.) • 

WhERI^AiS Our ;^t M^ttsty and wdU-bdoved Coun- 
cillor ThoBfias jLord Enkine^ oqr Chgncellpri kaa this 
, day kid jiMefore |tt an Abittact ,of i^^tain written ^ecbl- 
f i|tiops tpficlMiig die conduct pt Her Koyal HighneM 
.the P,nnces8 of Wales : Vffi dp hereby aulhorice^ em- 
^power^ and direct^ the said IJhomas Lord £rskine; our 
Cha^ellpr ; .opr ri^^ht tliis^^^nd j*i|^t welUbeloved Cou- 
sin and Councillor Geoip John ^Barl Spencer, pAe of 
our principal Secretaries of State ; our right trusty and 
welUMoved Councillor William Wyndham liord Gicn- 
vilW, first Commis^oner of our Treasury; atid our 
ri^bt tmsty and mnell-beloved Councillor jSdward XiOid 
i|SUeiibprou|hy our Chief Justice to hold pleas before 
Durself, to ing^iire into ,the truth xd the same^ and to ex* 
amine upon oath such persons as ibey shall see fit touch- 
ing and concerning the samCi and to report to us the re- 
sult of such examinadonS* 

4Griv«a at <mr Caslle of Windsor^ on the tfmity^ 
fliiith dsy pf May, in d^e forigrHiiaifa year of 
4Hur reign. 

. 4 ^^ Copy, 

J. Packet G. R, 

• • ♦b 
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(No. 2.) 

The Dept^ition of Charlotte Lady Douglas. 

I THINK I first became acquainted with the Priocen 
of Wales in 1801. ^rSir Jobn-Deuglas had a house at 
Blackbeath. One dajin November, 1801, the snow was 
lying on the ground, the Princess and a ladj, who I be* 
lieve was Miss Hey man, came on foot and walked se verdi 
times before the door. Lady Stewart .was with me,|and 
said she thought the Princess wanted somethbgi and that 
I ought to go to her. I went to her ; she said she didnot 
want any things but she would walk in ; that I had a very 
pretty little girl. She came in, and stayed some time. 
About a fortnight after, Sir John Douglas and I received 
an invitation to go to Montague House. After, that I 
was very frequently at Montague House, and dined 
there ; the ^Princess dined frequently with us. . About 
May or June, 1802, the Princess first talked with me 
about her own conduct. Sir Sidney Smith, who had 
been Sir John's friend for more than twenty years, came 
to England about November, 1801, and came to live in 
our house. I understood that the Princess knew Sir Sld- 
dey Smith before she was Princess, of Wales. The Prin- 
cess saw Sir Sidney Smith as frequently as ourselves. Wk 
were usually kept at Montague House later than theWt 
of the party ; often till three or four o'clock in the morn* 
ing. I never observed any impropriety of conduct be- 
tween Sir Sidney Smith and the Princess. I made the 
Princess^ visit at Montague House in March J802, for 
about a fortn^ht. She desired me come there because 
Miss Garth was ill. In May or June following the Prin- 
cess came to my house aloae ; she said she came to tell 
me something that had happened to her, and desiredine 
to guess. I guessed several things, add at last I saki I 



/ 



^ottld not guess any thing more. She then saidfthait she 
was pregnant, and thatthe child had ^ome to life. I don't 
know whether she said on that day, or a few days before^ 
that she was at breakfast at Lady Willoughby^V that the 
milk' flowed up to her breast,^, and came through her 
gown ; that she threw a napkin over herself, and went 
with Lady Willoughby into her room and adjusted her- 
self, to prevent its being observed. She never told me 
who was the father of the child* She said she hoped it 
would be a boy* She said that if it was discovered, she 
would give the Prince of Wales the credit of being the 
father, for she had slept two nights at Carlton House 
within the year. I said that I should go abroad to my 
Mother. The Princess said that she should manage it 
very well ; and if things canve to the worst, she would 
give the-Pruice the credit of it. While 1 was at Montai- 
gne House in March, I was with tiaa child, and one day I 
said that I was very sick, and the Princess desired Mrs» 
Sander to get me a saline draught* She then said that she 
was very sick herself, and that she would take a saline 
draughttoo* I observed that she could not want one, and I 
looked at her. The Princess said. Yes I do; what do 
you look at me for, with your wicked eyes ? you are al- 
ways finding me out. Mrs. Sander looked very much 
distressed ; she gave us a saline draughteach. This was the 
first time that I had any suspicion of her being with 
child. The Princess never said who was the father. 
When she first told me she was with child, I rather sus- 
pected that Sir Sidney was the father, but only because 
the Princess was very partial to him. I never knew that 
he was with her alone. We had constant intercourse 
with the Princess, from the time when I was at Montague 
House till the end of October. After that she had first 
communicated to me that she was with child, she fre- 
4|uaiitly spoke upon the subject. She was bled twice dur^ 



M« Miid^hbt it^HMfe JM ftivH itkiiter tiiiie. Mr. tA- 
li^Aites fSM h6t Sht ^d dri^ 6f the ^^si tfiat Mr. £ct- 
ttv^arfet Med Ikil^, timt shi^ bitd d: Vtof^nt he^ft iti her btoodi 
Mrf ik^ m. BAMaiM skotitd iil46d ii^r.- 1 totd tbcf Frm- 
«lill'I ivt8ti«iy toxidttt hdw stje wo'utd ttianage to be 
HH^tHito^Mcf m&tom: iU b^Wg kn<5Mrfi; ttiat 1 hoped 
lii« iittd sk Mife t^son Silcr iaid y^s, ^e fttiould have a 
jienbit'frMif ^oad V A«t idl^ haid it gffdff iiorrbr of haiv- 
iMg tfr^ QiMT atkmt b^r dir litlth tt» dccasioD. She said; ^' t 
HfM tonfidentin Iii3r6^nt {^tlsihs^and I wi^hyou wdutcl hot 
ip«*k vriA die oH tbit iubjfect a^Hih/* She said, ''1 Qbdl) 
tfiH «very tbitig t» Saitd^.^ I (hihk diis waaoo itie day 6q 
>wbieh she told ine of what had 1iap|>eQed at l4idy Wil- 
iMgHby^tf. That Sandbr Wis a very good woman, aod 
liiigfat b^ trusted, and thut she iiiust be with her at tbe k* 
i>otir ; thlrt shb wdutd ietid Miss 6oach to firiinswick ; 
«nd Mis^ Millfldd ^ai tbb ybiihg to be trusted, and 
liin^t he' def)t out df th& iniiy. I' was brought to bed on 
this €3rd tdf Jiily, 1802:; the Princess insisted on being 
/|Ht<Mii^; I'deteriitined that she should not, but I meant 
'td «<roffl it without offending hen On the day on which 
I MNUi Bh>faj^l to bed, she canie to my house, and insist-^ 
f4M coming hi ; Dr. Mdckie, who attended me, locked 
iH^ door, kud said she slioold not come in,; but there 
■irM affOthfer dbbr on iKe opposite side of the room, vtbiah 
Mai tibt locked, and ish^ came in at Aat door, and wa§ pre- 
wttt dMng'th^ titn^ 6f the labour, and took the child as 
soQVh A^ it wto bbrti, aiid sai1d that bIic was very glad that 
rfie hfed sefeti Ae whblfe of it. The Princess's pregnancy 
apt^rcd to me to be Very visible ; she wore a cushion 
l^nd^ and sli^ made Mrs. Sander make one for me. 
'Dlirif^my lying-iti this Princess came one day with Mrs. 
f^gerald; she sent Mrs. Eitzgerald awayj^ and took a 
chair and sat by my bedside. She said, "Yoo will hear of 
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Att ofit; Idtdi Imte thMi inrot^t by a poot womhi 
in n batl^t; I shdl do H at ti cof^ei" tor* iMte in;f'.(mtt 
broitigfat to fne mthat wdy,'' (nry ^ that is thtf^ny mwhkii 
I ifltwt havw my onm brought niiifeti I havd it;** Very sotftf 
after this, tiitro cUldreir, ii^'bo were tmn»> were^ foougbt 
%y a poor woman in a basket. iW Princesv IMkibem 
and Imd tbem carried opr intoiier room^and the Pirrneess 
wadied diem her^lf. The PVinceis told me^tlkb herself. 
Th^ father, a few days afterwards, came and iiirist6dep« 
on having die chiMren, ahdthey were given to hhn.' The 
Princess afterwards said to me, Yon see I took the cb^ 
dren, Und ir answered Very well; the father had got 
thi^m back, atid Aie CcAiIdnotbfaimehiffi ; thatafae should 
take other children, and ^ooldhave qdhea notaery; I 
^w the Princess on a Sunday, either the30tht>r31stof 
October, 180^, watking before her door. She was dress*" 
ed'so as to conceal her pregnancy ; she had along doafc, 
and a very great muff. She had just retomed ffom 
Greenwich Church ; she looked very ill, and I thonght 
m\M be very near her time. About a week, or nki^^ 
ten days after this, 1 received a not^ from th6 Princess; 
to desire th^t I would not come to Montague IIou8e> tbt 
they wer^ apprehensive that the chHdren shehad takett 
4ikd had the measles in their clodies, and that die was 
afield my child mig^t take it. When^ the Princess came 
to see me daring my lying in, she told me that when ahe 
stionld be brought to bed, she wished I wbuldnot come 
to l^er fdr some time, for she might be conftised in seeing 
me. About tbie end of Dec^ihber, I went to Gloucester- 
shire, and staved there about a month. When I return- 
ed, wliibh was in Jt^iiuary, I ^ent to Montague Hduse, 
and was let in. The Princes^ was pUcking up somethifig 
in a bUck box* Upon the softi a child was lyitig^cover- 
ed with a piece of ted cloth. The Princesa. got up lind 



t<M>k me by tbehand; she then led me to. the 6ofa| and 
aaid, '' There is the child^I hadhimonly two^ days after I 
nw you/' The words were, either,"! hadhim/'or,"! was 
brought to bed" The words weresucb as clearly import- 
ed that it was her own child. She said she got very well 
through it. She shewed me a mark on the child's^hand ; 
it is a pink mark. The Princess said, '^ she has a mark 
like your little girl/' I saw, the child afterwards frequent* 
ly with the -Princess, quite till Christmas, 1803, when I 
Kft -Blackheath. I saw the mark upon the child's hand, 
and* I am sure that it was the same child. I never. saw 
any other child there. Princess Charlotte used to see the 
child, and play widi him. The child used to call the 
Princess pf Wales Mama. I saw the child looking at the 
window of the Princess's house about a month ago, be- 
fore the Princess went into Devonshire, and I am sure 
diat it was the same child. Not long after I had first seen 
the child, the Princess said that she had the child at first 
to deqp with her for a few nights, but it made her ner- 
vous, and now they had got a r^;ttlar narse for her. 3he 
saidy ** We gave it a little milk at first, but it was too much 
forjme, and now we breed it by hand, and it does very 
well." I can swear positively that the child I saw at the 
window is the same child as the Princess told me she had 
two days;afiter she parted with me* The child was called 
William. I never heard that it had any other name. 
When the child was in long clothes, we breakfasted one 
day with the Princess, and she said to Sir John Douglas, 
" This is the Deptford Boy." Independently of the Prin- 
cess's confessions to me, I can swear that she was preg- 
nant in 1802. In October, 1804, when we returned from 
Devonshire, I left my card at Montague House, and on 
the 4th of October I received a letter from Mrs.Vemon, 
desiring me not to come any more to Montague House. 
I had never at this time mentioned the Princess's being 
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with child^ or being detivered of a childj to any person^ 
not even to Sir John Douglas. After receiving Mrs. 
Vernon's letter, I wrote to the Princess on the subject. 
The letter was sent back unopened. I then wrote to Mrs. 
Fitzgerald, saying, that I thought myself extremely ill- 
used. In two or three days after this I received an anony- 
mous letter, which I produce, and have marked with the 
letter A,"*^ and signed with my name both on the letter and 
tiie envelope. The Princess of Wales has told ipe that 
she got a bedfellow whenever she could; that nothing 
was more wholesome. She said that nothing was more 
convenient than her room; *^ it stands at the head of the 
staircase i^hich leads into the Park, and I have bolts in 
the inside, and have a bedfellow whenever I like. I 
wonder you can be satisfied only with Sir John.'' She has 
said this more than once. She has told me that Sir Sid« 
ney Smith had lain with her ; diat she believed all men 
liked a bedfellow, but Sir Sidney better than any body 
else ; that the Prince was the most complaisant man in 
the world; that she did what she liked, went where she 
liked, and had what bedfellows she liked, and the Prinee 
paid for all. 

CHARLOTTE DOUGLAS. 

June 1, 1806. 

Sworn before us,1 June'l, 1806, at Lord(GreB- 
ville's in Downing-street, Westminster. 



A true Copy, 

J*. Becket. 



ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
GRENVILLE, 
ELLENBOROUGH. 



« No copy of this letter has been sent to Her Royal Highness the 
Princess of Wales. 
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(No. 6.) 

7%e Dejmitum vf Sir Jmim Dougias^ 

I iHAD « .Kouae.at Blackbepitb ip 1801. Sir SidiMy 

imsd lo.come |p ngr house. I had a bed for.hi«i. Tbs 

jPriac«08.of Wale9 fanned an acqwiuntance ndth Lady 

JDoijgla^ <«iid «ame frequently lo our bouiae. 2 ihpti^^ 

«hB cafne more for Sir Sidney South thun for U0. After 

«b»fbad been some fime. acquainted with w, Kheiip|ieand 

4p me JiQ be wiik child. Qne^day ^be ie^^ned on jtbe m** 

j6|j tind pnt iier hand upon her jitomacl^y and mi, ** Sir 

plqhii, I .«baU never Jie Qoeen pf England.'' I asiA, 

^ Not if jott .don'^ deserve it'' She jeemed angry at 

£rsL In JI804^ on the 'S7lh .'of October, I received 

im9 letters b^ ,the ,tK(ytip&my post, one Addressed Codni^ 

^mhicb I (Qowr firpduip^, and have marked with liie Jetter 

0^^ tK^h on the. envelope and the inclfHUtfei fand the 

s 4iUMir Jotter addressed to J«ady PongUsi a^d which I 

4»oiar fsf)duic£^ 'And have marlued twilb lbs letter ^Q^ 
iMb -pn Ihe ^nv^lope and fkm inqlosure. 

(Signed) JOHN DOCFGLAS. 

June Ist. 

Surorn ^before us at Lord Grenville's house in Dowik 
jog-street, Westminster, June the first, 1806. -: 

•BfttSKi'NE, . ';  

SPENCER, 
A tnM Copy, GRENVILLE, 

J.Btckei. ELLENBOROUGH. ^ 



• No eopjr of Ifeeae letter*, m either of tiieni, hw bees MM t. ; 

Bt r jft M iil J ltf uxni tip Priactw iifWfitt. ^ , 

......... ^. .,♦ '*rl f 
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(No, 4.) 

* ' The Deposition of Robert Bidgood. 

.. 1 HXtE lived with the Prince twenty-three years iu 
next September. I went to the Princess in March', 
IT^S, and have lived with her Royal Highness ever 
ainoe. About the year 180^, early in that year« I 
first observed Sir Sidney Smith come to Montague 
^House. He used to stay very late at night. I have 
seen him early in the morning there, about ten or ele- 
ven o^clock. He was at Sir John Douglas's, and was 
4n the habit, as well as Sir John and Lady Douglas, of 
dining or having luncheon, or supping there almost 
^very day. I saw Sir Sidney Smith one day in 1802> 
in th^ blue room, about eleven o'clock in the mornings 
M^hich is full two hours before we expected ever to 
•ee company* I asked the servants why they did not 
let' me know that he was there. The footman infbrm- 
. ^d me that they had let no person in. There was a 
«private door to the Park by which he might have 
come in if he had a key to it, and have got into the 
Moe room without any of the servants perceiving him* 
I never observed any appearance of the Princess, 
whidi could lead me to suppose she was with child. 
I first observed Captain Manby come to Montague 
House, either the end of 1803, or beginning of 1804. 
I was waiting one day in the anti-room. Captain Man- 
by had his hat in his hand, and appeared to be going 
•way. He was a long time with the Princess^ and as 
I stood on the steps waiting, I looked into the room in 
which they were^ and in the reflection in the looking- 
|{Ib9s I saw them salute each other; I meoD that they 
kissed each other's lips. Captain Manby then went 
ttirty . I then observed the Princess have her hand- 



kerchief in her handi, and wipe her eyes at if she Wi9 
crying, and went into the drawkig-room. The Prin^ 
cess went to Soathend id May, 1.804. I went with 
her. We were there I believe about six weeks before 
the Africaine came in* Sicard was very oftea watching 
with a glass to see when the ship would arrive^ One 
day he said he saw the Africaine^ and sooa after ihe 
Captain put o0^in a boat from, the lihip. Sieard w.em 
down the shrubbery to meet bim. When the Captain 
came on shore, Sicard conducted him to the Priacess^ 
House, and be dined there with the Princess and her 
Ladies. After this he came very frecpiently to see the 
Princess. The Princess had two houses oki the CJifl^ 
Nos. B and 9,. She afterwards took: the drawing-rxiom 
of No. 7t which communicated by the balcoiijr with 
Mo« 8. The three booses being adjoining^ the Prtneesi 
use^ to dine in No. 8, and a£ter dinner to remove with 
tlie com^pany into No. 7, and Iji«(ve several tinaessaeo 
the Prin^ss^ ^ter having gone intaNo; 7> with C^ 
tain Manby and the rest of (he<x>mpany>: retire aloiif 
with Captain Manby from No. 7, tbroiigh No. 8, intg 
No. 9^ which, was the house in which* the Princess slepitr 
I aospeqted that Captain Manby slept frequently 19 
the house.. It was a subject of conversation, ia thf 
house. Hints were given by the servants^ apd I her 
Ueve that others suspected it as well as myself. Thf 
Princess took a child, which I understand waf broug^ 
into the house by Stikeman. I waited only on^ w«^k 
in three^ and I was not tliere at the time the child ym$ 
brought, but I saw it there early in 1803. The chi|4 
who is now with the: Princess is the same as I saw therf 
early in J 803. Ithas« mark in its left hand. Auf^o 
is the name of the man who was s4d to be theiatheit 
]^stiu'j| wife is, I believe, still alive. She has |ui4 
another chiki^ and has brought it sometimes to MA9e 
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HigQe Uamm. It ii^ry Mke ihit chM orihto Ikm wteh 
Aie PrjnoeMu M n. Gosdeai was employed as a nurse 
^ the obildj ancl she used to bring the child to thw 
Bmioess as soon as the Piincess woke, and the child 
Mtd.l)o stay with her Royaii Higbnesa the whok tnonn 
kg. The Princeas appeared to be evtrtmdy fond of 
the child, and stiH appears «a« ^ . » 

ft. BIDGOOB. 

Sworn at Lord Grenville's House in Downine* 
street, the sixth day of June, 1806. 

A true Copy, SPENCER, . 

J.JBicket. GR^NVIHi. . 

**4e^"^ 

(No. 5.) 

The Deposition of JVUUam Cok. 

1 HATE lived with the Princess of Wales ever since 
. Iter tnarriage. Sir Sidney Smith first visited at Modta<> 
gue House about 180^. I have observed thePlrincess 
too familiar with Sir Sidney Smith. One day, I think 
sAiout February in that year, the Princess ordered some 
sandwiches, I carried them in the Blue Room to her. 
Sir Sidney Smith was there. I was surprised to see 
him there — he must have come in from the Park, ff 
he had been let in from Blackbeath, he must have 
passed through the room in which I was waiting. 
When I had left the sandwiches, I returned after some 
time into the room, and Sir Sidney Smith was sitting 
very close to the Princess on the sofa. I looked att 
him, and. at her Royal Highness. She caught my eye, 
and saw that I noticed the manner in wbich they were 
sitting together. They appeared both a little confused 
when I came into the room. A short time befoie this, 
one night abouv twelve o'clock^ I saw a man go into 
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tke hMse finom the Park, wiapt ap in a great coat I 
did not give aa; alarm, for the impression on my mind 
was, that it was.not a thief. Soon after I bad seen tfatf 
Princess and Sir Sidney Smith fitting together on tha 
sofa, the Duke of Kent sent for me, and tM me 
that the Princess woald be very glad if I would do the 
duty in town, because she bad business to do in town, 
which she would rather trust to me than any body dse. 
The Duke said that thf Princess had thought it would 
be more agreeable to me to be told this by him than 
through Sicard. After this I never attended at Mon- 
tague House, but occasionally when the Princess tent 
for me. About July, 1802, 1 observed that the Prin- 
cess had grown very large ; and in the latter end of the 
same year she appeared to begrown thin, and I observ- 
ed it to Miss Sander, who said that the Princess was 
much thinner than she had been. I had not any idea of 
the Princess being with child. Mr. Lawrence^ the 
painter, used to go to Montague House about the lat* 
ter end of 1801, when he was painting the Princess, 
and he has slept in tbe bouse two or three nights to< 
gether. I haveoften seen him alone with the Princessat 
eleven and twelve o'clock at night. He has been there 
as late as one and two o'clock in the morning. One 
sight I saw him with the Princess in the Blue Roooii 
after the ladies had retired. Some time afterwar^isy 
when I supposed that he had gone to his room, I went 
to see that all was safe, and I found the Bloe Rooiti 
door locked, and heard a whispering in it^ and i^went 
away* 

Wm.COLE. 

Sworn at Lord G/enville's House in Downing- 
. sweet, tb^ sixth day of Juqe, 1806, Ix^fore us, 

AtrueCopy, SPENCJER^ 

J.Beckei. _ .GREJiVlLJ.?. 
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(No. 6.) 

' ne Deposition of Frances Lloyd. 

1 HAVE lived twelve years with the Princess of ^ 
Wales next October. I am in the Coffee-room. My 
situation in the Coffiee-room does not give me oppor* 
iunities of seeing the Princess. I don't see her some- 
times for months. Mr. Mills attended me for a cold. 
He aslced me if the Prince came to Blackheath, back- 
wards and forwards, or something to that effect, for 
the Princess was with child, or looked if she was with 
child. This must have been three or four years ago. 
It may have been five years ago. I think it must have 
been some time before the child was brought to the 
'Princess. I remember the child being brought. It 
was brought into my room. Ihad orders sent to me 
'to give the mother arrow root, with directions how to 
make it, to wean the child, and I gave it to the mo- 
ther, and she took the child away. Afterwards the 
mother brought the child back again. Whether it 
was a week, ten days, or a fortnight, I cannot say, 
but It might lie about that time. The second time the 
mother brought the child^she brought it into my room. 
I asked her, how a mother could part with her child. 
I am not sure which time I asked this. The mother 
cried, and said she could not afford to keep it. The 
child was said to b(B about four months old when it 
was brought. I did not particularly observe it myself. 

FRANCES LLOYD. 
I was at Rarasgate with the Princess in 1 803. One 
nionHDg when we were in the house at East Cliff", 
some body, I don't recollect who, knbcked at my door, 
and desired me to get up to prepare breakfest for the 
Princess. This was about six o'clock. I was asleep • 
Daring ibe whole tim^ I was in the PrioccssV service, 
i had never been called up before to make breakfast 



for the Princess. I slept iu Ifae housekeeper's room 
on the gronotl iloor. I openeq the si^ujtteri of the 
.window for light. I knew at that tin»e that Cap^in 
Manbj's ship was in the Downs. When I opened the 
shatters^ I saw the Princess walkii^^own the garden 
with a gentleman. She was walking down the gravel 
walk towards the sea. No orders had beea given m^ 
avernij;ht to prepare breakfast early. The gentleman 
(he Princess was walking with, was a tall man. I was 
surprised to see the Princess walking with a gentle- 
man, at (hat time in the morning. J am sure it wat 
the Princess. While we were at Blackbeath> a wor 
man at ChaHton^ of the name of Townley, told me that 
she had some linen to wash from the Princess's house^ 
That the linen was marked with the appearance of 
*********. The woman has since left 
CharIton».byut she has friends there. I think it uaust 
have been before the child was brought to the Prin- 
cess, that tJhe woman told us this. I know all the wo- 
men in the Princess's house. I don't think that anj 
of them were in a atate of pr^gpancy, and if any had> 
J think 1 most have known it« I never told Cole that 
Mary Wilson, when she supposed the Princess to he 
in the library, had gone into the Princess's bedroom^ 
, and had fouoid n ipan there at breakfast with the Prin<« 
cess^ pr that thqre was a great to*-do about it, and that 
Mary Wilson was sworn to secresy, and threatened 
to be turned away if she divulged what she had seen«, 

FRANCES LLOYP. 

Sirvra at Lord -Granville's House ia Jkma'mg-atTpii*' 
(be wweath day of June, 1 80i9» before u», 

ERSKINE, 
. §PENjC£^, . . 
A true Copy, GBENVILLi; 

J. BtckH. ELI^ENBOBOrGH. 
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(No. 7.) 

7%e Deposition of Mary Ann ft^ilson. 
I BELiirvt U win be ten years next quarter^ that 1^ 
haY« lived with the Princess of Wales, as t^ous^maid, 
I wail on the ladies who attend the Princess. I re- 
member when the child who is now with lhePrincesS| 
was brought there. Before it came I heard say it wai 
to come. The mother brought the child. It appear-* 
ed to be about four months old when it wa^ brought. 
1 i'emen^ber twins being brought to ihe Princess^ be- 
fore this child was brought. I never noticed the Pria- 
cess's shape to be different in that year from, what i( 
was before. I never had a thought that the Princess 
was with child. I have heard it reported. . It is ^ 
good while ago. I never myself suspected her beinu 
with child. I think she could not have been with 
child^ and have gone on to her time without my 
knowing it. I was at Southend with the Princes.-^ 
Captain Manby used to visit the Princess there* I 
make the Princess's bed, and have been in the habit 
•f making it ever since I lived with Her Royal High- 
ness. Another maid, whose name is Ann Bye, assist- 
ed with me in making the bed. From what t observ- 
ed, I never had any reason to believe that two persons 
had slept in the bed. I tiever saw any particular ap» 
pearance in it. The litien was washed by Stikeman's 

wife. 

MARY mUSON. 

Sworn at Lord Grenville^s House in Downing-strett, 

the seventh of June, 1806, before us, 

ERSKINE, 

SPENCER, 

A tme Copy, GRENVILLE, 

J. Beekti. ELLENB0R0U6H. 
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(No.8.) 

•t 

The Deposition of Samuel Roberts. 

I AM a footman to the Princess of Wales* I re* 
member the child being taken by the Princess. I 
never observed any particular appearance of the Pria^ 
cess in that year— nothing that led me to believe that 
she was with child. Sir Sidney Smith used to visit 
the Princess at Blackheath. I never saw him aloncf 
with the Princess. He never stayed after eleven 
o'clock. I recollect Mr. C!ole once asking me^ I 
I think three years ago, whether there were any fa* 
vourites in the family. I remembj^r saying, that 
Captain Manby and Sir Sidney Smith were frequent* 
ly at Blackheath, and dined there oftener than other 
persons. I neyer knew Sir Sidney Smith stay later 
than the ladies. I cannot say exactly at what hour h^ 
went, but I never remember him staying alone with 
the Princess. 

SAMUEL ROBERTS. 

Sworn at Lord Grenville's House in Downing-street^ 
the seventh day oTJune, 1806, before us, 

ERSKINE, 

SPENCER, , 

A true Copy, GRENVILLE, ^ 

J.Becket. ELL^NBOROXTGH. 
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(No. 0,) 

The Deposition of Thomas fitikeman. 

I HAVE been Page to the Princess of Wales ever 
since she hus been in England. When I first Baw the 
child who is with the Princess, it is about four years 
ago. Her Royal Highness had a strong desire to have 
ail infant, which I add all the house knew. I beard 
tbef e was a woman who had twins, one of which the 
Pxincess was desirons to have, but the parents would 
not part with it. A woman came to the door with a 
petition to get her husband replaced in the Dock 
Yar^, who had been removed. She had a child with 
her.^ I took, the child^ 1 believe, and shewed it io 
Mrs. Sander. I then returned the child to the wo- 
man,, and made inquiries after the father, and after- 
wards desired the woman to bring the child again to 
the house, vihich she did. The child was taken t6 
the Princess. After the Princess had seen it, she de-^ 
sired, the woman to take it again and bring it back in 
a few days, and Mrs. Sander was desired to provide 
linen (or it. Within a few days the chiid was brought 
again. by the mother, and was left, and has been with 
the Princess ever since. I don'frecoUect the child had 
any mark ; but upon reflection I do recollect the mo- 
ther said he was marked with elder wine on tlie hand. 
The father of the child, whose name is Austin/lives 
with me at Pimlico. - My wife is a laundress, and 
washed the linen of the Prince. Austin is employed 
tp turn a mangle for me. The child was born in Brown- 
U>w*street, and it was baptized there; but I only know 
this from the mother. The m<»tber has since lain*in 
a second time in Brownlow^stiiset. I never saw the 
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woman to my knowledge before she came with the 
petition to the door. > I bad no particular directions 
by the Princess to procure a child. I thought it bet- 
ter to take the child of persons of good character, than 
the child of a pauper. Nothing led me from the ap- 
pearance of the Princess, to suppose that she was with 
child, but from her. sb^e it b difBcalt to judge when 
she it with child* When she was. with child of the 
Princess Charlotte, I should not have known it when 
she was far advaqced in her timey if I had^ not been 
.told it. Sir Sidney .Smith at. one time visited very fre- 
quently at Montague House, two or three times a week. 
At the time the Princess was ahering her rooms in the 
Turkish style. Sir Sidney Smith's visits were vejry fre- 
quent. The Prince^ consulted him upon them. • Mr. 
Morell was the upholsterer .. Sir Sidney Smith came 
freqpently alone. He stayed alone with the Princess 
sometimes till eleven o'clock at night. He has been 
there t ill twelve o'clock, and after, I believe alone with 
ibe Princess. The Princess is of that lively vivacity, 
that she makes herself familiar with gentlemeii, which 
prevented my being struck with his staying so late. I 
jdo not believe that at that time any other gentleman 
visited the Princess so frequently, or stayed so late. 
I have seen the Princess when they were alone sitting 
with Sir Sidney Smith on the same sofa in the Blue 
Room. I had access to the Blue Room at all timet. 
There was an inner room which opened into the Blae 
Room. When that room was not lighted op> I did 
not go into it, and did not consider diai I bad a right 
to go into it. I bad no idea cm what account I was 
brought here* I did not know that the. Princess's 
poadudwat quettioned or questionable. I wat with 
the PiioQets at Ram^ate. When she was at East 
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Cliff, (!!!aptain Manby was very frequently there ; went 
away as late at night as eleven o'clock. I don't re- 
member Fanny Xloyd being called up any morning to 
make breakfast for the Princess. I did not like Capt* 
Manby coming so often, and staying so late, and I 
was uneasy at it. I remember a piece of plate, a silver 
lamp, bemg sent to Captain Manby. I saw it in 
Sicard's possession. He told me it was for Captain 
Mianby, aad he had a letter to send with it. I have 
never seen. Captain Manby at the Princess's at Rams- 
gate before nine o'clock in the morning, but I have 
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heard he has been there earlier. I had never any sus- 
picions of there being any thing improper, either from 
the frequent visits of Captain Manby, or from his con- 
duct. I was at Catherington with the Princess. She 
used to go out generally in her own chaise. I think 
tl have once or twice seen her go with Mr. Hood in his 
one-horse chaise. They have been out for two hours, 
or two hours and a half, together. 1 believe only a 
day or two elapsed between the time the child being 
first brought, and being then brought back again, and 
left with the Princess. I am sure the child was not 
weaned after it had been first brought* I don't re- 
collect any gentleman ever sleeping in the house. I 
don't remember Lawrence the painter ever sleeping 
there. The Princess seems very fond of the child. It 
is always called William Austin. 

THOMAS STIKEMAN. 
Sworn at Lord Grenville's house in Downing*street, 
the sevjKDth day of. June, 1806, before us, 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
A true Copy, GRENVILLE, 

J. B^cSet. ELLENBOROUGH, 
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(No. 10.) 

The Deposition of John Sicard. 

I HATE lived seven years with the Princess of Walesj 
am house-steward, and have been in that situation from 
the end of six months after I first lived with Her Royal 
Highness. I remember the child who is now with the 
Princess of Wales being brough there. It was about five 
months old when it was brough). It is about four years 
ago, just before we went to Ramsgate. I had not the 
least suspicion of the object of my behig brought here 
I had opportunity of seeing the Princess frequently. 1 
waited on her at dinner and supper. I never observed 
that the Prmcesshad the appearance of being with child. 
I think it was hardly possible that she should have been 
with child without my perceiving it. Sir Sidney Smith 
lised to vLsit very frequently at Montague House in 1802, 
with Sir John and Lady Douglas. He was very often, I 
believe, alone with the Princess, and so was Mr. Canning, 
and other gentlemen. I cannot .say that I' ever suspected 
Sir Sidney Smith of any improper conduct with the Prin- 
cess. I never had any suspicion of the Princess acting 
improperly with Sir Sidney Smith or any other gentleman. 
I remember Captain Manby visiting at Montague House. 
The Princess of Wales did hot pay for the expence of 
^ting up his cabin, but the linen furniture was ordered 
by me, by direction of the Princess, of Nevvberry and 
Jones. It was put by Newberry and Jones in the Prin- 
cess's bill, and was paid for with the rest of the bill by 
Miss Heyman. 

JOHN SICARD. 

Sworn at Lord Grenville's house in Downing-street, 

the seventh day of June, 1 806, before us, 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
A true Copy, GRENVILLE, 

J. Bechtt. ELLENBOROUGH. 
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(No. 11.) 

Tht Deposition of Charlotte Sander. 

I HAVE lived with die Princess of Wales eleven years. 
. I am a native of Brunswick^ and came with the Princess 
from Brunswick. The Princess has a little boy living with 
her under. her protection. He had a mark on his hand, 
but it is worn off. I first saw^him four years ago, in the 
autumn. The father and mother of the child are still 
alive. '1 have seen them both. The father worked in the 
Dock Yard at Deptford, but has now lost the use of bis 
limbs. The father's name is Austin. The mother brought 
the child to the Princess when he was four months old. 
1 was present when the cliild was brought to the Princess. 
She was in her own room up stairs when the child was 
brought. She came out and took the child herself. I 
undeiistood that the child was expected before it wits 
brought. 1 am sure that I never saw the child in the 
house before it appeared to be four months old. The 
Princess was .not ill or indis|K>sedin the autumn of 1802. 
I wa& dresser to Her Royal Highness. She could not be 
ill or indisposed, without my knowing it. I am sure.that 
she was not confined to her room or to her bed in that 
autunm. There was not to my knowledge any other child 
in the house. It was hardly possible diere coold have 
been a child there without my knowing it. I have no re- 
collection that the Princess had grown bigger in the yebr 
1802 than usual. 1 am sure the Princess was not preg- 
nant. Beiiig her dresser, I must have seen if she was. 
I solemnly and positively swear \ have no reason to know 
or believe that the Princess of Wales has been at ai^ 
time pregnant during the time I have lived with Her 
Royal Highness at Montague House. I may have said 
to Cole that the Princess was grown much thinner, but I 
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don't recollect that I did. i never heard any body say 
any thing about the Princess being pregnant till I came 
here to-day. I did not expect to be asked ai|y .question 
to<-day respecting the Princess being pregnant. Nobody 
4:tiiie over to the Princess itDm Germany in the autumn 
of 1602 to my knowledge. Her Royal Highness was 
generally blooded twice in. a year> but not lately » I ne- 
ver had aoy reaaon to suppose that the Princess received 
the visits of any gentlemen at improper hours. Sir Sid- 
ney Smith visited her frej^uently, and almost daily. He 
was there very late, iSom«tthies till two o'clock in the 
morning. I never saw Sir Sidney Soiith in a room alone 
with the Princess la^ at night; I never saw any thing 
which led me to suppose that Sir Sidney Smith was on a 
very famUiar footing with the Princess of Wales. I at* 
tended the Princess of Wales to. Southend* She had 
two houses, No. U- and No. 8. I knew Captain Manby. 
He commanded the Africaine. He visited the Princess. 
Whale hijB ship was there, lie was frequently  with the 
Princess. I don't know or bdieve, and I have no reason 
to heKeve, that Captain Manby staid till very late hours 
wkh dbe Princess. I never suspected that there wras any 
improper £attiilianty between them. I never expressed to 
any body a wish that Captain Manby's vi^ts were not so 
frequent. If the Princess had company, I was never 
present* The Princess was at Ramsgate in 1803* I have 
seen Captain Manby there frequently. He came tofthe 
Princess's house to dinner* He never stayed till late at 
night at the Princesses house. I was in Devonshire with 
the Princess lately. There was no one officer that she 
saw when she was in Devonshire more than the rest* I 
never heard from the Princess that she apprehended her 
conduct was questioned* When I was brouglit here I 
thought I might be questioned reelecting the Princess's 
conduct, and I was son^ to come. I don't know whyt I 



thought so. I never saw any thing in the conduct of the 
Princess while I lived with her^ which would have made 
me uneasy if I had heen her husband. When I was at 
Southend I dined i» the Steward's room. I can't say 
whether I ever heard any body in the steward's room say 
any thing about the Captain, meaning Captain Manby. 
It is so long ago I may have forgot it. I have seen Cap- 
tain Manby alone with the Princess at No. 9, in the draw- 
ing-room at Southend. I have seen it only once or twice. 
It was at two or three o'clock in the afternoon, and ne- 
ver later. I slept in a room next to the Princess in the 
house No. 9> at Southend. I never saw Captain Manby 
in any part of that house but the drawing-room. I have 
no reason to believe he was in any other room in the 
house. I was at Catherington with the Princess. She 
was at Mr. Hood's house. I never saw any familiarity 
between her and Mr. Hood. I have seen her drive 
out in IVtr. Hood's carriage with him alone. It was a gig. 
They used to be absent for several hours. A servant of 
the Princess attended them. 1 have delivered packets by 
the order of the Princess, which she gave me sealed up, 
to Sicard, to be by him forwarded to Captain Manby. 
The birdi-day of the child who lives with the Princess is 
the I Ith of July, as his mother told me. She says that 
he was christened at Deptford. The child had a mark on 
the hand. The mother told me that it was from red wine. 
I believe the child came to the Princess in November. 

G. SANDER. 

Swwn at Lord Grenville's house in Downing-street, 
the seventh day of June^ 1806. 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
A true Copy, GRENVILLE, 

/. Becket. ELLENBOROUGH. 
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(No. 12.) 
Deposition of Sophia Amtin. 

1 KNOW the child which is now with the Princeds of 
Wales. I am the mother of it. I was delivered of it 
four years ago the 11th of July next,at Brownlow-street 
Hospital. I have lain in there three times. William, 
who is with the Princess^ is the second child I laid in of 
there. It was marked- in the right hand with red wine. 
My husband was a labourer in the Dock-yard at Dept- 
ford. When peace was proclaimed, a number of the 
workmen were discharged, and my husband was one 
who was dischai^ed. 1 went to the. Princess with a 
petition on a Saturday, to try to get my husband re- 
stored. I lived at that time at Deptford New-Row, 
No. 7, with a person of the name of Bearblock. He 
was a milkman. The day I went to the Princess with 
the petition, was a fortnight before the 6th of November. 
Mr. Beooet, a baker in New-street, was our dealer, and 
I took the child to Mr. Bennet's when 1 went to re- 
ceive my husband's wages every week from the time I 
left the Hospital till I carried the child to the Princess. 
I knew Mr. Stikeman only by having seen him once 
before, when I went to apply for a letter to Brownlow- 
flreet Hoipital. When I went to Montague House, 
I desired Mr. Stikeman to present my petition. He 
said they were denied to do such things, but seeing 
me with a baby he could do no less. He then took the 
child from me, and was a long time gone. He then 
brQUgbt me back the child, and brought ha}f-a-guinea 
which the ladies sent me. He said if the child had 
been younger, he could have got it taken care of for 
me, but desired that I would come up again. I went 



J^P Again on the Mmiday foUo!ii7ing> a»d I ^tir Mt 
Stikenian. Mr« Stit^euMui aftennrards tafht sever^ 
times to us^ and appointed uie to take the child tO 
Montague House on the 5th of November^ but it 
rained all liayg 61id I did not tAkt U.* Mr. Stikeman 
came down to me on the Saturday the 6th of Novem- 
b^r, Add I took tbe cbrid on that ckiy to the Frhicdss's 
boua*. Tfate Prtneete wa» cut. 1 wiLittd till sh^ te- 
tonited* Stie sinv tbd thM, Mid Ask^d iit age. 1 went 
•dbwfr intar ibfl coffee^omn^ and tbey gare m^ som^ 
ar#o«i^<fodt lo wieatr ibe.' child; fot ] wa9iueklntg the 
MH M tl»»l time, and when I had weaned ^ib cbiidv I 
wte to bHng. rt an>dlea^e k wilif tha Prinee^* 1 dt d 
•#can fife oUild/ aftd brongkl it tor dw Prinoeas'l konsa- <m 
tbn litlf of No^femh^, add fefii M tbtffe, and it hdybean 
#itli IIr' PiSncf^s evefr siiMer^ 1 sbmf^ ihe dMM hist WKi^ 
Mondktjry «mI 1 9#ear tha« h 19 *i^ cbiM. 

SOPHIA AUSTIN. 

Sworn at Lord Grenville's house in D6Wtiirtg.§tre^t, 
' the seventh day of June, 1806, before tirf, 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
A true Copy, ORENVILLE, 

J. Becket. ELLENBOROUGH. 
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. Hart Sfpencer to Lord Gwydir. 

29illh^tifi^/1806. 

-My Lorb, 

In conde<|cieiK^ erf ecrtaiii inquiries directed by bis 
Majesty, Lady Douglas, wife of Sir John Douglas of the 
M$^\m^ hair deposed upon oath that she wav tnld by her 
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Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, that at a brei^k* 
fast at Lady Willoughby's house in May or June, 1902, 
fcc. 

[Extract/ram Lady DouglatU Dtporition.'l 

It being material to ascertain^ as far as possible, the 
truth. of this fact, I aqi to request that yoor Lordship wiU 
have the goodness to desire Lady Willoughby to put down 
in writing every circumstance, in any manner relative 
thereto (if any such there be) of which her Ladyship has 
any recollection ; and also to apprize me, for his Ma^^ 
jesty's information, whether at any time, during the 
course of the abovementioned year, Lady Willoughby oh* 
served any such alteration in the Princess's shape, ot ftny 
other circumstances, as might induce her Ladyship t^ 
believe that her Hoyal Highness was then pregnant. 

I am, &c. 

A true Copy, 

J. Becket. SPENCER 



(No. 14.) 

5tifoioti^A,«]8t Jun^ 1806. 

Mt dear Lord, 
In obedience to your commands, I lost no time in<tH>m- 
municating to Lady Willoughby the important subject of 
your private letter, dated the 20th instant, and I have the 
honour of,enclo«ng a letter to your Lordship from Lady 
Willoughby. 

I have the honour, &C; 
A true Copy, 

/. Becket. GWYDIR- 
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(No. 15.) 

My Lord, 
In obedience to the commBnd contained io jour Lord* 
ship's letter' communicated to me by Lord Gwydir^ I 
have the honour to inform you, that I have no recoUec- 
don whatever of the fact stated to have taken place, du* 
ring a breakfast at WhitehaU in Mayor June 180d; nor 
do I bear in mind any particular circumstances rdativt 
to her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales, at the pe- 
riod to which you allude. 

I have the honour, 8cc. 

WILLOUGHBY^ 

June 2], 1S06. 

. Ea&l Spenceb. 

A true Copy, 

J. Becket. 



(No. 16.) 

Extract from the Register of the Births and 
Baptisms of Children born in the Br&wnlaoh 
street Lying4n Hospital. 

Born 1802^ Baptized^ 

%, Thomas, of Richard and Elizabeth Austin, 20 

11, William, of Samuel and Sophia Austin, 15 

The above are the' only two entries under the name of 
Austin, about the period in question, and were extracted 
bjr ine. No description of the children is preserved. 

CHARLES WATKIN WILLIAMS WYNN. 
June S3, 1806. 

A true Copy, 
> XBtcket. 
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(No. 17.) 

The Jpeppsition of Elizabeth Gosden. 

i AM th« wife of Vfunott O^i^n, who ia a sefiiitnief 
the Princess ef Wales^ and hal Mved with her Hoyal 
High0«6s'davtn years. In Noirenbtr^ 1803, 1 wass^nt. 
for to the PriBC^ss's house to looif t^er a little chiid ; I 
un^erstoed ifaat be had heen thea nine diy^ in |b« house. 
I was nurse to the child. One of the hidiei^ I think Miss. 
Sander^ delivered the obild locne, and told me her Royal 
HighneM wished me to take care of him. The child never 
slept with the Princess. I sometimes used to take him to 
the Princess before she. was up, and leave him with her 
on her bed. The child had a mark on the beikd, \t »p^ 
peared to be a stain of wine, but is now worn out. I was 
about a year and three quarters with the child. The 
mother used to come pften to see him, I never saw the' 
Princess dress the chil^, or take off its things herself; but 
she ha§ s^Qii me do \t, TUq <M\A [^ po( sq rnugh wittl 
the princes^ now as bewas^ 

Sworn at Lord Grenville'ii house in Downing-stTeet> 
the 23i<I da^ of June, 1806, bf^'qre us, 

ERSKINE;, 
SPENCER, 
A true Copy, GRENVILLE, 

J.Becket. ELLENBORODGH. 
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(No. 18.) 

Deposition of Betty Toxvnley. 

1 liiVBB at OiArlton sixteen years, and tilt within tbe 
Ia9t two years. I was a laundress^ and used to wash 
linen for tiie Princess of Wales's family. After tKe Prin- 
ess left Charlton and went to Blackheath, I used to go 
over to Blaokheatb to fetch the Knen to wash. I have 
had linen from tlie Princess's house the same as other 
kkdiea : 1 mean that there were sueh appearances on it as' 
might arise from natural causes to which women are sub- 
jeqt. I never washed the Princess's own bed-linen, but 
once or twice oQcasioadlly. I recollect one bundle of 
linen once coqiingi which I thought rather more marked 
than usgal* They tol<j[ i^^e that the Princess had been 
bleed with leeches, and it dirtied the linen more : theser* 
vaUts told me so, but I don't remember who the servants 
were that told me so, I recollect once, I came to town 
and left the linen with my daughter to wash ; I looked 
at the clothes slowly before I went, and counted them, 
and my daughter, and a woman she employed with her, 
washed them while I was in town. I thought when I 
iotfxkfid .ibem ox^r, that there might bd sometbiag more 
than usual. My opiojoA was» that it waa from * • • • 
,* * The linen had the appearance of      ♦^ I 
lli»tierv«d il at the time. * They wcse fine daviaric napkins, 
9od iotte of ibem nuaiied with a little reel crov^D in tbe- 
Qom^r, fted so«te without marks. I might meatioo it to 
F^^Ewny IJoyd. I don't rttcoUect wlften this was, but it 
must be mpt^ than twa yeara and a half ago; for I M 
OQl waab fof the Princess's family but ^rcry little for the 
la»t akx moiaJKa. Mary WiJaea oaed to give me the 
IiMi^ and I believe it was she who tokl me that the 
Pmce^a was bled with leedifis ; hot the appearance of 
i}» Hnea wbich \ haw apokei» of before^ waa different 
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from that which it was said was stained by Ueediog with; 
leeches. I remember the child coming. I used to wash 
the linen for the child^ and„Mrs Grosden whonancidtbe 
child^ used to pay me for it. I kept a book, in which I 
eipttered the linen ^ washed. I i^m not sure whether I have 
it still : — but if I have, it is in a chest at my daiighteis^ at 
Charlton, and I wJU produce it if I can find i|. 

B. TOWNLEY. 

Sworn at Lord Grenville's House in Downing-street^ 
th^ 2Sd dfiy of June, 1806, before us, 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
A true Copy, GR^INVILLE, 

J. Beckei, ELLENBOROUGH. 



(No. 19.) 

Depesition of Thomas Edmeades, of Greenwich 

Surgeon and Apothecary. 

I AM a surgeon and apothecary at Greenwich, and was 
appointed the surgeon and apothecary of the Princess of 
Wales, in 1081. From that time 1 have attended her 
Royal Highness and her househoW. I knew Fanny Llc^d 
who attended in the coffee-room, at the Princess's. I 
freqii^illy attended her for colds. I do not recollect that I 
ever said any thing to her respecting the Princess of Wales. 
It never once entered my thoughts while I attended the 
Princess, that she was pregnant. I never said that she 
was so to Faany Lloyd. Lhtve bled the Princess twice; 
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the second bleeding was in IBM, and it was in the Jnnt 
quarter, as appears by the book I kept. I don*t know 
what she was bled for — it was at her own desire«-*it was: 
not by any medical advice. I was unwilling to do it, bat 
she wished it. If I recollect, she complained of a pain in 
tor chesty bat I don't remember that she had any illness. 
I did not use to bleed her twice a year. I certainly saw 
her Royal Highness in Nov. 1802. I saw her on the l6th 
^f November, but I had not any idea of her being then 
with child. I did not attend her on the lOth November, 
bat I sa# her then ; I was visiting a child (a male child,) 
from Deptford. I have no recollection of having seen the 
Princess in October, 1802. The child most have been 
from, three to five months old when I &Ht saw it. I have 
no recollection of the Princess having been ill abont the 
end of October, 1802. I have visited the child very often 
since, and I have always understood it to be the same 
chihl. The Princess used sometimes to send for leeches, 
and had them from nie. I don't think that I attended 
the Princess, or saw her often, in the summer and aatomn 
of 1802. I had not the sole care of the Princess's health 
during the time I have spoken of. Sir Francis Millmaa 
attended her occasionally. 

« 

THOMAS EDMEADES. 

Swora at Lord Grenville's House in Downiog'Street, 
; ' the 25th clay of June, 1806, before us, 

ERSKIN5, 
SPENCER, 
A true Copy, GRENVILLE, . 

J.Becket. ELLENBOROUQH. 
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(No. 30.) 

Depa&tion of Samuel Gillam MilU, of UreenmcK, 

Surgeon. 

I AM a CRirgeoo at Gredowi^b ^ h&vt betfii^ tiiipdmerdM^ 
%^tfa Mr. Edmeadett ^tic^ laoa Before b« wws iurf ^0» 
tmr I attmidfcl fbe Pria^^gssof Waki'tf Faimly froA dft 
tiihe of. ti^r eoimiig to BiiAcbtfeatb fr^m- Chtak^m. t viM 
appoiiiTet) bjrtbe PrinoestfhersiifgeDfi, in AprW, l^I^by 
n mvittm appoiQuntat^ und from tlvac tfaiM I fi«f ^ nft- 
iMifed liet Royftl Ui}gb»dSB> of m;^ of tbe^«rti^Q^ ifiiifty 
iMdicsicapmtjr.^iioerpttbBt 1 ottc« actMfted^KfiiB^OMoby 
mit otice Mi^ M^el 4. Their«^ was « €b»k{ brb«gbf to^ eh^ 
^UoefM wbijei attend^ \nr^ t wai^ ^dtled tifpod t^«:ML 
tt»nM fii« chtid. ft mwHgith It lu^tbavt^ l««iBrk) >d(n, 
m tbevcttboutffr Tber cMId aAerw^H^fe-httd tfle» tMciftled^ md 
I«ttc»ded» her. When fim 1 tfaW tbecltttd^ 1 tMdk it OMMt 
IwiFebfliia atout teo«ftoiidM old. . Jz misuse hrtfm hetm pvkM- 
lo April, 1801. I utideMtood ibat ftv» c^ii^ Wfl!» tulMikl 
ifavovgh charity- 1 remember tbat th^e mt# a feti^ate se^ 
^Mt trho ittanded Id tbrcofiigeH!00(Xy. I nm^sM ^ t%«kt 
womam, or to any other person^ thwr (he' Fritic^e^ iff«i#wk)l 
child, or looked as if she was with child, and I never 
thought so^ or surmised J«ny thing of the kind- VI was 
once sent for by her Bojal Higtiness to bleed bar. I was 
fiot at home^ and Mr^ Edtaeades bled hei^ I had* bled her 
two or three times before ; it was by direction of Sir Fran- 
cis Millntafh Zl" wias for an inflammation she had on the 
kings. A» mttch srsr I knew it w^s not usual for the Prin- 
cess to he bterf i^fce a year. I don't k now that atiy other 
MWJical persett attended her at the time tbWf did^nor do 
I believe that there did. I don't know that Sir Francis 
Millman had advised that she should be blooded at the 
time that I was sent for and was not at home^ nor what 
was the cause of her bein then blooded. I do recollect 



sometbbg of haviQg attended the servant whg was ia the 
co^ei^-rooDi^ for a cold^ but I a« sure I never said to ber 
that the Pnucess was with child| or looked ts if she was so. 
I have known that tb^Prineess has frequently sent to Mr* 
Edmeades for leeches. When I saw the female child, Mrs« 
Sander was in the room^and some other servants, but I 
don't recollect who. I was sent for to tee vhetherthefe 

m 

was any. disease about the chtld-^to see whether it was a 
healtl^y child, as Her lt«yal Highness meant to^take k 
under her patfooagis. The child ooold just walk alone; 
t saw the child fj!eqtteotly afterwards, 1 1 wa» at one tiape 
With Bidgpod| and another time with Gosdea and bis 
wife. . I don't recollect that the Princess was by at any 
time when 1 saw the oliild. I never saw the child in M4Uii- 
tagne House when i attended it as a paiieoti bat wheal 
was first sent for to see if the child had any disease^it was 
JA Montague Honse* 

^AMUEL GILLAM MiLLS; 

Swam at' Lord Greif iHe** Houaein Boaraing-^tiiMt, 
the 25th day of June» 1806, before us, 

SPENCER, 
AlrtfeiOopy, ORfiNftLLE, 

J. Secktt. ELLfiPJBOftOtGtt. 



{No. 2L) 

Ikp^fiM o/Horritt FitigtfMi. 

I i^AMB finit U^ 11 ve wMi th# Prfamess 4f Walet to 1 801 , 
wlf cdgr ab n f rieaA and ooin>|pttttk>tf ^ Md haVe cdbtiili^d to 
lid #tth tnir ItosM fliglM^i to tlii* ttoe. I htwr L^y 
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Douglas. I remember her lying in. It happened by ac- 
ddent that Her Ruyai Highness was in the honseat the 
time of Lady Douglas's delivery. I think it was in July, 
1802. I was there myself. The Princess was not in the 
room at the time Lady Douglas was delivered. There was 
certainly no appearance of the Princess being pregnant at 
that time. I saw the Princess at that time every day, and 
at all hours. I believe it to be q\jite impossible that the 
Vrincess should have been with child without my observing 
it. I never was at a breakfast with the Princess at Lady 
Willoughby's. The Princess took a little girl into the 
house about nine years ago. I was not in the house at the 
time. I was in the house when the boy, who is now there, 
was brought there. She had said before openly that she 
should like to have a child, and she had asked the servant 
who brought the child, if he knew of any persons who 
would part with a child. I was at Southend with the Prin- 
cess. I remember Captain Manby being there sometimes. 
He was not there very often. He used to come at different 
liours, as the tide served. He dined there, but never 
stayed late. I was at Southend all the time the Princess 
was there. I cannot recollect that I have seen Captain 
Manby there, of known him to be there, later than nine, 
or half after nine. I never knew of any correspondence by 
letter with him when he was abroad. I don't recollect to 
have seen him ever early in the morning at the Princess's* 
I was at Ramsgate with the Princess. Captain Manby 
may have dined there once. He never slept there to my 
knowledge^ nor do I believe he did. The Princess rises at 
different hours, seldom before ten or eleven. I never knew 
her up at six o'clock in the morning. If she had been up 
sa early I should not have known it, not being up so early 
myself. I remember the Princess giving Captain Manby 
an ink^and« He had the care of two boys whom she 
protected. I can't say that Captain Manby did not sleep 
at Southend. He may have slept in the village,. biit I be- 
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lieve he never slept in the Princess's house. I was at Ca'- 
theringtOQ with the Friii<fess. I remember Her Royal 
Highness going out in an open carriage with the present 
Lord Hood. I believe Lord Hood's servant attended 
them. There was only one servant, and no other carriage 
with them. I was at Dawlish this summer with the Prin- 
cess, and afterwards at Mount Edgcumbe. The.Princess 
saw a great deal of company there. Sir Richard Strachan 
tiffed to come there. I^don't know what was the cause of 
his*fliscbatiotiii>g his'visita there.; I reiDember Sir Sidney 
Smith being ffequentjy at Montague Hofuse. Me was 
sometimes ther^ aslate as twdve and one o'olock id' the 
momiog, btit nevier alone that I kndw of. The Princess 
was ODt in. the room when Lady.Bonglas was brought to 
bed. i I know she was noi^, because I was in tfafe rooai my^ 
adftwhen Lady Douglais'was delivered. Dr.' Mackie ol 
Lewtsiaam, was the accoucheur. I don't recollect Sir 
Sidn^jTv Smith ever being alone with the Princess in the 
evening. It may bttve happened, but I don't know that 
it did. I used to sit with the Princess always in the even- 
ings l^ut, not in the mofning. I was with the Princess in 
the Isle of Wight. Mr. Hood and Lord Amelius Beau- 
ckrc ware there with her. She went there from Porls^- 
mouth. 

HARRIET FITZGERALD. 

Sworn before us at Lord GrenvHIe's house in Down- 
ing-street, the 27th day of Juue^ 1806, before a*, 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
A true Copy, GRENVILLE, 

J. Becketi ' ELLENBOROUGH. 
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(No. ^.) 



WAHflym,M\s li. 180ft 



Mv IiOR», 



Ths eoDitreim iinpovtaiiae of Mbe lunioea* ma wfatdi I 
^v« iiflfeM trovblcd jmw Locdihip wdnI Ladjr Wili> 
leqgUby > mukm it tbe aDJfopensidble d(iit)^ ^ ^ibe persiMb 
to whoiD HiB Majcetjr hm fttttrot^d tbe Jntfoiryv ifoi^ 
ilier to f eqiiest that 'her Ladyriiip will Imte nhe ^fuoiamM 
to lelittMi Sii'«N*ilU^,(iittt|Mt taod sefparate mmvmra m a»bc 
«pBiaBeA Qierin. Tbey beg Jsmre to add^ diaft in tkt 
tHsoiBftrgft ofitfle titi«l fsotamkt^dimAit^, tlbe^r hwrb ttCM 
oUigsdl to«KalDide uponioirtb lke>iewi»I fMetBoisio whosfc^ 
ummmof thejr ittve ifikroghc !it ^gbt to ilM^ie ureoovMe on 
this ttBoidon. They have ^pfen sa«riltiBg to gito I^aify 
Wilbsghby 4|ie ^mbUs of sq loiig<a joonKf tar <tbat foiv 
foae, sM^likattiimigihcfiil] reliance whkt mafibeiplaiMi 
<aa iSteof idihig wlaith »faett dbe stated hj ilier LaiijprflMp «b 
4faiB fi>ini, fiat on iior Teltitn to towd it omj pmkwbijr 4ve 
judged necessary, for the sake of uniformity in thisoMSt 
important proceedings that she should be so good as to 
confirm on oath^ the truth of the, written answers re- 
quest^ from hf r I^d^shif^. 



/ 



(No Signature in the tiri^nai.) 
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(No. 23.) 



Sidmouthy July 5, 180& ] 



Mr liORD^ 



I IMMEDIATELY commumcated to Lady Willoughb; 
the i^uerres tmntcpitted to me Jo tb« envelope of a letter 
dated July tbe Atm, vfhk^h ^ bad <be ihonpur to repeive 
thn liay firom y^iii* liord«bip. I si^nrn the Queries >witb 
Lad^ WilloHgbby^s AiOAWiefs io ber own baad'writiqg. , 

We are bostb tmly sensible of ypor XiOfdship's l^iod taXr 

tcniion in not requining Lady Willpughjby's perpipq^d 

aiteBiiaiiQa, fibejwdl mo%t readily obey tbe Order of tbf 

Council^ should her p««a<Hice becpiois nppe^s^iry. 

I have tl^e boDoi^r, &c, 

GWYDm. 
To Earl Spencer, S^c. S^c. i^e, 

 

A true Copy, 
J. Becket. 



(No. 24) 

1. Does Xady Willough* 1. 'hi the course of -die 

by remember seeing the last tea years the Princess 

Princess of Wales at break* of Wales has frequently 

fast or dinner at her house^ done me the honour to 

either at Whitehall or Bee- breakfast and dine at White- 
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kenham, on or about the 
months of May or Juue^ 
1802? i 



2. Ha« her Ladyship any 
recollecliou of the circum- 
stance of Her Royal High- 
ness having retired from the 
company at such breakfast 
or dinner, on account^ or 
under the pretence, of hav- 
ing spilt any thing over her 
handkerchief? And if so, 
did Lady Willoughby attend 
Her Royal H ighness on that 
occasion ? and what then 
passed between them rela- 
tive to that circumstance? 



hall, and Langley, in Kent. 
Hec Royal Highness may 
have been at my house in 
the months of May or JuQe> 
1802, but of the periods at 
which I had the honour of ' 
receiving.* her, I have no 
precise recollection. 

i . ' 

2. I ido ndt remieitiber 
Her R6ya1 Highness < b^vU 
ing at any time retired 
from the compamy^ either ait 
Whitehiill; or at Langfey, 
under the pretence of hav* 
ing spilt any thing over htt 
handkerchief. ' ' 



3. Had Lady Willoughby 
frequent opportunities in 
the course of that year, to 
see Her Royal Highness 
the Princess of Wales, and 
at what periods? And did 
she at any time during the 
year, observe any appear- 
ance, which led her to sus- 
pect that the Princess of 
Wales was pregnant ? 



3. To the best of my re* 
membrance I had few op- 
portunities of seeing the 
Princess of Wales in the 
year 1802, and I do not re- 
collect having observed any 
particular circumstances re* 
lative to Her Royal High- 
nesses appearance. 
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4. Is Lndy WiUdugbbj Ai' During the ten yean 
acquainted with Imj other cir* J have had the honour. of 
4fhiii9tance8 leading to the knowing the Princess, of 
tame conchision^ or tending*. Wales, I do not. bear in 
to establish the fact of a niind a single instance of 
criminal intercourse^ or iin- Her Royal Highness'^ con* 
proper familiarity, between duct in society towards any 
Her Royal H^hness and individual^ tending to estab* 
any other person whatever i- lish the fact of a criminal 
and if so, what are they P intercourse, or improper Ai- 

ffliliarity. 

WILLOUGHBY. 



. (No. 25.) 

Robert Bidgood— further deposition. 

* 

Th£ Princess used to go out in her phaeton Hith coach- 
man and helper, towards , Long Reach, eight or ten 
times, carrying luncheon and wine with her, when Cap- 
tain Manby's ship was at Long Reach — ^always Mrs. Fitse* 
gerald with her — She would go out at one, and return 
about five or six — ^sometimes sooner or later. The day 
the Africaine sailed from Southend the Princess ordered 
us to pack up for Blackheath next morning. Captain 
Manby there three times a week at the least, whibt his 
ship lay for six weeks off Southend at the Nore— he came 
as tide served — ^used to come in a morning, and dine and 
drink tea. I have seen him next morning by ten o'clock., 
I suspected he slept at No. 9, the Princess's — she always 
put out the candles herself in the drawing-room at No. 9^ 
and bid me not wait to*^put them up; she gave me die or- 
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«kn. ai «oofl «» dn wttit to StniikiiiA. I uled- lo see 

^■atsi^jiigti lliflOM^ aail towdi^ atli iMit ^{l(Mii» th» 

Prinoeni'i iom^ in Ac |pitoagc^^ — never i^m tbean a^ left 

f in tbe i^ainge it dny mber tine ; and I soepedted he wet 

tbere al thoee times. Theie wu a gMerat suapieiQii 
througtKNit tb^ keal^. Mrs, and Miss Fitq)eiald tberr^ 
and Miss Hanond <o«w Lady Hedd) thcsrew My sna* 
piasana arnae trovA adsia^ dieita. in tbe gibfesek. kill esdft 
ather^ as I taseiitiMiad before^ likr {ieofJr fond of eack 
o A e r ' ^ a Tery cloaa kisst^^Her fcehdmur likia that of a 
woman attached to a ma*;— -used to be by themselves at 
{uncheon at Southend — when ladies not sent for — a num- 
bit n( titilaa^k The^ was a poney which Captain Manby ' 
«sed to ride ; it stood in the stable ready for him, and 
which Sicard used to ride. 

The servants used to talk and laugh about Captain 
Manby, it was matter of dbcourse amongst them. I liv«d 
Aere when Sir Sidney Shtiitb cam^, her manner with him 
appeared very familiar. She appeared very attentive to 
him but I did not sus^t any tiling fimher* All the ap» 
per servants had keys of the doors to the Park to let her 
Moyti Highness iii and. out« I nsed t9 see Sieaitl mdeive 
latteas fnrihi ULrii^ Sdiider td pilt in the poat iilst««d of Ae 
iMig^ Thia waa after Captain Manby was gone to aaav 
I aUBpadl^d this lo be for Caj^ain Manb^^ ind aiitem m 
dim- hwlaa suspected the sam^^ 

(Signed) R. BID600D. 

Swim b^ore Us in DownngHitreet> tins dtftfd iajr M 
J»ly» 

(Signed) ERSKINEV 

SPBNCBR, 
h U» <hph QRBNVIUfi, 

J. Bidcti. £IiL£NBQftOy&Hf 
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(No. 20.) 



Sir Francis Millman^s Deposition. 



I ATTENDED the Princess of Wales in the Spring and 
latter end of the year 1802; i. e. in March^ and towards 
the autumn* Mr. Mills of Greenwich attended then as 
her Royal IJighness's apothecary^ and Mr. Mills and his 
partner Mr. Edmeades have attended since. I do not 
know that any other medical person attended at that time^ 
either as apothecary or physician. In March 180^, I 
attended her for a sore throat and fever. In 1S03, in 
Aprils I attended Her Royal Highness again, with Sir 
Walter Farquhar. I don'tknow whether she was blooded 
in 1802. She was with difficulty persuaded to be blooded 
in 180.3, for .a .pain in, her chest, saying she hs^d not been 
blooded before ; that they could not find a vein in her 
arm.c I.sawcno marjc on her. arni of her having been 
blooded before. , I.obseryed her. Royal Highness's person 
at the end of that year 1802. Never observed th^, or at 
any other tidne, ai^ thing which induced me to think her 
Royal Highness "was in a pregnant situatiofl. I think it 
is" impossible she should, in that year, have been delivered 
of a chHd without my observing it. She during that year, 
and at all times, ^as in the habit of receiving the visits <^f 
the Duke of Gloucester . 

I never attended Her Royal H^faness but on extraordi- 
nary illnesses. Her Royal Highness has, for the last yetir 
ai^d half , had her prescriptions made up ^t Walker tmd' 
T«ung's, St. James's-street. 
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If she had been a pregnant woman in June 1802, I 
could not have helped obsenring it. 

FR. MILLMAN. 

Sworn before us in Downing-street^ July third, I806, 

by the said Sir Francis Millman. 

.« 

ERSKINE, 
A (rue Copy, SPENCER, 

J. $echei. GRENVILLE, 

ELLENBOROUGH. 



(No. 27.) 
The Deposition of Mrs* Lkle^ 

I (HltSTBm Lisle) am in the Prinoess of Wales's fi^ 
mily ; have been so ever since Her Rojal Highness's mar*, 
riage. I was |iot at Southend with the Princess^— waa at. 
Blackheath with her in 18Qfi, but am not perfectly SOfQ 
as to date. I am genenj^ a moqth at a Ume (three montbi 
in the year) with Her Royal Highness ; in April, Angiist,^ 
and December ; was so in August, 1802. I did not oJh 
serve any alteration ui Her Royal Highness's shap^ ndiicb 
gave me any idea that she was pregnant, 1 had no rea9Qif 
to know or believe that she was pregnant. During my at- 
tendance, hardly a dfiy passes without my seeing her. 
She could not have been far advanced in pregnancy withr 
oat my knovdng it* I was at East Cliff vifitb ber Royal 
Highness in August, 1803. I saw Captain Manby only 
once at East Cliff, in Augusi^ 1803, to th^ best of my 
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recollection. He might have been oftiener : and once 
again at Deal Castle. Captain Manby landed thiere With 
«ome boys the Princess takes on charity. I s&vr Cieiptaiii 
Manby at East Cliff one mornings not particularly early. 
I don't know of any presents which the Princess made Cap- 
tain Manby — have seen Captain Manby at Blackfaeath 
one Christmas. He used to come to dine the Christmas 
before we were at Ram'sgate — it was the ChHstmas after 
Mrs. Austin's child came. He always went away in my 
presence; I had no reason to think he staid after we> the 
ladies^ retired. He lodged on the Heath at that time — ^I 
believe his ship was fitting up at Deptford. He was 
•there frequently^ 1 think not every day — he geherally 
came to dinner — three or four times a week^ or more^— I 
suppose he might be alone with her^ but the Princess is 
in the habit of seeing gentlemen and tradesmen without 
my being present. — I have seen him at luncheon and din«- 
ner both. The boys came with him, not to dinner, and 
not generally; not above two or three times — two boys^ 
— 1 think Sir Sidney Smith came also frequently the 
Christmas before that, to the best of my recollection. At 
dinner, when Captain Manby dined, he always sat next 
her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales* The con- 
stant company were, Mrs. and Miss Fitzgerald and my- 
self; we all retired with the Princess, and sat in the same 
room. He generally retired about eleven o'clock ; he sat 
with us till then. This occurred three or four times a 
week, or nHore. Her Royal' Highness, the Lady in wait- 
ing, and her Page, have each a key of the door from the 
Greenhouse to the Park. Captain Manby and the Prin- 
cess used, when we were together, to be speaking together 
separately — conversing separately, but not in a room alone 
together, to my knowledge. He was a person with whom 
she appeared to have greater pleasure in talking than to 
her Ladies. She behaved to him only as afiy woman 
would who likes flirting. I should not have thought any 
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htarmd womaD would have behaved properly who should 
have behaved asher Royal Highness did to Captain Man- 
by. I can't say whether she was attached to Captain 
Manby, only that it was b flirting conduct.*^: Never saw 
any gallantries, as kissing her hand, or the like. 

I was with her^Royal Highness at Lady ShefBelds's hist 
Christmas, in Sussex. I inquired what company was there 
when I came. She said only Mr John Chester, who was 
diere by Her Royal higeness's orders;, that she could get 
1M» other company to meet her, on account of the roads 
Imd season of the } ear. He dined and slept there that 
night. The next day other company came ; Mr Chester 
remained. I heard her Royal Highness say she had been 
ill in the night, and came and lighted her candle in her 
servant's room. I returned from Sheffield Place to Black- 
beath with the Princess— Captain Moore dined there — ^l 
left him and ihe Princess twice alone> for a short time — 
he might be alone half an hour with her — in»ihe room be- 
low, in which we had been sitting — I went to look for a 
book, lo complete a set her Royal Highness was lendiiig 
Captain Moore. She made him a present of au iukstaud, 
to the best of my lec oiled ion. He was there one morn- 
ing.in January last, on the Princess Charlotte's birth*day; 
he went away before the rcsi of the company : I might be 
absent about twenty minutes the second tiipe I wos away 
the night Captain Moore was there. At Lady Sheffield's, 
her Royal Highness paid more attention to Mr. Chester 
than to the rest of the company. I knew of her Royal 
Highness walking out alone twice wirh Mr. Chester — in 
the morning-^— alone — once a shot t time ; — it rained ; the 
other, not an hour; notfjong. Mr. Chester is a pretty 
young man. Her attentions to him were not uncommon ; 
' not the same as to Captain Manby. I am not certain 
whether the Princess answeted any letters of Lady Dougr 
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4a8. I was at Catheriagton with the Princess. Remember 
Mr. now Lord Hood, there^ and the Prineess going out 
firing with him alone in Mr. Hood's little whiskey^ and 
his servant was with them. Mr. Hood drove, and staid 
cut two or three hours more than once. Three or four 
times. Mr. Hood dined with us several times. Once 
or twice he slept in an house in the garden. She ap- 
peared to pay no attention to him but that of common 
civility to an intimate acquaintance. Remember the 
Princess sitting to Mr. Lawrence for her picture at Bfack- 
heath, and in London. I have left her at his bouse 
in town with him, but I think Mrs. Fitzgerand was with 
her; and she sat alone wiih him, I think, at Blackheath. 
I was never in her Royal Highness's confidence, but 
she has always been kind and good-natured to me. She 
never mentioned Captain Manby particularly to me. I 
remember her being blooded the day Lady Sheffield's 
child was christened. Not several times, that I recollect • 
nor. any other time; nor believe she was in the habit of 
being blooded twice a year. The Princess at one time 
appeared to like Lady Douglas. Sir John came fre- 
giieotly. Sir Sidney Smith visited about the same time 
with the JJouglases. I have seen Sir Sidney there very 
late in the evening, but not alone with the Princess, f 
have no reason to suspect he had a key of the Park gate. 
I never heard of any body being found wandering about at 
Blackheath. I have heard of somebody being found wan- 
dering about late at night at Mount £dgcum be, when the 
Princess [was] there. 1 heard tliat two women and a man 
were seen crossing the hall. The Princess saw a great deal 
of company at Mount Edgcui;ube. Sir Richard Strachan 
was reported to have spoken freely of the Princess. I 
did not hear that he had offered a rudeness to her per- 
son. She told me she had heafd be had spoken disrespect- 
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fully of her, and therefore I believe wrote to him by Sir 
Samoel Hood. 

(Signed) HESTER LISLE. 

Sworn before ns, in Downing-street, this third day 
of July, 1806. 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
GRENVILLE, 
ELLENBOROUGH. 
A true Copy, . 
J. Beeket. 



(No. 28.) 

Lower Brook'Street, July 5, 180&. 
My Lord^ 

Before your arrival in Downiug«street last nightj I be* 
spoke the indulgence of the Liord&of his Majesty's Coun* 
cil for inaccuracy as to dates, respecting any attendance 
at Blackheathj before 1803. Having only notice in the 
forenoon of an eitamination, I could not prepare myself ' 
for it to any period previous to that year^ and I now hasten , 
as fast as the examination of my papers will permit^ to 
correct an error into which I fell, in stating to their Lord- 
ships, that I attended her Royal Highness the Princess df 
Wales in the Spring of 1802, and that I then met his 
Royal Highness the late Duke of Gloucester at Black- 
beath. It was in the Spring of 1801, and not in 1802, 
that, after attending her^Royal Highness the Princess of 
Wales for ten or twelve days, I had the lionoyr of seeing 
the Duke of Gloucester at her house. 

I have the honour^ fce. 
A true Copy, 

JBeckei. FR. MILMAN, 
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(No. 29.) 

Earl Cholmondeky^ sworn July 1 6th^ 1 80& 

I HAVE seen the Princess of Wales write frequently, 
and I think I am perfectly acquainted with her manner 
of writing. 

A letter produced to his Lordship marked (A.) 

This letter is not of the Princess's hand-writing. 
; A paper produced to his Lordship, marked (B) with a 
kind of drawing and the names of Sir Sidney Smith and 
Lady Douglas. 

This paper appears to me to be written in a disguised 
hand. Some of the letters remarkably resemble the Prin- 
cess's writing; but because of the disguise, I cannot say 
whether it be or be not her Royal Highnesses writing. 

On the cover being shewn to his Lordship also marked 
(B), he gave the same answer. 

His Lordship was also shewn the cover marked (C), to 
which his Lordship answered, I do not see the same re* 
semblance to the Princess's writing in this paper. 

CHOLMONDELEY. 

Sworn before us, July l6th, 1806. 

ERSKINE, 
SPENCER, 
GRENVILLE. 
A true Copy, 

J. Becket. 
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APPENDIX (BJ 



Statement of Lady Douglas. 



£118 Roja] Highness the Prince of Wales having judged 
proper, to order me to detail to him/ as fleir Apparent^ 
the whole circumstance of my acquaintance with Her 
Rojal Highness the Princess of Wales, from the day I 
first spoke with her to the present time, I felt it my duty, 
as a subject, to comply, without hesitation, with his Royal^ 
Highness's commands^ and I did so, because I conceived, 
even putting aside the rights of an Heir Apparent, his 
Royal Highness was justified in informing hiinselfas tOi 
the actions of his wife, who, from all the information he 
had collected, seemed so likely to disturl? the tranquillity. 
of tlie country; and it appeared to me that, in 90 doing, 
his Royal Highness evinced his earnest regard for the, 
real interest of the cduntry, in endeavouring to prevent 
such a person from, perhaps, que day, placing a spurious 
Heir upon the English Throne, and which his Royal 
Higl^iiess has indeed a right to fear, and communicate 
Ip the Sovereign, as the Princess of Wales told me, 
'' If shb v«re discovered in bringing her son into the world 
'* ftlie would give th^ Prince of Wales the credit of it, for 
" that she had slept two nights in the year she was preg*^ 
*' naot in Carlton House/' 
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As «Q £oglisbwoiiian> educated in the highest lespect- 
fol attachment to the Royal Family ; at the daughter of an 
English Officer^ who has all hii life received the most gra- 
t^ions marks of n^fUBo^atipo^ «iylr prpjtecdoqp.from his Ma- 
jesty, and from hisHbyal Highness ihe'Pnnce of Wales : 
and as the wife of an OflSicer whom our beloved King has 
honoored witli a public mark of his approbation, and who 
is bound to the Royal Family by ties of respectful regard 
and attachment, which nothing can ever break, I feel it 
my duty to make known the Princess of Wales's senti- 
ments and conduct, now, and whensoever I may be called 
upon. , - . 

For the information, therefore, of his Majesty and of 
the Heir Apparent, and by the desire of the Heir Ap* 
parent, I beg leave to state, that Sir John took a house 
upon Blackheath in the year 1801, because the air waa 
oetler for him, after his Egyptian services, thah^LoifJioD^ 
and it was somewhat neater Chatham, where his mil!-, 
tiary duties occasionally called him. I' had It dimghter^ 
IJoitl upon the 17th of February, and we took up our re- 
Mdetice. th^re in April, living very happily and qui^ly; 
Ikitin the month of November • when the erbund was co* 
viered with snow, as I^was sitting in my parlour, wbiw 
commanded a view of the Heath, I saw> to my suvprfi^f 
the Princess ofWbl^'s, elegantly diessed in a Kkc saiti^ 
pefisse, primrose-coloured half boots, and a small lifac. 
satin travelling cap, f^oed With sable, and a Lady, pacing 
up and down before the house, and sometimes stoppjflg,, 
sis if desirous of opening the gate in the iron railing 
tb come in. At first I had no conception her Rdyal High- 
tiess really wished to come in, but must have mistakeh' 
ihe bouse for another person's, for Itiad never been madir. 
known to her, and I did not know that she knew Where 
ili^e^. Istood at the window looking At h^r, and,assbll' 
Iboked very much, from respect courtesied (as I nndet- 
slood was^ customary) ; to my astonishment |4ie returned 
my courtesy h^ a fiimiliar nod, and stopped.' OM i^dy^ 
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. Stuart^ a West Indian Lady^ Who lived in niy imm^Q^e 
'neighbourhood, and who was in the habit ofcomiiig in fo 
see me, was in the room, and said^ ^' Yoo should go out, 
lierlfloyal Highness want^ to comis in out of the snow/' 
^pon this 1 went out, and she came imnediatety to me 
and said, " I believe you are Lady Douglas^ andyau 
have a very beautiful child ; I should Uke to see it/' I 
answered that I was Lady Douglas. Her Royal Hig||- 
ness then said, ^' I should like of all things to see your 
lilttle child.'* I answered, that I was very sorry I coild 
not have the honour of presenting my little girl to her, ^s 
1 and my family were spending the cold weather in town, 
and I was only come to pass an hour orlwo upon the 
Heath. I held open the gate, and the Princess of Wal^s 
andhert^dy, ^iss Heyman (t believe) walked in afi4 
sat down, and stayed above an hour, laughing very much 
at La^y Stuart, who being a singular character, talked 
all kind of nonsense. After her Royal Highness ha4 
amused herself as long as she pleased, she inquiied wherje 
iSir John Douglas and Sir Sidney Smith were, and weat 
away, having shook hands with me, and expressed her 
pleasUi'e at having found me but and made herself known. 
I concluded that Sir Sidney Smith had acquainted her 
Royal Highness that we resided upon the Heath, as be 
was just arrived in England, and having been in long ha* 
bits of friendship with Sir John, was often with us, and 
toM us how kind he should think it if we could let him 
cdtnetband fro without ceremony, and let him have ao 
girjr foom appropriated to himself, as he was always ill 
i^ toWn, and from being asthmatic,* suffered extremely 
when the weather was foggy in town. Sir John gave him 
th&t hospttabte reception he was in the habit of doing bv 
fdl bis old friends^ (for I understand they have been known 
to each other more~ than twenty years,) and he bitroduceil 
hitn'to me as a person, to whom he wished my friendly 
attention to be paid; as I had never seen Sir Sidney 
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Smith ID my life^ until this period, when he becamei m it 
were a part of the family. When I returned to town, I 
told Sir John Douglas the circumstance of the Princess 
having visited me, and a few days after this, we received 
a note from Mrs. Lisle (who was in waiting) commanding 
tis to dine at Montague House. We went, and there wer* 
teveral persons at die dinner. |l remember Lord and Ladf 
Dartmboth^ and I think Mr. and Mrs. Arbuthnot,8cc.&c« 
From thistim^ the Princess made nie frequent visits, aU 
ways attended by her Ladies, or Mrs. Sander (her maid). 
When Sander came, she was sent back, or put in another 
room ; but when any of her Ladies were with her, we al- 
ways sat together. Her Royal Highness was never at- 
tended by any livery servants, but she always walked about 
Blackheath and the neighbourhood only with Wr female 
attendants. In a short time, the Princess became so ex- 
iravagantly fond of ilie, that, however flattering it miglit 
Be, it certainly was very troublesome. Leaving her at^ 
tendants helow,. she would push past my servant, and run 
up stairs into my bed-chamber^ kis^ me, take me in her 
arms, arid tcllme I was beautiful, saying she had never 
joved any woman so'much; that she would regulate my 
dress, for she delighted in setting oflF a pretty woman ; 
and such high-flown compliments that women are never 
used to pay to each other. I used to beg her Royal High- 
ness not to feed my self-lo^, as we had all enough of that, 
without encouraging one another. She would then stop 
me, and enumerate all my good points I hud, saying she 
was'determined to teach me to set them off. She would 
cxclaira/Oh! believe me, you are quite beautiful, different 
from almost any English woman ; your arms are fine be- 
yond imagination, your biist is very good, and your i^es, 
(5b, 1 never -saw such e}es — all other women who have 
dark eyes look fierce, but yours (my fdeat Lady Douglas) 
are nothing but softness and sweetnees, and yet qnitt 
dark, hi ibis manner she went on perpetually, even be^ 
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fore jsXrangers* I remember whefi I was one morniQg at 
her house,, with her Royal Highness^ Mrs. Harcourt and 
hier Ladies, the Duke of Kent came to take leave l^eforc 
His. Royal Highness went to Gibraltar. When we were 
sitting at table the Princess introduced me^ and said — 
Yogr. Royal Highness must look at her eyes ; but now she 
has 4|^guised herself in a large hat, you cannot see how 
handsome she is. The Duke of Kent was very polite and 
obliging, for he continued to talk with Mis. Harcourt, 
and took little notice, for which I felt much obliged ; but 
she persisted, and said — Take off jour hat. I did not do 
it, and she took it off; but his Royal Highness, I suppose, 
conceiving it could not be very pleasant to me, took Utile 
notice, and talked of something else. 

Whenever the Princess visited us, either Sir John, or I^ 
returned home with her and her party quite to her. door; 
andif be were out, I went with her Royal Highness, and. 
look my footman ; for we soon saw that her Royal .High- 
ness was a very singular and a very indiscreet woman, aqd 
we resolved to be always very careful and guarded with 
her; and when she visited us, if any visitor whosoever 
came to our house, they were put into another room, and 
they could not see the Princess, or be in her society, unless 
she positively desired it. However, her Royal Highness 
forgot her high station (and she was always forgeVting it); 
W-e jrust, and hope^ and feel satisfied, we never for {& mo- 
myd lost sighi of her being the wife of the Heir Appareoi*. 

,We passed our time as Her Royal Highness chose when 
together, and the usual amusements were—playing French 
Proverbs, in which the Priacess always cast the parts, andi 
plmd^ Musipal Magic, forfeits of ail kinds; sometimes 
dancing ;. and in this manner, either the Princess ahd her 
Ladie^wiMi me, or we i^t Montague House, we passed 
our lime. Twice, after spending the morning with me, 
she iemained without giving me any previous notice, and 
would dine with us> and thus ended the year ISOl. 
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In tlie 'month of l^^bratty, b^foi'e Misi iQicrth wns to 
cmne into iraitiog in March 1802, the Princess, m one of 
* her morning visits, after she had sent Sander home, said, 
** My deal* Lady Douglas, I am come to see you this 
^^ morning to aiA a great fiiVoor of yoii, which I hope you 
** will grant ihe.*' I told ber, '' I vfas sure ihe could not 
'^ make any unworthy request, a)id that I could only say, 
^ I* should htfe gn^t pleasure in doing aiiy thing to oblige 
'' lier, bat I was really nt a loss to guess how I possibiy 
** <ottld have h in my power to grant her a favour. ** Her. 
Rojul Highness replied, '^ what I have to ask is for you to 
come and spend a fortnight with me ; you shall not be se^ 
paraied from Sir John, for be tns^ be with you whenever 
he pleases, and bring your little girl and maid. I meaai 
you to come 'to (he Round Tow^, where there are a com-', 
plete ' sishe bf rooms for a lady and her servant. When. 
Mrs. Lkle was in waiting, and hurt her foot, she resided 
theitt: Miss Hey man always was ther^, and Lord and 
Lady La^ngton hate slept there. Wheh I have any 
maif^ied people visiting m^, it U better than ilieir being in 
the 4iMse, «9d we are only separated by a small garden, 
rdidike Miss Garth, and she hates to be with me, more 
tfHm Whal her duty demands, and I don't Wish to trouble 
miy 6( my ladies out of their turn. I dhall require y^u^^' 
ai».h4f i° waiting, to Attend me in my walkv; and v/hea I 
dffM duff: write my notes and letteni fo> mi?, and be in 
tbi way^to speak '^o any one who may come on bu^ess« 
I isridom ^bppcar unti about three o^clock, and you may 
giv^homeibefoi^lWattt 70U after 'breakfast everyday/^ I 
repKed, thnlt being a nrarried woman, 1 couM not promise 
for miyscAf, and, as Sir Joiin was much out of health, I 
should not liffae to^I^ve faim; <bttt he was always so kind 
abd <f€ptl-natttred to me, that I dared venture to say he 
would «ttow me if he could ; and when he came iiome I 
asknd ^iitt if 1 dMuM go. Sir Jolm agreed to the Prin- 
cess's desire, and I took the vraitilig. Dftring mjr stay t' 
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alteiMied H«r Hotysil: HigboMi to: tl«»; pl^. u»i ibff ope|9»^ \i 

Wnidbtttf'ik. At; Mr# WkMmmCn in the i eMenini^ wkiU) 
qMof IM Itdie^* Wftsial;t}iell«i|iikhi(>f4 ttieiBriooeasi coio- 
friaiiied of b^g very wandy.iiid.odkdidiit for aky whidb^, 
% 4[nMtehe!in the Iito«ilage^ she alwajrs: calk 0i7. . Mrs. 
Wfluihiiixi was^ pierfec% at »> loss to. oompi^and; her 
^mimh md.isaiiie: to iM-for/anespiniatiQiu I told, botv 
(. bfslii^ked: she meatot idfe« Mrs. Windhani said: iha. had/ 
fMie in the house; was itmey tMirticidar kind sba resq^us^ 
tit<)Ul her I btliaved not ; thai nrhen the Printess theugttti 
BKVW to, rait me, ahe always . wanfed it, and 1 gavet faaci 
yf^. i;had» or could procure for her upon BlacUieatbf ^ 
lft|| cml4jnot always: suddenly . otfataift; what was. iHOsha^^ 
li«|^WimHiaQiithen prafosed to famre; SKWe sent fotveedt 
did s(^^ it viasi bb-on^t, ami the Prineess i dtank it aU^-rt 
^^ffhm\ atiJjerd Dai4NftQ«thV his» LoidshE^; askadi ne if: L; 
^ivasudia (Qdly>iadf in wutingy beings I suppose^ Juqprkad^ 
aSnfliy.appaariiig ih thai situatiD% w|heny to his bnoir-* 
lil%^ VikBdi net kaoiwn tfae> Princass more; diaai font? 
aienllMU: I. aaswaretl^ Lwas ati Montague Hoose^ hc^rtngs 
ayaiJJr ill walni^, untB MisfGartfa waa^wdl^ ik8.iheAiBr>* 
cesSiteU nsfr/ dm wa^iiiU Imii Dartanouth looked, sur^^ 
piMed^andsiaidlie had not hbasd of Miss GasA UeiagjilW. 
aedLwns sMrpmed^. I was stsuck^ witik^IkNMi^I%dbaseiith>'ai 
saamiegr denbt , of Miss* Gardi^SMllnessy anA after ^.thoui^^ 
ufionit Fibm< < the dinner we went at aa early hoits>! jlori 
tbeioferay^nd ^a. returned to BIlM:kbaadaf« Dttffii]|p(di^> 
ykk, I wsiaigreatiy surprised at thp ^vAkA^jObjI^i of )the Pfieff- 
oesi of. Waks's oomrersation, ^iob waa oonstantlyk V#Tr 
loaeay and snob as I had net been accustomed toi bes<B4<. 
sodb as, fci many instances) I have -not beeniaWet: t^drepeat^, 
ete» te Sin John, and Mehfuv inadei me ..ip»-l shouWt. 
c^ast. to khow Wrv bete»e a^ diughtdr i^{ hsv M*^ 
etioiigh Id he dDrrepiad^ her* ' t cpnfessv 1, wentl hmi^, 
hapie^^an4'b«Ji<visig-ehe.^ee>i#4iwiasi a^geod dealJiseift^: 
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dered in her senaety or sba never would have gone on ar 
the did. When she] came to sap with me in the Tower 
(which she often did) she would arrive in a long red cloak, 
a silk' handkerchief tied over her head under her chin, and 
a pair of slippers down at the heels. 

After supper I attended her to the house. I found her a 
person without education or talents, andwidiout any de- 
sire of improving herself. Amongst other thif^s which 
surprised roe while there, was a plan she tojd me she had 
in hand ; that Prince Wiliiam of Gloucester liked me, and 
that she had written to him, to tell him a fair lady was in 
her Tower, that she left it to his own heart to £nd bttt 
who it was, but if he was the gallatit Prince elie thought 
him, be would fly and see. I was amazed at iiu'ch a 'con- 
trivance, add said. Good God ! how could your Royal 
Highness do so ? 1 really like Sir John better thaiH airf ' 
body, and am quite satisfied and happy* I waited -nine 
years for him^ and never would marry any other person* 
The Princess ridiculed this, aiBd :Wd| Nonseiise, non- 
\ sense, my dear friend. In rnaifiqisance of the Pnncess's 

note. Prince William actually rode* the next morning to 
die Tower, but by good fortune Sir Sidney Smith had prer 
viously called and been admitted, and as we were walking 
by the house, Her Royal Highness saw the Prince cona* 
iog, went immediately out of sight, and ran and told' a 
servant to say she and I were gone walking, and we im* 
mediatsiyi walked away to Charhon, having first, Unperr 
ceived, seen Prince William ride back again, (of coune 
not very well pleased, and possibly believing I had a hand 
in his ridiculous adventure.) It seems he ^^as angry; for 
soon after His Royal Highness, the late Duke of Glouces<- 
ter^ ^une and desired to see the Princess^ and told her, 
that hb son William had represented to him how veij 
ffinee she pernutted Sir Sidney Smith to be, and how con- . 
3tantly he was visiting at Montague House ;. (hat it itested 
with heneif to keep her acquaintance at a proper dtftance. 
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mnd as Sir Sidney was a lively, thoug:htIess man, and ;hk3 
not been accustomed to llie society of ladiesi of iier rank, 
tee midit forget himself, and she would then have herself 
^to blaine-»-^that as a father,* and an earnest friehd> he 
came ;t6 her, very sorry h)deed to trouble her, but he 
.'•isottyured ^nd begged her to reooltect how very peculiar 
iher situitioQ'was, and how dottbly requisite it was sbe 
jdiookl be mdre cautious tiim other people. To *end tbis 
4ecti«0 (4s s|ie galled iO *»he .ra^g the Ml, Hod d^sir^fl 
vjtfr. Cole to fetch i^e. I -went into th^ cVawing-roplap, 
where tjie puke an4 Her l^oy^l Highi^e^s werp sitting, 
«nd phe. introduced ipe as ^u old friend of Prince WU- 
'|i«un's. His Royal Highpess got up, and looked^t n^ 
very lOMich, a^d iheq said, "The Princess ha^ been talk- 
hig a great deal about you, and tells me you have ma^e 
one of the niost delightful c|:iildren in the world, apd iji- 
deed it might well be so, when the mother was' so hand- 
some and good-natured-looking/' By this time I was So 
u&ed to these fine speeches, either from the Princess, or 
from her through others, that I was ready to laugh, and 
I only said, ** We did not talk about much beauty, bat 
* ifly Utile gii^l was in good health, and Her Royal Higtl- 
n#9si ^as vm obliging.-' As sooo aa His Royal Highness 
muiB gone^ the Princess sent iagain for oie, told me evefv 
(word he haid aaid, and $a|d, *' Hie i9 A gQod map, v^ 
tbereCpre V topk it as it yfs^s pifapi ; but if ]Pi jppQ Willi^Min 
h^fl veniprcd, (p talk to pae bjiuiself, J, wojjld jcertaio/y 
fiave box^ec} his eais: ho\yever, as he Ls. so inquisitiv.e, 
i^nd watches me^ I will che^t hip, and thrpw the djust in 
)>is eyeS| and make him believe Sir Si^lney comes her^ to 
tee you, and that yoij and he are' the greatest possible 
friends. I delight of all* things in cheating those clever 
jieople/' Her speech and intentions made me serious, 
and my mind was forcibly struck with the great danger 
ther.^ )?pu)d follow to myself, if she were this kind of pie^r- 
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«eii. I begged her not to think of doing sncb » thing i 
sayings Tour Royal Highness knows it is not so, and 
although I would Ao much to oblige you, yet ^hen my 
own character is at stakej I must ^^P* Good God, 
Ma'am, His Royal Highness would naturally repeat it, 
and what should 1 do? Reputation will not bear, being 
sported with. The Princess took me by the hand and 
said. Certainly my dear Lady Douglas, I know very well 
it 13 not so, and therefore it does not signify. I am sure 
ft is not so, that I am sure of. I have much too good an 
opinion of you, and too good an opinion of Sir Sidney 
Smith. It would be very bad in him, after Sir John's 
hospitality to him. I know him incapable of fluch a 
thing, for I have known him a long time ; but still I won* 
der too in the same house it does not happen. By this 
time I was rather vexed, and said. Your Royal ' Highnesi 
and I think quite differently — Sir Sidney Smith comes and 
goes as he pleases to his ro<»n in our house. I really aet 
little of him. ' He seems a very good-humoured, pleasant 
man, and I always think one may be upon very friendly 
terms with men* who are friends of one's hasbands, with- 
out ' being their humble servants. The Princess argued 
upon this for an hour, said, this is Miss Garth's argu- 
ment, but she was mistaken, and it was ridiculous. If 
ever a woman was upon friendly terms with any man, 
they were sure to become lovers. I said, I shall continue 
to think as Miss Garth did, and that it depended very 
much upop the lady. Upon the 29th of March, I left 
Montague Housed and the Princess commanded me to 
be seat up to her bed-chamber. I went and found her in 
bed, and I took Mrs. Vansit tart's note in my hand^ an- 
nouncing the news of Peace. She desired me to sit dawa 
close to the bed, and then, taking my hand, she said, 
'^ You see, my dear friend, I have the most complaisant 
'' husband in the world — I have no one A oontroul imr- 
I see whom 1 like, I go where I like, I spend what I 
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''please, and His Royal Highness pays for all — Other 
^ English hpsbands plague their wives, bqt he never 
'f plagues me at all^ which is certainly being very polite 
'' and complaisant, and I am better off than my sister^ 
'' who was heartily beat every day. How much happier 
'' am I than the Duchess of York. She and the Duke 
*' hate each other, and yet they will be two hypocrites, 
" and live together-^that I would never do. — Now FU 
" shew you a letter wherein ihe Prince of Wales gives 
'' me full leave to follow my own plans.'* She then put 
the letter into my hands, the particulars of which I have 
mentioned. When f had finished^ I appeared affected^ 
and she said, ''You seem to think that a fine thing; now 
** I see nothing in it ; but I dare to say that when my be- 
'' loved had finished it, he fancied it one of the finest 
^ pilosis of penmanship in the world. I should have 
^ been the man, and he the woman. I am a real 
" Bruoswick, and do not know what the sensation Fear 
^' is ; but as to him, be lives in eternal warm water, and 
delights in it, if he caa but have his slippers under 
any old Dowager's table, and sit there scribbling notes ^ 
** that's his whole delight," She then told me every cir- 
cumstance relative to her marriage, and that she would 
be separated, and that she had invited the Chancellor 
very often lately, to try and accomplish it, but they were 
stupid, and told her it could not be done. It appeared 
to me that, at this time. Her Royal Highnesses mind was 
Dent upon the accomplishment of this purpose ; and it 
would be found, I think, from Lord Eldon and the 
others, that she pressed this subject close upon them, 
whenever they were at Montague House ; for she told 
menoiore than once she had.* Her Royal Highness, 
before she put the letter by, said, " I always keep this, 
"for it is ever necessary, I will go into the House of 

, • The ChanceUor may n«w, perhaps, be able to grant her request ' 

N,B. Th€ pat89ge cimtmned ta thu Note u, ta the aiUhaUictUed Copif 
trmmUt€4 to M< PrnMeM ^ fTolcg, |»to«tf4 ta th§ Margin. 
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" Lords with it myself. The Prince of Wales desires me 
** in that letter, to choose my own plan of lifej, atid 
''amuse myself as 1 like, and also wlien I lived in C«rl- 
'* ion House, he o/ten asked me why . F did not select 
'* some particular gentleman for ray friend, and was sgr-, 
'' prised I did not."— She then added, " I nm pot treated ► 
'' at all as a Princess of Wales ought to be. As to the, 
'^ friendship of the Duke of Gloucester's. Family, I. 
*' understand that Prince William would like to marry 
'' either my daughter, or me, if he could* I now 
''therefore am desirous of forming a society of my 
'' own choosing, and I beg you always to remember, 
'' all your life, that t shall always btf happy to see you. 
" I think you very discreet, ai>d the, best woman in the 
world, and I beg you to consider the Tower silways 
as your own; there are offipes, and you might almost 
" live there,, and if Sir John is ever Cctlied away, do not. 
*' go home to your family ; it is not pleasant after people 
" have children, therefore always come t(j my Tower. 
**' I hope to see you there very soon again. . The Prince 
** has offered me sixty thousand if Til go aed live at 
''Hanover, but I never will; this is the only country in 
" tlie world to live in.*' She then kissed me, and I took 
ihy leave. 

While I had been in the round Tower in Montague 
House, which only consists of two roams and a closet on 
a floor, tjiad always my maid and child slept within my 
rooni, and Sir John was generally with me. He and all 
my friends having free permission to visit. Mr. Cole 
(the ragel) slept over my room, and a watchman went 
you're! the Tower all ilight— Upon my return home, the 
F^me apparent friendship continued, and in one of Her 
lloy^l Highhess's evening visits she told me,ishe was come 
to have a long conversation with mc, that she had been 
ih a great agitation, and I must guess what had happened 
to her. I guessed a great many -things, bot she^atd No, 
to them all, and then said I gave it tip, for I baid no idea 
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what she could mean, and therefore miglit guesff my 
whole life wiihout success. '* Well then^ I must tell you/' 
said Her Royal Highness, *' but ( am sure ynu know ail 
*' the while. I thought you had completely found roe 
*' out, and therefore I came to you, for you looked droll 
'* when I called for ale and fried onions and potatoes^ 
'^ and when [ said I eat tongue and chicken^ at my break* 
" fasts ; that 1 would sure as tny life you suspected me; 
" ttll me honestly did you not?" I uffected pot to un- 
derstand the Princess at all, and did not really compre- 
hend her. She then said, ''Well, Til tell; I am with 
*' child, and the child came to life when I was breakfast- 
^* ing with Lady Willoughby. The milk flowed up into 
'' my breast so fast, that it came through my muslin 
'' gown, and I was obliged to pretend that I had spill 
'' something, and go up-stairs to wipe my gown with 
*' a napkin, and got up-stairs into Lady Willoughby's 
^' room, and did very well, but it was an unlucky adven- 
^' ture.** 1 was indeed most sincerely concerned for her, 
conceiving it impossible but .she must be ruined, and I 
expressed my sorrow in the strongest terms, saying, wha^ 
would she do ? she could never carry such an ^ffait 
through, and I then said, 1 hoped she was mistaken. Siie 
said No, she was sure of it, and these sort of things only 
required a good courage, that she should manage very 
well; but though she told me she would not employ me 
in the business, for I was like ^ill the English women, so 
nery nervous, and she had observed me so frightened a 
few days past, when a horse galloped near pie, that she 
would not let rhe have any thing to do for the world. 
The Princess added, " You will be surprised to see how 
'' well I manage it, and 1 am determined to suckle the 
*' child myself." I expressed my great apprehensions, 
and asked her what she would do if the Prince of Wales 
seized her person, when she was a wet-nurse? She said 
she would never suffer any one to touch her person. She 
laughed at my fears, and added, " You know nothing 



^ about these things ; if yoa had read Les jtvanture$ 
*^ du Chevalier de Grammont, you would know bette|r 
'' what fisioibus tricks Princesses and their Ladies played 
** then/ and you shall and must read the story of Cathe^ 
*' rine Parr and a Lady Douglas of those times ; have 
'* you never heard of it f She then related it, but as I ne- 
ver had heard of it> I looked upon it as her own invention 
lo reconcile my inind to these kind of things. After this we 
often met, and the Princess often alluded to her situation 
and to mine, and one day as we were sitting together upon 
tlie sofa, she put her hand upon her stomach, and said^, 
laughing, " Well, here we sit like Mary and Elizabeth, 
'* in the Bible.'' When she was bled, she used to prest" 
me always to be, and used to be quite angry that I would 
not, and whatever she thought good for herself, always 
recommended to me. Her Royal Highness now took 
every occasion to estrange me from Sir John, by laughing 
at him, and wondering how I could be content with him ; 
urged me constantly to keep my own room, and not to 
continue to sleep with him, and said. If 1 had any more 
children, she would have • nothing more to say to me. 
Htrr design was evident, and easily seen through, and 
consequently averted. She naturally wished to keep us, 
apart, lest in a moment of confidence, I should repeat 
what she had divulged, and if she estranged me from my 
husband, she kept me to herself. I took especial c^re 
therefore, that my regard for him should not be under* 
mined. I never told him her situation, and contrary to 
her wishes. Sir John and I remained upon the same happj 
terms we always had. 

It will scarcely be credited, (nevertheless it is strictly 
true, and those who were present must avow it, or per- 
jure themselves) what liberty the. Princess gave both to 
her thoughts and her tongue, in respect to every part of 
the Royal Family. It was disgusting to us, beyond the 
power of language to describe, and upon such occasions 
we always believed and hoped she could not be awar« of 
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w1\at the was talking about, otherwise eommon family 
affection, common sense, and common policy, would 
have kept her sQent. She said before the two Fitzgeraids, 
Sir Sidney Smith, and^ ourselves, that when Mr. Adding- 
ton had his house given him, His Majesty did not know 
what he was about, and waved her hand round and round 
her head, laughing, and spying, ^' Certainly he did not; 
'' but the Queen got twenty thousand, so that was all 
** very well/' We were alt at a loss, and no one said 
any thing. This was at my houBe One morning ; the rest 
•f the morning passed in abusing Mr. Addiogton (now 
Lord Sidmouth,) and her critiques upon him clo|sed by 
saying, '' It was not much' wonder a Peace was not last- 
'^ ing, when it was made by the son of a quack doctor." 
Before Miss Hamond, one evening at my house, she said, 
'' Prince William is going to Russia, and there is to be 
a grand alliance with a Russian Princess, but it is not 
very likely a Russian Princess will marry the grandson 
'^ of a washerwoman." Sir Sidney Smith, who. was pre- 
sent, begged her pardon, asserted it was not so, and 
wished to stop her, but she contradicted him, and en- 
tered into all she knew of the private history of the Du- 
efaess's mother, saying, " she was literally a common 
^' washerwoman, and the Duchess need not to take so 
*' much pains an4 not expose her skin to the open air^ 
*^ when her mother had been in it all day long." When 
she was gone. Sir John was very much disgusted, and 
said>'her conversation had been so low and ill-judged, 
and so much below her, that he was perfectly ashamed of 
her, and she disgraced her station. Sir Sidney Smith 
agreed, and confessed he was astonished, for it must be 
confessed she was not deserving of her station; After the 
Duke of Kent bad been so kind as to come and take leave 
of her, before he last left England, upon the day I men- 
tto&ed, abe delivered her critique upon His Royal High- 
neH, saying, ** He had the manners of a Prince, but was 
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^* ft disAgre^abtc mat), and nort to be trusted, and that Hh 
^^ Majesty hud told bim, ' Now, Sir, when you go to 
'' Gibraltar, do Bot make such a trade of it as. you did 
** when yoo went to Halifax' The Princess repealed, 
^* Upon my honour it is true ; the King saidi ' Do not 
*' make such a trade of it.' She went on t<> say, *' the 
i'^ Prince' at fiwt ordered them all to keep away, but they 
'* oame now sometimes, however they were n6 loss, for 
^ there is not a man amonj^ them all whom any one can 
** make their friend/' As I was with the Princess one 
morning in her garden faousey His Hoyal Highness the 
puke of Cumberland waited upon her. As soon as he 
was gone she said, ** He was a fooKsh boy, and bad been 
"'> dd^ing her a- thousand foolish questions/' She then 
told me every word of his secrets> which he had been tell- 
it)g her, in particular, a long story of Miss Keppel, and 
that he safd> the old woman left them togetheri and 
wanted to take him in, and therefore he had cut the con- 
nei^tion. Slie said, she liked his countenance best, but 
she could trace a little fttmiiy likeness to herself; but for 
all the rest they were very ill made^ and tiad plumb-pud- 
ding faces, which she cogid not bear. His Royal High- 
neds thfe Dukeof Cambridge was next ridiculed^ iShe said 
he k>oked exactly like a tiierjeant, and so vulgar with 
his ^ars full of powder/' This wa^ her Royal High- 
ness's usus^l and &vof iie mode of amusing herself and her 
company. The oonversation was always about meti^ 
pt^isJQg the English men, reviling all English women^ as 
being th^ ugliest creatures in the woHd, and the worst, 
and alifv^ays engage<l in some project or another, as the 
impulse of the moment might prompt, withoHl- regard 4o 
consequences or appearances. Whether she amused 
other people in the same way, 1 know not, but (Ae diose 
40 #elate to mt every private circumstance she knew .rela- 
tive to every part of the Royal Family, and also every 
^hiag relative to her own, with such strange aoacdotes. 
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.nnd circumstaiTtial accounts of things that niever Bxets\kei 
of, that [ again repeat, I hope I shall never hear again; 
.and 1 rememher once in my lying-in-room, she gave sucb 
an account of Lady Anne Wyndham's marriage^ and alt 
her. husband said an the occasion, that Mrs. Fitzgerald 
sent her daughter out of the room, while Her Royal High^ 
uess finished her story. Such was the person' we found 
Her Royal Highness the Princess of Wales,- and as we 
continued to see her character and faults, Sir Joh» and^ 
myself more and more, daily and hourly, regretted that 
the world could not see her as we did, and that His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales should have lost anf' 
popularitif, when, from her own account (the only ac-' 
count we ever had) $ht was the aggressor from the begin-« 
ningi herself alone, and I, as an humble individual, de-* 
Clare, that from x\\q mo%\. heartfelt and unfeignedconvic-f 
vtion^ tbfit I believe, if any other married woman had acted 
. 6s Her Royal Highness had done, I never yet have knowct 
a man ^bo could have endured it ;- and her temper is so 
tyrantiical, capricious, and furious, that no man oaeartb 
will ever bear it ; and, in private life, any woman wha 
bad thus played and sported with her husband's comfort 
and her husband's popularity, would have been turned 
out of her house, or left by lierself in it, and would de- 
servedly have forfeited h«r place in society .r I thentforc 
again beg leave to repeat, from the conviction of my own 
unbiassed understanding, and the conviction of my ownr 
. eyes, no human being could live with her, excepting lier 
^ servants for th^ir wages; and any poor unfortunate wom^, 
' like the Fitzgeralds, for their dinner ; and I trust and hope 
her real character will sometime or another be displayed, 
that the people of this country may vtol be imposed upon. 
The Princess was now $ometin5es kind, and ac others 
churlish, especially if 1 would not fall into her plans of 
ridiculing Sir John. About this time, one day at table 
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%ith hi^r^ Hit b^an feibasitig Lady Rtimbold (wbom slife 
badlbvited tbitee bet a f^w days bcffore, to give her lettei^s 
cf fecammendtiUoti if sh^ went to Bronswrck), and as the 
irt)(Hfe ifi«8 m the usiMtl *violerit vtilgar ^e, atid 7 had ireTer 
neen Lady flombbld bvtt that onenrormng when she was 
li^r Itoysri >Highness*s gtresrt, and eared ndthing about 
h^, I 'did v6t joib 'in revifrnghet and Miss Ttutnbold. 
Sdt ISidHey 'Stoii'h was preaferit/ afnd las thbre appeared a 
^eat ^friendsbf^p bbtween the Ronrbolds ^tnd 'him, I 
^Ihdught it not'crvil to^bim to say anything, and one al* 
ways ^dnfceives, in being tjtrite Silent, one mast be nafe 
Jfirorfi offending any party. 1 was, 'however, mistaken ; 
fbr, observing me silent, she 'looked <at mie in a dreadfol 
fmsdion, and^aid, *^ Why dori*t yoo speak, 'Lady Donglas, 
'I know you think her i?g!y as well as as-^a vtilgar common 
'milliner ; Lord Heavens*! that she was ; and tier daughter 
looks Just like a girl 'that walk trp the street.*" 1 'Suppose 
>she expedited, lyy this thundering appeal, 'to force me^o 
join In the abasis; bat ft had -a contrary "effect npontne. 
(chose tojudgeentirefy for my^elf/and <I was determfrned 
1 woiild not ; therefdre, when she -had raved omil ^e 
icould go on no longer, 1 said I did not thidk'her ugJy ; 
it w»s -a harsh term. — I thought 'her manner very bad, and 
that she was very illdressefl : -but, when young, 'I thought 
she must hate ^been a pretty Woman. Thrs 'was past her 
powi^r of enduring, which ^I. really did not know, or I 
would have remainied sitent. She'fixed-her eyes furiously 
npon itie, and bawled out, '' Then you a 'liar, youVje a 
liar, and ihe'liitle child you'regoing to havewill be a liar." 
I pushed ttfy plate from me, eat no more, -and remained 
Mlent, and my -first impuke^was to push back iny chair 
and quit 4he house, but (he idea that i should ^break up 
'the party from table, and make "a eon fusion, ^and also my 
not being able to walk home, and my carriage not being 
ordered until night, left me in my chair. The eonversa* 
tion was changed ; at last, Sir Sidney said again, ^' Wellj, 



these Ladies have bad a severe trimming, ttiey bad better 
iiot have coiue to Blackbeath, aad there sits poor Lady 
Doi]glas> looking as if ahe weie going to be executed/ 
As I was very far advanced in my pxegnancy^it agitated me 
'greatly^ and I remained aloof and very shy all the evcA* 
ing. When I afterwards wrote to $ir Sidney Smith fpr 
Sir John, upon some common occurrence^ I said, I do 
not like the Princes? of Walei^*s mode of treating bcMr 
guests ;. her calling me a liar was an unpardonable things 
and if she ever speaks upon the suhje<;t to you, pray tell 
bQr I did not like it^ and that if 1 bad been a man> I would 
have rather died than endured it ; that it is a ihing which 
lieyer> by any chance, occurs to a Lady ; on a repetition 
of it I will give up her acquaiutancCit It seem^ Sir Sfdney 
Smith spoke to the Princess upou the sqbject ; for two 
days before I was confined, she made mc a morning vi^it 
with the two Fitzgeralds, and, after having sat ft short 
time; sftid, *^ I find you were very much affronted th^ 
other day at my house, when I called you a liar ; I de- 
dare I did not mean it as an affront ;, Lord Heav«na ! i(i 
any other language it is considered a Joke ; is it not Mrs. 
Fitzgerald f meaning that in Germany it js a very good 
joke to call people liars <forMr8, Fitzgerald does not 
know any language but German and English) ; Mrn.. 
Fitzgerald absolutely said. Yes, They made me very nerw 
Yous, and I burst into tears, >aud told the Prinqess \ only 
wished her to understand such a thing was never done, 
and was far from desiring her to apologi^se to me ; tha^ \ 
bad now forgiven and forgotten it, though I confers, a( 
the time, I was very much hurt, and very much ^o^inded \ 
that as I never heard of its being thought a joke ip anjf 
country, I was not the least prepared to receive it in that 
light ; for (bat, in this country^ ladies never used the ext 
pression^ and men only to shew their greats c9ntei;Qpt | 
that I never bpre malice twelve hours in my life, a^d 
there was an end of the matter. The Fit^^raids sa( by^ 
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sometimes as audience, approving by looks ; somerimes lif 
orators, begging ine not to cry, (after they had alt made 
me), and prai^^ing Her Roy aV Highness as the most mag- 
nanimous; amiable, good, beautiful, and gracious Prin- 
cess in the world. In short, they tormented metiJI they 
made me quite hysterical, and the Princess began th<eiT to 
he frightened, and they all got up to look about the room 
for hartshorn, or something of that kind to give me — 
the Princess crying, " Give her something, give her some- 
thing; she is very much shook, and her nerves agitated ; 
she will be taken ill.'* They gave me some water, I be- 
iieve, and (did all I could to recover my spirits; but I felt 
in pain, and Sir John came in soon after, and as I Jtnewit 
avould hurry him if he saw me ill, I appeared as clieerful 
as could, and they all uent away, the Princess taking 
no notice to him. Her Royal Highness had always said^ 
she wjould be at my lying-in from the beginning to the 
end, and commanded me constantly to let her krupw, say- 
ing, '* \ have no fear about me, and I would as soon come 
over the Heath in the middle of the night as in the day ; 
I shall have a bottle of port-wine on a table to keep up 
your spirits, a tambourine, and V\\ make sing.'' I was 
unwell all the night after Her Royal Highness had beeir 
with me, and remained so all the next day ; and next morn- 
ing, by six o'clock, was so ill, that Doctor Mackie, of 
Lewisham, who was to attend me, was sent for. In the 
forenoon* 1 begged Sir John to write a note to Montague 
House, where it so happened I was to have dined with the 
party. He wrote that i had a head-ache, apd begged 
leave to remain at home, and the Princess believed it, and 
went to town ; but upon her return, ai fiveo'clpck in the 
afternoon, she called before she went home to dress, to aslc 
Tiiyr me, and finding how it was, wanted to run up int6 the • 
ro(>m, but Doctor Mackie said positively she should not 
come, and locked the door nearest him to keep her ou|;. 
^ijsi^Cholmondeley and Mis$ Fitzgerald were drove home. 
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«nd Her Royal Highness and Mrs. Fitzgerald stopped. 
Upon my giving a load shriek she flew. in at the other 
door, and came to me, doings every thing she possibly 
eould to assist me^ and held my eyes and bead. The mo- 
ment she heard the child's voice she left me^flew round to 
Doctor Mackie, pushed the nurse away, and received the 
'Child from Doctor Mackie, kissed it, and said no one 
«hould touch it until she had shewn it to me. Doctor 
Mackie was so confused and astonished, that^ although 
jan old practitioner he left the room, without giving me 
any thing to recruit my strength and avert fainting, as is 
the custom, and the nurse gave me what she thought best ; 
by which omission, however, I was not subject to faint 
away, but it was certainly a new m^de of proceeding 
where life is at stake^and shewed more curiosity than ten- 
derness for me. Before my little girl was brought to me, 
I observed her Royal Highness stood holding it, that 
Mrs. Fitzgerald, the Nurse, and herself, were all intent^ 
and speaking together, as if there was something peculiar 
in its appearance ; the circumstance alarmed me, fearing 
it was born with some defect, and I asked eagerly to see 
it^and if all was right. The Princess upon this brought it 
to me, and said it was a remarkable large fine child, and 
the}' were only looking at a mark it had upon its left 
breast, certainly a very large one, and a little on its eyes, 
bnt it would go off. I recollected that, although I never, 
when in a pregnant state, was subject to whims, longing, 
as thinking ii very troublesome and foolish, yet I felt 
obliged, in this instance, to believe the old-received opi- 
nion to be correct ; for it happened, that during my visit 
at Montague House in March, I was one Sunday morn- 
ing very much incommoded by pains in my chest and sto- 
nach, and Her Royal Highness made Mrs. Sander give 
me some warm peppermint-water ; there was raspberry- 
ice in the desert the same day> and I had just began to eat 
pine, when the Princess looked at me, and said. My dear 
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tmij t)oag)a8> you have forgplteD the pmn you frttt 10 
'tkOB morning i and> Uimiog to her p^> ordered bioi to 
ttkeaway my plale. 

(Signed; CHAELLOTTE DOUGLAS. 

JOHN DOUGLAS, 
lo the presence of me^ 
(Signed) 
AUGUSTUS FUEDERICK, 

Dec. 9, 1805. 
A tmtt Copy^ 

(Signed) JB. Bhwificld. 



Mr. CoIi»» the page^ rerooY|ed> and I can nev^r 
^teKribe ray diaappoioimeni ; I was aloiost inclined to re* 
xnonatrate, aUhougb there was a large party of strangers, 
»nd I did exptess a desire to retain it, but the Princess 
would not allerw of it 1 and as she bad appointed herself to 
the sole management of me, I was obliged to be quiet | 
My tineaainess, however became extreme, and forgetting 
«^ry thing but the ice in question^ I asked a Mr* Hamer. 
who sal next to ose, to be so good as to ask for some ictt, 
and, by dint of asking him to do so, I at length indoced 
him, and at last he asked Lady Townbhend for some more 
ice. I immediately took my spoon, and stoQping a little, 
ao that theflofwecs upon the plateau canceakd me iii'part 
irom the Princess, eat all Mr. Hamer's ice, while be 
looked on . laughing,: and pat his plate a little nearer to 
me^ that it might not look so odd. The foUawing day I 
eat^^tglaasesof raspberry-ice atonQe,and was very well 
efter it ; and fffom that time soogbt it every where, and 
eait ef it voraciously ; and I eaaaet help attributing the 
taaxka of my little girl to the <{ircuoisiauce. Her Royal 
Siglwesa dien kissed me, begged me to send for her 
"wbeaever t liked, and she wouM came ; desired I might 
iMiee fdeQty of flajMiel about me, of whieii abe had teal 
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me sottYe by iSts. TnzgetsM, md then went booie t^ 
^nner. I knovf not what sbe said or did among >ber*p&rty 
at hotve, but Miss Cholmondeley aken said «be slioiitd 
ne^^er forget the f^riocess on (hat 4a)r» Alll^e month of 
August the Princess Vmfed me daily ; io one of these 
visits, after stie 'bad seat Mrs. Fitzgerald ati^ay, 'She drevir 
^ber chair close to the bed^ and said^ ^' 1 atn delighted to 
see bow well and «asily yau have got through this affair ; 
1, wiio atn not "the least tiervoU8^ shaiU make nothing ,at all 
<Gif 'ft. When yoa bear ^^f my hairing ti^en children io 
baskets from poor people, ta;ke no notice : that da the way 
I wean to manage: I AaH take any that oifer, and the 
one i tiave will be pnesented m tbe <siiiHpe V9uy, which , as I 
4)av« taken oVbers^iviii ^never be t^oogbt anyitbing about/' 
I asked her^ how ishe wouid ever get it'out of »the house I 
but she said^ Ob^ very <easj ly . I «feiid «t was a perilous bu- 
siness ; i would go ^iH>al^ ^l were beir<: but'she laughed 
at my lears, mnd said she bad vio douht 4>iit'of 'mam^ing 
lit all veiy weH , I was very glad she did twDt a«^ me to 
iasaist^ber^ f&t I was determined in my own mind never to 
jdo <so^ aud she iiever did make any request of me^ for 
{which I was very thankful. I put ithe question to her^ 
Who she would get to deli^rerbefi? but ^<didc|ot answer 
far:atDinute>:and then said^ I sfaaH get a person ovieir ; I^U 
manage it^ ^ut never ask meabput k ; Sander was >a good 
cveatube^ and being immediately about >ber person and 
slleeping near her foom, must *be told; butM-issGbaunt 
must be sent toiGermahy^ and i4ie (third -mraid, « young 
>gi|r]^ kept out of libe ^way >as -wdl 'as -tbey €K>Uld • ( sug- 
gested^ I was afraid ber^appearance at St. James's couM 
not fa'il (tO'be observed^ and efae would -have to encounter 
lall the Aoyal Family. -Her reply was/Tbat she knew 
ihow to 'manage her dress^ and by continufidly increasing 
Jargeicusbiops behind, no one would 'observe, andfoi^tu* 
nr.tely the Birth-Klays were over» until libe should bave^got 
rid of :ber appeavansse. in this manner passed all the time, 



of my confinemerrt/at the end of wbie^ she seiU Mri* 
•Fiizj^erald to attend me to Cbarch> and when I went to 
ipay my duty to Her^Koyal Highness, after I \fent abi^oad 
again, she told me, whenever I was quite stout, she would 
have the child christened, that she meant to stand in peF- 
son, and I mttst find another godmother; Sir Slddey 
f Smith would be the godfather. I named the Duchess of 
Atholl/a9 a very amiable woman, of suitable rank; and 
•aid, that as there had been a long friendship b^wixt Sir 
John's family and the Atholl family, I knew it wouJd be 
very^greeable to him, Fmding they were gone to Scot- 
land, we wrote to ask heir Grace ;\and she wrote word she 
would iBtand godmother with great pleasure, and etidosed 
' ten guineas for the nurse. The Princess inviied Sir SkJpey 
« Smith,'and Mn and Mrs. Spencer Smith, and Baron Her- 
. bert, JELod Sir John Douglas, to dine with her. Miss 
' Cholnlondeley rand the two Fitzgeralds were with Her 
- Royal Highness, and in the evening they all came ; I 
r^ , .staid :at home to receive her. The Clergyman froin 

Lewisbam christened the child ; the Princess named it 
Caroline Sidney. As soon as he was gone (which ly^^s 
, shortly after the ceremiony was over), the Princess sat 
down upon. the carpet — a thing she was very food ^f 
doings, in preference to sitting upon the chairs, saying, it 
was the pleasantest lively affair altogether she had evif^r 
known. She chose to sit upon the carpet the whole even- 
ing, while we all sat upon the qhairs. Her Rovjal High- 
ness wa^ dressed in the lace* dress which^ Itbmk, she 
wore at Frogmore fete — pearl necklace, bracelets,! i^od 
% armbands, a pearl bandeau round her head, and a long 
. lace veiL When supper was announced, her: Royal High- 
ness went in ai^d took the head qf the table, and eatajQ 
amazing supper of chicken and potted lamprey, wbiirfi 
she woiild. have served to her on the sacde plate,^ )an4.e4t 
them together. After supper she cdM the ,att€«|ti«>n ^^f 
the party to my good looks, and saying, I was as lively 
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.Mid t$pt9gk M e^eri taid, tbai I bftd sudi ski»p #jeB, I 
faund her out in ev0tff ^ing> addii^, Ob I ^be foand me 
jout wKoe day in such a ihmg svbeti I iv^at at looebeon^ and 
gave qie a Iftok which Was ao exprestive, thai; I w^s sarb 
the kaear^ This apeecb^ which .«he, between herself and 
ine^ wat ietlgebta to the fiartj* I did net know what to iHf, 
-bflt I saw the secret cost faer dear to kecqi/ and idie was 
ready to betray it to any one she met, by tfaestrangelluiigs 
abe said and did : I laughed and said, if lay eijces have 
heee too observJag I am aorry^ I neyer intended them to 
be;; I cannot be ^ite so fwltte as to aay, ^^ if my ai^t 
oiiends I mil put it owt/' because I think with Sheridai^ 
that the pn^idieefoatroagly in favour of two ; bat depend 
nfmnitfU «dL futiire 1|iaeh^9fis I will do nothing 1>ui 9^. 
She wds : in grimi ipirit^, staid antil two o'chiek iaihe 
jBMming* and Ibcfib atle»ded by Mi9«;£^o}mood^ey tmd 
-tba £ti:^m1d8i» ymi% Kbme. Her Royal H^g^mets's oivt- 
litie^ contitKHedi; tkm desired me toaataiitly to bring ny 
^Mldven t«» Mevitagaie Honae, aad also tlve inibiit ; and 
#(ifen4 #«ta Id feavte fet\mi t^^oeklali, sh^vi^otiidiiot 6«ffih: 
tAt, bat cfotdiiikfelKlied me U) 49r it iti iht dfjiwing-t'^om 
^hefr^ &he wai» ; diid ^h^ Ostd^ fvlifi her h^it^ ^S^iting ta!t 
hoth oii)rt]fk»gs And tik^tAhgi, ahd nui^ing Irtfle CardKnt 
tbr fronts togttter. I saiw now tfct Prtncesfi Wid told Mi-g. 
Satid^^ !f«rtit>, 1 believe, v^ai A very tj^ifct feo6d kittd of wo- 
^^tf^ attdher ebutit^ta^ftCe Viraiifblt csf 6dhe^n aWd anid^l;^. 
fih& appeared d«!rirotlik of ii()^ttkii&^ to toe, titiSi irdfd tfh- 
iMtisdly dteequiiotts,; but the Priheess^lw^ ^tatdhed \H 
ioth d^se ; tf Sfltttder cam^ into ^ room, and i v^erxt to- 
Wi^i her, the Prtnceis eaiiie d6^,dt ^nft o'hii tfr antKlrfec 
##«y^ 1^ fh^t f coiild nt^V^> ^cftfk^ to l^irr. Th^ Prkit*^^ 
%Mi «ei^ ^ciH^Mted #ith Sir Sidn^ Stfi^b> to ^i^m ibe 

lil^%^ti.^ (i^rdtfli^tid i«(y«t^ry f^fait^f Wh^^e fttt^y ^ 

%iid b^n §d kttit, t^lHivg «r^ t<dnittt(ftt)y «hat A^ Hk^ 
^ettiittt, b^ie^^ «id Mr. Sttriib hi^d' (is^v^difh^ ^Hk^^ 
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Bnioswick's life- As Sir John was Sir Sidney's friend* 
she therefore was shy of us all, and we saw little of her- - 
but on the SOth of October I went to call upon Her before 
I left Blackheath, and met her Royal Highness just re^ 
turned from church, walking before her own house with 
Mrs. Fitzgerald and her daughter, dressed in a long Spa- 
nish velvet cJoak and an enormous muff, but which' toge- 
ther could not conceal the state she was in, for I saw di- 
rectly she was very near her time, and think I must have 
seen it if I had not known her situation. She appeared 
morose, and tolked a little, but did not ask to go in, and 
aftertaking a few turns returned, home; In about a fort- 
night we received a note, the Princess requesting neither 
Sir John or I to go to Montague House, as her servant* 
were afraid some of the children, she had taken had the 
measles, and if any infection remained about the house^ 
we might carry it to our child. We wrote a note expres- 
sive of our thanks for her obliging precautions, and that 
we would not go to Montague House, until we had the 
honor of receiving Her Royal Highness's commands. The 
Priaces never sent for us, and when I left my card before 
I went to pass Christmas in Gloucestershire. I was not 
admitted, so that / never iaw her after the SOth of Octo- 
ber i buti heard the report of her having adopted an in- 
fant^ and Miss Fitzgerald told it me as she rode past my 
bouse, but would not come in, for fear she should bring 
the measles. Upon my return to Blackheath in January, 
I called to pay my duty. I found her packing a small 
black box, and an infant sleeping on the sofa, with a 
piece of scarlet cloth thrown over it. She appeared con- 
fused, and hesitated whether she should be rude or kind, 
but. recovering herself, chose to be the latter ; said, she 
was happy to see me, and then taking me by the hand led 
me to the sofa, and uncovering the child, said. Here is 
the little boy, I had him two days after I saw you last ; is 
APt it a nice little child i the upper part of his face is very 
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fine. She was going to have said more, when Mrs. Fit» 
^eral'd opened the door and came in. The Princess con- 
sulted what I had better hay e, what would be good for 
me. I declined any thing> but she insisted upon it I 
should have some soup, and said, my dear Fitzgerald^ pray 
go out and order some nice brown Soup to be brought 
here for Lady Douglas. I saw from this the Princess 
wished to have spoken to me more fully, and Mrs. Fitz- 
gerald^ saw it likewise, for instead of obeying, she rung 
the bell for the soup, and then sat down to tell me the 
whole fable of the child having been brought by a poor 
woman from Deptford, whose husband had left her, that 
Mr. Stikeman the Page, had the. honour of bringing it in, 
that it was a poor little ill*lobking thing when first brought, 
but now^ with such great care, was growing very pretty, 
and that as Her Royal Highness was so good, and bad 
taken the twins (whose father would, not let them remain) 
and had taken this, all the poor people would be bringing 
children. The Princess now took the child up, and I 
was entertained the whole morning by seeing it fed, and 
every service of every kind performed for it by Her Royal 
Highness the Princess of Wales. Mrs. Fitzgerald airied the 
iiapkins^ and the Princess put them on ; and from this 
time the drawing-rooms at Montague House, were lite- 
rally in the stile of a common nursery. The tables were 
covered with spoons, plates, feeding-boats, and clothes, 
round the fire ; napkins were bung to air^ and the tjiiarble 
hearths were strewed mth napkins which were taken from 
the child 'j for, very extraordinary to relate, this was a 
part of the ceremony Her Royal Highness was particu- 
larly tenacious of always performing herself, let the com- 
pany be who they might. At fifst the child slept with 
her she told me, but it made her nervous, and therefore 
a nurse was hired to assist in taking charge of it, and for 
liini to sleep With. The Princess said one day to me as 
she wais nursing him, he hi^d a little milk for two or three 
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daj^JTy^bul lit did tM)t do> so we briog him: up I^ hahd whh 

all kind of nouibhing thiDgi»^ and yau 8tfe bim weM'hr 

tbriveA.; so that I i^ally always iliifipcMed she had BlAeiBfllii'. 

ed to suable it. Another titfie sh^ shewed nte Ms hmi^ 

wJhioh b^ a pink xxmk updJi it>. and said, i* was/vdrjr/sifiH 

g^lafi bath wr ohUdren ishoairi be^ macked^ and- shar 

tb^ug)it^<i* c&V^s ofima frt>m.be« bli^irr^ sbme.wiav 

thrown. o(v her h^ad^. for abe dM ud^lMk BMaah'AtKtlie 

Caroli ne's mark • The. Pr iiieeist do w adopted n rmm iHodr 

^ £ inyiiiAg,us to see b^r* Sbe; wquld invite either Sir 

^ • ihn or I> but never both ti^gathfe^ aafWmtalyv l^son^hi^ 

3v :rV frooi fAis^ that ^s: she found it 86 difllovit to harp 

(^ M ' he'T own stttety she douJd ill ima^f de r hadi be^tl al^ifi^ 

C0^ - - Aphen^ a«d therefuie liKder the impresaioak tkdt 'Wf 

io H^ v iiRd I nuist haw told »Sir Joh0>*did not: like t<9 m^% 

that ^ h<. ^' "^uipeyes.; and if.shes«w Sii'Jdfan t«itiia«t ai>yCdiiid^ 

botll r^^ . yr ;u(^' by his looks, and l»iii)Ber whether. I> 6a4 di» 

bettef^i v^'. -tr Biot^ I catioludeabevisaaatilaQgthsmifiMttlat' 

vulg«F'^-- • ; foi» we werdone tiKMrning^bodi incited ag»i« in 

IbaA^ I >* . HWiMier^ to a^ brea4faM> and as) it w^'aa^?^ 

the fipfiW^ ,- ^ ranged p^ly, I will putl^down^tfae namiss/ tor 

curiotf^y'^^ » ^v wfeo is id pepase thia^detaily k wid rot^m 

to tUe; Jf,?.^ ^ .,. Her Royal Hig^BaasA eamt^t aiway«f|ttM»w 

the id^v , V ^ . sfee is abouta Wheo we entei«d> thci F^ff]^ 

cor«^W7f.^^^. ^< iponthesefa^ elegaotly dressed ih tfWhit^ 

ce8a^P> ^^^fgt'Ji whitoh covered, her bead ^ad fell ttH 

and.VJ^?^.^^^^^^*^ » and she bod Ym little b»«f^ ttfibiV* teF 

ovaf<^ **^^^' ;^;^\Y^ dy%.^^««* KkeUpjse. Th* gwi^fe t(^^- Hfe*. 

kn^e.mf?v -^S5 J>/ Walesy vfri*^ Mi«^ 

U<^^.^U^^^^ Captilin Nniribyi of the N^vy; SfK 



. «^ W^ hearc^I ha^e t^k^ a MWe<n^ial'^ SrF J^^ 
<2^Sr Y?i,'Ve b^; afia it seemedd fin% Babyi S68 



t|fa€^ itftt doyt^ to table^. ptati-ng a cbaif for Princeas 
Chaulotte oa her rigkt band,, takiilg me by tbe hand and 
j^ttUmg 0^ oa her left band^ ioki< Captain Maaby to ait ak 
tbe to|)9 and Mr^ Spencec Soiith at the bottom^ and Star 
Jobo and tibe Fit^sgecaldfi faced U9* Princess Charloiifie 
bed a plaia dianer prepared for her in anoitbef rooiii^ ac* 
cordioig; to custom^ and cume in wben our desert was 
placed, wben we all sat down si^aki as we were sittings 
esccept Miss Hunt, who was never ordiered to sit, bot 
stocd a few yards ftoni Princess Charlotiie. About five 
o'clock Her Royal Higjhaess i^ose front table, tbe little 
boy was brought in again, Princess Charlotte played with 
il, and the Princess o£ Wales wished all of us a good 
morning, and, we broke up, totnlly at a loss lo conceive 
what amusement it could be to collect ua together^ This 
bveakfasl was^ a kind dlfinult^ We had very little inter* 
CQui-sft* Her Royal Highness would walk past our house, 
for the express purpose of shewing she did not mea& to 
come in, and whem wi? did see bor^ she always abused Sir 
Sidney Smith. Often said, she wondered 1 liked to li<ve 
at such a dull place as. Black heath, and in abort gave tM 
hints, we could ^ot misuaderataod, that sbe wanted as 
away. . At this titde Sir John received a kiter itoax bis 
divisioa, expressive of tlie General's wish that he woold 
go to PLymoutt), and tll^refore ((tithont an Admiralty 
Order) he determined to go to emancipate ourselvestirom 
the Princess of Walesi sIukI ali^sooni as We coidd dkrpose of 
the furniture>^ i followed him, leaving the bo»se empty, 
which was ours three monthSi after 1 quitted it. The day 
Sir John was to set off, the Princes* walked to our house, 
and though bis tifunks were in the room, and he wasoc- 
cuj)Pt'd, would have him sit down «biid talk 4o her, 090^ 
. f(m€nng bim and myself nwo with kiadness, aind said, 
she could eat soi^ethtiig. She ^id no, ataid fourihoiBraiii 
the house, -and «t partjii^, took <Sir Jolin by b««h^ bittda, 
wished Uinfi every good yrishb asid ^begged bias always to 
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recollect how happj' she should be to see bim again^and 
that she woald be very kind to me in his absence ; however, 
after he was gone^ she never came near me^ or offered 
me any. kind of civility whatsoever. When I was upon 
the eve of departure, called upon her and took her god- 
daughter and my other little gVrl with me. She was al- 
most uncivil, and paid little or no attention if I spoke. I 
said the children were yfiih me> but she did not answer, 
and after spending four or five hours very unpleasantly, 
suffering all the unpleasant feeling of being where I had 
been courted and idolized^ I begged permission at last to 
go away. When I went out, to my surprizcy I found the 
childreji had been kept in the passage near the front door, 
H*ith the door open to Blackbeath, in a December day, 
. with four opposite doors opened and^hut upon them, in- 
stead of being taken to the housekeeper's room, as thej 
always had been.  My maid' had at length begged the 
footman to go to a fire, as the children, cried dreadfully 
aud were very cold; I understand the man was a foot- 
man> of the name ofGaskin^ 1 think, and bis answer was^ 
if the children are cold, you can put them back into the 
carriage and . warm . them. I took them home, immedi- 
ately, and. was inclined to return atid ask why they had 
been thus all of a sudden treated with this brutiility and 
impertinence, and wiiich was doubly cruel in Sir John's 
absence : but I deferred going until I meant to take my 
final leave, which I did on the following Sunday. Doctor 
Burnaby was standing in the hall with every thin^ pre- 
pared for the Princess to receive the sacrament. I was 
.ushered through notwithstanding, and the footmen 
seemed to go to and fVo as much at their ease, as if no 
such thing, was preparing. She was standing in the draw- 
.ing-room, and received me with Mrs.* Lisle and Mrs 
.Fitzgerald, 1 said I should have been gone before, had 
.it been, in my power, and in compliance with her com- 
,maads,.had come to take' my leave; . She did not ask me 
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to sit down/ bdt said — God bless you ; goodbye. I theii 
said, I was much concerned I had brought my J ittle girls 
3 few days past^ and that I should never have done so, 
but from her Royal Highness's repeated desire. She said, 
she was sorry ; and asked, who used ihem so. I told her, 
ofie of her livery servants, and Sir John would not like to 
hear of iu Her Royal Highness said, stop amoinent; 
flew past me through the hall where Doctor Bin-naby 
stood waiting for her, up to her owh room, and returned 
with a white-paper box, pushing it into my hand — 
God bl^ss you, my dear Lady Douglas.. I said, I wished 
to decline taking any thing, that my object in coming 
there was to offer her my duty, and tcH her how ill i»y 
children has been used. I could not conceive how aiijf 
footman could use' the freedom of treating Sir John's 
children so, unless be had been desired. She only 
answered, '^ Oh ! no, indeed ; good bye.'* I attcnipted 
to put the box into her hands, saying, I had rather not 
have it ; but she drooped her hands and turned away, i 
therefore wished' Mrs. Lisle and Mi^s Fitzgerald good 
morning, and went away. Doctor Burnaby spoke to me 
fts I passed him, and, looking back, I saw her RoyiJ 
Highnesses head ; she was lookiug out after me, to see if 
she had fairly got rid of me, and laughing immoderately 
at Dr. Burnaby in his govi^n, I quitted her house, ' re- 
solved never to re-enter it but for forms sake, and wrote 
her word, that as I bad long been treated rudely, and my 
children, whom she courted to her house, were now in* 
suited there, I felt a dislike to accepting a present thrown 
at me, as it were, under such unpleasant circumstances^ 
that I had not untied the box, and requested she would,* 
permit me to. return it ; and that as I was an English Gen- 
tlewoman, and defied her to say she had ever ^h a single 
impropriety in my conduct,. 1 would never suffer myself 
4o,be ill used without a clear explanation. The Princess 
wrote back a most haughty imperious reply, desiring me Xb 
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hetp the box, «tiled hetwtlt VfAo^oeak ef WHm ta alnost 
€Yery liD^y aod kmiited me. to snch a /degree^ thai Z ro* 
tttraed ao Miswer insMtiog vep^u her cxpUiping herself. 
Tbii ebe retnmed ne etiopened, spying) she ivoaUl wait 
o^flt myiseoond letter, and bad tbeceibre SLBt.it to ne to 
|nit in tiie fire^ and thttt she i^v.a$ veadjr to fnit tht matter 
jft oUiirioB, fu f he desired me to lioj Wi4i^d me and m^ 
clew little cfbildrea weU, and should Bi ail times be gla^ tA 
see iier focraer neigMMMir* I did as she desired^ Md ifeot 
•«vajr at Christmas iiritiiout ever'Seeingi>r beciriffg more of 
het Royal Highness, and fouod in the.^per ynm ^ 'gfM 
aacklare, wtsb a medallion soapeoded from Jt of a meek; 

Thns coded mj loscrcourae, fort^ piteeeot, ^kh the 
Piiiiti t iii of Wab»,»aind the jnear MOB. 

Wbea ive tiesided in Dewterttire^ seeing by tto ipa^HMH 
that bcr Royai HtghncM vai iH^ we sest a«ote '<rf^ eti^ 
l)«iflj to theladjrin svateing^adiicbarasiainswered teryp^f^ 
Ktel J, and even in ,a frieodlf nianoer by het Roya) High'- 
OessVonileni. UipiMi the arrival of the dttke^ of Sos^e^ 
fiooiB abtvad^ Sir John returned'oo tcwro to attend If t{n,«od 
adiett we 4roreto Blacidiealk to te^out frie»ds> *l teft ttif 
terd ibriier Royal fiig:hneBS, in^h© iras, visiting Mr. CslH^ 
liiog ; tbe moment jhe tpeturned home tfbe commanded 
Mib; V«Foan to send me ifosd nev^er ito repeot my vi«lH 
to Btackheatb. I .gave Sir Joke tbe note, atid tmist ^on^ 
liia^.aeaustoaiied as I had been to hei- haagh^y •ovet4>earkrg 
wpnoBrfttthis «soee<fod ray heiiet of what 6b« was ^i»- 
|hMb4iO 'boing so inootiMileat norkh her tmo 1as<^ te«teM> 
ImtsttKJwt mm, she; ,thionght we 'vveM^one aibove MO 
nthi Aam Ilea, and riomaM be tbeveifof mmy ytars, aM} 
JbacBc«m>'<aaieidatEd upon, tbe return^ of bis^ Royai Higtk 
mem tie Shiite of Somes,, batr lag tery oAcn toM mm^Af 
AD3ttL.HftghnesB>weaMraefmrdrve iti fiiiglaiMlv in^birllfi^ 
jmaf.'fl itife^iiae; tihm ehe luw ceatain of th^ and Imtf 
■mMiS fiirycnomiBgii; and Sir Jdbo mooUfie^r«os« 
Mmtmm. I mippoieabeiEpiitataatfatsaBtmlsertNMd^'bou 
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ciiito* sbH wiflbeil'it; addy til€fe(bre, th^ retiifii of hk Rd)tdl 
Highness Wacr- a motta) deatb-blbw td all her hopbtf Oil 
tbi» 8C6M; and ¥^h«il sh« fOHUd thtit his Rdyal Highnedrf 
9f^ Hot' ofilif fftttiif^^d} biir' that Sif* Jdhn wli^ in' at^ 
Mlkhneei and' that hi» Royal Highlieati wtt^ in CftritOtf 
Hou8«9 ^here Sil* John nfigKf see^ and hatd' the hbtlbtii* 
oPbeiti^ Made ktt<]iwil to the Prineeof Wak«, h^tfedrat^^ 
^g^ gbt thi^ beittihr of ev6ry pruddtit^ cohsidterfltiofi; Md sUd? 
conafoifllnddcl MViTi Vemoh to distnlis^ rate as I hdv^ vAtn» 
tidnfed; Hiid the PHriee^ of W^f«^ written td me hefifelf; 
and' told nie, in 'a* cii^it mailer/ that 6be would thank mc^ 
to keep away> f sliotrtd ha'te 'a<?qiiaint^ her, that I wished 
and desired to do 80/ and had otifj called fo^ the sak^ of 
appearances, and there the mattct would have ended ; un* 
leto I had ei^T been called upon (as I atb- noW) by His Mli-< 
jesfy, or the' ll<eir Apparent, In- that cast, as in this> 1 
should have mtide at my sacted duty to have answered, as 
upon mjr oadi^; biM the circumataiice of being driven 661 
of her house by the hatlds of the lady in waiting, as if 1 
had deserved iti^and as if I wei^e a 'culprit, was wotlndift^ 
one' with a poisoned arrow, which left the' w6und to fester 
after it had torn and stabbed me; it was a 'refinement in' 
insult, for' Aie Princess had always been in the habit of 
writing to' me fUfiself, and had commanded me nevar l6 
hold ' inteHcbur^ with her through her ladies, but always 
dii^etly ta herself; and so parti^ubr were her direction^ 
and permisstoil upon this head> that she told me ntiver td 
put my letters- under cover, but always direct them to her-^ 
sdlf. I fdt so miserable, that Mrs. Vernon, to ii«fhom I 
waS' knowii, and foi^ whom Sir John and myself * had anf 
esl^m, sb6ukl tlnoak ill' of me] and I theHtfofe wfOtd to 
the- Prineefs,' sayhig, ^^ From' this momient sh^ judg^ 
proper to come into my family, I >bad always conducted 
niyaidf toward* heF Royal Highn^* with the respect her 
high ' station deiuanded; afld that when' sbe forced faei- 
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secrete .upon me, I had (whatsoever my sentiments were) 
kept them most honourably for her, never yet having even 
told Sir John, ' although I gave him my full confidence in 
all other things; nor had I even, under my present aggra- 
vation, imparted it, or meant ;-*-that after such generous 
conduct OB my part, I was at a loss to conceive what she 
proposed to herulf by persecuting me ; that I was afflicted 
at being so placed in the opinion of a good woman, like 
Mrs. Vernon, and who was free to say what she pleased 
ypon the subject every where; that it was half as bad to be 
thought ill of as to deserve it ; and that I would wait upon 
Mrs. Vernon, and detail to her a circumstantial account of 
every thing which had occurred since I had known her. 
Royal Highness ; and I would acquaint my husband and 
family with the same, and leave them, and the circle of 
ray friends, ; to judge betwixt her Royal Highness and 
myself; that I >vouId not lie under an imputation of hav- 
ing done wrong; and I took my leave of her Royal 
Highn^sji for ever, only first regretting 1 had ever known 
her, and thankful to be emancipated from Montagiie 
House, jmd that she owed it to. me to have, at least, dis- 
missed me in a civil manner, by her o&n hands" This 
letter her Royal Highness returned unopened ; but,, from 
its appearance, I had strong reaspn to believe she ha.d 
read it. I was resolved, however, if she had not, she 
should be taught bett^, as she might not treat any other 
person so ill as she had me, and my .mind was bent upon, 
speaking to Mrs. Vernon ; I was nearly certain, if I wrote 
to Mrs. Vernon, the. Princess would make her send my 
letter back, and therefore.! wrote Mrs. Fitzgerald nearly 
a copy of what I sent her Royal Highness, and called. 
upon. her, as she had been always present, to say, if she 
ever saw any thing .in my behaviour to justify any rude- 
ness towards mei that I was precisely what the Prancess 
found me, when the Princess walked np to her knees in 
snow to seek my acquaintanfiey and precisely the same in- 
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dividml vfhom 'she had thought worthy of the strongest 
proofs of' her friendship, and whose lying-in she had at* 
tended in so particular a manner, and had thought worthy 
of shedding tears over; that her Royal Highiiess had 
thought proper to confide in me a secret, of very seriotu 
importance to herself; and I would mot, after acting in 
the most honourable manner to her, foe dismbsed by a 
lady in waiting ; and I meant to be at Montague House, 
and have a satisfactory conversation with Mrs. Vernon; 
and therefore she would be so good as acquaint her Royal 
Highness with the contents of my letter, or lay it before 
her Royal Highness. Mrs. Fitzgerald sent back a con- 
fused note, saying, she could not shew the Princess my 
letter, unless she was called upon; and when she opened 
it her disappointnient was great, for she expected to have 
found respectful inquiries after her Royal Highness's 
finger (which was hurt when she went to see Mr. Canning), 
and that I might make my mind easy, as ladies in wafting 
never repeated any thing; and she %vas astonished I had 
thrown out such a hint. A day or two after, a note was 
sent to Sir John, as if nothmg had happened, requesiting 
him to go to Montague House* The servant who brought 
it drove Mrs. Vernoii from filackheath home to her o%vn 
house in town/ and I have no doubt it will be found (j^ 
inquiry is made) that Mrs* Vernon was put prematurely 
out of her waiting, lest I should explain with her. Sir 
John obeyed her Royal Highness's summons, and she 
received him in the most gracious pleasant manner, tak* 
ii^ as much pains to please and flatter him now as she had 
formerly done by me, and began a conversation with him 
relative to a General Innes, of die Marines, whom the 
Admiralty thought proper, with many others, to put upon 
the retired list ; she exprest an ardent desire to get that 
officer reinstated, and consulted Sir John, as belonging to 
die same corps; how she could accomplish such an under- 
taking. Sir John listened to her attentively, and made 
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liir flMWt :4pd .,ve|fy ,4^1i(e severs, si0|i|MB(|iig Jb^r 4|p 
BMci» thi«g ^WM ;«i^r dkme. Sbe tjifen .«iiiid .sh^ nwt qpf^ 
|0t j(4Q|ti J<f4till0tftl>ottt%,«ait vas ^Jutrd o^KBe. Tbe li»^ 

9ttmi kmelf ^94 4)ie ladies, ^r Jioha r found Mrp^Verr 

;iK9r^ .all >B^iitfKl^^ir Jiito^nemiuiu^ OB:ius .jkig0> .apd Bh? 
^QftfcM yamiiavsIyM him, .ftnd.4aid, '^^ My 4e9r Sirj^qba, 
Mt 5IOWI1 ftnid.:^/' He bQMMKl, jmilb iKsiaoi ^fQ4p«!Qt> ^ 
Midj jbe; ^QiAld fipt^ ^ ; t tW be » \imis ^ksiroiis of retijiraifig to 
^WP;^:9iyt .ifiji^r Rpy»lJ9ighiiefis had 419 further bjusii^^ 
^k biohi^ W^lild kpe )l^ve tO/go* T^ Prii^cesa 1<k4m^ 
ipiti9 du«ap<;ieit«d, md .w4, iWhat Aoi' ^t wy tl)in$» »^ 
^ do^wb ; .pii^ >tiike n. glass of wio^ *h«i. H« ^fv^ 

llgiip 119 ^Ibefore^ .and repeated .tbut )hB couid piei^Nr e^ 
^pr drink* W^Hih^n, she Jiid^ 'f Gome again. 6P0d> 119 
^earSirJobo; Always gkd. .to .s^e jqulJ' .'Sk.Jpim fiwle 
no jre|>lir,';lK)iiii»9C^ «iad left tbe .rpqm. ? I iiow..necetted> |i|r 
Ibl^ tWPfeony, post, a loi^aDonyiiuiusi letter, .written rli^J^iJy 
cesdeKi jqai^chievops persop^ .tbe .Prkiqess of !Wai^9, 19 
jiKbi(^>'iu laqptage which 3Dy one^ vfho bad jevier ih^urd 
)>er>siieak, would ha?ie<knawn to jbe hers, shei^ed^e.idil 
lupd oif paiQ^s, .ionpudiBait, silltf, wretcHgd^ yingr^it^ulf md 
fti^D^^Plfiilii^ iU»teralie)> she uib .me to r take >iAa/, #od 
lit will m^ni my iff toTiper, &c. &c. ^. and ss^s^ slie is # 
yi^rson iiigh in &i» govecoment, And has often an oppoo? 
tunity of * Irealy .wi^ His , M^eaty, mA :She :lbiidcji my 
^ondiiot autborkes iher to Hall him c^ and .^u aire >ii jw 
mly^ ftriie ;and tafeger firiaa^. Such iflthespiiit of -ibislor 
Iffiigi^r, .wh^cb would We di^gnefd ji boulfceYniaid ^ bp99 
Sirritttep, foxi H enclose^ fabricated fUK^ymousletfer, .whMb 
ih^ pret(Bnds U> hxWreotiroAj and .upon idiich ahe batb 
b^rdoiibts and disapprobatton of me as itadnaeahernot 
tp tcust me, fiar that I jub indiscreat, and ^el^ evei^ hoiilf 
i^ the jcb^d dbfi took froai Deptford, waa her onnu 

• So in tbe authenticated copy ; some word leeoM omitted* 
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^^e.Wfbqle ^ftlnictioQ^>of both tbese epia^^ :ffdm rbe* 
f^i^ ^.endyJBLte evMeotlyihai of a &reigiiev^ :iand jbl 
ve^ry ign^rfkot ooe^ and ^ vulgarity jof . it is altogether 
^•(qtiiite 8ba<^tfiig« In one part she eacdstms thai sbe«tid 
;i^ tbiak I skiOfM have bad tbe impudemceAo'camem her 
door agaHi^ and t^Us fie 'ii^ for my hemgimitu€reet,4snd 
n^ iming ^Horned her tocflll me.aiittr,\ha,tiA»i treats Mne 
iku$, aod that I womtd do w^U to reaaember /the ^tory 
^ei^ry the Eighth's Queen, and hadt^ Bof^^ I was i 
:£U3iptly i&atAsfied it was fnojai h«r.&oyal)HigbnesBrthe 
C^fispfWalegy Aod thatMr^. JPitzgeiiildhad'sbewB her 
Hiyilei^rj^and this was b^v«ps«Rer'to it. X immediately 
:<;ij^ied it tf> SirJobo Douglas, who said ihewas sure it 
oaffie from the *Prii]Q€ii39y a&d .he shewed it to Sir Sidney 
SjOftUh^ who said, e^ry word (And expression in it were 
t^bo^e .which the Priojeess of Wales constantly osed. Sir 
John 4«3ired me now to givie him a fiillexplaoation of 
«(hat her Royiil Higbnsess tbeJPrincess of Waks had con* 
£ided tomi^y %nd whether I bad r ever, mentioned it, 1 
gavehioi my solemn word of hononr it^had neter passed 
lay lips, and I w^s ^ly now going to utter it lU his posF- 
tive desire. That her Royal H^hness the Princess of 
^alea tp]4 Vf^e she wass with child, and that it came to 
)ij^ at liady WUloi9ghby's> that if i^e was discovered,'^ «h^ 
would giKife the Prince jof Wales tbe credit, for ahe slept 
Alt Cackon House twtoe the year ^e was poregnant ; that 
fbep6^9 ^ofee ^ .her sj^uation, eonspared herseM* and 
fjl^ to (Mary and Glis^eth, and told me when she shewed 
jx^ the child, that it wjasthe little boy she had two days 
l^r t Ia«t #aw her, that iwasjhe SOth of Octcfber; tfaeie^ 
£d^ her son ^m bom upon; .tbe 1st of November, Md I 
^en^fretroq]^t'view of tthifigs after I knew «be day of ' 
\fi% birth, and (ouni} her Boyal Highness. must have gone 
dpwa stairs fand dined with aU the' ChaoeeHoi's about the 
^H^tb 4iiy ^fer she was ddkered, with tdse intention^ if 
iim^m^it «f having ihem aU ^ ^say ^^^ dmed ^f^tb -bet 
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in perfect healtb so early in November, that it could not 
be. Sir John recollected all her whims, and went over 
her whde conduct, and he firmly believes her to be the 
mother of the reputed Dept/ord child. I then acquainted 
him of the pains she had taken to estrange my inind and 
affections from him, and he saw her pursuit of now chimg- 
ing tides, and endeavouring to estrange him from me, 
lest if we lived in a happy slate of confidence, 1 might 
make known her situation to bim ; and ^e agreed, that as 
we had no means of communicating at present with His 
Majesty, or the Heir Apparent, we must wait patiently 
until called upon to bring forward her conduct, as there 
seemed liule doubt we should one day be. Finding that 
Sir John Douglas did not choose to visit where his wife 
was discarded and hurt in the estimation of her acquaiur 
tance, her fury became so unbounded, that she sought 
what she could do most atrocious, wicked, and inhuman, 
she^reached her it.^would seem, and the result 

was, ^ she made two drawings with a pen and ink, and 
sent them to us by the twopenny post, representing me 
as having disgraced myself with his^d friend Sir Sidney 
Smith. They are of the most indecent nature, drawn 
with her own hand, and words upon them in her own 
hand-writing. Sir John, Sir Sidney, and myself, can all 
swear point blank without a moment's hesitation ; and if 
her 'Royal Highness is a subject, and amenable to ^the laws 
of this country (and I conceive her to be so) she ought to 
be tried and judged by those laws for doing thus, to throw 
firebrands into the bosom of a quiet family. My hus- 
band, ^ith thai cool good^ense which has ever marked 
bis character, and with a belief in my innocence, which 
nothing but facts can stagger (for it is founded upon my 
having been faithful to him nine years before we were ' 
married, and seven years since,) as well as his long ac- 
quaintance ^ith Sir Sidney Smith's character and disposi^ 
tion, and having seen the Princess of Wales's kx)se aud 
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vicious character, put the letters in his pockety and went 
instaotly to Sir Sidney Smith. Sir Sidney was as much 
astonished as we had been. Sir John then told him^ he 
put the question to him, and expected an answer such as 
an officer and gentleman ought to give to his friend : Sir 
Sidney Smith gave Sir John his hand, as his old friend 
and companion, and assured him in the most solemn 
manner, as an officer and gentleman, that the whole was 
the most audacious and wicked calumny ; and he would 
swear to its being the hand-writing of the Princess of 
Wales ; and that he believed Lady Douglas to be the same 
virtuous domestic woman he thought her, when Sir John 
first made him known to her. Sir Sidney added, *^ 1 
never said a word to your wife, but what you might have 
heard ; and had I been so base as to attempt any thing of 
. the kind under your roof, I should deserve for you to shoot 
roe like a mad dog. I am ready to go with Lady Douglas 
and yourself, and let us ask her what she means by it ; 
confront her.'^ Accordingly, Sir John wrote a note to the 
lady in waiting, which was to this effect: " Sir John 
and Lady Douglas, and Sir Sidney Smith, present 
their compliments to the lady in waiting, and request she 
will have the goodness to say to her Royal Highness the 
Princess o£ Wales, that they are desirous of having an au- 
' dience of Her Royal Highness immediately.*' We re- 
ceived no answer to this note; but, in a few days, an 
answer was sent to Sir Sidney Smith, stating, that her 
Royal Highness the Princess of Wales was much indis- 
posed, and could not see any one at present. This was di- 
rected to Sir Sidney Smith, at our house, although he 
did not live there. This was an acknowledgment of her 
^uiii : she could not face us; it was sacfsfactory to us .ill, 
for it said — I am the Author, let me off; but to make 
one's satisfaction upon this the more perfect, and to warn 
ber of the danger she runs of discovery, when she did such 



ihigrant things, I wrote the under- written note> and put it 
into the Post Office, directed to hisrself. 

'' Madam, 

'' I received your former anonymous letter safe ; also 
" your two last, with drawings. 

^' I am. Madam, 

'^ Your obedient servant, 
(Signed), f' CHARLOTTE DOUGLAS;'^ 

It appears evident that her Royal Highness- received 
this safe, and felt bow she bad conunitted berselfi for, in«» 
stead of returning it in the old style, she sent for bis Royal 
Highness the Duke of Kfnt, and requested him to send 
for Sir Sidney, and by the post Sir Sidney received an ano^ 
nynious letter, saying, tbewriter of that wished for no civil 
dissentiomy and that there seldom wa» a difference, where, 
if the parties wished it, they could not arrange matters. 
Sir Sidney Smith brought this curious letter to shew Sir 
John, and we were all satisfied it was from Her Royal 
Highness, who, thiukiag Sir Sidney and Sir John might, 
by this time, be cutting each other's throats, sent very gra-^ 
ciously to stop them; in short, she called them civil di^ 
sention$4 His Royal Highness the Du|ke of iCent, being 
employed to negotiate, sent for Sidney Smith, and ac«i 
quainted him, that he was desired by b^r Royal High- 
ness to say, that she would see Sir Sidney. Smith fin the 
course of a few days, provided, when he came to. her, he 
iivoided all disagreeable discnsmns whatsoever. His 
Royal Highness the Duke of Kent then sought from Sii^ 
Sidney, aa explanation of the matter; Sir Sidoey Smith 
then g^ve the Duke of Kent a full detail of circumstaBces^ 
and ended by saying, '' We all xsould, and woiddj swear 
the drawings and words contained m those cove^, were 
written by th^ Princess of Walesj for,, as if she were fully 
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to cofwict hersell she had sealed one of (he covers with 
the identical Bed she had u$ed upb^^ithe ^over; when she 
stimmoned Sir John to luncheon at Montague Hous«. 
His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent, fipding what a 
scrape stie had entangled herself in, exclainied " Abomi- 
nable! foolish i to be sure; but Sir Sidney Smith, as this 
matter, if it makes a noise^ may distress His Majesty^ and 
be rojurious to his health, I wish $ir John and Lady 

Douglas would (at least for the present) try to forget it; 
and 'if my making them a visit wpuld be agreeable^ and 
soothe their minds, I will go with all my hoart^ though I 

'am not yiet acquainted with them, and J will speak fully 
to the Princess of Wales, smd point out to Jier the Avmgfx 

* of Adin^ sukh things ; t>ut,^ at aH events, it wpuld be ^^y 
it^tnidusto Hi^ Majesty's health, if it came to bis eiars^t 
now.** Sir Sidney Smith c^une from His Ro^I Highness 

' the Ouke of Kent to us^, and delivered His Ilp^fil Hij^- 
nesal^s message. Sir John declined all Qegociption .j but 

'told iSir Sidney Smith, that he wa^ empowered to ^y jo 

^tbe Dii^e of Kent from him^ that of whatsoevje^ e:KJtent he 

^might"*^ his injudeft, and however anxious be 

niiglit be to ^eek Justice, yet when he feceived such $^ 

- intimation from^ one of the Royd J^'amily/ ha would cer- 
tainly pause before he.toojc any of those measures he ^emit 
to tdke ; and if that was the casie, and His H<^yal High* 
tiess the Duke of Kent' was desirous of his beiuj^ qiijiet, .Ic^t 
4fis Majesty's health or peace might be .disturbed by jit, 
'his duty, find his attachment to his Sovereign wtre so ^^- 
C^re, <khathe would bury (for the present) l^s ^pr^vatp ci^- 
lamity, for th^ sake of His Majesty's repo$e ^nd.(he j:)ud- 
lie good; tiutlie begged to he .clearly understpod, thpi^ J^e 
did not riiean to bind himself hereafter, but reserve to him- 
•df a full ri^ht of exposing the Princess of W^les^ >fMn 
%e judged it mi^ht be done with greatest efiipct, ainl ^h^n 
tt was liol likely to disturb the repose of this country. 



* So tn the authenticated copy. 
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Sir Sidoqr South told us that he had delmred Sir JobnV 
neHage, terbatim, to the Duke of Kent; and, a thoit 
time afterwards. His Royal Highness con&manded Sir 
John and Sir Sidney to dine with him at Kensington Pa- 
late i but the Duke of Kent did not speak to Sir John 
Upon the subject, and the matter rested there, and would 
luive slept for a time, had not die Princess of Wales re- 
commenced a finesh torrent of outrage against Sir John; 
and bad he not discovered, that she was attempting to 
undermine bis and Lady Douglas's character. Sir John, 
therefore, was compelled to communicate his situation to 
'his Boyal Highness the Duke of Sussex, in order that 
he might acquaint the Royal Family of the manner tfie.. 
Princess of Wales was proceeding in, and to claim His 
Majesty's and the Heir Apparent's protection. His Royal 
Highness the Duke of Sussex, with that goodness and con- 
sideration Sir f John expected from him, has informed his 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales, who sent Sir John 
word that '^ He desired to have a full detul of all that 
passed during their acquaintance with her Royal High- 
ness the Prmcess of Wales, and how they became known 
to her, it appearing to the Heir Apparent, from the re- 
presentation of bis Rojal Highness die Duke of Sussex, 
that his Majesty's dearest interests, and those of this 
country, were veiy deeply involved in the question; His 
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales has commanded 
them to be vey circumstantial in their detail respecting 
' all they may know relative to the child the Princess of 
Wales affected to adopt. Sir John and Lady Douglas re- 
peat, that, being so called upon, they feel it their du^ to 
detail what they know, for, the information of His Ma- 
jesty and the Prince of Wales, and they have so done^ as 
upon oath, after having very seriously considered the 
' matter, and are ready to authenticate whatever they have 
said, if it should be required, for His Majesty's further 
information. I have drawn up this detail in the best man* 
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Mtr I could ; and fear, from my never having before at* 
tempted a thing of the kind, it will be full of errora, and 
beuig much fatigued from writing of it, firom the original, 
in eight and forty hours, of the facts contained therein, I 
bdieve they are correct : I am ready to assert, in the most 
solemn manner, that I know them all to be true. 



(Signed) 



CHARLOTTE DOUGLAS. 
JOHN DOUGLAS. 



In die presence of 
AUGUSTUS FREDERICK. 

Greenwich Park, Dee. 3, 1805. 



Copies of all the Papers alluded to in thu detail are in 
the hands of his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. 



(Signed) 



JOHN DOUGLAS. 



In the presence of 
AIJGUSTUS FREDERICK. 



A true Copy, 

A true Copy, 

J. Beekei* 

WkitekaU, 29th August, 1806. 
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tO* irttroduce the foflowing relation^ it is aecessasry for 
me* to premise that^ on entering tbe JPrioce of W^Ws b^dr 
room » where oav interview took ylaccji mjK BrotbejTi aftec 
dismissing his attendants^ said to me, that some circuns- 
stances had come to his knowledge, with respect to a 
tfittmiS6dt tifyiit ih^ ^titid^ii o/ Wales, ic^ which he found 
that / had b^^^ a^ party 66ncef'ned ; that if he .had not 
placed the most entire reliance on my attachment to Inmp 
and, he was pleased to add, on< ihe weii^kfv^t^ upright^ 
ness of my character and pTirrrifiiefift . be Aofi^k) C^f Idiftt]^ 
have felt himself in no small degree oflfended, at . having 
learnt the facts alluded to ftdrri 6tRH^^ ^M not*, iff 1f^& 
first instance, from me, which he conceived himself every 
way entitled. to axpect» but moie.especiatty firomi tbat.faot- 
mg of cMlfid^mee- cin whi«h be bdd^teli treated tue tbvoilgb 
life; but, that being fully satisfied my explanation of the 
mattef f^<>6Mf |trt3v^, tW he was noi^^dng in the opinion 
he had formed of the honQurable motives that liad ac- 
tuated me in observing a silence with' regard* to him upon 
the subject; he then was ftumiidjiv W(f iflhlg'fd^r iM to t>Ao- 
ceed with a narrative, bis wish to hear which, he was sure 
he had only to express, to ensure my immediate acc^ui* 
escence with it. The Prince then gave me his hand, 
assuring me he did not feel the smalleM ^MgvtH^ of dbplea^ 
sure towards me, and proceeded to introduce the sub* 
ject upon which he required information; whe\j,' feeling' it 
a duty I owed him, to withhold from hir todwIMge no 
part of the circumstances conniected with it that I could 
bring back to ray recollection, l related the facts to him, 
as nearly as I can remember in the following words : 

** About a twelvemonth since, or thereabouts, (for 1 
'' cannot speak positively to the exact date,) I received a 
" *iote from the Princess of Wales, by which she requested 
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'' me 10 come ov«r to Btacklwath^ in order to assist bet 
ID wranp/Lng a disagF^aJble matter between lier^ Sir^Si<l- 
qey Smithy Sir John and Lady Douglas, the particolafi 
'^ of whiob she would relate to me when I should call. I, 
*' in oottsequeoce waited upoa her„ agreeable to her de« 
** ftire^ a day or two after^wbeDshecoaiiBenced the coa- 
'' versalioa by teNing me, that abe supjposed I loaew she 
'' had'^rat one time lived with Lady Douglas on a footing 
of intimacy, but tbat she had had reason afterwards to 
repeat having made her ae4)Baintance^ and was there- 
fore rejoiced when she left FUackheath for Plymouth, a» 
'' she conceived tbat circumstance would break off all 
"* fulFtlieF conmunicatton between her and that Lady ^ 
": ihat, however^ cjontrary to her expectation, upon the * 
'^ return of Sir John and her fsom Plymouth to London^ 
'^ Lady Douglas had called and left her name twice or 
'^ three tarnes^ noitwithstanding she must haye seen tbat 
**' admiission was refused her ; that having been confirmed- • 
'^ in the cpnaQO she had before bad occasion to form of 
''her Ladyshipiy by an anonymous letter she had receiv-** 
" ed^ ID whtcrh she was very strongly cautioned against 
^' renewing her aoqiiaintance with ber^ both as being un- 
'^ worthy of her confidencei from the liberties slie had - 
'' allowed heFsdf to take with the Princess's aame^ and^ 
^* ike lightness ol her character^ she had fek herself ob* 
*' liged, as Lady Doagias would not take the hint that 
'' bcr nsittf were] not wished for, .to order Miss Vernon » 
'^ to write her a note, spec«fi<;iJly idling her, that they 
would in future be dispensed with; that the const*' 
qoence of this bad beem an application through oneof ' 
'* her kdies, in the joint names of Sir Sidney Smith, Sir 
** John and Lady Douglas, for aa audience, to require 
'* an et<planatiod of this/ which they considered as an i^* 
'f froQt; i^nd rtiat being detenained not to grant it^ or to 
'' sufler any «ii|deasaat dtsenssioit upon the subject, she 
'' en^eafed me to take whatever steps Imjgbt jadg^ best 
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*' to put an end to the matter, and rid her of all far^Mr 
'' trouble about it. I stated^ in reply, that I had no 
knowledge of either Siic John or Lady Douglas, and 
therefore could not, in the^rs^ instance^ address mj^self 
^* to them; but that I liaid some acquaintance with Sir Sid- 
^' ney Smith, and if the Princes^ was not averse to thai " 
*' chatmel,! would try what I could in that way eflFect.-r- 
'' This being assented to by the Princess, I took my 
^' leave, and iipmediately on my return home, Vrote a * 
note to Sir Sidney, requesting him to call upon me as 
soon as he conveniently could, as I had some business 
" to speak to him upon. Sir Sidney, in consequence, 
'' called on me (I think) the next day, when I related to 
'' him the conversation, as above stated, that I had had ' 
** with the Princess. After hearing all I had to say, he 
'' observed, that the Princess, in stating to me, that Aer 
'^ prohibition to Lady Douglas to repeat her visits at 
'^ Biackheath, had led to the application for an audience 
" of her Royal Highness, had kept from me the. real 
" ** cause why he, as' well as Sir John and Lady Douglas 
'^- had made it, as it originated in a most tcandabus ano- 
'*' nymous letter, of a nature calculated to set on Sir John 
'^ and him to cut each other's throats, which from the 
'' hand-writing and stile, they were both fully . convinced 
'' was the production of ^he Princess herself. I naturafly 
^ '' expressed my sentiments upon such conduct, on the 

' \' ^ *' part of the Princess, in terms of the strongest animad- . 

'^ version ; but, nevertheless, anxious to avoid the shame- 

'' fill eclat which the publication of such a fact to the 

^ ''world must produce; the effect, which it coming to 

'' the King's knowledge would probably have on bit 
'' health, from the delicate state of his nerves, and all the 
'' additional misunderstandings between His Majesty and 
'' the Prince, which, I foresaw would inevitably follow, 
were this fact, which would give the Prince so powerfid 
a handle to express ^is feelings, upon, the couQtenance 
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sheMrn by the King to the Princess^ at a time when I 
^' knew him to be severely wounded by His Majesty's vi- 
^' tits to Blackheatb, on the one hand, and the reports hs 
" bad received of the Princess's conduct on the other> to 
'' be brought to light, I felt it my bounden duty, as an 
" honest man, to urge all these arguments with Sir Sidney 
** Smith in the most forcible manner I was master of; 
** adding also, as a further object, worthy of the most se- 
rious consideration, the danger of any appearance of 
ill-blood in the Family at such an eventful crisis, and 
** to press upon his mind the necessity of his using- his 
*' best endeavours with Sir John Douglas, notwithstand- 
'' ing all the provocation that had been given them, to 
"* induce him to let the matter drop, and pursue it no 
*' further. Sir Sidnev observed to me, that Sir John 
^ .Douglas was a man, whom, when once he had taken a 
'' line, from a principle of honour, it was very difficult 
'' to persuade to depart from it ; however, as he thought, 
** that it any man could prevail upon him, he might flatter 
'' himself with being the most likely to persuade him, 
from the weight he had with him ; he would imme- 
" diately try how far he could gain upon him, by making 
use of those arguments I had brought forward to induce 
him to drop the matter altogether. About four or five 
days after this, Sir Sidney called upon me again, and in- 
formed me, that upon making use with Sir John of 
^ those reasons^ which I had authorized his stating to be 
those, by which I was actuated in making the request > 
'' that he would not press the business further, he had not 
^' been able to resist their force ; but that the whole ex- 
*' tent of promise he had been able to obtain of him, 
'' amounted to no more, , than that he would, under exist- 
** ing circwmtances x&xid\n quiet, if left unmolested; for 
** that he would not pledge himself not to bririg the sub- 
ject forward hereafter, when the same motive might no 
longer operate to keep him silent. This result I com- 
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^' miaioftted, to the best of my recoUectipn^ ithe follow;* 

** iog day to the Prinoess^ wK^ seemed satisified with it ; 

** mod from that day lo the present one (Nov. 10, 18P5), 
/' .1 ne^er iiave beai^^d the suJb^je^t jiamed again in avy 

'' sbap^^ umil called upon by the Princ^ to make known 

** to him the circumstances of this transaption, a^ far as I 

'' could bring them to my recollection," ' 
And BO^j having fulfilled what the Prince wished tae 

to do, to the best of my abilities, incase hereafter an/ 
one, by whom a narrative of all the oircumstances^ %b re* 
laled by Sir John and Lady Douglas, of whom I was in- 
farmed by my. Brother, ii/^seguen^ to our ci>nversatioai 
fboKid imag^me, that I Jknew more of them than I have 
berein stated, I hereby spontaneously declare, »that what J 
Jiave written^ is the whole extent of what I was apprize^l 
4>f ; and had the Princess thought proper to inform i^pf 
^bat, in ihe jaarraiive of the in/brmation given by Sir 
^Jobn aiyl Lady Ooiiglas, is attended to, I should have fe|l 
•myself obliged to decline all interference in the business; 
and to have, at the same time, stated to her, that it would 
be impo!89ible for me ^o keep a matter of such unportanqe 
tfrom |Jie knpwledge of the Prince. 



December 27, 1805. 



^Signed) 



EDWAR©. 



A true Copy, 

B. Bioamfittd, 

A tme Copy, 

J. J^ecAet. 



Whitehall, «9th August, 1^06. 
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(No. 3.) 

For the Purpose of confirming the Statement, 
made by Lady Douglas, of the Circum- 
stances mentioned in Iver Narrative, the 
following Examinations have been taken, 
and which have been signed by the several 
ersons who have been examined. 



SAIiAH LAMPERt. 

N. B. Tkis witneu was not examined by the (Ummi^ 
iioners; at Tea$t, no Copy of any Eiamination of h^i' hai 
irannnitted with the other Papers; nnd no observation is 
made in the Repart of the Commissiohers, or. in the aMier 
df Her Royal Highness upon her Examinations. It has, 
therefore, been thought that there was no necessity Jir pUB' 
liahing them. 

There are two of them; one dated at Cheltenham, 8lA 
January, 1806 ; the other with no date of place, but dated 
%9th March, 1806. 



MR. WM. LAMPERT. 

N. B. The same observations apply to Mr. Wlliam 
Lamperfs Examination, as to those of nis W^e, iiith Mi 
addUioHol circumstance, that ihe^mkole efhis EtainimH0n 
is mere hearsay. 
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llth January, 1806. 
WILLIAM COLE 

« 

fi[as beeb with the Prioc^ for 21 years in this month ; 
he went with the Princess on her marriage, and remained 
till April, 1802. 

In 1801, be says, he had reason to be, dissatisfied with 
the Princess's conduct. During the latter part of that year 
be has seen Mr. Canning, several times, alone with the 
Princess, in a room adjoining to the drawing-room, for an 
boor or two, of which the company took notice. 

In January 1802, Sir Sidney frequently came to dine 
with the Princess, and their intimacy became familiar; 
be has frequently dined and supped at the House, and 
when the Ladies have retired, about eleven o^clock, he has 
Imowa Sir Sidney remain alone with the Princess an hour 
or two afterwards; his suspicions increased very much^ 
wd one night, about twelve o'clock, be saw a person 
wrapped up in a.great coat, go across the park, into the 
gate te the green house, and he verily believes 4t was Sic 
Sidney. 

In the month of March, 1802, the Princess ordered 
some sandwiches, which Cole took into the drawing* 
room, where be found Sir Sidney talking to the Princess ; 
he sat down the sandwiches, and retired. In a short time 
he went again into the room, when he found the Gentle* 
man and Lady sitting close together, in so familiar it 
posture as to alarm him veiy much, which he expressed 
by a start back, and a look at the gentleman. He dates 
his dismissal from this circumstance ; for, about a fort- 
Bight afterwards, he was sent for by the Duke of Kent^ 
who told him be had sees the Princess at Court the daj 
before ; that she bad expressed the greatest regard for: 
him, and that she intended to do something for him, b^i 
employing hkn^ as a confidential person, to do her little 



99 

matters in town ; and bis attendance at Montague Honst 
would not be required. He received this intimation with . 
mucb concern; but said^ Her Royal Highnesses pleasure 
must jgovem him. 

He says, that the cordiality between the Princess and 
Lady I>. Was very soon brought about ; and^ he supposes 
on Sir Sidney's account ; that the Princess frequently went 
across the Heath to Lady D. where sheiias stayed till late 
in the evening, and that, sometimes. Lady D.and Sir.Sido 
ney have come with the Princess to Montague House, late 
in the evening, when they have supped. 

Sometime after he had left Montague House, he went 
down> when he spoke to Fanny Xloyd, and asked her 
how things went on amongst them; she said, she wished 
he had remained amongst them ; there was strange goinga 
on;.-^hat Sir Sidney was frequently there;. and that one 
day, when Mary Wilson supposed the Princess to be gone^ 
into the library, she went into the bed-room, where she 
found a man at breakfast with the Princess; that ihefe 
was a great to do about it; and that Mary Wilson was 
sworn to secrecy, and threatened to be turned away if she 
divulged what she had seen. 

He does not know much of what passed at'Maigate in 
1803. 

In 1804, the Princess was at Southend^ where Fanny 
Lloyd also was ; when Cole saw her after her return, he 
asked how they had gone on ; she said, '' Defightful: 
doings, always oh shtpfboard, or the Captain at. out. 
house.'* 

She told him, that one evening, when all were supposed 
to be in bed, Mrs. Lisle met a man in the passage; but 
no alarm was made — this was Captain Manby ; he wat 
constantly in the house. Mr. Cole says, that MrSi» 
Sander knows every thing ; that she has appeared ip great 
iiatress on masy Qccattons, and has said to him, thii 
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PrioeMi it aft altered woman ; he believes Sander to be a 
vtry respectable woman. 

He says, that he beUeyes Roberts to be an honest man; 
that Robens has said to him — (As Roberts * himself was 
examined by the Commissioners, and his deposiliou is given 
in Appendix A. Ho. &, what Cole says he heard him say, 
ii omitted here.) 

That Arthur^ the gardener, is a decent man, but does 
not know if he is privy to any thing* 

That Btdgood is a deaf quiet man, biit thinks he has not 
heen confidentiany trusted. 

That Mrs. Gosden was nurse to the child, and was al- 
ways up-stairs with it ; she is* a respectable woman ; but, 
after some time, took upon herself much consequence, 
and refused to dine in the servants' hall. 

In 1801, Lawrence, the painter, was at Montague House; 
Ibr four or five days at a time;, painting the Princess's pic- 
ture; that he was- frequently alone, late ^nthe night, with 
thelPrincessj anrd much suspicion was entertained of him. ^ 

WM.COLE. 



t4M January, 1866* 

WILLIAM COLE 

. Says, that the Prinoess was at Mir. Hood's, at Gather^ 
ington, near Portsmouth, for near a month in the last 
sumiper, where she took her footman and servants. 

That the |iouse in which Mr. Hood lived was given up 
to the Princess, and he, and bis family, went to reside in 
a small bouse adjoining. 

That the Princess and Mr. Hood very frequently went 
#ut in the forenoon, and remained out for four or five 
Wours at a time. 

That they rode in a gig, attended by a boy, (a country 



lad) servant to Mr» Hood, and took with them cofd meat ^ 
that they used to get out of the gig, and walk into the 
wood^ leaving the boy to attend the. horse and gig, tlH 
their return. This happened very frequently ; that the 
Duke of Kent called one day^ and seeing the Princess's 
attendants at the window^ came into the house, and, after 
waiting some timc^ went away without seeing the Princess^ 
who was out with Mr. Hood. 

This information Mr. Cole had from Fanny £loyd. 

When Mr. Cole found the drawing-room, which led to 
the staircase to the Princess's apartments^ locked, he does 
not know whether any peison was with her, but it appear- 
ed odd to bim, as he had formed some suspicions. 

Mr. Coif says, that he saw the Princess at Blackheath^ 
abopt four times in the year 180£, after he left her in 
April, and five or six times in London ; that he had heard 
a story of the Princess's being with Child, but cannot say 
that he formed an opinion that she was so; that she grew 
lusty, and appeared large behind ; and that at the latter 
end of the year he made the observation, that the Prin- 
cess was grown thinner. 

That he cannot form an opinion about the child ; that 
he has seen an old man and woman (about 50 years of age) 
at Montague House on a Sunday, and has inquired who 
they were, when he was answered by the servants in the 
hall, " That is litle Billy'^ mother,*' (meaning the child 
the Princess had taken, and whjch was found by 
Stiketnan.) 

WM. COtE. 
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Temple, 30ih Januatyy IB06. 
WILLIAM COLE 

SaySy that on the I7th of January instant, he walked 
from Blackheath to London with Mr. Stikeaian, and, in 
the conversation on the road. Cole mentioned the circum- 
stance of the little child, saying, that he was grown a fine 
interesting boy; to which Stikeman replied. What, do 
youmean Billy Austin ? Cole said. Yes. Pray do the old 
man and woman come to see the child as usual i Stikeman 
said, ^' Old man and woman ! they are not old ; we have^ 
not seen them much lately; they live at Deptford;** but 
he appeared to avoid any conversation on the Subject; 
Ccle says, that the account of the correspondence between 
the Princess and Captain Manby.was communicated to 
him by Fanny Lloyd, but ;she never mentioned any sach 
correspondence having taken place through Sicard, since 
Captain Manby went abroad. 

Cole^says, that he has not been in the company^ or 
presence, of the Prince alone, or had any conversation 
with him on this, or any other subject, since the Priocesft ; 
went to live at Charlton, which is near nine years ago. 

WM.COLE. 



2Srd February, 180& 



WILLIAM COLE 



Says, that the Gentleman and Lady were sitting ckise^ 
together on the sofa ; but there was nothing particular in 
their dress, position of legs dr arms, that was extraordi- 
nary ; he thought it improper that a single Gentlenmn 
should be sitting (}uite close to a married Lady, on the 



sofa; and from that situation^ and former observations^ he 
thought the thing improper. 

The person who was alone with the Lady at late hours 
«f the night (twelve and one o'clock)^ and whom he left 
sitting* up after he went to bed, was Mr. Lawrence, the 
Painter, which happened two different nights at least. 

As to the observation made about Sir Sidney having a 
key of every door about the gardens, it was a gardener, 
who was complaining of the door of the green-house being 
kft open, and the plants damaged, and who made the 
same to Mr. Lampert, the servant of Sir John Douglas, 
and which he nientioned at Cheltenham to Sir John and 
Mr. Lewten. 

Lampert said he should know the gardener i^ain. 
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Tempk, 4th Jpril 1806. 
"^ * ROBERT BIDGOOD. 

Have lived with the Prince 23 years on the 18th of Sep- 
tember next, and have been with the Princess since Slst 
March, 1798. In 1802 we were at Blackheath, and did 
not go to any other place; in J 801 Sir Sidney Smith left 
bis card at Montague House, and he' was afterwards in- 
vited to dinner ; and, in the Spring of 1802, Lady Douglas 
came to reside at the Tower, where she stayed about three 
weeks. During this time Sir Sidney was frequently at the 
House, both morning and evening, and remained till three 
or four o'clock in the morning. He has'^seen Sir Sidney 
in the blue parlour early (by ten o'clock) in the morning } 
and, on inquiring from the footmen how he came there 
without his knowledge, they said, they had not let him 
in, and knew nothing of his being there. He does not 
know of Sir Sidney being alone till three or four o'clock 
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ID the mornijig, as there were other Ladies in the house. 

During the year 1802 the Princess used. to ride out in her 

phaetooj attended by IV^rs. Fitzgerald, and took out qold 

ineat, and went towards Dartford^ where she speqt the 

day^ and returned about six or seven in the evening--7- 

Williams, the coachman^ always attended the Princess. 

: Lady Douglas^ during the year 1802^ was constantly at 

Montague House, and, was admitted at all times. The 

Princess was used frequently to go to Lady Douglas's 

house, where Sir Sidney resided ; at the end of that year 

there was a nojisunderstanding between Lady I^oqglas atid 

die Princess; ^n.d one day; he saw Lady Douglas leave 

the house in tears, and afterwards she has not visited the 

Princess. Mr. Bidgood's wife Ivas lately told him, that 

Fanny Lloyd told her^ that Mary Wilson had told Lloyd> 

that one day^ when she went into the Princess's room, she 

found the Princess and Sir Sidney in the fact ; that she 

(Wilson) immediately left the room, and fainted at the 

door* 

In the Winter of i602, and the Spring of 1803, Captain 
Manby became a visitor at Montague House ; hit frigate 
was fitting out at Deptford, and Bidgood has reason to be- 
lieve, that the Prini^ess ^tted qp his cabin, for he has seen 
the cotton furniture, brought to the Pripcess to chuse the 
pattern,. which was sent to Blake, her upholsterer, in Lqn* 
don-street, Greenwich* When Ciaptain Mapby was about 
to sail, be was walking in the anti-room, to let Captain 
jManby out; and, as he stayed some time, Bidgood looked 
into the room, and, from a o^irror on tb^ opposite side of 
the room to where Captain Manby and the Princess stood, 
be saw Captain Manby kissing tfa^ Princess's lips; and 
soon afterwards he went away. ,He saw the Princess, with 
ber^iiandkerchief to her face, and go into the drawing- 
room, apparently in tears. 

in 1803, was not with the Princess at Marjg^te. 

In 1804,. was with the Priqcess Bt \Soutbend. ^e 



went tfaer^ the dd of May ; Sicard was constantly on the 
)pak*0Qt; for the Afripaine^ Captain Manby's ship \ and« 
about a month afterwards^ Sicard descried the ship ; be- 
fote jslie came to the Nore, The instant the ship qast 
anchlorj, the Captain came on shore iq his boat to the 
Priousesst The Princess had two houses, Nos. 8 and 9^ 
She lived at No. 9 ; and, on Sicard seeing Captairi 
i^anby cquae on ^ore^ he ran down th^ shrubbery to 
meet, and sl^e^ed him into the bouse, No. 9 ; Captain 
IVIanby was constantly at No. 9 » &nd used tp go in the 
evening on board his ship, fof some weeks ; but afterwards 
he did not return on board the ship in the evening, and 
Bidgood has seen him in the morning, by ten o'clock, in 
the house. No. 9 ; and, from the circumstance of towels, 
water, and glasses, being place'^d in the passage, he had 
reason to believe that Manby bad slept there all night. 

Ip 1805^ Bidgoo^ was not with the Princess in Hamp- 
diire, 

After the Princess returned from Pampshire, Captain 
lHood used to visit the Princess at Blapkhea^h alonci 
.without his wife. Captain Hood u^ed to come about 
j^welve O'clock, and was shewn into the blpe room, where 
luncheon was ordered ; and the Princess and the Captain 
were alone tpgethefj without a lady or other attendant. 
He used to stay dinner, and sometimes; in boots ; about 
fui boujr afterwards coffee was ordered ; after which the 
iPriQcpss retired, and Captain Hood had also left the room, 
jindbad liot been let out of the hopse by any of the ser* 
yants, ^idgood \\as pot seen Captain Hpod $iqce about 
Chrismas las|. 

Bidgood has strong suspicions that Mrs. Sander used tq 
deliver letters to Sicard, whjch h^ conceived to be frou> 
^he Princess to Captain Manby, ^s Sicard u^ed to put the 
lfstter$ into bis pocket, and nqt in the cqmuioi^ bag fof 

letters, 

f p 
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Mrs. Sander must be fully informed of all the circum- 
stances above alluded, to. Mary Wilson and Miss Miel- 
field must also know all the circumstances. 

Bidgood has seen the mother (as she is called)^ of the 
little boy frequently at Montague House; the child was 
about three weeks old when he first saw it. The mother 
was at Montague House on Monday last* The husband 
worked in Deptford Yard : but was discharged, and Stike- 
man has since employed him at his house in town. The 
mother appears to be better dressed than usual. 

(Signed) R* BIDGOOD* 



SARAH BIDGOOD. 

About six months ago, in a conversation with Fanny 
Lloyd, respecting the general conduct of the Princess, 
she said, that whilst Sir Sidney visited the Princess, that 
Mary Wilson had gone into the bed-room to make up the 
fire, and found the Princess and Sir Sidney in such an in^ 
decent situation, that she immediately left the room, and 
was so shocked that she fainted away at the door. 

(This witness was not examined before the Commissioners; 
at hasty no Copy of such Examination^ if there was any, 
was transniitted with the other Papers, The first Para^ 
graph in her Examination is, however, stated above, as it 
is observed upon in the Princess s Jnswer; but the rc- 
mainder, not being adverted to, either by the Commis- 
sioner's Report, or by the Answer, and being all hearsay, h 
i^mitted.) 
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lemph, \<iXh May, 1806. 



FRANCES LLOYD. 



PROM BIPLEYj IN SURREY. 

To the belt of my knowledge^ Mary Wilson said, that 
she had seen the Princess and Sir Sidney in the blue 
Toom ; but she is so close a woman^ that she never opens 
iier mouth on any occasion ; never heard Mary Wilson 
say she was so alarmed as to be in a fit. 

Heard the gardener at Ramsgate say one day^ at din- 
ner^ that he had seen Mr. Sicard and Captain Man by go 
across the lawn towards a subterraneous passage leading to 
the sea. 

When her Royal Highness was going to the launch. 
Sir Andrew Hammond and his son#came the day. before, 
and dined with her^ and in the next morning, about four 
o'clock, after the doors of the house were open, she saw 
Captain Manby sitting in the drawing-room of the adjoin- 
ing house to her Royal Highness, which room belonged to 
her. . 

One morning, about six o'clock, she was called to get 
^breakfast for her Royal Highness^ when she saw Captain 
Manby and her waking in the garden, at Ramsgate. 

Heard from Mrs. Lisle's maid, that the Princess, when 
at Lady Sheffield's, went out of her bed*room, and could 
not find her way back ; but nothing more. 



m 

Aboiit four y^ars agq^ as I thinks Mr. Idifis fttietiiiect 
tee for a cold, and, in conversation, he Hsked me if th<^ 
Prince visited at our house ? I said, tiot to my knowledge* 
tie toid, the Princess certainly was with child. 

PRANCES LLOYi). 
A truie Copy, 

{Signed) J, Beckety 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS 

HeUtiVe tb 

*rHE CHILD 

tiaw under ike Protection of Her Royal Highneoi 

THE PftlNCESS OF WALES; 

t 

beteribiDgy at largie, titt Circmnstaiice bf the Child^s bHog takMl 
from a Pddr Woman from Deptford ; 

PARTICULARS OF ITS BIRTH^ &ct 

SOME ACCOUNT OF THE PARENTS OF THE CHILD. ! 
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STATEMENT OF FACTS 



KELATITB TO 



THE CHILD 

Now under the Protection of Her Royal Highness 

THE PRINCESS OF WALES. 



Soon after the memorable Investigation of 1806-7, it 
was currently rumoured^ for want of evidence on the sub- 
jecty that the Child which her Royal Highness had adopt* 
ed, waSy in fact^ her own son. General as this report 
wasy very considerable doubts arose in the mind of the 
writer as to its authenticity. In order to remove thes6 
doubtSy and to obtain satisfactory information relative to 
this circumstance, he instituted a diligent inquiry concern* 
ing the reputed mother ; confident that, by these means, he 
should procure a complete proof of the fact i at least, so 
far as proof could be obtained, without witnessing the ac- 
tual birth of the infant. His inquiries were successful; 
and an interview was had with the mother of the Child, 

who is still living. 

' The writer being a perfect stranger to this woman, he 
introduced himself to her by f remarking how fortunate 
she was to be known to her Royal Highness the Princess 
of Wales. The mother acquiesced iti this observation, 
and said that her Royal Highness had been so good as to 
take under her care one ^f her children, a little boy named 
William ; that her Royal Highness had kept the child in 
her possession for some years ; ever since 1802. He next 
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inquired the reason of ber Royal Highnesses taking a fiaicy 
to the child ; she then detailed some particulars relative to^ 
this afikir, and he left her ; jlromising^ however^ to renew 
his visit, as he wished to put some further questions to her, 
And this) the writer ohii^rved, he was the more a|u^us to 
do ; having heard it reported, that doubts were entertain- . 
ed as to her being the mother of the child. She wept^^ 
and said she had harself heard repc^'ts'qf that nature; but 
she could fioA imagine what could, b^ the cause qf tlj^ese 
doubts ; that she was positive as to its being her own child ; 
and could pritve this fact by bringing forward several per? 
sons who had known the child fron^ the time Qf its 
birth. 

Some few dajs after this interview^ the writer pal4 
IUK>tbefr visit to the mother, at which time be also saw 
ber husband, and conversed with them bo4h.. ^e t\nev^ 
figniiied a desire to see the child; ibut was informecf 
ihftt it !W4« at Dr« Burney's scbppl at Gr^pwiph, and 
ibat thie mother saw the child only when it ^as wit^ 
^r Rog^l Highness at Biackbeatb or Kei^iogtpn ; ^n^ 
tbftt sbe never bad it at borne with ber^ ^ince the Prii|« 
cesis first iools it under ber protection. She tbougbtj 
however, that the writ^ might see the child at. Qreeo- 
wich, as lie constantly attended dtmrch on .^nodajs 
with the other boys. 

The writer nfterw^rds, fwqopntly sa^ M^s. AysiiJ^ 
(the mother of the child) and conversed with her res* 
fpecling/herson. Feeling grc^t anxiety to beho}d th^ 
Child, he went to Greenwich expri^slgr for, this purpose^ 
but wais,tlie first tunle^ dis cpj^piated ;-^WilUaipi being 
(dn th«t d^y, with her Royal Highrm^ ^Kcnsinglqft, 
^He however repeated lus visit to th^B plaoCj^ and actu- 
ally «aw the Child ; and wiitkcd by bis side^ firom th^ 
chnnrdh t» :Dr. Burpfey!^ ^dhqal. ^hen he )nquk^4 ^ 



\ 
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MititeV AiMrtm, nf'4m <tf tift ymiil gintkMMft) ai tfaftj 
Nfc^i^teWrt^g fttftl rtltfrch ^ wtam *#o Iitll€4>oyt walking 
td^^th^r U f^gdif })t^d«^^*l&ibiii were poitHdd oUl lo him. 
Having desired the boy not to say which was y<MUig 
Aix^iti, ^ Wtltet \miihtyf dilf^oV«ml this lad i»}^ Ihe 
Atron^ Hk^ne^ t^hidfi b« bbf6 Id the ikitMiber :->»l)bc sH 
Mitdritf of tdiHitdMtt'c^ Is, ifide«d^ %tri4ili^7 vrarbM. 
Htg Bporke to thli bay, dnd «9kM, if HH Mfn^ Ural Altfi^ 
^il^ ; h> Wfcith h* attsw^ftd, " Yfeft." Pwnl cliis «w* 
aiWt, fhef I^VhtrS SbtrtHS c5dttji***«l5r vtti4^6d^ Aild 
h^ Wa& 1\]¥ly tttld i^i!!Kl6t6»Ijr bimfiimd that ikii Ckm 

On a subs^ii^Mi 6cieMk>n, ^He« be daw Mtk. Aastdn, 
the Wi^t^ «^t}h>ifee4 hrl ^Hi*^ ilrtilkfdmioR la hating 
toh^ «kii eorl^tiM widi h^r stm at Ore«i<wiicfa ;--4)e 
also added, (Mi ht i^bp^tf&ctif tbtvimbi tto Wils the 
TMi^T iSf tM «tklld ^%d0, Md i«Di#9 urtdei^ the |sr<iieetion 
9f fier Rb^al H4gHM^; Mff^ f^s6fr; AM^edi ^Addtmt 
iVlld th^ U«lhlt«^ of sighii tiiiii^/ dtt ¥g^fag ibis ftimltih 
and ib^ eMM, ^« instahtly ^riidk ^ith th^ m^Hc^ i^f 
Utrtibirfftaef bfetWt?ett thete, ittd fefef, fbi^bljr, thfe gdiivi^. 
fi6tt bf ffiife ii^rtti^f 6ri rtife «ttT)je«. M«.. Austih *t>^ 

p^tY^A quite ff^/ect with hVi» e)t()ii^9&i^ii9 bf fc)kfhjkcti(^ 
m this ptAxti ; iint) sftid, if ifnd M^otld b6 ill t!^« trotibfe 
dFc6t»tlthtin|t th^M to f>^t^^1r, sB<i VrMld d^tai) i^% ^hd\k 
pMhtihn 6t htt Utiyam^hik^^ fakiilg tHfe ^HhilA; 
aftd «ddwl " that iJh6 thbughl it dfte tb M R^gprf 
HigfYbe!^, thsft i^^ ^blib fffihi shbold be ^tisfied as Vb 
l*f}s pbinft." He, Att6rdin^f, #Wrte <*0Wn fro» beV o#b 
ttlbutb, lbi« tMb^nVfg McH^ihg fkct^^ rthrM both tb 
itt« 6tiiM^ bbd id Mr^. hmih^ fond her hosbibd. 

^ Snuttt AtiB'tiiff, 'i^a huhet bf Wiit^i itr ^he 

eMd itoUt Mdet tlib pi)fbt«cl!hM bf b«t 1toy# iii|^n«t^ 
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and the subject ofthk narratin,) yttA bom at WeUiog* 
ton in the coanty of Somerset ; and is the son of Peter 
and Lydia Jmtin, poor, but industrious people of that 

town.. 

' When very young, he was initiated into his father's 
business^ which was that of a Woolcomber ; but he left 
Wellington at an early age, and went to reside at Wil- 
tonkin the county of Wilts. Here, after living sooie 
years, and working at his trade, he married, at the age 
of twebty-one, SopAta, the daughter of Daniel and Ara^ 
heUa WMtmarsh, also poor, industrious people of the same 
town. This event took place on the 1st of April, 1796> 
Sophia, being then in her twenty-fii$t year* 

Samuel and Sophia Austin continued atWil* 

ton until they had two children, Daniel and WiUiam, 
which latter died at the age of mne months. 
1 Soon after the breaking out of the war on the Conti- 
Bcnt^ the clothing business became very slack, and 
AosTiN determined to remove to London, at which 
place he arrived in the month of February, 1798 ;-v 
leaying his wife and two children with her friends in tl^e 
country. Here, he engaged himself as a porter, with a- 
Mr. Youngs a broker, in Lombard-court, Seven Dials* 
Shortly afterwards, his wife followed him, leaving the 
youngest child with her friends at Wiltop. Upon her 
)(^ arrival in town, finding that her husband could scarcely 
ieiurn a sufficiency to maintain himself, she resolved to 
go into service; and, aocprdingly, engaged herself with It 
Mr. Cooper, a coal merchant, of Villiers*street, in the 
Strand ; leaving the child she brought with her to the 
care of a relation. Sophia remained in this place aboitt 
twelve months. 

. Austin being much afflicted with the rheumatism, 
was ihcapable of continuing long in Mr. Young's epi" 
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ploy. He vfsSf afterwards^ with a Cheesemonger in 
Chandos^reety but was soon obliged to leave this situ* 
ation also^ on the same account. He next entered 
into the service of Mr. Cunningham, a hatter^ in Picca'^ 
dilly ; but having, soon after he had taken (his engage* 
ment, a severe attack of his old complaint^ he was obliged 
to leave Mr. Cunningham. Austin then lived as foot* 
«ian with the Duchbss of Cumbekland, where he 
stayed but for a short period, owing to a return of his 
rheumatic affection. 
Mrs« Austin, after quitting Mr. Cooper's service^ 

filled the ofiice of nurse in several families. During 
the greater part of this time^ she and her husband 
lived separately from each other. 

On the 12th of March/ 1800, Mrs. Austin had another 
SOD, who was named SamueL Of this child she lay in 
at the BrownloW'Street Hospital; having been recom* 
mended thither by a Mr. Ashlin, of Belton*street. 

In the ensuing August, Mrs. Austin was employed 
to take care of a house for Afr. Woodford, her husband's 
uncle, at Deptford; with whom she remained about twelve- 
months. During some part of this time, her husband lived 
chiefly, in London, in various places of service; soon 
after bi& itvife's removal to TDeptlord, Austin went to 
live with her at that place, and at a subsequent period, 
obtained employment in His Majesty's Dock Yard^ 
as a labourer at 12^. per week, and an allowance of 
J$, 6d. for chip money. Having continued in this si- 
tuation about fifteen months, he was discharged with 
many others, at the time of the general peace in 1802. 

Being now out of employ, Austin and his wife were 
in much distress ; and on one occasion, some little differ- 
ence arising between them, he proposed that she and her 
children should become|chargeable to the parish.^ This she 
refused^ a$ long a$ she fx)as able to work, and could get her 
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•jb&T Qv^Axiaii kiMk» 4iMti Ia4 /^^ A<iNi<ei^ lAmn 
NtM^ijs a Iwtiiiglit \^ «lApMii b«for^ ])4br#r: 4wt\f^ m^ 

900. for bit dptb«fi» b^ ^e^ ib^ mfiMfi. M 4#JIJ99b«, 
ik«8ttii: noif .r«tiiiiied> andi agran vcgtd < ben lo^ Mlb 
pavoohkl relief for berwif Mwi b^v tM«Oi dbilfkoni;: Iw^ 
this, however^ she again positively refiiMeti:to>d#wMi dift 
gT^unck before statadi . . . 

.' MdTt. AvsmiNi has^Qig^ ag«ia. bm^cwe pil«g wMt,. «nA 
hm§ within: tMoa mMilhft oil bQ4 deH^eiji» ^ht^ wai^dQKi% 
rpus of obtaining a letter afiseaoouneodatiioo. tab^rogam 
admiuedt inta the BrawMlqaiT^^otIib$piSab Bek^ i^c^ 
i|«iU«itacl wiib^. a pooK. womaiiL •£ tbti Bsise •£ l«os^^ 
who used to. obnam the bn^ikfiii ntat^ Sfto*. foul Miunh^ 
TAGUja HouaJi, ihe i;aaidciK:e oCHaira Rcital Hi&otiisi 
)»saaTiiii VaiNiEAK Qit^WAi«ftat^l^^.Aitfti¥Vr«fq»fst- 
^Mm Xfw/t:j&^Q ^CKji^^vqar t^^ B^^HW^ i^.'^itef 9^:1-^ 
cdWM»fln4*sUW frlW^ «>WS of tb^ Iw^ie^ . iat aMfS(v(imi^^ 
laradmktuoejoitpi ibie HfOi$piMU Sbf mmllE) 419i|i!ljfi^ 
tioo^ but.was not siifiGiestfiikU F^fingi. ho^wevf^r, lilnl) 
Mrs. Aiisi;ia would ausp^cl tbat.«bo bafi aoA .ap(i)if cVfoy^ 
\f0t, sbfe.pMposed.tbat Mt(% MiAin ^bouU afltconifaogR 
batt lo.Moaiagaek House* Ta tbis. Mn. ^qstin. agiecdv 
aodtoii tbeMundayifi^llpwing tj^y btfttb^appoiolaiepl;: 

i£^fa; biiA be^a^t, bejuig m tbft boiM^.iM^jtbe iWH^i^y^ 
sntd^ ^ 'Sbi&isi die. pfl)p|> >ftulttw i^c wl^ieHi ( 



igm^n^otifffcgKMf^miu^ofiiM^^ l»o«4^mik'' Mi. Sti ik;:«3 
iMJH Qitwervodj h« wa^ very ^Qrr^ be CQulcl nol Qbl^ill 
1^ ^ ber; 1)q( wd Um^ i^dje^ woi^ give bf b d Wu«K 

wcw)4 lU^tQ got tb«(^ if sbtfQMM^UnQt be»iig90rcMivi9«» 
9^t fQ« b«r. tA lny lA 94; h/oiM. 1S» md be ^banU be 
buppy to serve ber if be wvAd, b«i^ vq^ tbi^ caM he ec^uM 

B^kiig HnAu^cessfiiJi: i^ proQUfi^g 9« leitcf from D^toi^ 
(jigu^ ^a^9e^ sbe a^^i^d tp a fri^Qd ii^ towiii of ibc 
M$me qC ^i/soa wba abtmn^d ooq foi^ b^rj, from Mm* 
^AflJ^ej, {he ba^r^ ia Fleet Sf^ref^l ; anc^ w^, aibmilted 
'm^ tlw. bodpii(»|^ m> SkKTulay i^ Utb of July^ iiSOd; 
Qn} TBa9 »)A>isa. IVirlBc Aua'siu^ vm% dfiUver^ 9f a«Bai> 
9i^ qm 6apCtxA<( «l ih»xh0mt ^th§ IwHiuHan,. oh the 

A r^W" i9j^aft0i lAS' Hirlbt. tWebiM Hiai» Qbaetired' to 
bftx^ a nwnb^lr^ wi^me^ov^v^i^ Kigbttbaod^eQmf^letQljf^^Rr. 
<;irjcl9l)g Uufr tb<Mi>b'; but.tb^ i^afk^baa siMt gf Adbuti^ 
4i9^p^iu:ed> aird }$i iM^i^ pf;ie^Qil»|t dlso^^ 

M/s. Alicia cQ«i(i9H«id \» tkn bospiA^l ^riiH-the SttHiv 
of July.» at miiicb time.sh/9 left, ita^d r^Hiwi^d: wiitb l^er 
S0J9. tq Peptford; <?alilii>s iiv^b^i; ^va^ ^K Mri |&M€fi,Ji^ 
leiv^e » Im^r U* thafxk$, as if UAoal U tb^fteeMeav. 
-, Avs>Tiii bcioftsiillom of emplpjr» ^»d bifswifebearh 
inig (half si^v43cai per8M$,hwLinadiai &«ie09Hifaila|^pUealiMi? 
tp H&R Ho,vAL HfiGaii!(^9isa^T:H^I?ta.«T€ii£»4'0'r Viktmn 
to procure a. i'eJQ^4$0ieQ4;jo bi« MiSitj^ty'i* Pock Ya(»d« 
abje;\vii,4 advised to, try tJbU-eitpKdieiQrt qh behalf Qf |er 
h^biH^. Mi^s* Austin prap99ed tor bioi to nrikt 
a. p^titipny. i^d ab^ would tnke it t^H«A Robifri^i« 
iliG^f^i^>,9» andeiidefivvoiir to g?l( \\\m r/aplaoeidf in bi$i 
49im^ sftuatiw* Au^iPtf boj^r^er be«ilia(ed^. iwamv^ 
Ufine^tp^en^brapeb^'wife'^ offi^^ CQaoeMrtflg thutllie 
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alteAipt would be qoilc fruitless. At length, to satisf jf 
Mrs. Austin, he consented to the measure. His mfe 
Accordingly took the petition, and wenl^ with the child 
(William) in her arms, on Saturday the 2drd of Octo* 

ber, 180t, to Montague House. Here she inquir- 
ed for Mn^STiKEMAN^ whom she had seen but once only 
before, when she applied for a letter of recommendation 
to the Brownlow-street hospital. 

Mr. Stikeman appearing, she^^requested him topre* 
sent the petition, stating that (he object of it was to get 
her husband reinstated in the Dock Yard, from whence 
be had been lately discharged, with many others. He 
said, he was '^ denied doing such things ; havingap^ 
plications of a similar nature, almost daily." She urged 
her great distress, telling him she had another child at 
home, and no prospect of any provision for them, her 
husband being quite destitute of employment. He 
then gave her a shilling, took the petition and put it in- 
to his'pocket, obsenred she had a fine child in her artns^ 
^nd'Osked how old it was; Mrs. Austin answered, aboufc^ 
three months. Mr. Stikeman replied, if it had beeff 

aboui a TORT'S IGUT OLD, HE COULD HAVE GOT IT 

TAKfiN CARE OF FOR HER ; she observed to him that 
she thought it a better age to be taken from the mother, 
than if it were younger ; he answered, "jih, true.** Hi 
then turned up the child's clothes and looked at its legs, 
aijing, " A'sa fine child, give it to me.*' He accordingly 
took the child into the house, and as he went along the 
passage, danced it up and down, talking to it. ^ 

During the time Mr. Stikeman was in possession of 
the child, Mrs. Austin remained at the door of Montague 
fiK>u8e, on the Heath. Having waited his return with 
her child for more than half an hour, she began to be 
apprehensive that her son would be taken from her, and 
that she shpuld not behold him again. These fears sh#^ 



tommunicated to some person^ passing at the time, as 
she stood weeping at the gate ;-^but they encouraged 
ber to hope for the best^ saying there was no doubt but 
that the child would be safely restored to ber. 

Mr. Stik EM AN now brought the child to her^ and 
said that he had been a y^ry good boy, and desired her 
to give him the shilling. again, that he might make it up 
HALF- A-ouiNEA ; and this, he said, was a present from 
the ladies^ 

She then asked Mr. Stikeman if bethought he 
could get the child taken care of for hj^r : be said he 
would try what he could do, and desired that she would 
come again on Monday. He then desired her to .go 
round to the Cookery, and he would give her some* 
thing. On her way thither^ she met him in the yard, 
and he gave her some broken meat, telling her to b^ 
sure to bring the child again on Monday, by elevea 
o'clock in the morning. 

On her return, Mrs. Austin found that her 
husband had packed up all his clothes, and had gone 
off by the coach to London ; leaving the other <:bild 
with a woman in the house. She, afterwards, discover^ 
cd that he had engaged himself with a Mrs. Nichols, 
aiurrier in Oxford Road. 

On Monday October 25, Mrs. Austin again went to^ 
Montague House, according to appointment; but thcf 
day being very foggy, she wandered about for some time, 
not being able to find her way, and was near falling 
down a. precipice on the Heath> called Sot's4)ole. 
Meeting, however, with a baker who was crossing the 
Heath, he directed her to her Royal Highness's 
^lu>use. When she arrived, she inquired for Mr. 
Stikeman, who came out to her, and exclaimed, 
'^ B/esi me! I did not expect to see you such a morning 
as this r He now inquired for her husband ; she told 
bim, that he was from bomci seeking employment. He 



fbetf Mke4 if ftlie eraM t!ome the Msti ttiomtng, jAiIcT 
btii^g her iRisbftftil with her^ i» )m purtSctikrly wished to . 
t(>e bitt ; mil ob^rved^ if they vrtre not st Mcnt^guel 
House by 10 or 1 1 o'clock^ ht would Cdll oti thetn at 
Det)tfoni, at twrlvt. He tbten gave bef some broken 
meat, attd dhe went away. Austin and his wife lived^ 
St this time, at ]Vo. 7, thptfbrdy Nm llow, with a per- 
trni of the name of BtnrUoek, a milkman. 

When she reached her home^ supposing that Some- 
thing advantageous was kiteaded to be done fbt tbem, 
she resoWed to go immediately to London, iii quest of 
her husband ; whom, after a co^$id^rable time spent in 
the search^ she found at a nelation^s. Mrs. Austin 
then related to her husband ibe success Are had me^ 

with at Mt>NtAOtri: Hot7s£>^nd told him that l^n 
SiriftfiBiraN wished- very particularfy to stte him ; and 
ilfat be bad better remm with her by the eo&cb. To 
this he readily consented, being too imwelt to fulfil tbe 

engagement into which he Had entered. 

A«sTrn and bis wife arrived at beptiord about 1 1 
o^ctoeif that night. In consequence ot* his disorder in-* 
creasing, Austin was so HI, that he foufld himself inca- 
fMt of rising m tbe^morniug; and wai^ of course, pre^ 
Vented from going to Montague £todse. At t2 o^clock^ 
however, Mt. dTHt&MAK.eatied 6n them, arid mad^^ 
pahitfolar inquiries into therr circumstances afid cha- 
racter ; pfomfeing to i6 tcbat he cocdrf for diem, In the 
way of getting the child taken care of. 

A few days afterwards, Mrs. Austin went to Mon* 
fAoVe Horvse, and seeing Mr. Sfli^£MAK ai iH 
dotM", she asked him wheiher he would b^ &bW to do 
atrf thihg'for her child. He said, he would tVy 
aiid let her know. On Thursday the 4ih bf Bfbv^ih- 
Wf, Mr. ^ntiituAff canre to Dtptfcfd^ arfd ^id 
ttr bad spdfeett t«^ Arthar iSkt gsfdeiier, to ^ Afrioy W hx&'^ 
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ban(J. Austin, however, being introduced to the gar- 
dener, was told, that he could not have any employment ; , 
hut the gardener promised to recommend him as a la- 
btmrer to a matter bricklayer! But, as Austin did not 
possess even a labourer's' tools, this prospect of employ- 
ment vanished. « 

• r 

Mr. Stii^eman, at this time, directed Mrs. Austin 
to bring her child to Montague House, the next day 
being the 5th of November, and gave her particular in- , 
structions in what mannier she was to act on the.occa- , 
sion. He directed her tp come to Blackheatb at a cer- 
tain hour, and to place herself near the door of Mon- ^ 
tague House ; — to lay the child on her arms, in the 
ftame manner as she would, if it were to be christened ;7— 
in full view, so that her Royai» Highness might see 
it as she mat getting into her carriage. It happened^ 
however, that the day was very unfavourable, raining 
almost incessantly from morning till night ; and Mrs.^ 
Austin was prevented from going* This circumstance ' 
rendered her peculiarly uneasy, and she hesitated, whe- 
ther (as she had been unable to attend the appointment) 
she should go any more to Montague House, until she 
received further instructions. 

On the next day, being the 6th of November, about 
oneo'clock, Mr.STiKEMAN came to Dei^tford to inquire 
the reason of her not bringing the child according to 
• appbintnient. She urged the unfavourable state of the 
weather as the only cause of her absence ; and express- 
ed the sorrow she felt on the occasion ; but said, that 
she was fearful of endangering her own and the child's 
health, by going so far (being about two miles) in a 
pouring rain. 

Mr. Stikeman appeared much displeased, and at 
last became quite angry ; telling her she must leave 
what she was.about immediately, dress herself and the 



child^ ai^d bastt^, iK^kh all ppfsiU/e speedi to. Montague 
Hous^^ 88 the Princess wf^ anauous to s^ it imm^^^'^^ 
}y ; — thfit w|;ien sh/e can^ »he pu0t inquire ht hioij— ^and 
not, speak to aajof the servaots, ok take thejeaat fio* 
tioe of .th^ circumstance to aay person whaterer. He. 
farther bbser¥ed> that he could ill spare the time, to call 
npoo^ hpr^ aud tM he must return wilfaout delay; or 
he should be too late for diimer. 

She, iastantly ' ga^e the child to a Mrs. Dam^ who . 
liyei^in.,the^ne:KtTopm, to dre^s it^ while she chang64r 
beF.oxrn apparel, Mrs. AupUp made all ppwiU^hafti^ 
an^ ar^iy^d, a,t;^;«7AanB H^itsb. about two voVtlooki 
I^her^^way thither she. m^t her husbapdi w^o accpn»p|^. 
nied hejr^ and assisted in carrying the child. He-.re« 
njain^d aj^ the door^ and Mrsi* Austin entered andtin« 
qi^ired/pf M^ SssK^mm^n^ who being ca|led:.fi»m the ^ 
stew^^d'^ rppoAi, and came, to her-r-went up the stair- 
ci^e^;ai^^,^desi]^4 hR^to follow him« Mr« Stikkman.. 
then shew^^ her ^nto a room> called the Biuf^oom, oh* 
taif^e^ s<^e,^r^re§bment for her and the child, and : 
to}d.^ her.^j thalj she w^- now to be. tHtroduccd to Hits • 
Xlj(p^ff«.Hi6HKf;$(s^ who was then taking a walk^ bat 
that she would soon return. Mf»« Auttbi waited for 
^^Q^fr^vp ^9ur$* During [this time^ she felt much 
agitat^f^^ fea^pg^ .that she should . not conduct herself 
wi|h propriety in her Royal Highnes^s presence. These 
f^qts she cppimunicated to Mr. Stikem an who told her 
shi^ had.npthing to apprehend; '^ thai Hia Rstai. 
H^6Hi|r|(^8 y^r^s a very .affable, good sort of. a lady, and 
th«^t ^ would fay ^U for her..'* 

At le^gtbji^ H£it RoTAii HraHNJEn^ nifid^ her ap« 
pearance, coming into the room where Mrs..A«stin waa,, 
fr^m an adjpiniog one, accompanied by two ladies^ but 
of these ladies M^s. AustJo has jia kniowledge. - Hbb^ 
Roy^lI, High^em ^aiue. toberiBs she. stood with the 



diild in ffaer vnk, ftnd touching tfie ebitd ul^d^r ttfe 
cbiQi said, '' O what a niccme i—hm oMUitV' Mn. 
Austin rtpKed/aboot tbree months. Her R«^l J^gh- 
ness then, without saying another %ord, ttiitied 16 iMr 
ladies, and convened mthiheminFnhch; biftttftlte 
purport of this con versaiitm Mrs. Attttin tatitd IbAfa fio 
idea. Immediately afterw^rdi her Royd Rrghriess re- 
tired, with one o!f the ladies, into the sarnie xbciin fro^ 
whence *she came, leaving Ae ol^r Ia<fy and Mr. 
Stik%man, with her and the child. Mr. SriKEMAk 
and this lady also, retired for a few minutes into an '^'d- 
'jdimn^ room ; and as they ^ere shutting the door, 'she 
heard the lady say torMn StikIeman, '^ What do you 
knot7 of this woman V* the door closing, she heard no 
.more; 

The Tady then returned and asked her whether sh^e 
thought she could maki^ up her mind to ]part from the 
child, and leavfe it with her Royal Highness, observing 
*' /what a fortiinafe woman she would be to have her 
child taken under the protection of so illustrious a per- 
sonage, and ' that the child would, in all respects, t>e 
brought up and treatM as a young, prtMi ; and if be 
should behave properly as he gre^ up, what an ex6eU 
knt thing it would be for him.'' Mrs. Austin replied, 
that site tholight she could part from it to such a 
person as her Royal Highness, rather than k^ep it, 
and suffer it ta want. The lady then gave her a pound 
note, and desired hei: to go into the co3ee-rOom, and get 
some arroW-root and other necessaries, for the purpc^e 
of weaning the child ; as she then suckled it. Mrs, 
Lh^d, the woman who superintend<£d the coffee-rooih, 
was 'directed by Mr. Stikenian,to give the arrow-root to 
her, with instructh>ns how to mix it ; and Mrs. Austin wlis 
ordered to begin weaning the child that nighty but if the 
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iveauog appielured to hurt ttie child^ ibe was hot to per* 
severe^ but to inform them. . 

She then went with Mr. Stikbman into thecofieo* 
ropn^, where he ordered Mrs. litjyd to give her the he<* 
ceggarj artides. . After she had received them^ Mr. 
Stikbman aocompaoied her out of the hotuej between 
four and five o'clock. As they were going out, a carriage 
stood at the front door, and a lady who came from the 
hoose was getting into it. Mr. Stikeman accompanied 
her to the carriage-door, and said to the lady, '' This is 
the little boy which her Royal Highness is going to take, 
'' Oh, is \x^- she replied, and what is his namef He an* 
swered William; '^ why, that is the very name to 
which her Royal Highness is so partial.'* Who this 
lady was she does not know. The carriage driving off» 
they proceeded^ and were joined bjr Austin, who bad 
waited all the time on the Heath. Mr. Stikemah 
walked some distance with them, conversing very freely 
as they walked along ; and her husband spoke to him of 
his afflicted state of body. Mrs. Ausiin said, '' I be- 
lieve ber R8yal Highness is going to take the child,^' 
to which Mr. Stikemam observed, ** Yes, I believe she 
will ;" but requested them not to say any thing about 
it to any person for the present, as they ^ould^not be 
certain that this would be the. case. She ^ then aske^ 
him what answer she should give to any person who 
might inquire about it; he replied, '* say nothing for 
the present, but when the child is finally left with hit 
Moyal Highness, tell the truth, and say thatsho has tukm 
the child under her protection/' Mr. Stikemak then 
left them, and retuitied, chargmg her to inform hiaahow 
the child took its weaning, or if she could not do thislie 
promised to call on them ; ordered her to com^ when 
she wanted more arrow-root, and wished them a good 
night. 
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^n. Austin v^etut again to Montague Howe on tbe 
Thursday following, and saw Mr. Stikaman. He said lie 
expected her before, as they were anxious to know how the 
dfild took its weanii^. Mr. Stikbm an called at Dept- 
ford, twice afterwards, in the course of that week, and 
observed, that the child appeared to be doing very well, 
and looked quite as healthy as when she suckled it. 
; Mrs. Austin called at Montague House again on the 
Sunday morning, and inquired for Mr. Stikeman, who was 
not then stirring ; but she waited at the door till he caiiie. 
He gave her more arrow-root, and desired her to wait, 
and he wonld inquure of the ladies on what day Her 
Royal Hi^ness would want the child. ' He soon returned, 
and said, that she must bring it on the next day, (Monday 
the 15th of November) by eleven o'clock in the forenoon; 
amd observed, that he had asked for a day or two more for her, 
but Her Royal Highness said, ** No : she could not wait 
any longer, and must have him by that time." 

On Monday, about 1 1 o'clock, Mrs. Austin left bome^ 
calling on a Mrs. Jones in Butt Lane, an acquaintance^ 
tKat she might take leave of the child before she finally 
parted from it. In her way to Montague House, she 
met Mr. Stikeman, near the sign of the Green Man, 
talking to' a gentleman. When he saw her he crossed 
over the way to her, and said she was rather behind 
her time ; that the ladies had been looking oat for her 
to see which way she would come ; and that the house- 
maid had been twice to the gate looking for her. He 
aisidhe was going to Greenwich to purchase a night lamp 
Ibr the obild.-^— Observing her cry, h^ inquired tbe cause 
4if her grief; she told him they were the mingled tears 
'of joy and grief at parting from her child. He said, 
'*Makekaiteup, andmakefree and a$hforany tkingyou 
want, Mmd the iadi^ will not think the wor$e tf you by 
teting you in troubh at parting from your child f He 
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told her Wben 'sbe anifti at Moatag^ 'Hduse to ask 
tot MimSam DEJi, whicfai she idunediately did. 

Mabv ^il«on shewed h*r into MissSAWirBK's 
i«<(d),iiFh(ehi»oolhesatte floor with and next to her 
Royil Hi^nesd's deepbg-roota. Miss Sandbr 
Waa not in tb6 room at «he time, but Mas¥ 'V^IL80K 
wenttoinfo^tnberi»fMrs. Aintin'S'arriya]. MissSam- 
ira* oune from her Royal Highness's room, endseeing 
4Mr Much diMfessed al parting from the infaot, ahesaid, 
« * » ttillyomr option whether to have itornot aUh her 
Meyai UighiKu." Mrs. Austm replied, "sfc mtild certain-' 
iff Jet kerHofoi Highness have it, m she kmm it wotUd 
ieUiken cart oj." Miss SandeK then took the chSd, 
•••ying, " T^ke a kias of yoor mother, my defer, at part- 
ing," and conveyed it to H«R ROTA.1, HlGHtlESS.y- 
M«. Anstin watted tot s Risnsiderable ixme before Miss 
Sander retanud, who (as she was told) wtis dresing 
the child ; bew clothes havidg be^ provided for it by 
her Royal Highnesi's orders. Miss San»«r then 
brought the clothes -Which the child wore, when it was 
brought, even to the very pins. She noW signified to 
Miss SAlfDBB a desire to uee. the child once more b«. 
fote she idaily left it, but this favour was denied her. 

Mrs. Aastid was n<iw dfesired to gd tnto the Coffee- 
rpota, aiBdget some refie/jfamtat, whfere she waited Mr. 
Stikemaa's return from Grtertwich. Daring her stay in 
the Coffee-room, Mrs. I^o^rf said to her wiUi apparent 
displeasure, " I don't suppose the child wiU be kept in 
thebousej I don't know what we shall do with it hero; 
^ we have enough «»da to wart on her Royil Higbftess." 
It appeared evident that maoh co»fu»ion ^revniied aoiotig ' 
the seffant* on this occasion, Mrs. Austin tben asked 
her wfa«re she thought the chiW would be piacftd; Mft. * 
Upyd 8aid,>he supposed '« H mould be put ach>is4he Heath, 
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AT NiTBsfi. under the care of tkt Sieaard's trife/^ This 
unlook'ed-for and unwelcome information added coasi« 
deraWy to her distress^ a9 she understoud that the ciiild^ 
was to be, brought up IN thbhoujse^ under the. imme* 
diate iospection of Her Royal Highness. lust at 
thi^ momieat, Her IIoyalHighne?«'s, bell rang, and. 
tbe;footmaa came in for some arrowroot, which Mrs. 
Lloyd mixed, and he.took^ it with him* 

By this time Mn Stikeman had returned from^ 

Greenwich^ and Mrs.. Austia immediateJy told him. 

wha( Mc$. Upyd had said respecting the child's being 

put out of the. house. He desired her to pay.no atten* 

tipa to any thing that was said hy any of tiie servants^ 

a% they knew nothing ^out the business f and. reqi^ested 

h^r wh^n she cam^^gain, to go into the steward'is room» . 

She alao now stated to him how they were situated.; 

tlp^t her husband was^ ill with the rheumatism; that 

th^y- had. nothing to s^l^i^t upon; and that she thought 

of gpiog into servicQ» This, however/ Mr. Stike- 

VLAV appea^^. not to approve^ saying that she would 

by that misaus be. giving up her home, and that he 

thought she: had .better wait^^and see what might turn 

up; ^sbe.tben took her Jeave of them,. and departed. 

The next day .Mr.^STt>K£MAN came to Deptford, to 
inforiaMrs. Austin that the child was very well; that* 
her Royal Highness had done every thing for it her- ' 
self ; and that she appeared to be very fond of it. She 
asked him when it would be agreeable for her to see 
her ehild ; and he said if ^he would come on Wednes- 
day evening, he would then endeavour to procure an in- 
"^ tef^iew for her. She accordingly went at the time ap-. 
pointed,*but was informed by Mr. Stikeman, that her 
Rtiyal Highness was engaged with the child^ that 
rfie did not like to be disturbed, and^hut she must come 
•WftO other time. 
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Mra. Austin then said, that sevefal persons at Deplford;'- 
had been tellinj; her that she would never see the child ' 
again ; that they blamed her very much for parting from J V- 
sayii^ that they would not let the Kino have a child / 
of tlieirs, and many other observations of the like nature^ ' 
which contributed to render her very uneasy. Mr. Stike^ 
man then observed, '' If you will come with tne, I will 
satisfy yoU| by shewing you the child with her Royal High-^ 
ness. He then took her to the door of the Princess's room 
and desired her to look through die keyhole ) and having 
obeyed Mr. Stikeitian's directions, she distinctly observed 
her Royal Highness passing to and fro, nursing the 
child and chatting to it. Mrs. Austm was now better satis* ' 
fied. Mr. Slikeman desired her to come again on Sa- 
turday evening, when he promiteA that she should see the 
child. 

Mrs. Austin accordingly Went to Montague House on ' 
the day appointed, and saw Mart Wilson, who told 
her that the child was asleep, and that H BR Royal ' 
Highness was takiogawalk. Uponher Royal High- 
nesses return, Mrs.Austin was ordered up into the Bluje- 
ROOM, where thePrincess was, with the child laying in her ' 
lap ; and she ran and kissed the child as he lay. Hbr Rot al 
Highness saidit bad been a very good child; but thutit 
had a little cough, and sucked its thumb ; but that 'she bid 
consulted a physician, and he was of opinion that its sucl^*' 
ing its thumb would not hurt him. Mrs. Austin observed . 
some phills there, and on the label was wiitten, '^ Foja 
the INFANT AT MonTAovtL BowER.^ HcriUiiUt 
Highness desired her to come agun on Sunday taprniflg 
and she should nurse the child. This she did| and waitod 
iEi considerable time, the child not beting dressed. She: was, 
at length, introduced into Miss Sander's^ room^ where I|m 
Princess was, who herself gave her the child. Here Mrs. . 
Austin remained, nursing the child; her Royal Highness 
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beii^ present, during the whole of the time, with MiH 
Sander. ' 

No particular conversation took place at this meefti]|g« 
Mrs. Austin having told the Princess that her little bdy 
Sormuel was ill at home, her Royal Highness incjuired 
the nature of the child's complaint ; and she replied 
that she did not know :-^er Royal Highness said she 
would send a doctor to' see it, and'^Mr. Eomeabes, her 
Royal Highness's apothecary called at Deptford, in Mrs. 
Austin's abseAcei, for this purpose. A person who lived 
hi the n^xt room told Mr. Edmeades that she was ap- 
prehensive* that the child had the meades. This infor- 
mation Mr. Edmeades communicated to her Rotal 
Highness, at which she appeared displeased, sup- 
posing that Mrs. Austin knew the cause of the child's 
illness, jhough she forbore to mention it. But Her 
RoTAi* HiciHNEss, desired Mr. Edmeades not to be- 
have harshly to Mrs. Austin, as it was possible that she 
might not have been aware of thenatureof her son's 
illness at that time. 

Mn Edmeades however, having called at Deptford to 
see Mrs. Austin and the child, he began to chide her 
for not informing her Royal Highness with the fact. 
She told him that it was impossible for her to do so, as 
she was not acquainted with the nature of the child a 
disorder. Upon farther examination, indeed, it appeared 
that the measles was not the disorder with which* th« 
child was afflicted. . Mr. Edmeades then desired her 
not to say any thing to the Princess on the subject of 
bis speaking harshly to her, as be was in the bftbit of 
jtttendiDg her. He also observed that if the child had 
beed ill with the nieasles,' it might have produced very 
seriosS: consequences, as b^r Royal Ij[igbness had not, 

; tt that liitie* bad the disorder herself. 

► «  • . • 
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' "**ii «K.' ,'»ni i.;; 10-^1. fw t j «i,i7j; . lf^^• t.j vr.« . 

. Mr. Sti^bman called on Mrs. Austin a day or two 
afiecwBrdt. and doifed her not to come to Montaovb 

Mn. Austin intimated to Mr. Stikeman, at this time. 

*.« h«^..«»lFf4,.P«.'fl'M!P'» .?f .'•f ',te4,P^Ke?s, . that 
answered^ f* No !". Mr. Stikeman seems an advertisiB* 

iboilffbt would spit Mrs. Austin, be callea ana left some 
moni^j, to eaabie. her Jp, take the coach to London^ and 




went 



)«^.th,,^tho^J,5i^ui^, im?^ ^yn^tlie recpmmpdaiij* 

of a ftieod^ hc^ I{i9XAL Highness contHDutinc: to- 
wards its support. Mrs. Austins husband being still 
.SHJ.of «WlmM|j, §^.}c«5an en^a^d him at^^^^ 

.plefo^Dg sljoj^^l^fl^goifl^ OD errands, liierene'cod- 

; Mrs. Garrard s she became 

^***-^v'^^* » - "' r',f :..'!.' fir r- fi..^. j i* . ^j. , ii<^, ^^^^ ,*i«jDiofL 
.Win^ln^rchan^^•9 gJni/c^eef ^mn;;n which gface *i 

,i^ntJnHf4 f4tj^? Chjisjpas^fonoying^^^^^ Austipnow 

.f iu«^, iniP/be, s^CT5j5 of 1^^%. /J^?f/«r^ ""^J^^^ 
iStq^M^hiiL and remamed with bim. till the following 
. March tw<elvemonth. On her quitttofl; tnislast attliatioti 
.she returned to her husband, who lived at.tbis timetft 
. H^tothtane, Fimlko^ in the vicinity of Mr. Stikeinan^ 

residence. „ \ i .,. 

On Friday the J9th of April J805, Mrs. Austin waft 

adopiitted^ a third time, into the Biownlow-street Hosr^i- 
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ta|^on the rqcpmmepdation of Mr. Hq/are. thebanke 
ijfr fijien^on aforgier occM^^ She was^ on the 20th 
o^the. same month, delivered of another son/ who was 
mmed,^ Job. ^\^e lef^ the I|yspit^l three Weeks after^* 
^?fh ;— r^lturn^d tp ^uili^p^^and took'in a cliy wei' 
npfse. Mfs. Aiistin continued, at Piinlico about' tliree* 

About this period, the " Delicate InveUigation*' took 
place, and Mrs. Austin was brought forward for exaiiii'i 
QfttiQU, H?r depo^^o^ wijl^ be fpund. in ^pendix 

; PHriipg tbe tiiuae l^fs. -fl^ustin Ijy^ at pjmlj<^^ sffe oo- 
qi^iQil^j visited; 9lapkbeath^. and, was always permitted 
tQ.^9^.l)er cbil4# fpr whojii a regular nurse had been pro* 
^^, aliQOt pine or ten cjays after it had been left with 
n^r Rpjal {iighness. ^ ^^. Gosden was enfi:aeed.for 
the purpose, and continued^ in this capacity, for aboiit 

As t^^su^cAoft^is memoir (^ilUani Austin) grew 
lip, b^, !if 8^ constantly taken al^out with the Princess ; and 
iH^. ijjreflted^ in tp§ry respect^ a$ a c^ild of her owh^ Hier 

I(Qy^ |Ii^b^^> ip^^^,« W!P^^'^4 ^9, ^ ^^^y much at^ . 
tacbe^ tQ tN boy, 'Y^illiam was^ at an early age, placed 
l$t ^ 4ay-^cbool, on O^lackbeath ; and when about mne 
j^emnf old, t|e was sent to a boarding-school at Greentsnch^ 
l^ept ^^y IJr. JPJvbn^y, y^\\\\wi, however, has been 
)ate)y.^^^^m ^(lis seminary, and placed at anotlier. 
school at Blackheath, where he still remains^ 

, ^0^; 4^ \^tf fyfe or six^yeacs, Mrs. Austin has seen. 
#» Eoip4f4 Highness but seldom,, though she goes 
Xfgularly, once a quarter, to visit her son, and to re-- 
4^i ve a qiiarterly allowance for the education of a younger 
child, which is paid to her by ^i^^ Sander; and, 
^e has season to believe, on her own Accimnt* 
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In Augttit l^M, Au«Tfif waf appointed a j^- 
manent locker io the London Docks, a sitoatidh \^f^ 
ber Royal Highness obtained for him, (broug^ iMi in- 
, terest of the lateMr. Pekcbval. This postiie'stiU 
letains, at a sialary of about six gotneas per month, when 
able to attend ; bat in case of illness, his pay is reduced • 
And this frequently occurs^ as he is much afflicted wjtk 
the rheomatism. 4 

Such are the '' short and simple annals^ of these^^oor 
but industrious people, Samuai. and Sophia Auariir ; 
— such is the plain and unvarnished history efWihiMm 
Austin, their fortunate son; — and such is the 6iH^-» 
ment of Facts relative to the conduct of her Rotal 
HiOHNBffS TUB PRiNCBis OF WaXes, and of her 
, agents, — throughout the whole of this singular, atid al» 

most unparalleled transaction. 

The evidence respecting William Austin, the 
child now under the protection of her Royal Highness, 
seems to be of the most condnsive nature. Scarcely n 
doubt can, indeed, exist on this subject. The testimo- 
ny of Mrs. Austin (connected with the various concur- 
ring circumstances detailed in this statement) is, the 
writer conceives, entirely unimpeachable, and of such a 
nature, as for ever to set at rest the fears of Englishmen 
respecting the future succbssion to these kingdolns ; 
so far, at least, as it concerns the subject of the present 
narrative. 

As the name of William Austin will, most pro* 
bably, be transmitted to posterity, in connection with 
that of her Royal Highness the Pbincbss or 
Wales, the writer feels some degree of satisfactioff io 
having collected (with no Small labour) fioateriels for a 
document, which may, perhaps^ at s^me/mnrettime^ 
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Mn^upy BO unioiportMit place in the nmak of Esglisk 

«ilittory- • 

_ In the present state of the poblic mind^ it would be 
jQiproper to offer any farther oomment upon this affair ; 
-*^the writer^ therefore^ will leave it toerery person to 
form his own opinion :««ssuring the public' that he 
has fully enabled them to do so, by giving a succinct, 
butj faithful statement of facts onxy> unaccompanied 
hj arguments or any remarks which should at aU lend 
to bias their opinion on this subject. 

Fpially^ .the writer delivers this statement to the public 

' »nder the strongest conviction of its veracity — and in 
the fiiUest persuasion of its importance to the nation at 
larg^c— to her Royal Hiohness the Princess of 
WAiK8-*to Mrs, AysTiN^ the mother of the child now 

. nnder the protection of her Royal Highness — and to 
William Austin, the subject of this short and^arther 
writer conceives, interesting memoir. 
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